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Gundaroo celebrates its citizens and their stories 
In October, the Gundaroo 
community hosted two very big 
events that celebrated the lives of 
its citizens and their stories.  
One was a book launch, the other a 
music festival. Both were memorable.  

ΨLƴ [ƛǾƛƴƎ aŜƳƻǊȅΩ 
Over the weekend of the 12th and 13th, 
ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
scene of great warmth, friendship, 
recollections and laughter.  

aŀǊƛƻƴ aŜƛǎŎƘƪŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜ 
trilogy, In Living Memory: Gundaroo in 
the 1940s and 1950s, was launched twice 
ς on both days ς out of necessity.  

Saturday was very special. It was 
ΨǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
the period who had given Marion their 
stories and photographs that are the 
beating heart of the three volumes ς 
The Valley, Cork Street, and The Village.  

So many had managed to come to the 
event ς regardless of their age, health 
or mobility ς that the Hall seemed as full 
as it could comfortably be.  

They filled the Hall with 
their smiles and laughter, 
their recognitions and 
their memories, as they 
enjoyed the displays of 
framed photos and posters 
and of period clothes, 
appliances and artefacts, 
as they shared a 
sumptuous afternoon tea 
ς all the while talking, 
talking, talking.  

The formalities were special.  
Not just the official launch by author 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŜƎōƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀŎǘǎΩ 

too. All delivered from a stage furnished 
as a lounge room of that period, adding a 
special touch to the 
ambience. 

Sunday was an open 
invitation to Gundaroo 
to celebrate the books 
and their stories and do 
some remembering of 
their own. A smaller 
crowd, but enthusiastic 
nonetheless.  

And both days saw 
Marion tirelessly signing books.  

The December edition will run a feature 
on the weekend ς the speakers, their 
messages, and more photos.  

 
Music in the wind 
The Goulburn Toyota Gundaroo Music 
Festival on Saturday the 26th once again 
celebrated the life and legacy of the  
well-loved Gundaroo musician and mentor, 
Scott Windsor, raising money, as always, to 
support those living with Motor Neurone 
Disease, which ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

The headline act for 2019 was legendary 
band, The Black Sorrows. They were 
more than ably supported by a day-long 
program of professional high class acts.   

The unwanted ΨŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
strong very cold wind, which blew 

relentlessly until just before the 
fireworks!  

Despite this potential aggravation, Event 
Director Scott Harding said the feedback 
from patrons and the performers has 
been overwhelmingly positive. The event 
team stuck to the program, nothing was 
cancelled, and almost $20,000 was raised 
for MND.  

Another highlight was the success of 
the Gundaroo Emerging Musicians 

contest, won by Felicity Dowd.  

 
See pages 10 and 11 for a pictorial feature  
on the Festival.  
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ñI have not failed. Iôve found 10,000 ways that wonôt work.ò 

Thomas A Edison (1847ï1931) 
American inventor and businessman 

ñAll you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesnôt hurt.ò 
Charles M. Schulz (1922ï2000) 

American cartoonist, creator of the comic strip óPeanutsô 
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LOCAL NEWS  
 

Grant for new bore at 
Gundaroo Park 
Gundaroo Park has received a Crown 
Reserve Improvement Fund grant of 
$18,162 to replace its existing water 
bore. The State Government grant was 
announced recently by the Member for 
Goulburn Wendy Tuckerman during a 
visit to the Yass area by the NSW 
Minister for Water, Property and 
Housing Melinda Pavey MP. 

The chair of the Gundaroo Park Land 
Manager Board, Ron Miller, said the 
grant is very welcome as the current 
bore is collapsing and has been 
struggling to provide enough water to 
supply the tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

ά²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŀƭ 
surface in good condition because of a 
lack of water, especially given the 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέΣ wƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜw bore will also support the new 
!ƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ .ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

The bore will be drilled close to the old 
one. The Park has also applied this week 
for an extra allocation of water from 
WaterNSW to add to its current 
allowance. Whether this is successful 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ until later this year. 

ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōƻǊŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀǘŜr if 
we get it, and significant repair work 
currently being done on the irrigation 
system, we should be able to bring the 
oval surface back to good playing 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅέΣ wƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ.  

Work on the new bore is expected to 
begin shortly and be finished early in 
the new year.  

Gundaroo Detention Basin 
Scheme consultation 
Gundaroo villagers will have received in 
their mail (5 November) a letter from 
Yass Valley Council inviting comment on 
the concept design of a detention basin 
scheme to reduce the impact of flooding 
on existing developments within the 
village.  

The letter is missing a closing date for 
comment, but Council told The Gundaroo 
Gazette that it would like all comments to 
be received by 5 pm on Monday 25 
November. This date has been inserted in 
the Council column in Community 
Noticeboard (page 4).  

The concept design described and 
illustrated in the letter gives effect to the 
Gundaroo Floodplain Risk Management 
Plan, which recommended three 

individual measures located along what 
has been called the David Street Flow 
Path, combining to be denoted the 
Gundaroo Detention Basin Scheme.  

Three illustrations show the works 
locations ς a Ψdetention basinΩ in the 
Gundaroo Common, one in the Police 
Paddock, and an upgraded culvert at the 
northern end of Cork Street.  

A detention basin is not a dam. Because 
such a structure holds stormwater only 
temporarily, the area upstream of the 
earth embankment remains dry in the 
absence of heavy rainfall.  

A fourth illustration shows a large area of 
land in the northern half of the village 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŦƭƻƻŘ-ŦǊŜŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ 
result of the works.  

¢ƘŜ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
consultants, Lyall & Associates in Sydney, 
reveals that they are keen to receive 
comments, and are available to talk with 
residents interested in commenting on 
the proposed scheme.  

The Common Trust and the Gundaroo 
Community Association (GCA, responsible 
for the Police Paddock) are both familiar 
with the proposal and will be making 
submissions. GCA would welcome views 
from villagers.  

Burglary óseasonô has 
started  
And hopefully ended!  

Facebook followers and those on Jed 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
know that, in mid-October, thieves 
stole tools of value and easy resale 
ŦǊƻƳ WŜŘ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ΨYŜǊǊƛŎƪΩΣ 
on Gundaroo Road heading towards 
Bellmount Forest.  

Jed believes the theft occurred around 
4am, and reported other strange 
activity in the hills from another 
unknown vehicle at around that time of 
the morning.  

Another theft apparently occurred at 
the Sutton Fire Brigade. (The Gazette 
has not confirmed this.) And suspicious 
activity has been witnessed within the 
village as well.  

Local police know about the thefts, and 
have said that the activity is following a 
similar pattern to previous years at 
about this time. Out-of-town thieves 
case the back roads and farm sheds 
(including RFS sheds) for easily carried 
and saleable items.  

Rural and village residents are asked to 
email Constable Daniel Wise at 
49809@police.nsw.gov.au, or call 

Gunning Police on 4845 1244 if they see 
any suspicious activity.  

It is a sad reminder for us all to be 
vigilant and to take care to ensure our 
valuable belongings are kept secure.  

It is also neighbourly to inform others 
and to keep watch on the properties of 
those you know are away from home.  

Council appoints new  
General Manager 
On 23 October, Yass Valley Council 
appointed Chris Berry to the position of 
General Manager on a five-year contract.  

Chris joined Council staff in 2014 as 
Director of Planning. He has been in the 
role of Acting General Manager following 
the resignation in July of the previous 
General Manager, Sharon Hutch.  

Chris has worked in local government for 
33 years in Melbourne, Armidale and 
Goulburn-Mulwaree, including in senior 
positions. He holds degrees in town 
planning, environmental science and 
business administration.  

Council has made no announcements yet 
about recruiting a new Director of 
Planning. In the meantime, Liz Makin is 
acting in the position.  

