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ñItôs an honourò, says Gundaroo Brigade Captain 
άLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦέ  

So spoke Michael Cliff, Captain of 
Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade, in a 
recent interview with The Gundaroo 
Gazette.  

Michael expressed this as his 
strongest sentiment after having 
led or been a member of several 
Southern region ΨǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ 
deployed to active firegrounds since 
the end of September.  

Back then, teams helped with fires 
in the north of the state. But the 
summer fires have been much 
closer to home ς to the north, east 
and south of Gundaroo and 
environs, namely on the south 
coast, nearby tablelands, southern 
ACT and Snowy/Monaro.  

The strike teams tend to comprise 
members drawn from the several 
local brigades, and use Categories 7 
and 9 vehicles (ΨŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΩ), which 
are agile and manouvrable, and can 
access low canopy scrub and more 
difficult terrain.  

Michael said the intense frequency 
of these types of deployments this 
summer has brought together many 
volunteers from the member 
brigades to work with each other 
for the first time. But over time, the 
volunteers have developed intƻ άŀ 
ōƛƎ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ ǳƴƛǘέΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭΣ 
confidence and commitment have 
been increasing rapidly.  

Although Gundaroo and environs 
have not so far suffered the 
tragedies that have befallen other 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ 
all its resources to those fires.  

ά²Ŝ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŎǊŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ 
appliances in reserve and available 
for local incidents. And on days of 
severe fire danger, many of our 
brigade members spend time at the 

fire shed, kitted up and ready to act 
at very short noticeΦέ (Pictured left).  

Great community support 

The level of community support this 
season has been truly remarkable. 
The Christmas Eve pub raffle raised 
almost $3000, including donations.  

In recent weeks, Gundaroo kids have 
raised more than $300 with a cake 
stall and a sweets stand. And the 
brigade raised more than $900 in 
four hours at a Bunnings Gungahlin 
sausage sizzle. (See page 9 for more.) 

Australia Day recognition 

Australia Day was a humbling event 
for the Gundaroo brigade. Our 
Captain was invited to be in a select 
group of 30 representatives of 
brigades across NSW, to attend the 
citizenship ceremony on board HMAS 
Canberra.  
And Michael was also nominated to be 
interviewed by the ABC during the concert.  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣέ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

(See also page 9.) 
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ñBad things happen in the world, like war, natural diasters, disease. 
 But out of those situations always arise stories of ordinary people  

doing extraordinary things.ò 
Daryn Kagan (b. 1963) 

American broadcast journalist, former TV news anchor, author 

ñTwo things are infinite, the universe and stupidity. And I am not yet 
completely sure about the universe.ò 

Albert Einstein (1879ï1955) 
German-born theoretical physicist, Nobel Laureate (1921) 
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Bushfires didnôt spoil 
everything 
The bushfire tragedies ς and the 
accompanying political mayhem ς 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
attention over Christmas, New Year 
and summer, and still do.  

But, spared the destruction of the 
fire-ravaged districts, Gundaroo 
found the time and mood for 
celebration. Some memorable 
celebratory events helped to lighten 
our spirits.  

Gundaroo Public School rounded 
out the school year with its 
customary Community Breakfast ς 
well attended, as always, and 
enjoyed by pupils, staff, volunteers, 
parents and friends. (More on p 7.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery hosted a 
gala food, wine and music party to 
launch its beautiful new function 
centre and to thank the many who 
have worked on and otherwise 
supported the project.  

Gundaroo Community Singers 
performed Christmas Carols in the 
Pub, with supporting voices from 
patrons.  And the Community  

Church was, as always, packed by 
villagers and visitors for carols and 
readings 
(and for 
close-ups 
of the 
floodlit 
nativity 
scene in 
the church 
grounds).  

Earlier on Christmas Eve, Santa 
Claus paid us a visit, cruising the 
village streets and parking outside 
the Pub, handing out greetings and 
sweets to eager children.  

This year, 
courtesy of a 
mindless rule 
by the RFS 
higher-ups, 
Santa sat 
inside the 
cab of a Cat 
9 vehicle, 
rather than 
standing in 
the back of a fire truck. Santa has 
survived that peril for many years 
without incident. But ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 
too careful, eh?  

!ƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΩǎ 
social meeting places closed for a 
few days to give their owners 
some rest, the Pub was rocking 
with live music ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜΦ  

There were many reasons to smile 
and be happy in Gundaroo over the 
festive season.  

Bushfire recovery 
assistance 
During January and early February, 
State MP for Goulburn, Wendy 
Tuckerman, made announcements 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
programs to rebuild communities 
damaged by bushfires and to 
accelerate their recovery.  

Although Gundaroo has been 
ΨǎǇŀǊŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
(long may that remain the case), it is 
important to know that this 
assistance is being made available, 
should it be needed.  

The Premier and Treasurer 
announced in mid-January that $1 
billion funding would be provided 
over the next two years to restore 
vital infrastructure damaged or 
destroyed in the fires.  

Priority will be given to repairing and 
rebuilding roads, rail-lines, bridges, 
schools, health facilities and 
communication facilities.  

The Government expects this 
restoration work will benefit local 
economies, create or replace lost 
ƧƻōǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ άƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέΦ  

The program adds to the specific 
disaster assistance programs for the 
bushfire season already committed, 
worth around $230 million.  

A week later, the Government 
announced the creation of a one-
stop-shop service ς the Bushfire 
Customer Care program ς 
administered by Service NSW, to 
enable affected families and 
businesses to access all available 
assistance offered by local, state 
and federal governments.  

One of the consequences of the 
extended drought has been the 
cancellation of a number of country 
shows. The bushfires have 
accelerated this trend. Some 
country showgrounds became 
evacuation centres just as their 
show date approached.  

Under the Drought Stimulus 
Package, the Government will 
provide sponsorship grants of up to 
$5000 to encourage show societies 
to continue with these popular 
agricultural events.  
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Most recently, the Government 
announced it would offer six months 
of relief from local council rates to 
families and businesses that lost 
their homes or premises in the fires. 
The Government will cover the full 
cost of the rates for the third and 
fourth quarters of the financial year. 
Affected parties can present their 
rates notice to a Service NSW and 
the NSW Government will cover the 
cost, or arrange a refund if the rates 
have already been paid.  

Sources of detailed information for 
each program are contained in 
aŜƳōŜǊ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
statements, which can be accessed 
via her Electorate Office (4822 6444), 
or her Media Officer, Paige Penning 
(0438 070 493).  

Invictus Games gold 
medallist is Yass Valley 
Australia Day Ambassador  
Ben Farinazzo from Queanbeyan has 
been appointed as the Yass Valley 
Australia Day Ambassador for 2020.  

Describing himself himǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ άŀ 
proud Australian of Italian and 
!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέΣ .Ŝƴ ǿƻƴ ǘǿƻ 
gold medals for Australia in the 
hǇŜƴ aŜƴΩǎ LƴŘƻƻǊ wƻǿƛƴƎ 
Endurance and Sprint events at the 
2018 Invictus Games, and achieved a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴ aŜƴΩǎ 
Heavyweight Powerlifting.  

He achieved these stellar 
performances after many years 
recovering ς physically and mentally ς 
from crippling neck and back injuries 
suffered in a mountain bike crash.  

Before that life-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƘŜΩŘ 
had careers in the military (seeing 
active service in East Timor), in  

 

 

multinational security, crisis 
management and emergency 
evacuations, and In senior executive 
or ΨambassadorΩ positions in 
organisations empowering young 
people, like Outward Bound, Soldier 
On Australia, and Lifeline ACT.  

News Shorts 

Positive progress with 
Gundaroo Park improvements 
Work has begun or is imminent with 
several improvements at Gundaroo 
Park, and is expected to progress during 
2020. These works include: 

φ ŀ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ōƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ  
     allocation of groundwater  

φ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ  
     renovation of the oval surface 

φ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŀƭ ŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ  
     some boundary fencing 

φ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ  
     implement the permission to  
     operate part of the Park as a  
     Primitive Camping Ground 

Ron Miller, Chair of Gundaroo Park 
Land Manager Board, has written a 
good explanation of these 
developments (page 10).  

