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We support each other! 
Our Gundaroo community is 
pulling together to help everyone 
get through the current turmoil 
and upheaval in our lives. 

We are adapting to the drastic 
actions of Australia’s governments 
to retard and contain the spread of 
a novel virus with no known 
treatment. No more to say here.  

Gundaroo is far from unique. Rural 
and urban communities across 
Australia – indeed, the world – are 
doing much the same. And we are 
all sharing help and ideas freely, 
sometimes instantly – aided by 
modern communication.   

We’re experiencing a contemporary 
explosion of neighbourly kindness 
and generosity, in the form of an 
ever-widening and uplifting display of 
actions by more people doing more 
good things for more others.  

It is a welcome rekindling of the 
wisdom embodied in the ageless 
‘golden rule’ of ‘do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you’.  

Many of us live like that anyway. 
There is no question that the 
multitude of healthcare workers do, 
and we’re fortunate to count quite a 
number of them among our 
Gundaroo friends and neighbours. 
And those in the many often-
overlooked jobs that keep a society 
functioning are rightly rising to 
prominence. And about time.  

As we follow the new ‘rules’ of 
hygiene, social distancing and ‘home 
stay’, we’re finding countless ways to 
communicate and share and care – 
not just with our neighbours, but also 
with friends and relatives elsewhere.  

We’re picking up the phone to our 
friends and neighbours. We’re 
sharing our garden produce. 
Shopping for groceries and running 
errands for others less able. Learning 
and teaching how to grow and 
preserve food like our forebears did. 
Cooking for others and finding novel 
‘social distance’ pick-up and delivery 
systems.  

We’re rediscovering forgotten games 
and inventing new ones – and using 

modern communications to play 
them remotely. We’re giving away 
toys, games and books, and helping 
young parents keep their young ones 
busy at home.  

We’re learning about virtual meetings 
and church services. Inventing and 
teaching older folk to use the 
technology. And using it to create mass 
choirs and orchestras and entertain 
half the world. Starting up a virtual 
talent quest. (Thank you, Mandy.) 

We’re deliberately spending at our 
local shop and takeaway eateries and 
grog shops. Hiring local tradies. 
Applauding Maribeth as she just 
keeps on making breads and peanut 
butter for us all to buy and enjoy.  

And we’re watching in awe as 
Facebook is used as an agent for 
good, enabling kernels of kindness to 
keep growing and equip those who 
need help to contact those who can 
help – like ‘randomactsofkindness’ 
and ‘angelnextdoor’.  

There is too much ‘good’ to take in all 
at once! Long may it spread.  
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Quotes for the month 
“Life is mostly froth and bubble. Two things stand like stone.  

Kindness in another’s trouble, Courage in your own.”  

Adam Lindsay Gordon (1833–1870)  
English-born Australian poet, balladist, horseman, police officer, politician  

“True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar.  
It comes to see that an edifice which produces a  

beggar needs restructuring.” 

Reverend Martin Luther King Jr (1929–1968) (Assassinated) 

Christian Minister and activist, a leader of the American civil rights movement 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10219074599630277&set=gm.2658035314323574&type=3&eid=ARBgGwOivqve1Fr7N4PuoJr0sd54Byd_3tsh4Jabs8rCfsiFP04lRecmVZRgaaSAwW6xcWlNKzB4QQ0I&ifg=1
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LOCAL NEWS
Closures and cancellations 
aplenty, but positive 
alternatives are found 
Gundaroo has not been immune to 
the momentum of the ‘semi-
lockdown’ imposed on Australian 
society in order to retard and 
contain the spread of ‘the virus’.  

The government directive that has 
been the catalyst to so many 
cancellations and closures is the 
limit on public gatherings, especially 
in enclosed spaces.  

So within a matter of weeks, 
Gundaroo has witnessed the 
suspension of all activities at the 
three churches, the postponement 
of ‘country’ weddings and its flow-
on impact on accommodation 
bookings, particularly at ‘The Nest’, 
and the end of sitting around and 
spending time in all the convivial 
meeting places – the Pub and Rolling 
Hills Kitchen, Grazing restaurant, 
Cork St Café, the Gundaroo Grocer, 
Gundog Estate Cellar Door, and 
Tallagandra Hill Winery.  

It has also driven Gundaroo’s 
community organisations to cancel 
plans for meetings and other 
activities involving groups of people. 
The Common Trust and Gundaroo 
Community Association have 
postponed their AGMs, the War 
Memorial Committee has cancelled 
the Anzac Dawn Service, Fireside 
Chats has suspended all activities, 
and the Hall has cancelled its 
working bee (April), the Biggest 
Morning Tea (May) and the Curry 
Night (June), and all other uses of 
the Hall, including regular use by 
the Gundaroo Film Society.  

The popular Sunday Handicap village 
run has been suspended, and 
organised sporting matches (cricket, 
soccer) likewise.  

Yass Valley Council has issued 
directions for the closure or 
restricted use of many facilities 
within the shire. In Gundaroo, this 
has meant the closure of the 
playground, campground and public 
toilets at Gundaroo Park, and 
conditions on face-to-face 
transactions at the Gundaoo 
transfer station (‘the tip’). 

Gundaroo School pupils are mostly 
at home having online lessons. 
Scouting activities have been 
suspended. Other organised group 
activities (such as the book club) 
likewise. Pilates and yoga classes 
have ceased their in-person 
schedules. And the Gundaroo Music 
Festival in October – a massive 
forward planning exercise – may be 
in danger.  

All of these are explained in more 
detail on page 23 (Eateries and 
Church Worship), pages 4 and 5 
(Community Noticeboard), and 
other notices and advertisements on 
pages 6, 7, 9, 12 and 14.  

Alternatives emerge 

In spite of these severe constraints, 
organisers and proprietors have 
been busy finding alternative ways 
to keep their activities going in some 
form and at some level.  

Some church services are being 
conducted ‘privately’ but broadcast 
via Zoom. This includes Easter, one 
of the two most significant events in 
the Christian calendar.  

No in-person services this Easter. 

GCA has begun using Zoom for 
meetings of sub-committees.  

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ will hold its 
next few book club meetings via 
Zoom  – which must by now be 
experiencing a ‘boom’. (Sorry!)  

Scouts and all kids are being 
encouraged to use a new Scouts 
NSW webpage with ideas for kids’ 
activities. (See page 9.) 

The Pub and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
and all the other food and wine 
venues except Grazing (which has 
closed) – Cork St Café, Gundaroo 
Grocer, Gundog Estate, Tallagandra 
Hill – have introduced variations on 
‘takeaway’, ‘order-and-pick-up’, or 
home delivery, all allowed within 
the government directives. But the 
1.5 metre social distancing rules 
must be observed by patrons.  

Marion Langworthy’s pilates and 
physio appointments are now 
virtual, and Ali Coles is making a 
video for her yoga class participants 
to use in their own time.  

More details of these arrangements 
are on page 23 Directory, and in the 
various advertisements.  

If the Gundaroo Community Connect 
Facebook traffic is any indicator, we 
seem determined to patronise our 
local businesses as much as possible 
to make their efforts worthwhile.  