Bungendore High School 
planning underway 

Bungendore High School Action Group 
(BHSAG) has been following up the NSW 
election commitments by both major 
parties to build and open a new high 
school in Bungendore no later than 2023.  

In September 2019, BHSAG and 
Bungendore P&C group met in 
Bungendore with officials from the NSW 
Department of Education to discuss the 
planning, design and construction 
processes involved in bringing the 
school to fruition. 

Schools Infrastructure NSW is the 
responsible agency. Its Chief Operating 
Officer Erik Maranik confirmed at the 
meeting that the project brief provided 
for a years-7-and-8 intake in term one, 
2023, but that this is a ΨǿƻǊǎǘ-case 
ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩ and that ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛǘional 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ to enable a 2022 starting 
cohort are being considered. He also 
emphasised the amount of work that 
has to occur before the community will 
see construction start. 

Much of the due diligence work and 
documentation requires confidentiality 
in the early stage ς particularly about 
finding a suitable site ς but matters are   

mailto:49809@police.nsw.gov.au
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expected to become more public in 
November.  

The BHSAG website provides Interested 
Gundaroo parents with much more 
detail about the planning and 
implementation processes. Go to: 
https://www.bungendorehighschoolaction 
group.org  

Until the school is built, Schools 
Infrastructure intends to investigate if 
the ACT Government would consider 
opening [re-opening?] cross-border 
access to Campbell High School and 
Dickson College.  

More updates can also be found at: 
https://www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw. 
gov.au/ 

Springdale solar farm 
óprogressô? 
¢ƘŜ ΨǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΩ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ ǘƻ 
last yearΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Responding to relentless pressure from 
Sutton Solar Action Group (SSAG), the 
Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment has now, at last, reminded 
wŜƴŜǿ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ 
obligation to respond and requested 
that Renew update the community on 
the status of the project.  

Renew has told DPI&E that its response 
to submissions has been held up 
because of additional archaeological 
investigations.  

As always, readers are referred to the 
SSAG website for detailed information: 
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com 

Charlieôs star turn at the 
Historical Society AGM  
Gundaroo & District Historical Society is 
offering a special attraction to lure 
residents to its AGM on Tuesday 12 
November. (See Community Noticeboard, 
page 4 for venue and time.)  

Following the usual AGM business ς 
expected to be brief ς the meeting will 
welcome well-known and popular 
Gundaroo storyteller, Charlie Pearmain, 
as the Guest Speaker. In a talk labelled 
ΨwŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ ƴŜǿōƛŜΩΣ 
Charlie will entertain an overflowing 
audience with tales of his early days as a 
newcomer to the village in the 1970s.  

The Society has told the Gazette that the 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
hall if the audience numbers exceed the 
capacity of The Literary Institute building.  

άIŀǇǇȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦέ ό[ƛȊȊƛŜ .ŜƴƴŜǘ, 
Pride and Prejudice)   

Gundaroo Community 
Christmas BBQ é for 
everyone 
Community Noticeboard has details of a 
new event on the calendar leading up 
ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
Church has generously offered to host a 
Christmas BBQ in the church grounds 
and hall for the whole community.  

ItΩs a social opportunity to mix with old 
and new friends for a couple of hours 
before darkΦ LǘΩǎ .¸hDΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
other beverages will be supplied. 
Popular Canberra solo artist, Josh 
Veneris, will provide the music.  

Put Thursday 28 November in your 
diaries ς from 6 to 8pm.  

News from our State MP 
Member for Goulburn, Wendy 
Tuckerman, made several 
announcements last month ς too many 
to provide any details in the space 
available here. And some grants and 
awards programs remain open still.  

These have been abbreviated below to 
the barest essential information.  

To access ƻǳǊ atΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
readers can email or call her media 
officer (Paige Penning, 0438 070 493) or 
the general electorate office address.  

Barton Highway upgrade 

Registrations of interest called for the 
design and contruct tender. Joint 
federal/state announcement. 

Local Sport Grant Program 

Applications close on 25 November.  
Go to: https://sport.nsw.gov.au/localsport 

Regional Digital Connectivity Program 

Community consultations and survey. 
Survey closes on 31 December. 
Available at tinyurl.com/ConnectRegional 
and hard copies from a Service NSW 
centre and Council. For info, go to:  
www.nsw.gov.au/connectregionalnsw  

Quad Bike Safety Improvement Program 

Rebates for farmers. Go to: 
www.safework.nsw.gov.au, or 13 10 50 

Before and After School Care (BASC) 

Applications and Submissions are 
open until the end of 2019.  
Go to: www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc.  

Minimum Viable Product (MVP) Grants  
Local business startups developing 
new products can apply for MVP 
grants up to $25,000.  
Go to: http://www.jobsfornsw.au/mvp.  

Scholarships for students in social  

housing or out-of-home care 
Year 10, 11, 12, or TAFE equivalent 
Go to: www.facs.nsw.gov.au/scholarships 

News Shorts 
Large Southern Tablelands Zone 
Exercise for Rural Fire Service 
More than 200 volunteer firefighters with 
more than 45 appliances from Southern 
Tablelands, Southern Highlands and ACT will 
conduct the largest-ever Zone Exercise at 
Marulan on Sunday 10 November. The 
purpose is to test and practice the teamwork 
needed to handle the very difficult fire 
season predicted for this summer.  
óKyeemaô subdivision underway 
WƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀǘ ΨYȅŜŜƳŀΩ ς the new 
residential subdivision adjacent to the 
northern end of the village.  
It joins other subdivisions undertaken in 
recent years in and around the village, 
ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ŀǘ aŎ[ŜƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ 5ŀƛǊȅ /ǊŜŜƪ 
Road, and on village properties adjacent 
to the Gundaroo Common.  
Streetscape work being done 
Council is meeting its commitment to 
repair the road gutter and pavement and 
replace the planter boxes outside the 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn. Some pavement 
work remains.  
 

 

BIG RUN- UP TO CHRISTMAS 
Check Facebook for updates 

NOVEMBER 
Sat/Sun 23rdð24th  
  Capital Brewery Weekend  
  Live music in the beer 
garden 
Sat 23rd ð Tash (4ð7pm)   
Sat 24th ð Escapado 
Fri 29th ð Community/Sport Raffle  
       Gundaroo School P&C 
DECEMBER 
Fri 6th ð Gundog Estate Wine  
5- 7pm   Tasting  
Sat 7th ð Southern Rough Riders  
     host Karaoke/Disco  
Tues 24th ð Christmas Eve Party  
       Kids entertainment,  
       music, RFS Seafood Raffle 

Pool Comp on Thursdays 
Sport/Community Raffle on Fridays 

(Meat trays by Gunning Butcher) 

 

LWHERE GOOD 

FRIENDS MEETM 

Coming events 

https://www.bungendorehighschoolactiongroup.org/
https://www.bungendorehighschoolactiongroup.org/
https://www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
https://sport.nsw.gov.au/localsport
http://www.nsw.gov.au/connectregionalnsw
http://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/basc
http://www.jobsfornsw.au/mvp
http://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/scholarships
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GUNDAROO AND DISTRIC T  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Annual General Meeting 
7.30 PM TUESDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2018  
The Literary Institute , Cork Street, Gundaroo 

All welcome 

AGENDA 

Reports (President, Treasurer, Membership) 

Election of Office Bearers 

General Business 

Guest Speaker: CHARLIE PEARMAIN  
óRecollections of a Gundaroo newbieô 

Charlie is one of Gundarooôs acclaimed storytellers. 
Come along and be entertained with stories from his 
early days as a newcomer to the village in the 1970s.  

 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia Day Nominations  
Nominations for the 2020 Australia Day awards are now 
open! encourages all Yass Valley residents to nominate 

outstanding individuals or groups who make a significant 
contribution and difference to our community. 

Nomination forms can be found at 
www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/511 
or you can pick up a hard copy at Councilôs office  

or the Yass Valley Library.  
Nominations close on Friday, 6 December 2019. 