Facelift happening for our 
Gundaroo Grocer  
¢ƘŜ ΨŦŀŎŜƭƛŦǘΩ ŀǘ Gundaroo Grocer has 
been under way for a while now (in 
ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
momentum. Jess advises us all that 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ ! ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƛǎ Ψƛƴ 
ǎǘƻǊŜΩΦ ό{ƻǊǊȅΗύΦ {ƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
Better still, keep visiting the store and 
show your appreciation! 

Continued silence on 
Springdale solar farm 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
that the proponents, Renew Estate, are 
looking for a tidy way out of this mess, 
ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
progress.  

Renew has still not lodged its required 
ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩΣ мт ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
after the public consultation period 
ended in August 2018. This is despite 
having finally been chided by the 
Department of Planning, industry and 
Environment, which itself had been 
badgered for a year by Sutton Solar 
Action Group (SSAG) to apply pressure 
on the proponents to fulfil their 
obligations.  

DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ 
completely lost interest should consult 
the February edition of The Sutton 
Chatter and the SSAG website: 
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com.  

 

 

 

Lack of water a brake on unsealed 
road maintenance  

ΨbŀǘǘŜǊΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
maintenance of unsealed roads seems 
to be growing, particularly among 
regular users.  

While it is increasingly annoying and 
troublesome as the roads continue to 
deteriorate, it is important to 
acknowledge that this is yet another 
consequence of the prolonged lack of 
decent rain and run-off.  

Levels in waterways and farm dams are 
so low, or indeed dry, that there is 
simply no water to spare for road 
maintenance, and it would, in any case, 
be a lower priority than the demands 
for firefighting.  

Soapboxx 
Last July I wrote that my foray into 
political commentary would be a rare 
occurrence. This is the next rare time.  

Once again, mainstream media is 
avoiding proper analysis, is giving no 
space to criticism, and the Financial 
Review (Aaron Patrick namely) is 
scornfully dismissing any critics.  

óThe matterô is the Currency 
(Restrictions on the use of Cash) 
Bill 2019. (In short, a limit on cash 
payments.) The Bill has passed the 
Lower House and is before the 
Senate. A Senate Inquiry is over, the 
Committee report is due Friday 7th, 
and a vote could be brought on next 
week. ALP is starting to waver.  

There has been a truly massive public 
objection. Record numbers of 
individual submissions (thousands) to 
the Treasuryôs consultation last year, 
and then to the Senate Inquiry.  

In a nutshell, the Bill as it stands 
limits cash payments to $10,000 (with 
a mechanism and pressure from the 
óinsidersô for reducing that to as low 
as $2000). If you trangress, you will 
be guilty and liable to two years in 
prison. No, seriously! Read it, and 
listen to the critics ï like John Adams 
and Martin North.  

The official óreasonô for the Bill is to 
constrain the óblack economyô. But 
the real agenda (easily found in 
documents published by the IMF) is to 
lock people into the banking system so 
that negative interest rates and óbail 
inô provisions can be effectively 
applied to protect the banks.  

Our continued use of cash undermines 
that agenda. Thereôs a pile of material 
about this Bill. Iôve read most of it. 
Look for yourselves and act.  

Your very concerned Editor 

http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
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Mayoral Message ï extracts 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-

council/news/media-releases/article/568  (6 January) 

“It has been a horrific start to the New Year as large parts of 
South East Australia have been devastated by bushfire, and a 
thick haze of smoke and anxiety continues to hang over our 
local community … 

“The Yass Valley community support and care for our 
neighbouring communities during this current bushfire crisis has 
been nothing short of remarkable. We would like to thank 
everyone for their generosity and kindness, and in the coming 
weeks, we will be looking at ways to continue to assist our 
fellow Australians on the long road to recovery …  

“The NSW Rural Fire Service is the lead agency that Yass 
Valley Council and other agencies support in times of bushfire 
events … 

“Yass Valley Council has been standing ready and willing to 
offer technical, logistical and practical support to our RFS. We 
have staff available at short notice and we have been working 
hard behind the scenes with all agencies to ensure a coordinated 
response and appropriate level of support is offered across the 
whole of the Southern region … 

“We would like to wholehearetedly thank the RFS and all the 
dedicated and hardworking volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly to protect lives and properties … 

“To our own dedicated Yass Valley RFS and SES volunteers 
who have been posted across the region to provide much-needed 
relief to crews on the fire grounds, we cannot thank you enough.  

These are difficult times. We have faced extreme weather 
conditions this summer and, unfortunately, it seems likely this 
trend will continue for some time yet. We need to look after our 
neighbours and continue to support each other through this 
tough time.” 

Australia Day in the Yass Valley 

The 2020 Yass Valley Australia Day Award recipients were 
announced at a community breakfast in Coronation Park, Yass 
on Sunday 26 January. Mayor Rowena Abbey said what makes 
Yass Valley a special place to call home are “the exceptional 
individuals who volunteer tirelessly for their community. It is 

always wonderful to publicly acknowledge our award 
recipients’ contributions at our annual Australia Day breakfast.”  

Citizen of the Year – John Hedges 
Senior Citizen of the Year – Rodney and Judith Roberts 

Young Citizen of the Year – Benjamin Wylie 
Community Group of the Year – Murrumbateman Village 

Markets 
Mayoral Award for Indigenous Advancement – Lillian Bell 

Mayoral Award for Group Community Service – Yass Bushfire 
Relief Centre 

Individual Community Service Award – Kevin Mitchell 
Individual Community Service Award – Alan McNeill 

Fireside Chats presents é 

A wilderness walk in an ancient land 
In 2018 two locals, Jed Johnson 
and Jack Egan, drove across the 
NT and into WA to one of the most 
remote areas in Australia, 
Drysdale National Park. Half a 
million acres harbours some of the 
most pristine landscape, last lived 
in by the local Aboriginals in 1940.  

See some incredible ancient country and indigenous artworks that you 
are unlikely to see on the internet. This adventure also involved 
helping with Art shows, meetings with some Indigenous elders, 
visiting the most northern community in WA, and even some wild 
short horned cattle drafting.  

Jed and Jack will be joined by Jackôs partner, Cath Bowdler, an arts 

administrator, curator and academic and a former director of the 
Indigenous arts and cultural centre in Katherine, known as GRYACC. 

All ages welcome ― free event 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn 

4.00ï5.00pm, Saturday 29 February 

Email: gundarooartsculture@gmail.com 

 

Gundaroo Colonial Inn  
Chris óChoppyô Connor welcomes  

staff inquiries 

Call 6236 8155, 0490 031 271 

 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/media-releases/article/568%20(6
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/media-releases/article/568%20(6
https://cathbowdler.net/
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From ‘The Desk’ 
Welcome to the first edition for 2020. Itôs been a tough time to 
write about, particularly finding ógood newsô for the usual good 
news front page. I hope you think weôve made a fair fist of it by 
focusing on the fireys and the communityôs support for them, 
rather than on the loss and suffering of our neighbouring 
communities. That news gets plenty of reportage in the 
mainstream media. And most of know someone who has suffered.  

This month we welcome five new advertisers ï Minerva Electrical, 
Ozproperty Law, YLess4U, Back2New, and Sutton Mobile 
Stockfeeds. We encourage you to consider using their services, as 
we do for all our advertisers.  

There are some other contributions besides our regulars, although 
Iôve put two worthwhile articles on hold, due to lack of space. So 
Cate Thomas and Elizabeth Kovacs have first dibs on March.  

I hope you find this edition worth your time and a good way to 
start the Gazette year.  

Until March 

Your Editor/Custodian 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ˉ 7amð9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 

After School ˉ 3pmð6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School 

Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Vertebrate Pesticide Training 
for Sutton and Gundaroo 

A Local Land Services session to prepare you for 
autumn baiting of vertebrate pests using 

1080/Pindone/PAPP baits for foxes, wild dogs,  
rabbits and feral pigs. 