The same goes for the Grocer, where 
Connie’s Fruit and Veg has a much 
bigger range of fresh produce, filling  
a gap left by Phil the Fruiterer, who 
has chosen to self-isolate for now.  

The situation remains fluid and 
subject to change, and readers are 
advised to call the venues and 
consult their Facebook pages to 
stay up to date.  

Child care services have 
not had to close 
After weeks of uncertainty and 
efforts by child care providers to 
maintain their services and staff, the 
Federal Government announced 
that from 6 April, it would waive the 
the Gap Fee that families had to pay 
for child care.  

According to a circular from 
Gundaroo’s Country Children’s Early 
Learning (CCEL), this means that 
“families with children enrolled in a 
service, whether they are attending 
or keeping the children at home, 
will not have to pay fees for care. 
This is a great relief for families who 
have children not attending but 
who have been supporting the 
service (CCEL) by paying the Gap 
Fee, and for those who are essential 
workers and need ongoing access to 
the care”.  

Gundaroo Grocer  
Easter trading, 9 to 13 April 

Thursday, Open 8am to 2pm 
Good Friday, Closed 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
Open 9am to 1 pm 

Shop only.  
No Takeaway or Post Office 
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LOCAL NEWS
GOSH, at the Gundaroo School, can 
also continue to operate as usual, 
providing its ‘before and after’ 
school care, as well as the holiday 
program.  

Families that use these services will 
understand the fine detail of the 
new arrangements far better then 
The Gundaroo Gazette.  

CCEL has also developed a new page 
with activities for children being 
kept at home. Visit 
www.ccel.com.au, and click 
Resources and Children’s Resources.  

New website for Gundaroo 
to launch in April  
The new website being developed for 
Gundaroo was described in the 
December and March editions of The 
Gundaroo Gazette.  

At a Zoom meeting on Wednesday  
8 April, the GCA website sub-
committee decided to get the 
website up as soon as possible, with 
the aim of helping local businesses 
during this ‘Covid era’.  

The plan has always been that local 
businesses would pay a fee to utilise 
the website. But the sub-committee 
has decided that there should be no 
fee for the first six months.  

The site is expected to go live 
before the end of April. Community 
groups and businesses will be sent 
more information after Easter.  

Road grading program 
makes halting progress.  

The long-promised grading of Back 
Creek Road and Yass River Road has 
begun.  

Residents and users of the eastern 
section of Back Creek Road are 
reported to very pleased with the 
result so far, but are impatient to see 
the whole of the road finished.  

Yass River Road west of the Back 
Creek Road junction had still not 
been started at the time of 
publication, although it had been 
promised for the previous week.  

The Gazette has received complaints 
and questions about the delays, 
despite direct communication 
between residents and Council.  

The worst of the complaints have 
arisen from the decisions by 

contractors to suspend waste 
collection and now, apparently, mail 
deliveries. The Gundaroo Gazette has 
not had an opportunity to confirm 
the mail delivery matter.  

In both cases, vehicle damage is the 
reason. The waste collection truck is 
off the road for suspension repairs, 
and the contractor is refusing to 
collect bins until the road is graded.  

The Gazette intends to make its own 
inquiries of the Council, to give 
Council an opportunity to explain the 
program and delays.  

Gundaroo tip questions 
Questions are also being asked about 
the steady erosion of the ease of 
using the Gundaroo transfer station.  

The questions seem perplexing, and 
have raised suspicion among some 
users that there may be an ‘agenda’ 
to make the tip less and less useable 
as a waste disposal facility.  

Once again, the Gazette has not had 
an opportunity to follow up these 
(and other) questions with Council, 
but believes it is fair to do so.  

Questions from users include:  

¶ Why has Council decreed that 
obviously recyclable small nursery 
pots should be buried rather than 
made available to be re-used by 
enthusiastic gardeners?  

¶ Is it true that much material for 
recycling is actually buried? 

¶ Why are the large transfer bins 
often closed or inaccessible?  

(User picture taken in late March.) 

¶ If we must use transfer bins rather 
than the useable landfill hole, why 
aren’t they placed in a trench so 
that wheelie bins and trailers can 
be easily emptied into them?  

None of the complaints involve the 
regular Council staff, one of whom 
is regarded by many users as very 
diligent, helpful and efficient – 
despite often being made the 
misplaced target of complaints.  

Users report being relieved that 
Council reversed its 3 April decision 
to close all transfer stations during 
the Covid-19 ‘lockdown’ by deciding 
on 6 April that the stations should 
keep operating, observing ‘social 
distancing’ and other precautions.  

Springdale Solar Farm 
changes hands 
Late in March, Sutton Solar Action 
Group (SSAG) sent The Gundaroo 
Gazette a report of a constructive 
meeting with the NSW Minister for 
Planning and Public Spaces about 
the proponent, Renew Estate, 
having taken 18 months to still not 
respond to public submissions.  

Two weeks later, the Gazette 
received a phone call from Renew 
Estate, a media release from RES 
announcing that RES now owns the 
project, and then communications 
from two senior RES managers.  

The first task for RES (a UK-based 
international renewable energy 
company), is to finalise the 
‘response to submissions’, now 
promised by the end of April.  

The Gazette will again start 
watching this project (a 190ha 
solar farm on Tallagandra Lane), to 
report to the many Gundaroo 
residents who made submissions.  

‘Kyeema’ subdivision 
seeking to modify its DA  
The proponent of the ‘Kyeema’ 
subdivision between Rosamel St 
and Gundaroo Rd is seeking to 
modify the DA – to amend/remove 
conditions, reduce the stages of 
development from five to two, 
amend the subdivision layout, and 
include part of Stage 2 earthworks 
in Stage 1.  

For those interested, submissions 
on the proposal (DA 190011C) close 
with Council at 5.00pm on 27 April.  

2020 Council elections 
deferred a year 
NSW Government has deferred the 
September 2020 local government 
elections until September 2021.  

Current councillors and elected 
Mayors will now continue to hold 
their civic offices for another year.  

  

http://www.ccel.com.au/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

  

CANCELLED ³  
All gatherings at the  

GUNDAROO SOLDIERS½  
Memorial Hall  

Working Bee – April 

Biggest Morning Tea – May 

Curry Night – June 

There is nothing urgent to be done. But random 

individual acts of kindness wonõt be rejected.  

Jobs include:  ð  Move concrete slab to garden shed 
 ð  Fix bridge timber cap on brick wall 
 ð  Relocate old roofing iron 
 ð  Paint pickets 
 ð  General clean-up, cobwebs, leaves 
  ð  Finish off the pergola 
 ð  Inspect building for termites 

Direct your inquiries to Colin Lee 0432 629 789 

POSTPONED ɀ date to be advised 

Gundaroo Community Association  

Annual General Meeting 
[Formerly scheduled for April] 

Renew your membership for 2020 or become a new 
member ($10 per year). Forms are available from 

the Gundaroo Store and PO, or from  
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com. 

YOUR SUPPORT IS WELCOME 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00pm to 1.00pm 

ON HOLD – until further notice 

FIRESIDE CHATS 
and all other activities organised by 

Gundaroo Arts & Culture Committee  

Please watch The Gundaroo Gazette and 
Gundaroo Community Connect for news. 