Youôve got mail 
The Gundaroo Detention Basin Scheme newsletter will be 
delivered to all residents in the first week of November. 
The newsletter will highlight the flood detention basin 

scheme and the extent of proposed works for Gundaroo. 
Residents have the opportunity to comment on the 

proposed works. Closing date for comments is  
5pm on Monday 25 November.  

Heavy Patching repair program  
Council has begun its heavy patching repair program on 
local, regional and state roads. Gundaroo Road (Segment 
15 to Segment 16) will be one of the roads undergoing 

repair as part of this program. All heavy patching repairs 
are scheduled for completion by mid-December,  

weather permitting. 

Council appoints new General Manager 
At the Ordinary Council meeting on 23 October 2019, 

Yass Valley Council appointed Chris Berry to the position 
of General Manager on a five-year contract. 

Chris commenced full-time employment at Yass Valley 
Council in 2014 as Director of Planning and has 
undertaken the role of Acting General Manager  

since the resignation in July of previous  
General Manager Sharon Hutch 

GUNDAROO COMMUNITY  
ǈ  CHRISTMAS BBQ   ǈ 

Thursday 28 November  
6.00 to 8.00pm  

St Josephõs Catholic Church Hall  

Food, water, cordials supplied. BYO grog.  

Relaxed acoustic music by popular 
Canberra troubadour, Josh Veneris.   

 

Concert at the Courthouse  

Gundaroo Arts & Culture presents another fundraising concert  
in St Marks Anglican Church (aka the old Courthouse) 

Saturday 23 November, 3.00 to 4.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canberra Menôs Choir Ensembleôs concert theme, óBring Him 
Homeô, celebrates bringing us home as the season nears, with a 

moving and funny repertoire of traditional songs and selected 
Christmas season songs.  

All profits towards maintenance of the Old Courthouse.  

Tickets $25 ($20 concession/children 12 and under free) 
www.trybooking.com/BGLBY or at the door. 

Limited seating. Book early. 

More information? gundarooartsculture@gmail.com or  
Maartje at 6236 8194 

 

http://www.trybooking.com/BGLBY
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
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Gunning medical services ï 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy ï 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00pm to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Colonial Inn  
Chris óChoppyô Connor welcomes  

staff inquiries 

Call 6236 8155, 0490 031 271 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS 
CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Before School Care: 7amð9am  
$15 per day, $18 Casual 

After School Care: 3pmð6pm  
25 per day, $28 Casual 

 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering a  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

__________________________ 

Gundaroo Public School 
Lot Street, Gundaroo 

 

ñCharles Dickens  

and the making  

of Christmas.ò 

 

 

 

 

Fireside Chats 
Lorna Fleetwood  

will share her musings  
on a topical subject.  

Function Room 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn 

4.00ï5.00pm 
Saturday 7 December 

All ages are welcome to attend 
this free event 

 

Bungendore Open Gardens  
(Organised by Open Gardens Canberra) 

Weekend of 23ï24 November 2019 
Four beautiful and diverse gardens in Bungendore  

Fieldstone ð 64 Ellenden St 
Foxôs Folly ð 52 Molonglo St 

The Old Stone House ð 41 Molonglo St 
Thornleigh ð 21 Forster St (cnr Ellenden St) 

Visitors can enjoy all four gardens for an entry fee of $15. 
Members of Open Gardens Canberra admitted free.  

(Or join OGC for $25/year.) 
Start at either Fieldstone or Foxôs Folly and receive a map and 

ticket to all four gardens.  

For more details, see www.opengardenscanberra.org.au 

 

From óThe Deskô 
This month, weôre fortunate to be able to publish another 
article by each of our four ónewô occasional contributors: 
Cate Thomas (p11), Geoff Burton (p13), Elizabeth Kovacs 
(p19) and Anne Talbot (p21). Please make them welcome, and 
send me your feedback.  

More local writers are invited to contact your editor with 
ideas and intentions. You could start by writing a óLetter to 
the editorô, as a number of readers have suggested.  

We also welcome some new or returning advertisers. As Iôm 
happy to remind you repeatedly, please do your best to use 
their services, especially those in and close to Gundaroo. And 
let all our advertisers know you read about them in The 
Gundaroo Gazette. 

Please join me in thanking all our contributors, advertisers and 
distributors (Maureen Trevanion, Colin Lee, Therese Kershaw, 
John Corry, and our tireless team at the Gundaroo PO). Our 
distribution relies on your generosity. And my thanks of course 
to all readers who give me feedback and point out errors. 
(There were a few last month! Thatôs the embarrassing cost of 
rushing the proofreading ï or sometimes skipping it altogether.)  

My apology for not having included the promised article on 
Mark and Kerry Wagstaff ï their years embedded in the 
Gundaroo community before moving to their new home on the 
Isle of Mull. The new advertisers and all the contributors used 
up available space. December looks likely, though.  

Until next month 

Your Editor/Custodian 

 

http://www.opengardenscanberra.org.au/
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In Living Memory  
Gundaroo in the 1940s & 1950s 

by Marion Meischke 

Just published.  

An easy-to-read authentic history  
of Gundaroo during two decades  

of social change, told by those  
who lived in Gundaroo then. 

The perfect Christmas or  
birthday gift for anyone with  

links to Gundaroo or an  
interest in social history.  

With over 500 remastered  
photos from the period (can be  

ordered individually) and almost  
500 pages of stories to make you laugh and cry, this  

three-volume set in an attractive slip-cover will resonate 
with the old, inform the young, and bring to light a 

fascinating history for those who live here. 
 

Price $150 (including GST) 
Available from the author at 
gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com  
or  
online at www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au 

Also available at The National Library of Australia, 
Paperchain and Book Face bookshops, and at Gundaroo 
Grocer and Cork St Cellars.  

 

 

mailto:gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com
http://www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au/
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Gundaroo School News    

 

 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ¢ŜǊƳ пΦ LǘΩǎ hard to imagine that at the time 
of writing this article, we have just 37 days of school left 
for the year. And ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛƴƎ to consider all that has 
to take place within these 37 days! 

¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ 
events-wise. So, unlike most other Gazette articles 
where I struggle to fit everything in, this one will be 
relatively brief.  

New enrolments? 

A lovely family of ducks have made their home in the 
school grounds of late; a mother, father and 16 
ducklings! They return each year and always bring a 
smile to our faces (especially as we watch father duck 
protecting his family from children who get too close!).  

 

Kindy Orientation 

WeΩve welcomed our 
2020 Kindergarten 
students with open 
arms, and it has been a 
delight to see them 
settle into the routine of 
school so quickly. 
TheyΩve had a wonderful 
time working in their 

ƴŜǿ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
make the transition to school beautifully. We look 
forward to also welcoming new families to our 
wonderful school community.  

Multi -Purpose Room refurbishment 

Thanks to the Quiz Night efforts and the support we 
received from the community, work has already begun 
on the new Multi-Purpose Room (formerly the GOSH 
room). The teachers were busy during the holidays 
scrubbing and painting walls, and Mr Betts has done a 
fantastic job applying a new epoxy coat to the floor and 
replacing the skirting boards with new, freshly painted 
ones! All that is left to do is order the new furniture and 
items, and we will be ready to move in!  

New playground additions 

A big thank you to the Sheppard family, who donated a 
set of new, portable soccer goals for our playground. 
Creating new things with PVC pipe was a Genius Hour 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ¢ŀȅŀƘΩǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊƳ нΣ 
so it is wonderful to see home 
projects coming to life in the 
playground! Thank you!  

Mr Nicholls has also been 
busy giving our sandpit a 
much-needed clean-out and 
fixing a cover to prevent 
leaves and other debris from 
the trees ruining the sand. It 
should be ready to be used by 
the time the Gazette goes to 
print. Thanks Mr Nicholls!  