Sutton Hall 

Saturday 4 March 
9.00amï11.30am 

Morning tea provided  

To register é  

Contact Rachel Elliot, Biosecurity Officer, South East 
Local Land Services, Yass 

0448 541 949 / rachel.elliot@lls.nsw.gov.au  

Or fill out the form at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8hdw60f7Ab
WCk3YyecnPq4IO_owvTiuvxTzvRc8FBd7OMSQ/viewform 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00pm to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Notice of 

Annual General Meeting of Commoners 
7.30pm, Tuesday 30 March 2020 

Literary Institute, Cork Street, Gundaroo 
All Commoners and Gundaroo residents welcome. 

 
The 60 hectare Gundaroo Common is on the eastern edge of the 
village. It was gazetted on 19 August 1870.   

The Common is a great open-space asset where villagers can walk, 
ride horses and exercise dogs. óCommonersô are entitled to agist cattle 
(limited numbers) at a nominal cost per head per quarter. The cost is 
determined at each AGM.  

The Common is managed by a Board of Trustees elected by the village 
commoners. A commoner is a village resident or landholder whose 
application is accepted by the Trustees, and then entered on the 
Commonersô Roll, which dates back to 1923.  

To become a commoner, a villager must fill in an application form, 
available at Gundaroo Post Office, and send it to: 
The Secretary, Common Trustees Board, Gundaroo Town Common  
c/- Gundaroo Post Office, Gundaroo, NSW 2620. 

There is no fee. Once your application is received, the Trustees will 
exhibit a notice on the Common, and then consider it at the next 
meeting of the Board.  

Ordinary meetings of the Trust Board are held at least five times a year. 
General meetings of commoners are convened during the year as 
required. The AGM is held in March each year and, pursuant to the 
NSW Commons Management Act 1989, an election of Board members 
is conducted every third year.  

MARTY½S MEMORIAL CHARITY CRUISE 2020 
Sunday 1 March 2020 

Gundaroo Park 
11.30am to 2.30pm 

Around 400 cars and motorbikes arrive for a ‘show & shine’ 
competition after a road cruise from Acton ACT.  

In memory of Marty Smith, to raise funds for the  
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).  

Supported by the Gundaroo Colonial Inn  

mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.elliot@lls.nsw.gov.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8hdw60f7AbWCk3YyecnPq4IO_owvTiuvxTzvRc8FBd7OMSQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8hdw60f7AbWCk3YyecnPq4IO_owvTiuvxTzvRc8FBd7OMSQ/viewform


 6 

  

  

In Living Memory  

Gundaroo in the 1940s & 1950s 

by Marion Meischke 

Just published.  

An easy-to-read authentic history  
of Gundaroo during two decades  

of social change, told by those  
who lived in Gundaroo then. 

The perfect Christmas or  
birthday gift for anyone with  

links to Gundaroo or an  
interest in social history.  

With over 500 remastered  
photos from the period (can be  

ordered individually) and almost  
500 pages of stories to make you laugh and cry, this  

three-volume set in an attractive slip-cover will resonate 
with the old, inform the young, and bring to light a 

fascinating history for those who live here. 
 

Price $150 (including GST) 
Available from the author at 
gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com  
or  
online at www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au 

Also available at The National Library of Australia, 
Paperchain and Book Face bookshops, and at Gundaroo 
Grocer and Cork St Cellars.  

 

 

mailto:gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com
http://www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au/
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Gundaroo School News    

 

 

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ-packed 
year! It was wonderful to welcome the smiling faces of the 
children and to hear what they got up to over the holidays. 
The bushfires obviously featured heavily in many of their 
stories, and our thoughts are with all those who have been 
and continue to be affected by the disaster. 

This year we welcome two new staff to our wonderful school. 
Mrs Chloe Truijens and Miss Amy Adcock will be sharing 
teaching duties of our 2/3 class. Mrs Truijens and Miss Adcock 
are thrilled to be a part of the school community and no 
doubt you will be seeing them around throughout the year.  

New Kindergarten  

We also welcome  
16 lovely new 
Kindergarten 
students, ǿƘƻ LΩƳ 
sure are very excited 
to be starting big 
school with their 
teacher, Miss Scott! 

 

 

 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ recap of our 2019 end-of-year events. 

Concert and Presentation Night 

Once again our students put on a 
fabulous performance for all of 
our guests, with each class 
presenting their own item. From 
jungle animals to a pig jury, we 

had it all. A big thank you 
to everyone who came 
to either the matinee or 
evening performance.  

 

 

 

Community Breakfast again 
enjoyed another stellar turnout, 
and while we would have liked 
some rain this year, we were 
fortunate to have lovely sunny 
weather. A big thank you to the 
Gundaroo community for your 
support throughout the year. 

Students greeted 
patrons, and took care of 
the money (below)  

Parents and 
friends took care of breakfast. 

 

Students gathered  
for announcements and 
presentations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Farewell  Our 2019 
Year 6 students enjoyed a 
fitting farewell with a night 
of delicious food an 
energetic dancing to their 
favourite songs. Big thank 
you to all of the wonderful 
parents who helped put 
together such a 
spectacular night! 

We have a lot coming up this term, so stay tuned! 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal  
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NSW Rural             c/ς Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Hello and welcome back to 2020! We hope you are all safe and well with what has been a very challenging Christmas and New Year.  

This Fire Season has been unbelievable ï óunprecedentedô the experts are calling it, amongst other things ï but Iôm sure you all know what we 
mean. Australia has never experienced anything like it, and our Brigade members have contributed many, many hours joining and leading 
strike teams in the battle to help contain fires at North Black Range (Braidwood), Green Wattle Creek, and the huge Currowan Fire in areas 
of Charleys Forest (Nerriga) and Jacqua Creek (Bungonia). Some volunteered for deployments out-of-area, and numerous members have 
been on standby at the Fire Shed when we have experienced Catastrophic and Extreme Fire Danger days. A huge thank you to all our Brigade 
members for their endless dedication and for the support from our generous community during this difficult time. 

The Brigade wishes to thank everyone who generously donated water and food items to the Fire Shed to help our firies stay hydrated, fed and 
safe. We also wish to thank everyone involved in the Gundaroo Public School fundraiser, held for our Brigade at the end of term, which raised 
$130, and all who supported our Christmas Raffles held at the pub on Christmas Eve. Incidents have occurred in our immediate area and we 
would like to commend our community for remaining vigilant, staying prepared, and calling triple zero (000) in an emergency. 

The Bush Fire Season and threat of fires is not over. We want you all to be prepared in the event of a bush fire and to be as safe as possible. To 
do this we need everyoneôs help by checking your Bush Fire Survival Plan, remaining vigilant and re-visiting the following actions. 

With your family, discuss and review your Bush Fire Survival Plan. Visit www.myfireplan.com.au  

Prepare your home and have it ready for bush fire, itôs important you keep a well-maintained area around your home. Keep your driveways 
clear to allow easier access for fire trucks; remove materials that burn; clear debris from gutters; prepare a hose or hoses long enough to reach 
around your home; and stay up to date on bush fire conditions in our area. Have your bag packed and ready in case of evacuation or if you plan 
to leave early. Donôt forget arrangements for your pets. 

Clearly Display your property number (gate, house or letterbox) and your blue/white sign for Static Water Supply (SWS), if you have a good 
water source the RFS could use. Signs available from Deputy, Andrew Nicholls 0414 824 176, or Yass Fire Control Centre 6226 3100. 