 Coronavirus (COVID-19) ð Council response 

Yass Valley Council is constantly monitoring the rapidly 
changing COVID-19 situation and providing regular updates on 

all disruptions to Council services and facilities.  

We have created a handy table on our website, listing what is 
open, closed or operating wth restrictions. The table is colour-
coded and easy to follow, and is updated as advised by the 

Federal and State Governments.  

The table can be found via this link:  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-

19/disruption-to-council-service/.  

In summary, the situation relevant to Gundaroo  
as at 6 April is as follows:  

CLOSED TO PUBLIC – playground, mobile library, 
campground, Memorial Hall, public toilets; and in Yass – Yass 
Library, pool, no surrenders at the animal shelter, no face-to-

face transactions at the Visitor Information Centre and Council 
customer service, and more. 

RESTRICTED – cemetery (maximum of 10 people with the 4 
sq m rule), Council meetings (14 people max), building 

inspections (not on occupied buildings or with clients), pubic 
health and safety inspections (high-risk/urgent only), 

Development Applications (email, mail or mail slot only), 
transfer station (details below), Roadshow Community 

Meetings (2020/21 Operational Plan by an online format).  

Council Customer Service – by phone (6226 1477), email 
(Council@yass.nsw.gov.au) or online 

(www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au).  

Information Centre – by phone (6226 2557) and email 
(tourism@yass.nsw.gov.au.  

Yass Valley Library – for help to access online resources, by 
phone (6226 1305) and email (Library@yass.nsw.gov.au).  

A dedicated COVID-19 news page posts regular updates. 
Access this by clicking the ‘Read more’ link in the red banner 

across the top of each page on the website;  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au.  

Gundaroo Transfer Station 
From midnight 6 April, all Valley transfer stations will remain 
open as normal (Gundaroo on Saturday and Sunday from  

9am to 5pm) but with a modified service as follows:  

¶ Remain in your vehicles until directed otherwise by staff. 
¶ No access to site offices, buildings, and other facilities.  

¶ Observe ‘social distancing’ guidelines. 
¶ NO CASH. Where no EFTPOS (eg Gundaroo), show either 

your rates notice or driver’s licence, so resident details can 
be recorded and an account sent in the mail. 

¶ Try to minimise the frequency of your visits.  

Information may change at any time and with little 
notice. Please continue to check Council’s website and 

Facebook page for the most up-to-date information. 

mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/disruption-to-council-service/
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/disruption-to-council-service/
mailto:Council@yass.nsw.gov.au
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:tourism@yass.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Library@yass.nsw.gov.au
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
===

NOT cancelled 
 
 

 

 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ˉ 7amð9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ˉ 3pmð6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School 
Lot Street, Gundaroo 

CANCELLED, but é 
ANZAC Dawn Service 

Saturday 25 April 

All ANZAC public ceremonies have been cancelled to 
comply with the Covid–19 ‘social distancing’ policy.  

 

 

 

Instead, the Gundaroo War Memorial (corner of Cork 
and Harp streets) will be floodlit from 5.25am.  

You are encouraged to personally mark Anzac Day in 
one of the following ways:  

¶ Lay a wreath on behalf of family or an organisation 
¶ Tie a rosemary sprig or hand-made red poppy to the 

.memorial fence (both will be available at the site). 
¶ Stop at the memorial during the day to pause and reflect. 
¶ If unable to visit the memorial, stand in your driveway 

as a family, and share a minute’s silence together as 
communities, in place of major group ceremonies. 

The Gundaroo War Memorial space is a public place, 
subject to government directives about ‘social 

distancing’, and you must abide by them if you visit.  
If you are ill, we ask that you stay at home. 

A private nationally televised Anzac Day 
commemorative service at the War Memoral will be 

broadcast on the ABC and streamed online at 5.30am. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Coordination contact:  Dallas Leach, 
dcleach@bigpond.com , Ph: 6236 8169 

Sunday ‘handicapped’ 
The popular Sunday Handicap has been suspended 
until further notice in the interest of public health.  

The Handicap will return when the government 
and medical advisers ease the severity of the ban 

on the size of public gatherings and the 
restrictions on travel from home.  

Exercise is allowed as long as ‘social distancing’ is 
practised. So keep running on your own if you can. 
It’s good for your mind and your immune system!  

Nick Drew 

From ‘The Desk’ 
óThe situationô this month was changing almost too fast 
for a village monthly to keep up! The cancellation of 
community events was fairly straightforward in the first 
couple of weeks. But evolving government directives and 
community responses kept leading to ad changes and 
almost daily editorial rewrites ï even up to the last 
morning before printing (which was missed anyway). 
And in the days afterwards. (Hence the weekend release.) 

Despite this turmoil, Iôm pleased to be able to present all 
our longstanding and relatively new non-staff 
correspondents. Thank you, in order of appearance: 
Nigel, Deidre, Phil, Elizabeth, Geoff, Sue, Lisa, Philip 
and Sean. And we have welcomed three new advertisers, 
adding to the five who joined in February and March. A 
warm welcome and a big thank you to you all.  

As I do often, I say again that we value ALL our 
advertisers, and hope readers choose our advertisers as 
a ófirstô not a ólast resortô for their trades and services.  

And we thank again our reliable distributors: Gundaroo 
and Sutton POs, and RMB distributors Colin Lee, 
Maureen Travanion, Fiona Martin and John Corry.  

For light relief ï and to admire their lyrical talent ï Iôve 
enjoyed numerous coronavirus parodies of well-known 
poems and songs. Their numbers are steadily growing, 
and many find their way to my inbox. Leaving the poems 
aside for now, Iôve selected my five favourite songs 
below because they were all big hits in my óeraô. There 
are plenty more. In order, the YouTube clips below are:  

Coronavirus Rhapsody ( from Queen) 
My Corona ( from The Knack) 
Stayin Inside ( from Bee Gees) 
Fight the Virus ( from Simon & Garfunkel) 
One Day More ( from Les Miserables) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr_tEdQvFcc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojrtwXqqc6g 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmUXntGlqFI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIGMLTQj5y4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXWi1xUHmPY.  

I recommend them all! Be inspired to prepare your own 
entry in the Gundaroo Talent Quest. (More info coming 
on Gundaroo Community Connect Facebook page.) 

Till  next month, stay safe. stay positive, stay connected.  

Your Editor / Custodian 

mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
mailto:dcleach@bigpond.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr_tEdQvFcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojrtwXqqc6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmUXntGlqFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIGMLTQj5y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXWi1xUHmPY
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In Living Memory  
Gundaroo in the 1940s & 1950s 

by Marion Meischke 

 

An easy-to-read authentic history  
of Gundaroo during two decades  

of social change, told by those  
who lived in Gundaroo then. 

The perfect Christmas or  
birthday gift for anyone with  

links to Gundaroo or an  
interest in social history.  

With over 500 remastered  
photos from the period (can be  

ordered individually) and almost  
500 pages of stories to make you laugh and cry, this  

three-volume set in an attractive slip-cover will resonate 
with the old, inform the young, and bring to light a 

fascinating history for those who live here. 

Price $150 (including GST) 
Available from the author at 
gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com  
or  
online at www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au 

Also available at The National Library of Australia, 
Paperchain and Book Face bookshops, and at Gundaroo 
Grocer and Cork St Cellars.  