Term 4 Events 

As you know, the end of the year is when we hold our 
community events. Please add the following dates to 
your calendar; weΩd love to see you here! 

¶ School Concert Matinee Performance, 10am, 
Thursday 5th December 

¶ School Concert & Presentation Night, 6pm, 
Thursday 5th December 

¶ Community Breakfast, 7:30am, Friday  
13th December 

I look forward to providing you with more updates of 
what we have been up to in the next edition! 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal  
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NSW Rural             c/ς Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Thank you 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade wishes to thank everyone who committed and helped out at the Murrumbateman Field Days and the Gundaroo 
Music Festival. We are very grateful for the ongoing support from our brigade members and the Gundaroo community. 

Southern Tablelands Zone Deployment 

Two of our brigade members recently joined with other members from neighbouring brigades to form a strike team that was sent to the Sandy 
Creek Fire in Northern NSW. The strike team helped with containment lines in the area on Waterfall Way. This fire season is shaping up to be 
serious and problematic. It has started early in some parts, and across many States there has been little or no rain, conditions are dry, and 
water to fight the fires may be a problem. During our training nights, members have learnt about and practised dry firefighting techniques in 
preparation for the season ahead. 

Static Water Supply (SWS) Program  

During bush fires, it can be difficult to access water to protect lives and property. The SWS program aims to identify properties with sources of 
water that can be used for firefighting purposes. You can assist firefighters by prominently displaying a free SWS plate at your property 
boundary so that it is readily visible from the road. If your house or property has a swimming pool, tank or dam with at least 3,000 litre capacity 
and you wish to participate in the SWS program, please contact Yass Fire Control Centre, phone: 6226 3100.     

Coming again ð Christmas Eve with Santa  

The Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade will carry Santa around the village in a fire truck from 18.00 hours on 24 December, concluding at the 
Gundaroo Wine Bar around 19.00 hours. It is rumoured again that Santa will have a large sack of lollies ready to give away to children. 

Donations  

We thank the following people from our community for their generous donations:  

Rod McEwin and Adrian Hennock, and donations made at the pub raffle and Get Ready Day. 

A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible. You can pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer. Include your 
name and address for a receipt. Contact Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach, on 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au. 

Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 062904        Account No: 10105495 

Incident Report  

Our Gundaroo Captain, Michael Cliff, reported one incident since the last report.       8 October ï Truck Fire on Federal Highway. 

Last training for 2019 

Our final training night for this year will commence at 7pm at the Fire Station in Cork Street on Wednesday 27 November. Members please 
respond to Training Officerôs SMS or email. 

Deidre Robinson ï Publicity Officer 
 

 

[ƻǳΩǎ .ƻōŎŀǘ IƛǊŜ 
Over 30 yearsõ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenalõs Bobcat Hire gets all your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking 

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo 
and parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
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On our farms 
An occasional column about things agricultural 

Good dirt 
By Cate Thomas 

IΩve been having fun the past few years experimenting 
with how to establish veggie and orchard beds on our 
shale-ridden shallow soil, and how best to make them as 
water-efficient as possible.  

Our hilly country faces west, so it gets blasted by the sun 
and the prevailing winds in summer. My partner and I 
discovered a permaculture technique called Hügelkultur 
ς a German word ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƘƛƭƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ς ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
given it a try. The technique is a type of no-dig (or low-
level digging) raised bed, and uses water-saving 
techniques similar to those used in wicking beds. 

We decided to start small and built two small 
Hügelkultur mounds (about 1.2 x 1.2 metres) to home a 
couple of apple trees. These worked well and the trees 
took off, but we realised that they needed to be bigger 
to be more water-efficient. So we extended these 
mounds in the winter of 2018 to about 12 metres long 
each, and we created three new 15-metre beds to home 
six more fruit trees and a host of summer veggies. We 
enjoyed our tomatoes and sweet potatoes so much last 
year, we added another 15-metre bed this winter.  

Doing it by hand is a lot of work, but the beauty of 
Hügelkultur is that you can make the beds as big or as 
small as you want; you can build them bit by bit through 
the slower-growing months of winter; and there is little 
cost in making them.   

 
How weΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ 

So how do you start to build a bed using the Hügelkultur 
technique? Over summer and autumn, we collect lots of 
branches, brush and logs from various sources. (The 
garden-waste part of the Gundaroo tip is a good place to 
start.) These are all piled up in the paddock away from 
the house (for fire safety), and ǿŜΩǊŜ careful to not use 
green waste that has anything weedy in it. When the 
weather becomes cooler, we plan where to put the bed. 
On our hilly country, we place the bed along the contour 
of the land to best capture any water flow.  

Next is the digging out of just the top layer of soil where 
you want your bed (5ς30 cm, depending on how hard 
and rocky your place is). The purpose is to ensure that 
any moisture from rain or watering is captured and able 
to make its way deep into the soil. The biggest logs are 
then used to shore up the bed on the downhill side 
before filling in the dug-out bed. We put the larger logs 
side-by-side and pretty much completely covering the 
dug-out part. This is crucial to ensuring the water 
efficiency of the bed ς the logs slowly break down and 
hold moisture like a sponge.  

Next we layer down increasingly smaller woody 
branches and twigs. I like to throw a bit of dolomite lime 
and some blood and bone down at this stage. If youΩre 
not too squeamish, you can throw in various animal 
carcasses. I collect old bits of kangaroo bones and throw 
them all along the log layer of the bed ς it helps to 
establish a range of beneficial bugs that create vitality 
and resilience in the soil you are making.  

²ŜΩve been lucky enough to have a big supply of leaves 
that I bring home from Canberra each autumn. These go 
onto the bed next ς thick, thick layers of them. This year 
we made sure to water each layer, as the leaves and 
branches were drier than usual, and the base soil below 
the bed was very dry also. By getting the beds really wet 
when we did, they have held their water better through 
the predicted dry spring, and did not need watering 
again until planting time in November/December.  

Next comes manure and soil laid over the branches and 
twigs. And finally, a good thick layer of mulch completes 
the process. This year we have found an abundant 
supply of free chipped wood in Canberra. In the end, the 
beds are mounded high, ending up about a metre or 
more tall. They do settle down, though, and we may 
need to top them up the next year and re-mulch.  

This is a different approach to building the soil that good 
veggƛŜ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƻ 
far. Our shallow, shaley hilly country is not uncommon 
away from the river flats around Gundaroo, so you 
might like to give it a go yourselves.  

October 2019 
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Gundaroo Music Festival é random words and pictures  
By Your Roving Reporter 
  

Wind. W.I.N.D. A four letter word. Cold. ThatΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ one. 
These words defined the weather on the Saturday of the 2019 
Goulburn Toyota Gundaroo Music Festival. Not the Friday, 
which was windy but not as cold. Not the Sunday ς sunny, 
ǿŀǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƛƴŘΦ Wǳǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƛǘΦ .ǳǘ 
the sun was out for much of the day, and ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴΗ  

And the weather did not define the Festival. Despite its general 
awfulness, the weather did not prevent the Festival from 
running smoothly all day. No events were cancelled. The event 
team was able to stick to the scheduled program. The stage was 
sufficiently sheltered. bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōƭŜǿ ŀǿŀȅΦ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
windstorm preparations had paid off.  

Although fewer than last year, the stallholders were kept busy 
ς especially the coffee carts, the diverse food stalls, and the 
big Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade food tent, starting with a 
hearty breakfast and serving BBQ food throughout the day 
and night. The Brigade display was also well patronised. 

The young ones that 
populated the Free Kids 
Zone and The Good Toy 
{ƘƻǇ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
notice the weather ς 
although the wind seemed 

to have more influence on the direction 
of Bubble Soccer than the kids inside the 
bubbles.  

Subsequent feedback from patrons was that the Free Kids 
Zone was a smash hit with kids and parents. The kids even 
cleaned up Event Director Scott Harding in a tug-of-war! 