Stay up to date with whatôs happening around you é 

Gundaroo RFB Captain:   Michael Cliff 0428 494 403 

Bush Fire Information Line:   1800 679 737 (NSW RFS) 

Bush Fire Alert Levels:   www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  

Fire Danger Ratings and Total Fire Bans:   www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr 

Download on your smartphone:   óFires Near Meô app, and activate óMy Watch Zoneô 

Social media:   www.facebook.com/nswrfs  and www.twitter.com/nswrfs  

Television/ Radio:   Radio with batteries if power goes down. Local radio, local ABC/emergency broadcaster frequency, TV 

Buy or borrow the book, by Joan Webster OAM, óEssential Bushfire Safety Tipsô. Itôs been revised and updated and has many practical 
concise tips. See www.publish.csiro.au/pid/6969.htm  

Gundaroo Brigade Annual General Meeting ï 11 March at 7pm, at the Fire Shed. Everyone welcome.  

Deidre Robinson ï Publicity Officer 
   

[ƻǳΩǎ .ƻōŎŀǘ IƛǊŜ 
Over 30 yearsõ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenalõs Bobcat Hire gets all your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking 

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo 
and parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr
http://www.facebook.com/nswrfs
http://www.twitter.com/nswrfs
http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/6969.htm
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Tribute to our ‘Fireys’

My intention when planning this edition was to write a 
thorough and detailed article about our rural fire 
brigades ς mostly about Gundaroo, but also about Back 
Creek and the other brigades that are part of what is 
known as Group 4: i.e. Sutton and Yass River. My 
objective was to provide an insight into how the 
brigades work ς separately and together ς how they 
communicate and share information and cooperate for 
the most effective results.  

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ΨǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
particular role, and to convey how committed the 
brigade members are to being competent in their 
respective and diverse roles within teams that rely 
heavily on mutual support and back-up. That includes 
ǘƘŜ ΨōŀŎƪ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ς the mechanics, the couriers 
ŀƴŘ ΨǘŀȄƛ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜǊŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜǊǎΦ  

I wanted to explore and describe in lay terms the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ όΨŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΩΣ Category 2, 7, 9 etc), the 
technologies, and their applications.  

And I wanted to illustrate how willing many brigade 
members are to travel to distant active firegrounds 
where the danger is much greater.  

I wanted to get inside the detail of decision-making and, 
if necessary, to ΨǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
confidently grasped by a lay reader unfamiliar with this 
whole subject. How do the team leaders think? What 
must they consider en route to a decision?  

In short, I needed to apǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ς 
Who? What? When? Where? How? Why? 

I failed. After sitting down with Gundaroo Captain 
Michael Cliff a couple of nights ago, I realised how many 
more questions I need to ask and get answered in order 
to understand a fraction of what experienced fireys 
know to do implicitly.  

I wanted to properly understand the lines and limits of 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ½ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳǇǎΣ 
the relationships ς and how critical good judgment is.  

²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ, as our environment 
and climate patterns change, more and more of us who 
may have but a meagre grasp and appreciation of what 
rural fire brigades actually do will perforce have to work 
harder so that we DO understand and appreciate.  

To do that is a much bigger project than I at first 
imagined. One that will take more time and space to do 
it ς and the brigades ς justice.  

So, it has now become a project for a future edition.  

For now, here is a small random pictorial about 
Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade ς some action, crew, 
appliances, supporters, fundraisers, media, training and 
helping community. A token of our appreciation.  

Alan Cummine 
Fledgling firey 
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Out and about in Gundaroo  
An occasional column of reader contributions 
  

Developments at Gundaroo Park 
Ron Miller, Chair, Gundaroo Park Land Manager Board  
 

Good news on water  

Gundaroo Park has been suffering from a lack of water in the 
past couple of years, and not only from the drought. Added 
to the big dry are problems with the irrigation system under 
the oval, the water bore that provides the irrigation water, 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘo use as part of our 
official allocation. The problems led to the Bullocks Soccer 
team not being able to play on the field for the 2019 season. 

Thanks to (a) sterling work by local soccer club member 
and professional greenkeeper Shane Dawson, ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
many hours repairing the irrigation system; (b) a grant for 
a replacement bore from Crown Lands; and (c) a successful 
bid for an extra allocation of water, a good lump of these 
problems should be solved, with noticeable changes to the 
Park by later this year. (Sooner if we get some rain!). 

The parts needed for the irrigation repair have been either 
donated or paid for by the Park management board. The 
replacement bore is due to be drilled in early March. The 
grant will cover most costs, ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌŀƛse some 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōƻǊŜ όϷнΣрллύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
need a working bee or two to relocate the pump shed. The 
new 5 megalitre water allocation will cost $5,000, and this 
will be paid for by contributions from user groups (Soccer, 
Cricket, Scouts, aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘύ ŀƴŘ by fund raising. The new 
allocation now means we have 8 megalitres each year. The 
licence is owned in perpetuity by the Park. 

Amenities block/Oval renovation 
We're still to hear an exact start date for the new Amenities 
Block at the tŀǊƪ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜƴŎƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǎ 
part of the construction, Yass Valley Council has decided to 
replace the septic system at the Park. This means a saving of 
about $10,000 to the Park and its user groups, which had 
committed to pay this amount to add to a grant the Park had 
received for a new system. 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
committed for the septic should stay with the Park and be 
spent on much needed renovation of the oval surface. This 
will include topdressing, sowing etc. 

Fence work 
The Oval fence is also looking a bit weary (as are some of the 
boundary fences)Σ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ 
in the not too distant future for repairs and painting. 

Camping permission 
The Park has received development consent from Yass Valley 
Council to operate as a Primitive Camping Ground. This was 
recommended by Crown Lands to assure us of protection 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ hǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ do some privacy plantings and 
adding more signage to communicate 
more clearly with campers about what 
Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ 
bring a significant level of funds into 
the Park and into the village economy 
but we also need to be mindful of 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ  

Ponderosa to hit the ground 
Following the annual inspection late 
last year by Council staff, it was 
decided that the large Ponderosa pine 
(pictured) on the Lind Street side of the 
Park should be removed this year. The  

 

old trees were originally planted in the late 1800s, and many 
are past their use-by date. The Park Board Is attempting to 
keep them as long as possible, with pruning for safety, but on 
average , one tree a year has to be removed to keep Park 
users safe. There has been some replanting over the years, 
and more is planned for the future.  

Park management 
For those who are new to the village, here are some notes on 
how the Park is managed and run. Gundaroo is unusual in that 
all of the infrastructure (Park, Hall, Common, Literary 
Institute), has always been run and managed not by local 
Council, but by the village itself under a series of Crown Land 
trusts and management boards or, in the case of the Hall (and 
soon the Literary Institute), actually owned by the village. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƛƴŘƛng 
money for maintenance and repairs, it also gives the village 
unique input into running its own facilities. Council has 
helped at times through grants, funding and in-kind support, 
ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ 
keeps these things going and builds a great community spirit 
at the same time. 

The Park Land Manager Board is appointed by the State 
Government every five years after a public call for members. 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ¦ǎŜǊ 
Group Subcommittee with members from Soccer, Cricket, 
{ŎƻǳǘǎΣ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ, and the Gundaroo Community 
Association (representing the village in general), ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
in the process of formalising though Crown Lands. This gives 
the main users a role in deciding what should happen at the 
Park and at the same time taking some responsibility for its 
future operation. 
 

 

A topical poem by a long-time well-established  
Gundaroo primary producer 

(with apologies for the title to then federal  
Treasurer Paul Keating, 1990) 

óThe summer we had to haveô 

The lazy red sun hangs still in the haze, 
Its petulant gaze on our long dusty days. 

Our dull orange world masks the passing of time 
Till the east wind arrives from its cool seaside clime, 

Fanning the fires to bring acrid smoke, 
Which cools down the night, but still makes us choke. 

Our whole world, it seems, burns dark and intense, 
Razing houses, trees, lives ï as Earthôs anger it vents. 
What hope have we here as the burning draws nigh? 

The paddocks are yellow, the dams nearly dry. 
The sheep are all hungry ï no rain in the sky. 

Now climate deniers are called to account. 
No place left to hide; no lies to recount. 
Weôll work to survive till the crisis is past. 