 

 

 
FESTIVAL 
CORNER 

 

2020 Gundaroo Music Festival 
Saturday 24 October 

from 10am to 10pm 
(Support those living with Motor Neurone Disease) 

**Keep the date for now.**  
But watch this space and the Festival website 

and FB page for future decisions by the 
organisers while the national social distancing 

policy for COVIDð19 remains in place.  

 

mailto:gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com
http://www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au/


 7 

 

Gundaroo School News    

 

 
 

Well, I can fairly safely say I was not expecting an issue 
where, rather than reporting on events, I would be 
reporting on how learning is going … from home! 

It has been a whirlwind few weeks with the ramping 
up of the threat of COVID-19, culminating in late 
March with asking parents to keep their children at 
home, and having fewer than five students at school 
for most of the week. 

Additionally, teachers have had to quickly adapt what 
they are doing and adjust their learning plans to a 
method of online delivery – filming lessons, video 
conferencing, Google Classroom, and an app called 
Seesaw helping us along the way.  

Mrs Harris got in on the fun by recording herself reading 
and sending it out to the children, who were simply 
amazed, and encouraged her to consider a career in 
reading audio books! I’m keeping my fingers crossed 
that there aren’t too many job opportunities in that line 
of work.  

 

And the poor parents! Not only trying work from 
home themselves, but trying to remember concepts 
like square and triangular numbers, being 
transported back to a vastly different looking school 
to the one they were familiar with, and grappling 
with all sorts of new technology. 

The children … well, I’m pretty certain they have just 
taken it all in their stride and relished the opportunity to 
do their schoolwork in their pyjamas.  

On a more serious note, however, we understand how 
challenging this time is for many, and we have 
continued to be astounded at how wonderfully the 
Gundaroo community has banded together to support 
one another. If there is anything at all that the school 
can do to help, please let us know. 

With no events to share photos of this month, I’ve 
decided to share some of the online learning we have 
been doing instead. Enjoy, and take care. 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 
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NSW Rural             c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Coronavirus ð We want to assure our Community that, even in the unsettled times we’re all experiencing, the Gundaroo Brigade 
is still available for callouts and emergencies. For reliable information about COVID-19, visit www.health.nsw.gov.au or 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus. No computer access? Phone Coronavirus Health Information Line 1800 020 080 or your doctor.  

During summer and the bushfires, people showed wonderful community spirit and resilience. So, safely check on your neighbours, 
the elderly or vulnerable people you’re aware of who may need assistance. Remain sensible, calm, and don’t panic buy! Minimise 
the risk of contracting the virus with good hygiene, self-isolation, and social distancing. Keep up to date. Stay healthy and safe. 

The Brigade Annual General Meeting on 11 March was well attended, with the following committee members elected for 2020.  

Captain Michael Cliff 

Senior Deputy Ian Robinson 

Deputies (5) Nick Drew, Andrew Nicholls, David Robinson, Scott Shearer, Brett Southwell 

President Lawrie Willett 

Secretary Michael Joyce 

Treasurer Peter (Barney) Laudenbach 

Training Officers (3) Alexander Oliver, Scott Shearer, Brett Southwell 

Equipment Officers (3) Brett Southwell, Alan Edwards, Malcolm Lawrie 
  
Community Engagement  Officer Peter Dyce 

Events Co-ordinator Tricia Voigt 

Publicity Officer Deidre Robinson 

Catering Officer Talia Meischke 

Assistant Administrative Officers (3) Alison Coles, Danny O’Brien, Ben Duncan 

Bush Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) ̄  this has been declared finished by NSW RFS. A Fire Permit is no longer required 
for fires lit in the open. However, if you intend to burn, you still must notify Yass Fire Control, Ph: 6226 3100, Monday to Friday 
during business hours, at least 24 hours before your intended burn. Notify your surrounding neighbours. Always be careful and 
vigilant when conducting your burn. In an emergency, ring Triple Zero (000). Advice and information in relation to the Fire Danger 
Period can be obtained from Captain, Michael Cliff or Yass Fire Control Centre phone: 6226 3100.   

Donations ̄  Please note the brigade changed to Westpac and has a new bank account number 
A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible in this financial year if made by 30 June. Payments 
can be made by cheque, cash or direct transfer. Please include your name & address for receipt. Contact Treasurer, Peter 
Laudenbach 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au  

Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade BSB: 032-746   Account No: 015969  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 
  

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 yearsõ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenalõs Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and 
parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus
mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
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Lively Brigade AGM 
By A Staff Reporter 

  

The Gundaroo Gazette had the pleasure of sitting in on 
the Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade’s 2020 Annual General 
Meeting.  
It was ‘standing room only’ – a rare sight at AGMs, 
unless a candidate for election is ‘running a ticket’ and 
needs to shore up the numbers!  
It became apparent as the meeting progressed that this 
full-house attendance was a logical outcome of one of 
the longest and most intense fire seasons the Brigade 
has experienced in many years – especially for the 
substantial number of ‘fairly new’ members.  
The AGM of a volunteer organisation is usually a pretty 
dry affair – bland reports by the main office bearers, 
financial statements, and election of field and admin 
officers for the next year. Business is usually over quickly 
before the beer and party pies are unwrapped.  
Not this one. We waited quite a while for refreshments! 
Before the elections (which did indeed follow the 
common pattern of finding a volunteer for each 
position), we were treated to thoughtful and stirring 
reports from President Lawrie Willett and Captain 
Michael Cliff, the latter being particularly thorough, and 
full of praise, gratitude and enthusiasm about the 
teamwork that strengthened throughout the season.  
These were complemented by well-received reports 
from Secretary Michael Smith, Treasurer Barney 
Laudenbach, and the several Brigade officers responsible 
for training, equipment, community liaison, publicity, 
catering (much acclaim), and events. All had much 
activity to report on, and did so with an infectious 
enthusiasm, commitment and sense of comraderie that 
permeated the whole meeting.  

Following some important legal business (confirming 
probationary members, taking action about inactive 
members, and authorising the executive committee to 
approve expenditure), we had the pleasure of applauding 
the presentation of awards for diverse acts of dedication, 
performance, generosity and support. These included 
supporters from the business community, and one for The 
Gundaroo Gazette, humbly accepted.  
The meeting unanimously approved awarding Honorary 
Life Membership to Michael and Cheryl Thompson, for 
years of selfless commitment to the Brigade.  
The election offered no surprises. Particular thanks were 
recorded for ‘retiring’ Secretary Michael Smith and 
tireless Equipment Officer Andrew Nicholls, replaced by 
Michael Joyce and Brett Southwell respectvely. But 
Andrew was re-elected as one of the Deputy Captains.  
Several of the many important messages from the 
meeting’s discussions are worth recalling here.  
¶ “We never failed to fill a truck for the 22 far-flung 

deployments over several months.”  
¶ Strike team crews from several brigades who’d 

never met showed very quickly the benefit of their 
training and commitment to teamwork – no matter 
how inexperienced they might have been to start.  

¶ The Gundaroo and broader community were very 
very generous with their donations and support.  

¶ The B.A.R.T. communication system was hugely 
successful in mobilising responses on the ground.  