I was there nearly all day, although sadly I had to miss the first 
two acts ς Bluesmoke and Rhiannon. But I enjoyed what I 
could hear from home several blocks away.  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΩΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ 
being able from time to time to take shelter and rest my legs 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±Lt ǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΩ ŦƻƭƪΦ  

As I did last year, I witnessed the amazing stamina and 
commitment of the event team, anticipating, preventing or 
quickly fixing problems. And they were, as always, backed by 65 
tireless volunteers, doing all manner of jobs large and small.  

Here is some random information from Scott Harding about the 
CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ about it.  

The majority of the bands had some connection with MND 
among their families or friends, and strongly support the 
purpose of the Festival.  

There appears to be widespread agreement that 2019 had 
the best overall line-up of musicians in the seven years of 
the Festival. ¢ƘŜ ΨŦǊƛƴƎŜΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ 
of talent ς Luke Dickens 
and Luke Austen on 
Friday night, and local 
band ¾ Full on Sunday 
afternoon.  

The Gundaroo Emerging 
Musicians contest waǎ Ψŀ 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 
finalists had taken on 
ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩ 
comments after the 
semi-finals, and young 
Felicity Dowd (pictured) 
was a popular winner 
from a field of impressive 
talent and musicianship.  

Many were surprised by the fireworks ς not just their 
quality, but that they were on at all. Scott said the team had 
worked very closely with Rural Fire Service, Fireworks 
Australia and others, supported by photography of how the 
exhibition would be set-up and managed. Fire Comms 
ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ fire permit when all other permits 
had been cancelled because of the forecast high winds.  

Despite being organised and run entirely by volunteers ς 
none have a day job in this field ς the event draws high 
praise from the stage and sound engineers, the film and 
photography teams, and the musicians. It matches 
professional industry standards.  

So, rather than attempt to describe each ŀŎǘΣ LΩƭƭ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
own random observations, mixed with some equally random 
photos ς some by me, some by Don Dennes, my Canberra 
musician/photographer pal, and a regular at the Festival.  

The tight musicianship, instrument mastery, versatility, and 
professional stage presence of all the performers I saw or 
heard was truly outstanding. And they could sing as well as 
they could play. With some soaring harmonies.  

The fingerpicking (Daryl James, pictured) and slide guitar 
work (Daryl and Montgomery Church (Don D photo) had me 
shaking my head in wonder.  
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aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻǾŜǊΩ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘΦ  

The solo artists were impressively unassuming but confident 
on stage, especially the versatile Harry Cleverdon, Levi 
Jackson, Daryl James, and Felicity Dowd.  

I was disappointed 
not to have seen 
Bluesmoke and 
Rhiannon (Don D 
photos) 

 

 
²ƘƛƭŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ 
ǿƘŀǘ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ 
ΨǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ 
stage antics were infectious ς 
especially those of the bass 
guitarist (pictured).  

Local band, Blue Zoo Groove, had seven (7!) members, at least 
three of them related, and the lead (Steve Myers) was very 
close to Scott Windsor. (Don D photo) 

 

 

Dina Tsakiris (a local singer and one of the GEM judges) was 
a very engaging and tireless MC on stage. A wonderful job. 

I agreed with the decision 
of the judges for the GEM 
finals (pictured) ς Scott 
Harding, Dee Cole and 
Tahlia Meischke ς in 
choosing Felicity Dowd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ΨǘǊƛōǳǘŜΩ ōŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ 
voice in Whispering Jack Tribute (pictured) could pass for 
WƻƘƴ CŀǊƴƘŀƳΩǎΦ {ƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊƛǎƳǎ όƭƛƪŜ 
holding the microphone with his fingers outstretched).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Led Zeppelin Tribute were my personal favourites. (Sorry Joe!) 
Their covers were truly exceptional, with Instrumental 
virtuosity, great voices, and stage presence in spades.  

After the outstanding Black Sorrows (headline act) 
demonstrated why they have prospered for so many years 
(photo front page), crowd favourites and regulars, Chasing 
Giants (pictured last), gave their customary polished 
performance to round off a truly memorable Gundaroo Music 
Festival. To hell with the cold wind!  

Scotty Windsor must be beaming with joy at what he started. 

There were two father and son combos. Steve and son 
Jonah (keyboards) in Blue Zoo Groove. Matt Davis (lead 
guitar) and son Saxon (drums) in Led Zeppelin Tribute.  
(Don D photos) 
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
OPEN THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AMï4PM  

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AMï5PM 

Cellar Door Events  

December 13th ï Locals Christmas Party! 

5pm till 8pm 
Gundog is pleased to announce a free event for Gundaroo Locals!  
A special Christmas event at our Cellar Door, sharing our wine and 
cheese platters to say THANK YOU for supporting us during 2019.  

RSVP via email/phone by December 1st  

Yazz Fest ï November 9th in Yass 
Tasting at The Colonial Inn ï December 5th, 5ï7pm 

Sunday Sounds ï MARCH 1st 2020 

NEW RELEASE 

Hilltops Shiraz ï Itôs BBQ lunch weather again, and this is the 
perfect drop to pair with a Saturday lunch with friends.  

A top seller at Cellar Door, our Hilltops is a light-to-medium-bodied 
shiraz, easily enjoyed with food or on its own. It boasts dark fruits, 

some herbal pepper and a hint of eucalypt menthol.  

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 
GENTLEMANôS RELISH 
150 g anchovy fillets (see note below)  150 g unsalted butter 
1 tsp cayenne pepper ¼ tsp ground cinnamon 
¼ tsp ground nutmeg ¼ tsp ground mace 
¼ tsp ground ginger ¼ tsp ground black pepper 
I recommend using anchovy fillets that have been brined and packed 
in salt, often available in bulk from Mediterranean delicatessens, rather 
than those tinned in oil. If using oil preserved fish the relish will be less 
salty that the original. A question of your preferred taste really. 
Rinse the excess salt from the anchovy fillets and dry them with 
kitchen paper. Melt half the butter in a small pan, combine the spices 
and fry lightly for 30 seconds or so, being careful not to burn the butter. 
Using a mortar and pestle, pound the anchovies with the remaining 
butter into a paste and combine with the butter/spice mix. Spoon into 
an appropriate sized ramekin or several smaller ones, cover and store 
in the refrigerator. Best served at room temperature. 

SCOTCH WOODCOCK  
There is not a trace of woodcock in this recipe, nor any connection with 
Scotland that I can find. It may be a play on WELSH RABBIT, a cheese 
dish that has no connection with Wales. A Victorian era favourite, 
Scotch Woodcock was served in the House of Commons as a 
refreshment until 1949. It is still on the menu in the Oxford and 
Cambridge Club as an alternative to the cheeseboard or sweet 
dessert. 
2 slices brown or wholemeal bread, toasted, crusts removed 
1 tsp Gentlemanôs Relish 4 eggs  
1 tablespoon unsalted butter 1 tablespoon cream 
6 anchovy fillets (ORTIZ brand if possible) 2 sprigs parsley, chopped 
Mix the eggs together in a bowl with the cream. Melt the butter in a 
shallow pan and slowly cook the eggs, stirring constantly to ensure 
they remain creamy. 
Thinly spread toast with butter, then a thin layer of Gentlemanôs Relish. 
Divide the egg mixture between the two toasts and arrange three 
anchovy fillets on each and sprinkle with parsley. Serves 2. 

 

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
by Geoff Burton

Little fishes 
Very few foods divide taste preferences as much as the 
modest little anchovy. I will understand if you choose to skip 
this article out of dislike for the fish, but I hope at least some 
of you will stay with me and enjoy this anchovy tale. This is a 
story not so much about the little fish itself as about a 
secretive anchovy product: fish paste.  