Yes! A paradigm shift is within sight at last. 

The forces are gathering; the time now is nigh 
To change harming habits and lift our hopes high. 
Our children, friends, lovers demand that we strive 

To rescue our world so we all stay alive. 

Thereôs hope in the air ï in the smoke and the dust. 
Weôll win this long battle ï we can and we must 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Two alternative recipes, received from  
Lana Mitchell … after too many ‘near misses’  

Recipe for death 
This recipe is an old favourite unfortunately well enjoyed in our local 
community. This recipe is for Back Creek Road, but there are many 
other local roads that can be used for the same outcome if the recipe 
is followed dutifully. Combine the following ingredients for certain 
death of yourself, loved ones and wildlife: 

1.   A dirt road lined with trees on both sides. 
2.   Concealed driveways every 100ï200 metres. 
3.   Drought conditions withwildlife moving frequently to find food. 
4.   Several blind corners, including a blind intersection at Sibley Rd. 
5.   A narrowing of the road in places, where two cars cannot pass. 
6.   Severe corrugations on both edges of the road. 
7.   Soft shoulders that a car dare not enter. 
8.   Heavy dust that is stirred up easily and reduces visibility to  

less than 20%. 
9.   A road that faces East/West and thus gets sunrise in your eyes 

as you head out, and sunset in your eyes as you return home. 
10. An attitude that you know the road well, so can go fast. 
11. Travel at 70km/h or faster ï turn your music up, keep your 

windows closed and say your prayers! 

If you add heat to the recipe it works particularly well ï but the recipe 
is also effective in sub-zero temperatures. In fact, in any season, the 
recipe will bring about the desired result. Fog combined with dust is a 
doozy! An SUV/4WD or ute at high speed is particularly effective. 

Recipe for living 
1.   A dirt road lined with trees on both sides. 
2.   Concealed driveways every 100ï200 metres. 
3.   Drought conditions with wildlife moving frequently to find food. 
4.   Several blind corners, including a blind intersection at Sibley Rd. 
5.   A narrowing of the road in places, where two cars cannot pass. 
6.   Severe corrugations on both edges of the road. 
7.   Soft shoulders that a car dare not enter. 
8.   Heavy dust that is stirred up easily and reduces visibility to  

less than 20%. 
9.   A road that faces East/West and thus gets sunrise in your eyes 

as you head out, and sunset in your eyes as you return home. 
10. An attitude that regardless of the daily stresses, deadlines, 

music volume or size of your engine, travelling no faster than 
60km an hour will SAVE LIVES. 

For those of us that live on Back Creek Road, this second recipe has 
the highest ratings and reviews. In fact, if you follow this recipe, you 
get the added benefit of enjoying the beauties of our local landscape 
without ploughing into them or other local residents. 

I have written to the Council asking for 60km/h speed signs and also 
wildlife signs to be posted on Back Creek Road. I have spoken to the 
Highway Patrol and they welcome the number plates of any 
dangerous drivers that you encounter, and will pay them a visit and 
possibly take them to court. 

I love my children. I love my neighbours. I love the kangaroos, 
wallabies, wombats, possums, goannas, lizards, snakes and birds. I 
love this community and I donôt want to see more death. 

To report a dangerous driver, take note of their number plate and 
write to the Yass Valley Highway Patrol with details of time and place 
and what occurred. If you have a dash-cam, provide footage (but this 
is not required for action from the police).  

Our belated farewell to óthe Waggiesô 
[ŀǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ Σ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ YŜǊǊȅ ²ŀƎǎǘŀŦŦ ΨƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩ 
after an emotional farewell in the pub courtyard by a large 
gathering of local and more distant friends.  

Dry eyes were rare (but smiles aplenty) 
 during the fond farewells by Mark and  

Kerry reǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛƪŜ 5ŀǊōȅΩǎ 
 reflections on their Gundaroo friendships. 

Kerry told The Gundaroo Gazette that 
DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ ƘŀŘ άƳŜŀƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘέΣ ŀƴŘ that they 
άƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
moving across the world to the Isle of 
aǳƭƭέΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ 
off the west coast of Scotland to spend 
ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
while they are all still well and active.  

Their love for Gundaroo began when they moved here in 2003, 
and their wedding became the centre of one of the villageΩǎ 
legends. The ceremony in St Marks was to be followed by a 
reception at Cork Street Café. But a severe storm cut the power.  

Kerry related the story. άJenny Thorne offered Gina the gas 
stove in the Gundaroo Store, and with generator-powered 
ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ΨŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩ ǿŀǎ carried from the Café to the Store for 
the reception. Then the power came back just as we entered 
the church. But the reception was still held in the store. It was 
beautiful. And it ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know. Then we carried on at the pub. What a community!έ 

Kerry said this sense of community got her involved in the 
Bush Festival on the Common, where she organised the 
corporate tent for three years. She also initiated one of the 
first ς if not the first ς Gundaroo book club in recent times.  

They lived in Cork Street for more than a decade, Kerry 
working in the federal Agriculture department, Mark working 
with the electrical installation company Ecowise, and keeping 
a Ford Escort rally car in trim. (An interest he shared with 
another motor sport competitor and race car preparer, 
Andrew Nicholls ς aŀǊƪΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ Man.)  

Mark competed in rallies in UK and Australia, and, with his dad 
in the hot seat, won the Tour of Mull in 1992. (Check out 
aŀǊƪΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŀōƭŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƘŜǊŜΥ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpPLnBn-Fi0 

Their lives changed when Kerry retired, and Mark suffered a 
medical event that stopped his work with Ecowise. Upon 
ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ aŀǊƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ΨLΩƳ ¸ŀ aŀƴΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ of us 
discovered his diverse skills in making and fixing things. Kerry 
continued working in Gundaroo, especially with the sadly 
missed Doorstep Dinners, The Nest, and other local enterprises.  

This life continued but diversified when they moved to a 200+ 
acre property on Yass River Road ς starting from scratch, first 
with Angus cattle, then with Dorper sheep, as well as starting 
other non-farm enterprises of their own. Throughout it all, 
Mark and Kerry were never out of our orbit, still regularly in 
the village and spending time with their Gundaroo friends. 
(And Kerry was instrumental in changing the Gazette onto a 
program your then-new Editor could work with. Thank you!) 

Since selling and moving to their new home far away, Kerry 
posts regularly on Gundaroo Community Connect Facebook 
page, with running pictorials of their new life. They left here 
with an idea to start a guest house, to take advantage of the 
six-months-a-year intensive tourism on the island.  

Let us wish them good fortune in whatever endeavours they 
pursue. Their Gundaroo friendships will long endure.  

****************************

Some one-liners (to fill the space) 

“Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes.” 

“How is it possible to have a civil war?” 

“What was the best thing before sliced bread?” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpPLnBn-Fi0
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
OPEN THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AMï4PM  

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AMï5PM 

Cellar Door Events  
March 1st ï SUNDAY SOUNDS! 

12pm to 5pm 
With the New Year comes the start of our monthly Sunday 

Sounds. 
Leisa Keen and John Mackey ï Jazz Duo 
Wines, beer and food available until 4pm.  

Gundaroo Film Society Bordeaux/Gundog Estate  
compararative tasting February 22nd, 3pmï6pm 

Wine Week Music Weekend ï 21st and 22nd March, 12pmï5 pm 

NEW RELEASE 

Gundog Estate Rosé 2019 ï A single vineyard release from 
Phillip Williams Wallaroo vineyard in Hall. A beautiful dry style 

made from Cabernet Sauvignon, this wine has enticing 
aromas of cherry, mulberry and spice. The palate features a 

delicate balance of flavour, acidity and fine tannin.  

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 
MUSIC AND PARTIES 

FEBRUARY 
Fri 14th ð Valentineõs Day. Rolling Hills specials! 