¶ We should strongly promote the Brigade and its 
value to new arrivals in Gundaroo.  

The Gazette will be happy to help in that endeavour.  
 

*     *     *     *    *    *

 

1st Gundaroo Scouts

The 1st Gundaroo Scout Group made the most 
of the glorious March weather, with a fantastic 

linking ceremony to welcome our newest members to our 
group. Scout section made a bridge which the new members 
crossed (pictured), 
symbolising 
passage into the 
scouting 
community. It was 
great to see this 
display of ropework 
and campcraft skills 
that is a bedrock of 
scouting. Well 
done. 

Just as things with 
the group were 
taking off, the 
rapidly evolving 
situation with 
Covid-19 has seen 
us temporarily suspend section meetings. The health and 
welfare of our youth members is our number one priority, and 
whilst getting outside and dirty is part of scouting, we have 
been unable to ensure adequate hygiene facilities for proper 

handwashing. With a number of our children having chronic 
health conditions, we chose to err on the side of caution and 
ceased our section meetings in mid-March. 

The guidance from Scouts NSW is that when school classes 
resume, we can re-commence section meetings.  

In the meantime, we are looking at ways to keep our youth 
members engaged and active within scouts online. Leaders 
have put forward many great initiatives, but due to Scouting 
child safety requirements, this has some challenges. Scouts 
NSW is working hard to develop these ideas into safe and 
practical opportunities. 

There is a fantastic resource to help keep our children safe 
online during this time of increased e-learning and other 
online activity, and I urge all parents to check out the 
following link:  https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-
us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers.  

For more details, please call Group Leader on 0413 137 761. 

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 

Late Note: Scouts NSW have released a new page full of great 
ideas and activities for kids, whether they're scouts or not. 

Each week a new challenge will be introduced. Go to: 
https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/things-to-do/scoutinghome/ 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers
https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/things-to-do/scoutinghome/?fbclid=IwAR31w2b5XWlY-DtyAlfbcncuSy0faXgo_BiUUmTU51kqOmwJLC34ThDBoOM
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
An occasional column about random local stuff 
  

‘Facelift’ continues at the 

Gundaroo Grocer  
By a staff reporter 

The March Gazette ran two photos of the first stages of 
the facelift inside the Gundaroo Grocer and Post Office.  

Since then, Merrill Vellenoweth and Robyn Thorne have 
built and installed several more of Merrill’s internal 
features, Mick Connor has finished painting the front of 
the building, and Kenny Dowling has built a new paved 
patio adjacent to the north wall facing ‘The Nest’, to add 
to the balustrade he built at the front.  

What a shame we must now delay sitting there with 
friends to enjoy all these new features at our leisure.  

Some won’t pay the shop even a brief visit for a long time. 
So here’s a pictorial tour of the interior, so far, including 
‘Jess’s Local Provisions’ (2) and ‘Connie’s Fruit & Veg’ (4).  
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
An occasional column about random local stuff 

  

Home-life happiness in the  
age of Coronavirus 
By Elizabeth Kovacs 

In such times as these, as we adapt to severe 
restrictions on our lives in order to stop the spread of a 
highly contagious disease, it’s very important to find 
ways to relieve our likely levels of stress, anxiety and 
even panic, and to stay positive. Recently – after 
interviewing more than 50 people – I compiled a list of 
activities that keep people happy at home, where so 
many of us are now ‘confined’ for an unknown but 
extended period.  

COVID-19 has been the cause of multiple cases of 
self-isolation, quarantine, and in some cases, working 
from home, which can understandably be stressful. 
As a university student whose classes have all gone 
online, I understand this situation very well. 
However, I believe that by partaking in just a few of 
the activities on this list, we can maintain a good 
measure of happiness in such a trying time.  

Number One – and perhaps most popular: Playing with 
pets and showing them attention. Pets can, in most 
cases, seem more attuned to human emotions than 
humans themselves, and seem to have a sense of when 
a situation can be stressful or difficult.  

Number Two: Surrounding ourselves with loved ones. 
This may take the form of spending quality time with 
family or taking the time to call a friend or relative. 
Many of us are feeling the stress and panic, but by 
checking up, you are making sure your friends and 
relatives know that they are not alone in this.  

Number Three: Arts and crafts. Being at home is an 
ideal time to start a new project or pick up an old one. 
This could be a good time to develop a new hobby or 
test out new waters. Some that were mentioned to me 
were origami, drawing, painting, calligraphy, 
crocheting, knitting, and cross stitching. 

Number Four: Music. Music has been scientifically 
proven to help people study and concentrate, and it 
stands to reason that the right music can make you 
happy. Now is a perfect time to throw your own 
personal dance party, sing at the top of your lungs, 
waltz around your loungeroom, learn an instrument 
and practise. As a flute player, I highly recommend 
music!  

Number Five: Cooking and eating. This is an activity 
that you can try with your kids. Testing out fun new 
recipes for dinner or even baking cookies can relieve 
stress for both yourself and those around you.You 
might even find a new favourite around the house. 

Number Six: Games. This was exceedingly popular 
among the people I spoke to, with a variety of answers 
within this genre. Board games, video games and puzzles 
(pictured) were very commonly offered, with an  

 

honourable mention to sudoku. Games are a great way  
to keep your mind busy, and can relieve copious 
amounts of stress. 

Number Seven:  Reading. Now is a perfect time to pick 
up that book you’ve always wanted to read, or even 
indulge yourself by re-reading your favourite. Mine is 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen if anyone wants a 
recommendation.  

Number Eight: Movies. This is perhaps the broadest 
genre, as it encompasses movies, television shows, and 
Netflix, which is often categorised alone. This is an ideal 
time to binge-watch that series you’ve always wanted 
to, or to sing along to your favourite musical.  

Honourable mentions that didn’t make the list are exercise, 
reorganising/organising, and catching up on sleep.  

I offer you a challenge. If you’re not already doing any of 
these activities, take part in at least three of them.  

I would love to hear what others doing. Share your 
ideas. Let’s maintain our amazing sense of community 
and stick together through these uncertain times.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local 

carpenter  

builder 
 

Quoting in  

Gundaroo  

for jobs  

big and small 
 

Kenny Dowling  
0428 817 721 

Work on display at ôThe Nestõ, and  

the Gundaroo Grocer. 
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
Cellar Door temporarily closed 

We are trialing free front-door delivery within the village of our 
cheese/charcuterie and wines.  

Call the cellar door on 02 6236 8276 to order.  

Cellar Door Product Focus 

Gourmet Pantry ― We support many local producers and 
products, so we hold a Zoom catch-up with friends and family, and 

in style with some delicious gourmet cheese and charcuterie 
alongside our matching wines!  

Garlicious Grown Black Garlic ― From Braidwood, Black Garlic 
is versatile! Make your own black garlic Aioli, black garlic 

Sourdough, use in your roast chicken dish, mix it with roast 
potatoes! We even stock many of their spice-rubs infused with 

Black Garlic. YUM!  

2018 Hilltops Shiraz #1 – NEW RELEASE ― A single vineyard 
delight, this shiraz is grown over heavier soils at the Freeman 

Vineyard near Prunevale. It delivers naturally bigger flavours and 
bold tannins. Maturation is over 14 months in French oak and it 

can be cellared or enjoyed now.  