PECKõS Anchovette, still available in the shops in that little 
glass jar, was my introduction, as a child, to the delights of 
fish paste. Spread on buttered white bread sandwiches it 
went into the school-lunch choices that included Vegemite 
and Kraft cheese. A breakfast highlight was always 
Anchovette on thin brown bread toast, crusts trimmed and 
cut into batons to be dunked, as ósoldiersô, into soft boiled 
eggs. I can still vividly recall that salty/egg/fish taste. 

Years later, experimenting with living in 1960s London, I 
discovered that Anchovy Toast held a significant role in the 
traditional English menu. In the Victorian era when dinners 
were more formally structured around ócoursesô, there was 
always a ósavouryô course that came between the main 
course and the dessert course. A light event that enabled the 
diner to finish off his or her red wine prior to the sweet 
dessert. Salty spreads on toasts or simple egg dishes were 
the things to serve, and the Anchovy Toast reached its peak 
in society.  

In a book by Gyles Bandarettes, Oscar Wilde is quoted as 
saying: ñIn my experienceò, tilting his head to one side and 
narrowing his eyes, òwhen it comes to diamonds and praise 
and anchovy toast, one can never have enoughò. 

If we back up to 1828, we discover that an enterprising 
Irishman called John Osborne, resident of Paris where he ran a 
wholesale grocery business, created the ultimate Anchovy 
Paste. It was packaged in re-usable earthenware pots and had 
a good shelf life. He designed and registered two trademarks 
and launched his product in the UK via the famous victualling 
grocer partnership, Fortnum and Mason, intending the product 
for the use of British Officers overseas. This is of course 
PATUM PEPERIUM, The Gentlemanõs Relish. It is still 
available at F&M, although it now comes in a small plastic 
container, and you donôt need to prove you are a gentleman to 
buy it! When I discovered the product in 1965, it came in a 
stylish white ceramic dish with lid ï now a collectors item. 

Acknowledging that PATUM PEPERIUM has been a favourite 
proprietary food of mine for 55 years, I set out to discover more 
about this elusive product. Letôs start with the trade marks. A 
Latin scholar claims that óPATUM PEPERIUMô is ancient slang 
and has no particular meaning. A Fortnum & Mason manager 
says it signifies that it is prepared with pepper. óGentlemanôs 
Relishô is hardly politically correct these days; F&M say it just 
means that the flavour is normally ñtoo strong for the female 
tasteò. The famous Mrs Beeton described it as ñan excellent 
bonne bouche which enables gentlemen at wine parties to 
enjoy their Port with redoubled gustoò. 

The burning question of course is what is in this fish paste, 
other than anchovies and some sort of pepper. The  

 

descendants of John Osborne have religiously guarded the 
recipe for 143 years. In 1971, the family sold the recipe and 
the trade marks to an English jam-making company operating 
out of the small rural town of Elsenham, Bishopôs Stortford. 
This mysterious company, with no front office or website, 
have remained very secretive about the famous fish paste. A 
statement released at the time of the sale declared company 
policy decreed that only one employee at a time had access 
to the recipe and that person was sworn to secrecy. 

In 2015 there was an interesting development. An 
Australian screen-writer friend of mine, John Baxter, for the 
past twenty years living with a French wife in Paris, 
published a recipe for PATUM PEPERIUM that he claims is 
the original. Interestingly, there has been no response from 
the IP owners either confirming or denying its veracity. In 
the following months, the recipe appeared in a number of 
food blogs and other internet sites. About this time, 
Elsenham moved the production of PATUM PEPERIUM to 
a facility in Poland where the current product is now made. 
Perhaps this move facilitated the recipe leak. 

I have included two Anchovy Paste recipes with this article, 
the first for making the paste itself, the second for the use of the 
paste in a classic óCoursesô recipe, Scotch Woodcock.  
(Refer to the box on the previous Page.) 

Although this article has featured anchovy paste, my love for 
the Little Fish extends to its use in many different indulgences, 
including eating with a fork and some crusty bread straight out 
of the tin. (I try to procure the Spanish ORTIZ brand). 
Alternatively, you can relish the anchovy in many of the 
excellent pizzas on the menu at the Cork Street Café. I have 
found that if you ask nicely, they will even add them to other 
non-anchovy pizzas. I do recommend ordering some Anchovy 
Bread to enjoy with your red wine whilst prepping your taste 
senses for the major anchovy pizza event! 

Bon apetit. 
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PHYSIOTHERAPY ð  GUNDAROO  

Musculoskeletal  ð Sport ð Spinal  ð Post Surgery ð General Physiotherapy  
MARION LANGWORTHY ð PHYSIOTHERAPIST B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT  

Please phone for an appointment on 0498 146 977 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo  

PILATES -INSPIRED  
STRENGTH ð FLEXIBILITY ð BALANCE  

MATWORK EXERCISE CLASSES  
TUESDAYS 6.30ð7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30ð9.30am 

($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

All classes held in The Caledonia Store,  32 Cork St,  Gundaroo  
Phone Marion for more details  ð 0498 146 977 

 

 
 

  
Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

Inga Griffin is taking enrolments 
for 2020.   

We are also seeking an 
additional Family Day Care 

Educator in Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 
 

 
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

Look out for our weekly home-cooked meal specials,  
starting on Monday nights from 5pm.  

¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ DǊƻŎŜǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Perpetuum 
An occasional column about things environmental 

By Maartje Sevenster 

  

Whatôs in a name?  
L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
CŀǊƳ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΥ Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΚ  

{ƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǳǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳπǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ 
ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩΣ 
ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩΦ 
9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ƻǿƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
Ƙƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦŀƴŎȅ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƭŘ ǿƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ 
ōƻǘǘƭŜǎΦ ό¢ƘŜ !ƴƎƭƻπ{ŀȄƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀ ŦƻǳǊπƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŜǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ 
L ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘƛǎƳύΦ  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƴŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΩΦ L Řƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǘƻŜǎ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛƴ ŀ ƻƴŜπǇŀƎŜǊΣ 
ǎƻ Ƴȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ  

CƻǊƳŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

aȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜπŎȅŎƭŜ 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ς
ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ς ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΩ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
ŜȄǘǊŀ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ  

 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ƴƛŎƘŜΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛŀ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ  

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ  

hƴŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƎŜǘ 
ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƛƴŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΣ ƛǘ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ  

²ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΚ hƴŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ 
ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  

Lǎ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΚ ¢ƘŜ ƧǳǊȅ ƛǎ ƻǳǘΣ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜΦ [ƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ǳŜ 
aŎLƴǘȅǊŜΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  

aŀŀǊǘƧŜ {ŜǾŜƴǎǘŜǊ  
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 

  

 
wŜǇŜŀǘ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜ Χ  

L ǿƛƭƭ bh¢ ǳǎŜ 
ŀǇƻǎǘǊƻǇƘŜ Ҍ ǎ 
ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ  
ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ΗΗ  

²ǊƛǘŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ  
млл ǘƛƳŜǎΦ 
¢h5!¸Φ 

(Ask your 
Editor for the 

two 
exceptions)   
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Grow your best tomatoes EVER 

I know what yoǳΩre all thinkingς  itΩs time to plant 
your tomatoes. At this time of the year we all want to 
plant tomatoes.  

My advice is to proceed with caution. Even though we 
have finally turned a weather corner, random frosts 
Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ΨŦǊȅΩ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ, and there is no returning 
to life for your tomato when that happens.  

If you can find the strength and patience, hold off 
planting your tomatoes until after Melbourne Cup Day. 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
tomato harvest to be one of if not your best ever.  

1. More sun, more fruit. Ideally, your tomatoes 
should be in the sunniest spot in your garden. 
Tomatoes LOVE sunshine. Seven hours is the 
optimum. Plant with plenty of space 60 cms 
apart, which will let light and air into the lower 
part of the plant. 

Not all tomatoes. But a sumptuous home-garden harvest.  