Sat 29th ð First Fireside Chat for 2020, 4ð5pm 
MARCH 
Sun 1st ð Supporting ôMartyõs Memorial Charity Cruiseõ,  
(11.30ð2.30) Gundaroo Park. 400 Cars & Bikes Show&Shine 
Sat 14th ð Celebrate Sal & Scott Harding both turning 
      50! Live bands from 7.30pm 
Sun 15th ð Live music with 3/4 Full, from 4pm 
Fri 20 th ð Sydney Hotshots. Bookings essential via Pub or 
Facebook. Book your Girlsõ Night Out now!  
Fri 27th ðSouthern Rough Riders host Karaoke, 8pm 

Pool Comp on Thursdays 
Sport/Community Raffle on Fridays 

(Meat trays by Gunning Butcher) 

Seeking expressions of interest for footy tipping 
competitions (both NRL and AFL) 

Seeking expressions of interest for a bus trip to watch 
Raiders defeat Rabbitohs on Sunday 26 April. 

 

LWHERE GOOD 

FRIENDS MEETM 

Coming events 

More space fillers 
“I’m great at multi-tasking: I can waste time, be 
unproductive and procrastinate all at once.” 

“I hate it when people use big words just to make themselves 
sound perspicacious.” 

“There are three kinds of men: Ones who learn by reading. 
The few who learn by observation. The rest have to pee on 
the electric fence and find out for themselves.” 

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au

Madeleine and me 

This summer our sensory perception has become acutely and 
tragically attuned to fire and smoke. Petrichor, in contrast, 
would have been experienced by many in our community over 
the past few weeks but almost certainly no-one managed to 
get enough of it.  

From the Greek: Petri (stone) and Ichor (the blood of the 
Gods), Petrichor is the name created by two Australian 
scientists (Bear and Thomas) as recently as 1964. It 
describes the smell created when falling rain first strikes the 
dry ground below. Like many smells that enter our personal 
space as we move about, or as the environment changes 
around us, it becomes quickly stored in our sensory memory 
and immediately assessed as pleasing or not. 

Smell is the most emotional and evocative of our senses, with 
the ability to bring back memories faster and with more 
immediacy than a photograph. The smells of a garden, a 
particular flower or herb, the scent of a lover, the nose of a 
great red wine can all be recalled instantly and accurately, while 
ways to describe these aromas remain particularly difficult.  

The Red Wine Aroma Wheel for instance has 150 
suggested smells attached to that complex beverage and 
linked to the taste and mouthfeel of the wine once you take 
a sip. Smell is critical to taste; food and wine professionals 
most fear a loss or a deterioration of their sense of smell as 
the greatest risk to their professional skills. 

A recent conversation with a friend about the nature of 
nostalgia, and what senses prompt the recalling of past events, 
places, people etc, caused me to re-visit Marcel Proustôs 
Swannôs Way ï the first volume of his opus In Search of Lost 
Times, which, frankly, I have never been able to conquer. 
Writing in the first person, Proust describes in intricate detail the 
minutiae of his life between the ages of six and nine, when he 
was cared for by his Aunt Leonie, living with her in a small 
cottage in the town of Illiers, about two hours from Paris by 
train. He uses the experience described below to explain how 
his memory of this much earlier life suddenly became 
accessible to him: 

And suddenly the memory returns. The taste was that of 
the little crumb of madeleine, which on Sunday mornings 
at Combrey (because on those mornings I did not go out 
before church-time), when I went to say good day to her in 
her bedroom, my aunt Leonie used to give me, dipping it 
first in her own cup of real or of lime-flower tea.  

I have long been a fan of the madeleine cake since first 
discovering it myself in France, noting the extreme 
suitability of the little shell-shaped morsel for dunking into 
oneôs morning coffee. But the power to trigger otherwise 
long-lost memories? 

I began a recall scan of my own domestic life in the six-to-
nine age period, to see if that would reveal a memory trigger 
like Marcelôs. I had chosen my motherôs winter kitchen as the 
setting for this memory exercise, and was instantly assaulted 

with an array of sensory 
memories, mostly smell, taste 
and temperature-based.  

Our winters were cold in our 
Hawkesbury Valley cottage. 
My mother used an Aga 
stove installed in a previous 
eraôs fireplace, which 
smouldered all day and was 
fired up for cooking when 
required. The constant smell 
was of burning wood with a 

low sound of crackling in the background, occasionally a 
smell of smoke, but not much as it had an efficient firebox 
and chimney. It was always warm in that kitchen, which 
created a comforting environment. Sometimes in the 
mornings my school clothes were dried, or warmed, in front 
of the fire. They steamed lightly as they dried, eventually 
smelling warm and cozy. 

We didnôt have madeleines in those days, but my mother 
produced wonderful scones in her Aga oven. I vividly recall 
the cooking smell and the reassuring aroma as the scones 
cooled on a wire rack. The delight of locally made butter, 
melting when spread on the scone, and topped with home-
made strawberry jam and occasionally thick cream collected 
from the top of the milk jar delivered by a neighbouring 
dairy, completed the sensory delights of this memory. 

Compared with Marcelôs crumb of madeleine I reckon I had 
a much more gratifying smell/taste experience in my 
memory journey, but he was able to produce a 1200-page 
opus after his experience! 

Madeleines are fun and easy to make. Youôll need the characteristic fluted 
mould, readily available at kitchen accoutrement stores. These little 
morsels dunk deliciously in a chilled sweet wine or a Muscat, or in an early 
morning Eau de Vie, as often seen at French truckie stops. The following 
recipe is based on Matt Moranôs version. 
Ingredients: 
100g unsalted butter  40g  plain flour 
35g  honey  4 egg whites 
100g icing sugar  Olive oil or butter for greasing 
40g  almond meal  A little caster sugar (optional) 
Method: 
1, Melt the butter and honey in a small saucepan. Remove from heat and 

allow to cool. 
2. Combine the icing sugar, almond meal and flour in an electric mixer. 

With the motor at slow speed, slowly add the egg whites. Once 
incorporated, gradually add the butter and honey mixture and combine 
well. Cover with plastic film and refrigerate for at least one hour. 

3. Pre-heat the oven to 180C. 
4. Lightly spray the madeleine tray with oil or grease it with butter. Sprinkle 

with caster sugar for a nice crunch. Half-fill the moulds with the batter 
and bake for 8 minutes, or until golden and well-risen. Immediately turn 
out the madeleines onto a cooling rack. Serve while still warm. 

Bon apetit! 
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 

 
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

Look out for our weekly home-cooked meal specials,  
starting on Monday nights from 5pm.  

¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ DǊƻŎŜǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY - GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal ς Sport ς Spinal ς Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy ς Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 

PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 2020 
Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with 

enjoyable and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30ς7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30ς9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 

The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 
Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 
An occasional column about things natural  

By Sue McIntyre 

  

Are you covered? 

LŦ ȅƻǳϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘΣ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳƻƪŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƛǘϥǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ 
ōǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ς ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀƛƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƭǳŎƪΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎΚ hƴƭȅ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ Ŧƭƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎǘƛŦȅ 
ǘƘŀǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀ ǊǳǎƘ ƻŦ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŜƪǎ ŀƴȅ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǎŜŘΣ ŀƴƴǳŀƭπŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƻ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ ƻŦΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ōŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƭƻƻǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 
ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŘǳƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƘŜŀǾȅ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛǎ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊƻƻǎǘΦ 
hǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ όŘǳƴƎΣ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŦƛƴŜ ƳǳƭŎƘΣ ǎƻƛƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ 
ǎƻƛƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
ŜȄǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǊǊŀȅπ5ŀǊƭƛƴƎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪϥǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƎŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƎŀƭ ǘƻȄƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻȄȅƎŜƴ 
ŘŜǇǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ƭŜŀƪȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻƛƭΣ 
ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƛŘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎΦ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ōƻǘƘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΦ  

¢ƻǳƎƘ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ 
ǎƻƛƭΦ  bŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ  