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 

The Pub is still operating  
 é thanks to YOU!  

*  *  *  *  *  * 
 

TAKEAWAY BAR SALES  
(like a bottle shop)  

Wednesday to Saturda y  5pm to 8pm *  
Weekly in - house promotions and specials  

  

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ð Fridays from 8pm  
Hosted by Scott and Choppy  

with special guests now and then  
Tickets available at the Pub (up to 8pm) or  

follow the link on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn 
from Wednesday until 7pm Friday.  
Meat supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

*Watch the Facebook page regularly for any 
changes and new services.  

rolling hills 
K I T C H E N 

is OPEN! 
(Thank you , Gundaroo,  

for your support and 
encouragement . ) 

Pre- order for safe no- contact  pick- up.  
WednesdayðThursday and Sunday, 6pm to 7pm  

FridayðSaturday, 6pm to 8pm*  
TAKEAWAY food from our delicious weekly men u* 

FAMILY MEAL KITS to cook at home *  
GOURMET DELI of very special groceries *  

HOW TO ORDER:  
1.  Check out the most  recent menus on Facebook 
2.  Place your order:  

a) Online order (preferred) and pre - payment  
   at www.bellasfeast. com.au  
b) email  rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com  
c) phone (leave message if outside business  
   hours)  6236 8060 

3.  Pick up at the Pub 

*Watch Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn for weekly 
menus, specials and any change to opening times.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
http://bellasfeast.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/GUNDAROO-HOW-TO.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/GundarooColonialInn/
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/
mailto:rollinghillskitchengundaroo@gmail.com
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au

The Cinnamon Peeler 

I have always been interested in words. I know I share 
this interest with the august editor of this organ, which 
is why I’m certain he will indulge my writing about 
words in a column designated ‘food and wine’. The 
meaning of words is crucial to their existence of course, 
which enables us to explain and describe things. But 
there is another feature of words that I admire: their 
euphonious quality, the pleasantness of the sound of 
the word regardless of meaning. 

You will not be surprised that I am delighted that the 
people who study phonaesthetics have once again 
selected cellar door as the most euphonious word (it’s 
actually a compound noun) in the world. This reputation 
goes back quite a long way. First recorded in 1903, cellar 
door has been admired by Tolkien, C S Lewis and Norman 
Mailer, amongst others. It is claimed by his biographer 
that it was Edgar Alan Poe’s favourite phrase. 

Euphonious words can also prompt sensual memories of 
place, taste, aroma and past experiences. Think of the 
country name Sri Lanka, for instance, which has had four 
previous colonial names that are even more beautiful: 
Zeylan, Ceylon, Taprobane, and Serendip (adv. 
serendipity). It is not surprising that such a country 
should be the home of one of world’s most loved and 
consumed spices: cinnamon (Cinnamum zeylanicum).  

When Sharon and I were making a series of ethnographic 
films in Sri Lanka in the 1970s, we rented the annexe of 
an old colonial villa in the exotic sounding Colombo 
suburb of Cinnamon Gardens. In the colonial era there 
would have been groves of cinnamon trees scattered 
amongst villagers’ houses, and open work spaces where 
the bark of the trees’ branches would be delicately 
peeled off to be lightly dried and fastidiously rolled into 
the cigar-like sticks we purchase today (pictured, right). 
But these days, like the Wollongong suburb of Fairy 
Meadow, it’s as hopeless a task trying to find a cinnamon 
tree in the cinnamon gardens as it is to find a fairy in the 
meadows of Wollongong! 

Cinnamon is a classic euphonius word. It has a magical 
sound that rolls around deliciously when spoken. 
Different pronunciations, especially spoken with Sri 
Lankan and Indian accents, conjure exotic and 
stimulating taste and aroma memories. Appropriately, 
one of Colombo’s best hotels, and highly recommended 
as a place to stay, is the eponymous Cinnamon Grand. 
The traditional food served in the restaurants of the 
Grand is probably the best in the country. 

We also took a small village house in the rural area inland 
and to the south of the city. The community farmed 
paddy rice and rubber trees, which were religiously 
tapped for the pure white liquid latex at dawn each day. 
Nearby there was a small copse of cinnamon trees. Our 
house was on a palm-lined unmade road that led from  

 

the village to a patchwork of paddy fields. The sun rose 
over the rice fields opposite our front verandah, often a 
soft pink disc filtering through the mist over the paddy. 
Small groups of workers, mostly village women, filed 
past as shadowy shapes on the way to the fields.  

There was one man, old and sun-weathered who wore 
a hoistered-up peasant’s sarong and a large straw hat. 
He carried a small cutting knife, shaped like a machete 
but smaller with a sharp hook on the end. He always 
nodded politely as he passed and always refused an 
invitation to stop for tea. He was the cinnamon peeler. 

Discrimination by caste is officially banned throughout 
the sub-continent, but still one sees its subtle 
implications in day-to-day life. Cinnamon peeling was 
traditionally a low-caste occupation and this is the 
basis of a poem written by Michael Ondaatje. In it, the 
cinnamon peeler laments that he will not find a wife 
because he will always smell of cinnamon, as would his 
bride. Ondaatje’s poem is very beautiful. I urge you to 
immediately go on-line to www.lyrikline.org, search 
Michael Ondaatje and scroll to ‘The Cinnamon Peeler’. 
You will then hear the poet read his wonderful poem.  

Cinnamon is such a common ingredient it seems 
superfluous to suggest a recipe. Instead, as winter 
approaches, please consider a warming glass of 
comforting Spiced Red Wine. There are many versions, 
but the one I like is made from a packet of Herbie’s 
Mulling Spices (available from Ainslie IGA or on-line 
from Herbie’s www.herbies.com.au) You will also need 
a bottle of your favourite Red Wine, a stick of 
Cinnamon, 1 cup of brown sugar, 1 lime and 1 orange 
quartered. Simmer all the ingredients in a saucepan for 
40 minutes. Strain and serve while warm. 

Bon apetit!  

http://www.lyrikline.org/
http://www.herbies.com.au/
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 
 

and Post Office 
SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 2020 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility.  

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 

** DUE TO THE COVID-19 SOCIAL DISTANCING POLICY, ALL PHYSIO 
APPOINTMENTS AND PILATES CLASSES ARE NOW VIRTUAL ** 

Please contact me for e-Physio or to join the e-Pilates classes. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph: 0498 146 977 Em: marionlangworthy@bigpond.com 
 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
mailto:marionlangworthy@bigpond.com


 15 

Indumentum 

An occasional column about things natural 

By Sue McIntyre 
 

Get into to it 
Those of us with a large garden or rural acres may be 
contemplating our good fortune at a time when staying 
at home is promising to be our future for many months 
to come. I've taken to being homebound as an 
opportunity rather than a problem, and I hope that you 
may be able to as well.  

We work madly to buy our real-estate, but do we get the 
maximum pleasure from it? Instead of rushing from one 
event/trip/meeting to another, now is the time to settle 
in. With that in mind, I have devised a list of useful and 
pleasant things that could be a distraction from the 
obsessive phone-scrolling that is dominating our lives.  