2. Tomates love rich, well-drained slightly acidic soil, 
with a pH of 6.5 to 6.8. You can purchase a very 
inexpensive soil tester from your local garden 
centre to determine your pH. If your soil is too 
acidic, add dolomite lime. If it's too alkaline, add 
sulphur to manure. If you like your tomatoes a little 
sweeter, sprinkle baking soda on the soil (which 
reduces acidity).  

I have also read somewhere that putting a fish in 
the bottom of the hole when planting enhances 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ, but it might be fun if 
you have access to fish and fish bones. 

3. Timing is the key. Whether youΩǊe growing 
tomatoes from seeds or buying them from your 
garden centre, remember that tomatoes like 
warmth. Wait until soil temperature is over 15.5 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ /ŜƭǎƛǳǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
in, provide a cover or leave them in your 
green/glass house for a bit longer. 

4. Plant deeply. SƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ΨcoolΩ about 
tomatoes is that they root along their stems. 
Often, ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƭŜƎƎȅΩ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

might break in a big wind. To prevent this, pinch 
all the lower leaves and plant deeply up to your 

first leaves. Each node where you have pinched 
off leaves will turn into more roots, making your 
plant stronger and more robust. 

5. Companion planting. Tomatoes thrive when 
planted with onions, basil and garlic. Hopefully, 
your onion and garlic is already planted. Grown 
together, they are said to repel pests and diseases. 

6. Deep watering. Watering deeply is critical, as 
juicy tomatoes require plenty of water. Mulch is 
also hugely beneficial to keep the water from 
evaporating. I like lucerne hay, but anything will 
do. Drippers work really well.  

7. Worm tea. This nutrition source is brilliant for 
all plants, but particularly great for production 
plants. Add a cupful every few weeks to 
accelerate and enlarge the fruit. 

8. tƛƴŎƘ ΨǎǳŎƪŜǊǎΩ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ōǊŀƴŎƘ. In the elbow 
off the main branch, between new branches, is a 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨōǊŀƴŎƘΩ. This should be pinched out. Doing 
this provides better air circulation, keeps disease 
down, and allows the plant to focus on fruit 
growth. Small leaves and tender stems may also 
be pinched off, or cut clean using pruning snips. 

9. Cage or stake. Tie your plants up early to prevent 
fruit from hitting the ground. 

10. Not the windowsill! Beautiful ripe tomatoes 
form their colour from warmth, not light. If the 
temperature is cool, bring your fruit inside to 
ripen. Although the windowsill in a wonderful 
tradition, itΩs faster to put your tomatoes into a 
loosely closed paper bag for faster ripening. 

Good luck with your tomato growing. I know a lot of 
people had an unrewarding crop last year, so ƭŜǘΩǎ 
hope this year will be a winner.  

Lisa Walmsley 
October 2019 
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Sutton Automotive  

&  Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com


 19 

Out and about in Gundaroo 
An occasional column about a random topic (1) 

Learning to wave 
by Elizabeth Kovacs 

As a newly minted P-plate driver on our roads, LΩǾŜ 
been observing that there is a ΨsystemΩ to waving. 
More than one, it seems. As soon as IΩǾŜ learnt one 
style, LΩǾŜ received another.  

In my relatively short experience, these waves are 
mostly seen along dirt roads such as Back Creek Road, 
5ƛŎƪΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǎǎ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŀŘΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ 
could be fun to compile a list of Ƙƻǿ LΩǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ 
ΨwavesΩ that IΩǾŜ seen most often.  

Perhaps it could serve as a useful guide for other 
(probably young) drivers unaware of this fine art, and 
who, hopefully, will ensure this well-established 
ΨŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŀŘŜ 
ŀǿŀȅΦ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ it can create a link between 
ΨǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΩ that may benefit one of you who needs help 
on the road sometime in the future. I know that 
happens often around Gundaroo.  

A ƴƻǾƛŎŜΩǎ ΨƎǳƛŘŜΩ 
IŜǊŜǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǾƛŎŜΩǎ introductory guide on how to 
execute a wave. Although the steps mentioned here 
pertain to driving, specifically around Gundaroo, the 

general consensus appears to be that 
the wave can be administered to any 
passing vehicle when driving in any 
location ς especially in rural and 
remote regions. 

Slight changes can be made to the 
wave in different locations. For 
example, each of the steps 
mentioned below can be 
accompanied by a frown for it to 
be more suitable on CanberraΩǎ 
roads.  

Each wave conveys a different message. The 
most well-rounded wave that includes the entirety of 
the hand can be executed as a short and snappy 
peekaboo game ς up and down as the car rushes past. 
Its usefulness naturally depends on the amount of time 
allotted for the hand to stay up before it snaps back, 
and can be used in most scenarios. Upon finding a one-
way bridge and discovering someone waiting on the 
other side, for example, a few fingers barely leaving 
the wheel has the effect of conveying thanks. This can 
be executed with a smile as you drive past.  

Different variations of this wave may include a curved 
ΨǇŀƛƴǘŜǊǎΩ ƘŀƴŘ that is lifted entirely off the steering 
wheel. Usually reserved for familiar faces, it seems to be 
more commonly practised by those of an older age 
group, and can be an acceptable replacement to the 
classic wave. 

Youngsters aged 4 to 15 ς who will not be behind the 
wheel ς have their own sort of wave, usually seen 
through the over-excited shaking to and fro of the 
hand that indicates indispensable energy ς and lack of 
arthritis.  

Ages 16 to 18 tend to adopt two 
specific forms of waving. They can be 
defined as either familiar or 
unfamiliar. Usually driving 
themselves, or about to, their 
unfamiliar wave consists of a restless 
movement over the wheel as if 
playing the piano. A familiar wave is 
not dissimilar to that of their 
younger counterparts, but is often 
accompanied with squinted eyes in 
recognition of the approaching driver.  

If approaching roadworks, the appropriate response 
to the lollipop man is two fingers raised neatly off of 
the wheel with the thumb separating about an inch 
out from the hand. This is done in quick succession. 
This type of wave can be implemented with two to 
four fingers, the thumb constant in its pattern.  

The only truly appropriate time to raise one finger is 
to return a wave. This is only if your hand is not 
capable of removing itself entirely from the wheel ς 
particularly at short notice. ¢ƘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ΨƘŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΩ Ŏŀƴ 
be done with the index finger as straight as a soldier.  

Any wave held too long may look ΨaggressiveΩ, and it is 
imperative to return hand to the wheel once the wave 
is registered. If ƛǘΩǎ not noticed, keep your eyes 
forward and look for your next ΨtargetΩΦ It is clear that 
your approaching driver was unaware of the correct 
protocols described above.  
 

Going away? 
Need your pets looked after? 

V Experienced pet sitters 
V In business since 2016 
V Reasonable rates 
V Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a 

few hours and want your kids looked after?  

V Experienced babysitters 
V Reasonable rates 
V Available most evenings and weekends 
V Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning. 

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. Weôre currently saving to take 

part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam 
and Cambodia and give back to a local community, 

working on a worthwhile project with them. 

Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henryõs Paving 
& Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls 
Stone/Brick/Sleepers 

Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
BricklayingïTilingïConcreting 
Turf Laying ï and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 
0411 122518 

Your local electrician 

Andrew Lemon 

 
 

APL Electrical Services 

Electrical maintenance, new homes, 

Extensions, sheds, 

Power to water bores, 

And more. 

Punctual and dependable reputation. 

Please call Andrew 

On 0428 466 525 

NSW Licence: 120626C 
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
An occasional column about a random topic (2) 

  

Away from ósmart cityô 
surveillance  
by Anne Talbot 
As a Canberran visiting the village of Gundaroo, I am in 
awe of this beautiful, tranquil and unspoilt place. A 
place for walking, and admiring shady verandas on old 
cottages and the photogenic textures of the remaining 
slab huts. Despite its location on the outskirts of 
Canberra, in Gundaroo I cannot see any traffic 
cameras, or any public closed-circuit television (CCTV) 
cameras on the corners of the village pub or along the 
main street.  