 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘǘŜǎǘΣ 
ŘǊƛŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǳƴƎǊŀȊŜŘ Ǉƭƻǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŘŜƴǎŜ 
ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ 
ƳƛŘπWŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘŘƛǎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ƛǎ YŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ƎǊŀǎǎ 
ό¢ƘŜƳŜŘŀ 

ǘǊƛŀƴŘǊŀύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚ !ƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻǎΦ 
²Ŝ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻƴ DŀƴƎ DŀƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ  

 

 

 

ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘπǇƻƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ 
ŘƛƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ 
ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ όƘŜǊŜ YŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƭŀōȅ DǊŀǎǎŜǎύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŜǎǎ ŘƛƎŜǎǘƛōƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴΦ 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ 
ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ 

ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŘƛǎƘπ
ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ¢ƘŜƳŜŘŀ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƻ 
ƭŀǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀƭŜǊ ²ƛǊŜ DǊŀǎǎ 
ό!ǊƛǎǘƛŘŀ ǊŀƳƻǎŀύΦ 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 
ŘŜƴǎŜ ²ƛǊŜ DǊŀǎǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴǳǎ ƻŦ 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ 
ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ   

 

²ƛǊŜ DǊŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
ƘŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

ƻŦ ƭƻǿ Ǉŀƭŀǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ 
ŎƻǾŜǊ όƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ WƻȅŎŜŀΣ 5ƛŀƴŜƭƭŀΣ 
[ƻƳŀƴŘǊŀΣ tƻŀΣ /ŀǊŜȄΣ WǳƴŎǳǎύΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ 
ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ L  ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ²ƛǊŜ DǊŀǎǎ  ǎƘŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ 
ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊōǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭǎΦ Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǊŜ 
DǊŀǎǎ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǊŜŦǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

CǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ 
ŜȄǘƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΦ ²ƛǊŜ 
DǊŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƭƪΣ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻǎΣ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǇŀƭŀǘŀōƭŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘ ŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘΣ 
ƛƴŘƛƎŜǎǘƛōƭŜ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΦ 

Lƴ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜπƳŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ϥǘƻǳƎƘϥ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ 
ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊŀƎŜΦ 

Sue McIntyre  
February 2020 

ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƎŀƴƎπƎŀƴƎπƎǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΦŎƻƳκ 

 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Where to now when  

the smoke clears?  

I wish I had all the answers for how to deal with the 
smoke that is shrouding us all and creating so much 
fear and discomfort for those in the smoke zone, 
and terror, disaster and loss for those on the front 
line. 

Regardless of how the fires started, why they are so 
bad and how long they are going to linger, there will 
be a fallout for many of our gardens. 

The crisp dry heat we are experiencing, followed by 
weeks of smoke and heat, make keeping the garden in 
tip-top shape rather tricky. And as I write this weΩre 
still not half way through summer. 

Many rural gardens are in 
the very difficult situation 
of running out of water in 
dams and tanks, along 
with bores that are 
running dry. In town, 
most gardeners are trying 
to use water 
conservatively and 
cautiously, but with the 
weather conditions weΩǊe 
experiencing, little bits of 
water are not enough.  

In many cases, 
transpiration is faster 
than plants can take up 
water, so plants are 
wilting quickly, especially 
young plants. Some suffer 
severe stress and may die. 

This is new territory for our gardens. 

What I do know is that our local vineyards and, more 
importantly, their grapes will be seriously impacted by 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜΦ DǊŀǇŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨǎƳƻƪŜ ǘŀƛƴǘŜŘΩΣ 
be rendered useless. 

Recent news suggests that the density of smoke weΩǊŜ 
experiencing is equivalent to 60 cigarettes a day. Even 
hardcore smokers would have trouble keeping up 
with that.  

Like humans, plants will be affected by the fine 
particles in the smoke that include ash, partly 
consumed fuel, potentially hundreds of chemical 
compounds including carbon monoxide, carbon 
dioxide, hydrocarbons and small amounts of nitrogen 
oxide. I imagine that prolonged exposure to excessive 
smoke along with excessive CO2 and other gases will 
possibly cause blockages that could lead to the plant 
suffocating if this lasts for a prolonged period. 

According to my research, even short-term 
exposure to smoke can destroy chlorophyll in plants 
and reduce their ability to photosynthesise by as  

 
much as 50%. This will cause the plants to become 
oxygen-deprived, and may cause wilting and ill-
thrift. In this case, plants then switch to survival 
mode ς fruiting and ripening slow down, reducing 
plant yield, and potentially affecting the flavour of 
your produce.  

Paradoxically, one benefit of smoke is the reduction 
of intense direct sunlight. This helps prevent heat 
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴ ǎŎŀƭŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
in your garden this summer. Smoke diffuses 
sunlight, sending light to lower parts of the plant 
that normally miss out on sunlight. Smoke can also 
provide the advantage of inhibiting fungal disease 
and insect pest activity. 

But then there is the consideration of our pollinators. 
Our bees are already compromised, and smoke is 
their worst enemy. Not only have millions of food-
producing hectares burnt, but the ensuing smoke 
must be causing great hunger, confusion and death 
to our bee colonies. Many bee keepers have stated 
that it may take as many as 20 years to return to any 
sense of normalcy in the bee communities. 

When the smoke finally lifts and the heat comes out 
of summer, it is likely thaty our gardens will need 
more than a little extra care and attention, and some 
ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ  

I for one will not be defeated by this catastrophe. I 
will continue to plant thousands of trees and shrubs 
every year, hoping that my little bit will make a small 
difference. 

Lisa Walmsley 
January 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

&  Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

 

¶ Lawyer conveyancing 
¶ Wills 
¶ Probate ACT and NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
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Wildcare 
by Merran Laver and Alissa Willacott 

Wildcare stands ready 
Wildcare has been very busy dealing with injured and 
displaced wildlife this summer as a result of the fires, 
heat, drought and hailstorm in the region.  

Our Wildcare phone hotline is manned by volunteers 
ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ нпκтΦ ²ƛƭŘŎŀǊŜΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ 
large area in NSW bordering the north, east and south 
of ACT, extending to beyond Yass, Collector, 
Bungendore and Michelago. Residents and other 
members of the public are encouraged to call 
Wildcare on 6299 1966 to ensure help is initiated as 
quickly as possible for wildlife that are found injured 
or heat stressed. 

 

An echidna on 
a fireground 
near Carwoola 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tips for engaging with injured wildlife 

1. Safety is paramount! Do not put anyone at risk 
attempting a rescue. 

2. Wildlife can bite and scratch and may be 
venomous, so take extreme care. Sick or injured 
animals are fighting for survival, so they may be 
ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know that you are there to help. 

3. If youΩre concerned about an animal, watch from 
a safe distance and contact Wildcare. One of our 
trained members can attend and assess. 

4. Do not approach snakes, monitors, bats, large 
kangaroos, large wombats or raptors. Handling 
these animals requires specialist training, and for 
bats, specialist vaccinations. If you feel you can 
safely capture a small animal, then do so, but 
leave the large animals to experienced rescuers.  

5. Keep a pet carrier or strong cardboard box, a 
pillowcase and a towel in your car in case you find 
a small injured animal that you can safely capture 
without putting yourself or anyone else in danger. 
Small animals can be placed in a pillowcase or 
cloth bag or wrapped loosely in a towel and then 
inside a box. Birds and small reptiles can simply be 
placed in a covered box that has a cloth or suitable 
substrate in the base. 

6. Keep any rescued animals in a cool, quiet, dark 
place. Please do not smoke around a wild animal 
and be sensitive to loud noises (e.g. dogs barking, 
kids playing, car radios playing, TVs etc.). Resist the 
temptation to open the bag or box to show other 

people; the animal will already be very frightened, 
and further stress may lead to its death. 