There are only a few weeks of autumn left – the nicest time 
of the year in terms of weather, so make the most of it. I 
have suggestions for the stressed, who need to relax, and 
for the workaholics, who feel the need to get a few jobs 
under the belt as part of winding down. Chances are you 
will fall under both categories at various times. 

Jobs outside 
The autumn weeding festival   The late summer rain 
brought on quite a few weeds that you may wish to remove 
before they seed. Where possible, chip out the weeds with 
a mattock or some lighter equivalent. Herbicides do not 
work unless plants are actively growing, so don't bother 
with any warm-season species past about mid-April. Look 
out for thistles, St John's Wort and, in particular, African 
Lovegrass and Chilean Needle-grass. 

Firewood   It’s time to bring in your seasoned, dry wood 
and cut more wood for future winters. As I've said before, 
picking up fallen wood cheats the echidnas and lizards of 
their food and shelter. Try cutting manageable pole-sized 
eucalypts that are growing densely, or butting up into the 
crown of adult trees. The cut trees will not be killed and the 
stumps will re-sprout. 

Tend to some erosion   The recent rain will have revealed 
where there has been overland flow and movement of 
dung and plant litter towards the drainage lines. Lay the 
tops of some of those cut-down pole trees across the slope 
of scalded areas. This will slow down future water flows, 
and intercept transported seed and organic matter. 

Monitor your trees and shrubs   Make a note of the species 
of trees and shrubs that did better or worse in the recent 
season of drought. Some will have died back but then  
re-sprouted. Note these, and see if they fully recover in 
coming years. Eucalypts are tough but not invincible. Even if 
they are re-sprouting now, their reserves may be too 
depleted to withstand future stresses. Deaths can take the 
form of cycles of setbacks and new growth.  

Which species have fared best? Was dieback associated 
with particular parts of the landscape? What are the 
implications for our woodlands and forests in the future? 
Will what you see influence future planting decisions? 

 

 
Stress-relief 

Look for autumn orchids   Parson’s Bands (Eriochilus 
cucullatus) and autumn-flowering greenhoods (Diplodium 
revolutum, D. truncatum) are out in April. There are a few 
other flowers out too, so go out and congratulate them on 
surviving the drought. Hibbertia obtusifolia, Hypoxis, 
Goodenia hederacea, Oxalis and Tricoryne are among them. 
All yellow-flowered species, interestingly. The Canberra 
Nature Map website can help with IDs. 

Rendezvous for drinks at dusk   Pick a mild, still, late 
afternoon and pack up some drinks and perhaps a salty 
snack and walk to a picturesque place away from the house. 
Settle down and contemplate the scene with nothing else in 
mind but enjoying your drink. If you have a companion, 
some reflective, peaceful thoughts are likely to be 
exchanged. We've left some director’s chairs at our 
favourite shady spot overlooking Lake Kevin, and we raise a 
glass there frequently, enjoying the rewards of years of 
planting and erosion work. (Lake Kevin was an erosion gully 
15 years ago.) Prepare for a few mosquitos if near water. 

The full holiday   If you are on a few hectares, and need 
some calm and quiet, spend a day or afternoon far from the 
house. Again, pick a sunny, mild, still day. Take a packed 
lunch, binoculars, camera, reading matter, something 
comfortable to lounge on, a pillow for snoozing. Carry your 
stuff to a nice shady spot (your exercise) and make it your 
base for the day. Do not commit to doing anything you do 
not want to. Simply have a nice time. Though I do 
recommend wandering around and sitting in different 
places, just looking. Lying on your back looking up through a 
tree canopy, and seeing shapes in the fluffy meandering 
clouds is also highly restorative. It is especially good at the 
moment as there are few aeroplanes, and the sky and roads 
are much quieter than usual. 

Re-discover why you live in the country. It could give you a 
taste for a different, better future. There are many difficult 
social and economic adjustments to come, so staying 
centred and recognising what is important, matters. 

Sue McIntyre  
April 2020 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com 

 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Planting an autumn  
vegetable garden  

Ah, what sweet relief this cooler weather brings. 

And while the world goes mad, now is a wonderful 
time to do some things in the garden. Preparing your 
veggie patch for winter veggies is fun to do, and it’s 
also going to yield you some enjoyable produce. 

Pumpkins – some of our summer produce 

As the season changes, you need to consider the soil’s 
exposure to the sun, the air and soil temperatures, 
rainfall in the cooler months, soil conditioners 
(manure, etc) and watering. 

During autumn, the sun shines much lower in the sky 
and gets even lower as winter closes in. Before you 
get busy, take a good look at your beds to make sure 
they get enough sun. Most autumn and winter crops 
require at least six hours of sunlight a day. 

Your summer-growing beds may not be ideal for 
autumn and winter crops. Trees, buildings, walls and 
other tall structures can throw more shade in the 
winter, and you may need to consider a different spot. 

Some of your summer vegetables may still be 
producing, so keep them. But any that look scrappy or 
have finished producing can go to the chooks, the 
worms or the compost. Some plants such as kale will 
sometimes improve with the cooler weather, so they 
are worth keeping. 

To prepare your beds, loosen the soil a bit and remove 
weeds. Work in some compost and manure and maybe 
some lime. The beds will need a freshen-up if they 

have had summer vegetables, and the organic matter 
will add nutrients to help your new plants grow. 

Plan your plantings as you would for summer 
vegetables, and allow for plenty of air circulation. 
Straight lines are a good rule of thumb, and a distance 
of about 30cm usually works well. Personally, I like to 
plant a little closer than recommended.  

Think about vegetables you like to eat and how well 
they grow in our climate. There’s no point trying to 
grow something that is going to die with the first frost. 

Mulch, just like you would your other plants, as this 
helps keep moisture in and keeps the soil a little 
warmer than if it is fully exposed.  

If we don’t get regular autumn rain, make sure you 
water. Your garden will not need as much water as 
summer, as the lower temperature and indirect 
sunlight create less evaporation. 

If you are concerned about big frosts as the season 
cools further, you may like to consider covering your 
crops, just to provide a little protection. 

You may also have opportunistic possums, birds or 
other wildlife to contend with, and bird netting may 
be useful to protect your crop. I have had great 
success with Seasol. Most animals cannot stand the 
smell of fish, and tend to go somewhere else. Don’t 
forget to wash your vegetables so you don’t suffer the 
same problem. 

My favourite vegetables for autumn planting include 
broccoli, cauliflower, Brussel sprouts, carrots, turnips, 
leeks, spinach, cabbage, and lots of herbs such as 
parsley and chives. 

Lisa Walmsley 
April 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com


 19 

Wildcare 
by Philip Machin 

Wildcare impacted by COVID–19 

No areas of society are immune to the impact of 
COVID–19. Wildcare’s training program for current 
and new volunteers has become a casualty, with 
recently announced macropod and bird training 
courses being postponed. Indeed, all group training 
has been abandoned until at least July.  

This doesn’t mean Wildcare is shutting up shop – far 
from it. Providing a service to the community, in 
rescuing and rehabilitating injured and orphaned 
animals, is paramount and continues – albeit with 
volunteers having to observe the government-directed 
social isolation rules around people, just like anyone 
else. 