People seem to know each other in this village of 
around 500 people, and there is a sense of ΨweΩ, of 
ΨfreedomΩΣ and of personal privacy ς if one chooses 
that. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ όȅŜǘΚύ ŀƴ expanse of new estates on 
increasingly smaller but more expensive blocks of land.  

In contrast, I reflect on the emerging Ψsmart cityΩ from 
which I sometimes escape for an all-too-infrequent 
ΨŘŀȅ-ǾƛǎƛǘΩ to Gundaroo.  

The ACT Government is committed to evolving 
Canberra into a ΨsmartΩ and ΨconnectedΩ digital city, 
through leading-edge initiatives such as CBRfree 
WiFi network, an integrated Ψsmart parkingΩ 
network, and Ψsmart transportΩ.  

In Canberra, as with most Australian cities, CCTV 
camera systems have become an increasingly common 
fixture in urban centres, shopping centres, individual 
shops and banks, public transport and car parks. In 
Canberra, the use of licence plate readers and speed 
cameras has risen noticeably in recent years.  

Will biometric technology 
and facial recognition 
technology be next? A vast 
network of sensors 
amounting to millions of 
electronic ears, eyes and 
noses will potentially enable 
the Ψfuture cityΩ to be a vast 
arena of perfect and 
permanent surveillance by 
whoever has access to the 
data feeds.  

Ostensibly, this is supposed 
to improve public amenity 
and make urban spaces 
function better, or to fight 
crime or prevent terrorism. 
But there is no escaping that the concept of a Ψsmart 
cityΩ is inherently tied to mass surveillance. What smart 
cities thereby enable is a new form of ΨpolicingΩ ς 
policing where our every move can be tracked.  

I agree with the argument that this is an infringement 
of civil liberties and a form of control. Why should 
innocent and mostly law-abiding people be filmed 
doing nothing criminal in public places? Will 
surveillance be installed in public toilets next?  

 

 

The idea of the Ψsmart cityΩ also extends to new 
housing arrangements. In Canberra, the apartment 
boom is in full swing. Urban areas are being slowly 
consolidated, and rural areas are being emptied of 
people through restrictive land use policies, rising 
petrol costs, reduced rural road maintenance, closure 
of rural schools and rural post offices.  

Globally, 60% of the population is expected to live in 
cities by 2050. An estimated 54% of people worldwide 
live in cities now, up from 30% in 1950. We are 
increasingly becoming an urban world.  

Some months ago, I read on ABC News how it is 
becoming ever more difficult for both young and 
older people to be able to afford to own a home, or 
to pay off a home by retirement. Worse still, they 
may still have a mortgage in retirement. This trend 
is being accompanied by a shift towards smaller and 
smaller homes.  

It is not just first-time buyers struggling to purchase 
houses. Established families strain to squeeze into 
small apartments long after they have outgrown 
them, while they struggle to make the financial leap 
into home ownership.  

One could argue that the shift towards greater 
urbanisation represents a dystopian vision of vast 
teaming cities, where people are forced to live in 
ever-smaller spaces. Such confined living potentially 
allows government authorities to keep the population 
under 24/7 surveillance in so-called Ψsmart citiesΩ.  

Let me go back to 1969, when Richard Day, professor 
and physician, gave this astonishing prediction about  
how the world could change.  

άtǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ would become a thing of the 
past. The cost of housing and financing housing would 
gradually be made so high that most people ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
afford it Χ Young people would more and more 
become renters, particularly in apartments.  

People would not be able to buy [homes], and 
gradually more and more of the population would be 
ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

So, citizens of Gundaroo, you still have a sanctuary 
and the relative public privacy that a small town or 
village offers. Treasure it.  

You are not yet being subjected to increased 
urbanisation, stacked cities, smaller apartments, 
cameras on lamp posts, lots of speed cameras, and 
geo-surveillance.  

LΩƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜȊƻƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
development at the edges of the village. I believe it is 
vital that if and when these go ahead, they need to be 
done with the utmost sensitivity to their potential 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ΨŦŜŜƭΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ 
special. It would be very sad to see Gundaroo become 
a busy ΨexurbΩ of Canberra.  

Easing into ΨmodernƛǘȅΩ while keeping intact 
DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΩǎ magnificent history should be a high 
priority.  

October 2019
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Running Music 
The delight of rhythm is part of running ς music for your body. Thus it was that the Sunday Handicap proceeded on 
the Sunday after the Music festival, as it has for 42 Sundays since we started on January fifth this year. 

Seventy runners have completed the 5.2km course on 
one or more occasions, with David Drew the first to 
reach 25 runs. Several others are closing in on their 
quarter centuries and will have their honourable 
mention in future editions. RunnersΩ times range from 
44 minutes to just under 25 minutes. We all leave on a 
handicap based on our average time and finish close 
together to loud applause from patrons at the pub. The 
refreshment and comradery afterwards add to the 
delight of running. 

There are also regular walkers who complete a shorter 
course and finish at about the same time as the runners. 
Dogs seem to be evenly split between the walkers and 
the runners, although the walking dogs do as much 
running as the runners.  

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀǘ ŦƛǾŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  
Colonial Inn, you will be made very welcome. 

Nick Drew  
0411 410 903 (nick@njdrew.net) 
 

 

 

GoodWords Consulting 
Edit | Write | Rewrite | Proofread 

Affordable, accessible, local 

Alan Cummine  
0407 488 927 

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

* * * * * *  

mailto:alan.cummine@gmail.com
http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
mailto:alan.cummine@gmail.com
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Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  

Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub 
steeped in history. Sophisticated country dining  
at its finest. 

Lunch: Friday to Sunday and most public holidays 
Dinner:  Thursday to Saturday 

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street 
6236 8217 

(Walk down the driveway to the stables behind the 
Old Police Station, now a private residence.) 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday, from 9.00am 
   For breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  

TƘŜ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǇǳōΩΦ Great atmosphere. Very popular 
family restaurant, with indoor and outdoor dining. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  

Bar 
Tuesday to Sunday 
   From 3.00pm weekdays 
  From 12 noon weekends 
Restaurant 
Dinner:   Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday 5.30ς8.30pm 
   Friday, Saturday 5.30ς9.00pm 
Lunch:   Friday to Sunday from 12.00ς3.00pm 

Bookings preferred, via 
www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-
pub/book-restaurant  
or rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com  
or 0401 579 650 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Takeaway hours:  Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 

6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
  corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  

Gourmet meat and cheese platters. Tea and coffee.  
Wine by the bottle or glass, served only with food.  
Wine tastings. Extensive range.  

Thursday & Friday: 11amς4pm. Food until 3pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 11amς5pm. Food until 4pm 

 

Tallagandra Hill ²ƛƴŜǊȅ φ ²ƛƴŜ .ŀǊ 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
0434 041 915 

Specially curated cheese and charcuterie platters 
matched to our single vineyard premium wines.  

The menu offers a unique matched food-and-wine 
experience for our visitors to enjoy either for a hearty 
lunch or just ŦƻǊ ΨƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΩΦ  

Saturday 12.00pm to 4.00pm 
Sunday 11.00pm to 4.00pm 

  

Church worship in Gundaroo 
Catholic 

{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 

Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 

Contact: Narelle Buckley ς 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 

Communion Service (first Sunday) 

Family Service (other Sundays) 

Contact: Royce Thompson τ 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting 
at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke τ 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches combine to arrange an ecumenical 
service in each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating  
the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 

Gundaroo Community Connect 
Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-pub/book-restaurant
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/rolling-hills-gundaroo-pub/book-restaurant
mailto:rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au