7. If the animal is observed on a roadway, please 
remain near the animal if you are able to stay 
until a rescuer arrives. If you cannot stay, please 
give a detailed description of the exact location 
of the animal, and mark the area by tying a piece 
of string or something from your car to a fence or 
tree, or by placing some sticks and rocks in a 
pattern on the fence line.  

8. If you pick up an animal that has been burnt, 
orphaned or injured, please get it to a vet or 
wildlife rehabilitation organisation as quickly as 
possible. Call Wildcare if you are unsure of 
anything.  

Wildcare relies on the generosity of its volunteers and 
donations from members of the public. Donations can 
be made via the Wildcare website: wildcare.com.au ς 
there are a ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘŀȄ 
deductible! 

Contact Wildcare on 6299 1966 if you see a native 
animal in distress or need advice as to how you can 
support wildlife in your area. 

Merran Laver & Alissa willacott 
for Wildcare 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

V Experienced pet sitters 

V In business since 2016 

V Reasonable rates 

V Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

V Experienced babysitters 

V Reasonable rates 

V Available most evenings and weekends 

V Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them. 

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henryõs Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
BricklayingïTilingïConcreting 
Turf Laying ï and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 
0411 122518 

Your local electrician 

Andrew Lemon 

 
 

APL Electrical Services 

Electrical maintenance, new homes, 

Extensions, sheds, 

Power to water bores, 

And more. 

Punctual and dependable reputation. 

Please call Andrew 

On 0428 466 525 

NSW Licence: 120626C 
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Gundaroo Sport 
  

Slipping away?  
DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ Dƻŀǘǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎo far been able to sustain 
the form and good fortune that saw them end the 
first half of the cricket season in second place in the 
Yass District Cricket Association A Grade competition.  

The team has slipped to fifth (out of seven) after 
losing their first two matches in 2020 ς to 
Murrumbateman (at home) on 11 January, and to 
Boorowa (away) on 18 January.  

There was no match on either the 25th (long weekend) 
or 1 February (abandoned, dangerous weather).  

Mitch Callagher told The Gundaroo Gazette that lack 
of numbers in January has been a factor in the losses, 
limiting the choice of good experienced players, with 
gaps being filled by inexperienced friends helping out. 
Chris Gaggin has been missed, while was playing with 
the AFP team in New Zealand.  

Mitch top-
scored in 
both 
matches, 
with 60 and 
56 runs 
respectively. 
He also top-
scored with 
35 runs on  
2 February in the Yass Reps match against Goulburn.  

 

 

The calendar for the rest of the season is:  
у CŜō φ Ǿ 5ŀƭǘƻƴ όŀǘ ƘƻƳŜύ 
   [ф CŜō φ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ wŜǇǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ¸ŀss v Goulburn] 
мр CŜō φ Ǿ .ƻƻǊƻǿŀ όŀǿŀȅύ 
нн CŜō φ όƭŀǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘύ .ȅŜ 

Then there are three weeks of the Finals rounds.  

If Gundaroo Goats can get back inside the first 
four, they will be playing play in the Finals for the 
Triggs Shield.  

If they finish fifth or lower, they will be playing for 
the Sweeney Cup (for 2nd Grade), which they have 
won before (displayed at the pub).  

Mitch says the team is not unhappy to finish the 
season in this positionΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ǿŜŜƴŜȅ /ǳǇΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘΦέ 

The Friday night pub raffles will continue for some 
weeks, and the range of prizes is expanding. For 
example, Friday 7th includes vouchers at Hall Rural 
Supplies and a $350 load of water from Hewatts.  

¢ƘŜ ǊŀŦŦƭŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ 
association, support the maintenance and 
improvement of the oval at Gundaroo Park, and can 
help with promoting development of junior cricket.  

Go the Goats!  

 

  

Sunday Handicap ‘Relief Run’ 
The forty-seventh running of the Sunday Handicap involved a number of 
participants registering and donating to ΨRelief RunΩ. Runners across  
Australia and around the world donated a Ψregistration feeΩ and then 
completed a run somewhere, including the Gundaroo Sunday Handicap. 
More than a million dollars was raised for the Red Cross Disaster Relief 
Fund. 

By the time you read this, Alison Coles will have joined the illustrious few 
to have completed 20 runs with the Handicap. The run has now been 
completed 323 times and involved 80 runners since we began in January 
2018. It is an easy 5.2km, mostly around the common, and starts and 
finishes at the pub. There is also a 4km route for the walkers, which takes 
around 45 minutes. Runners start from a handicap time, the fastest 
leaving last, so that we all arrive back at the pub in a close group, for 
fellowship and refreshment. The routes are on Strava (app and website), 

and also in a picture on the village 
Facebook.  

We start at 17:00 in summertime and 
16:00 in winter, every Sunday.  

New runners and walkers are made 
very welcome. No cost, no rules.  
Come as often or as seldom as you like.  
See you on the Handicap. 
 

Nick Drew  
0411 410 903,  
nick@njdrew.net. 

Sutton  
Mobile 

Stockfeeds  
0ÛÛÚáÑâÌ 6ÐÌ "ÈÔÌß Èâ 

5äââÚØ 
Saturdays 

7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays 

3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

mailto:nick@njdrew.net
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GoodWords Consulting 
Edit | Write | Rewrite | Proofread 

Affordable, accessible, local 

Alan Cummine  
0407 488 927 

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

* * * * * *  

mailto:alan.cummine@gmail.com
http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
mailto:alan.cummine@gmail.com
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Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  

Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub 
steeped in history. Sophisticated country dining  
at its finest. 

Lunch: Friday to Sunday and most public holidays 
Dinner:  Thursday to Saturday 

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street 
6236 8217 

(Walk down the driveway to the stables behind the 
Old Police Station, now a private residence.) 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday, from 9.00am 
   For breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  

TƘŜ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǇǳōΩΦ Great atmosphere. Very popular 
family restaurant, with indoor and outdoor dining. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  

Bar 
Tuesday to Sunday 
   From 3.00pm weekdays 
  From 12 noon weekends 
Restaurant 
Dinner:   Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday 5.30ς8.30pm 
   Friday, Saturday 5.30ς9.00pm 
Lunch:   Friday to Sunday from 12.00ς3.00pm 

Bookings preferred, via 
www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-
pub/book-restaurant  
or rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com  
or 0401 579 650 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Takeaway hours:  Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 

6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
  corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  

Gourmet meat and cheese platters. Tea and coffee.  
Wine by the bottle or glass, served only with food.  
Wine tastings. Extensive range.  

Thursday & Friday: 11amς4pm. Food until 3pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 11amς5pm. Food until 4pm 

 

Tallagandra Hill ²ƛƴŜǊȅ φ ²ƛƴŜ .ŀǊ 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
0434 041 915 

Specially curated cheese and charcuterie platters 
matched to our single vineyard premium wines.  

The menu offers a unique matched food-and-wine 
experience for our visitors to enjoy either for a hearty 
lunch or just ŦƻǊ ΨƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΩΦ  

Saturday 12.00pm to 4.00pm 
Sunday 11.00pm to 4.00pm 

  

Church worship in Gundaroo 
Catholic 

{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 

Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 

Contact: Narelle Buckley ς 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 

Communion Service (first Sunday) 

Family Service (third Sunday) 

Contact: Royce Thompson τ 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting 
at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke τ 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches combine to arrange an ecumenical 
service in each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating  
the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 

Gundaroo Community Connect 
Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-pub/book-restaurant
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-pub/book-restaurant
mailto:rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate files, 
rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ótweakedô to fit the available spaces.) 
Small ð $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium ð $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large ð $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large ð $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, matching the dimensions above and saved in high 
resolution. Please specify the time period for the advertisement 
to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
Collector 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244 
4848 0271 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 
 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 
 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 
 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0405 776 518 (Katherine Barry) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  
 

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

ôGundaroo Loves Booksõ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Menõs Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au 
(Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See page 23 for church services 
and contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 
 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  
 
It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ócore 
respondersô (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  

6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Scott Shearer 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0400 291 827 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecilia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