With COVID–19 taking over our lives as well as the 
24/7 news cycle, it would be easy to forget that it was 
only a few weeks since we were all worried by the 
threat of bushfire and drought. In our area, the 
Tallaganda bushfire and other fires raging to the south 
burnt through vast areas. Many animals died, and 
those that survived needed a lot of help to fix up their 
injuries – if they could be rescued – and to provide 
food, water and shelter to others.  

Since Christmas, 
with the help of 
many affected 
property owners 
and community 
volunteers such as 
the Southern 
Tablelands 4WD 
Club, Wildcare has 
been delivering 
essential food – 
grass, hay, pellets, 
bird seed, 
fruit/vegetables, 
and ‘browse’ 
(native tree and 
shrub cuttings) – 
to known 
surviving animals 
whose habitat has 

been destroyed. Over 40 food stations were 
positioned at strategic locations in and around the 
Tallaganda bushfire area, and in Michelago. These are 
being regularly replenished. Nesting boxes for 
possums and gliders have also been erected to 
provide shelter (pictured above).  

It might appear that Wildcare is just scatching the 
surface. But every animal saved will provide the 
nucleus to rejuvenate these areas in years to come. 
One Wildcare member’s wildlife sanctuary, destroyed  

 

 

by bushfire on 23 January, has used a koala-detection 
dog to seek out animals needing rescue. 

Wildcare has received some cash donations (they are 
always useful!) and has also been supported by the 
Worldwide Fund for Nature. Local businesses have 
been tremendous with their donations of food and 
equipment. Hay continues to be available to support 
grass-eating native animals. (To obtain hay, contact 
haydrop@wildcare.com.au.) 

On a weekly basis, Wildcare gathers native ‘browse’ 
(wattle, acacia, bottle brush, grevillea, flowers, new 
shoots etc) and fruit/vegetables. If you want to help, 
please email haydrop@wildcare.com.au and find out 
what is needed and when. 

If you need help and advice on wildlife issues, get in 
touch on Wildcare’s helpline, 6299 1966 (put it in your 
mobile phone) or via www.wildcare.com.au.  

Philip Machin 
for Wildcare 

Ph: 4933 1892 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

V Experienced pet sitters 

V In business since 2016 

V Reasonable rates 

V Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

V Experienced babysitters 

V Reasonable rates 

V Available most evenings and weekends 

V Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:haydrop@wildcare.com.au
mailto:haydrop@wildcare.com.au
http://www.wildcare.com.au/
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com


 20 

 
 

 Henryõs Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 
0411 122518 

PETER SUTTON  

WALL & FLOOR TILING 
LIC NO:  191442C  

Ph: 0416 256 637          Email: psut@outlook.com.au  

WATER PROOFING, LEAKING SHOWER REPAIRS 

ALL WALL & FLOOR TILING 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS 

QUALIFIED TRADESMAN ― OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 

mailto:psut@outlook.com.au
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Gundaroo Sport 
by Sean Egan 

Goats win Sweeney Cup – again 

Gundaroo Goats are the Sweeney Cup premiers again, 
taking the title by default due to a wash-out on 14 March 
and the cancellation of the season (Covid 19) on the 
alternate Grand Final weekend. Having finished higher on 
the ladder, the Goats were awarded the premiership by the 
Yass District Cricket Association.  

While it was great to once again take home the trophy, the 
occasion felt bittersweet, having 'won' without actually 
needing to bowl a ball in anger. Counterpoint: as a wise 
cartoon father once said "de-fault: the two sweetest words 
in the English language". 

Although Murrumbateman had beaten the Goats on both 
previous occasions this season, self-appointed team alpha, 
Mitch Callagher, noted modestly: "Yeah, they might have got 
us twice this year, but history shows that every time we've 
played them when it's counted we’ve destroyed them. I feel 
pretty confident that with Mitch’s awesome bowling and his 
power hitting and clean stroke play that's been on display all 
season we would have beaten them easily anyway." 

With the season called off early in the week, the Goats had 
time to bring forward their presentation in line with 
premiership celebrations. This year also saw the induction 
of six players into the 100 Club, receiving pewter mugs for 
playing over 100 games for the Club.  

Five awards for the season were presented on the night (all 
pictured in the rogues’ gallery): 

Club ― Chris ‘Gags’ Gaggin  
Shenanigans ― Mark ‘Diggles’ Grayham 
Effort ― Dave ‘Droopy’ Drew 
F-Cup ― Mitch ‘Mitch’ Callagher 
Players Player ― Mitch ‘Mitch’ Callagher 

100 Club Inductees (pictured L to R) – Scott ‘Big Bear’ 
Harding, Jason ‘Jase’ Vant, Sean ‘Harvey’ Egan, Mitch 
‘Mitch’ Callagher, Andy ‘Little Bear’ Harris, Rob ‘SJ’ Clark. 

Thanks to everyone who supported the club throughout the 
year – sponsors, people buying raffle tickets, partners who 
got stuck with the kids every other Saturday. Also a massive 

thanks to Chris Gaggin and Andy Harris for stepping up and 
running a very successful junior cricket program, and a 
huge thanks to Choppy and the team at the Pub who have 
been amazing in their support.  

We don't really know what's going to happen in these 
rather strange times, but as a group we'll be doing our best 
to support the Pub and the other local businesses during 
the next few months. Hopefully we'll be back next season 
to go for a threepeat! 

Sean Egan 
President 

Gundaroo Goats CC 

  

Sutton  
Mobile 

Stockfeeds  
0ÛÛÚáÑâÌ 6ÐÌ "ÈÔÌß Èâ 

5äââÚØ 
Saturdays 

7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays 

3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 
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GoodWords Consulting 
Edit | Write | Rewrite | Proofread 

Affordable, accessible, local 

Alan Cummine  
0407 488 927 

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

* * * * * *  
Whether it’s a brochure or a book, make sure it’s 

written the way you want it to be read. 
 

 

¶ Lawyer conveyancing 
¶ Wills 
¶ Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

mailto:alan.cummine@gmail.com
http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to 
comply with governmental decrees with respect to containing the spread of the COVID–19 
virus. The contact details remain as listed – for Eateries and for Churches.  

 

Eateries in Gundaroo 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  

Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub 
steeped in history. Sophisticated fine country dining. 

Closed until further notice.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street 
6236 8217 

(Walk down the driveway to the stables behind the 
Old Police Station, now a private residence.) 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Takeaway only.  
Wednesday to Sunday, 5.00–8.00pm.  
(Easter closed).  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  

The ‘village pub’. Great atmosphere. Very popular 
family restaurant, with indoor and outdoor dining. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  

Takeaway only. Days and hours subject to change.  

Bar:      Over the bar sales, includes local wines 
Wednesday to Saturday, 5.00pm– 8.00pm 

Restaurant:     Contact-less Pick-up only 
Wednesday–Thursday, 6.00–7.00pm 
Friday–Saturday, 6.00–8.00pm  
Sunday, 6.00–7.00pm 
Takeaway menu / Family Meal Kits / Gourmet Groceries 

Online bookings preferred, via www.bellasfeast.com.au 
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Takeaway only:  Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  

Gourmet meat and cheese platters. Tea and coffee.  
Wine by the bottle or glass, served only with food.  
Wine tastings. Extensive range.  
Temporarily closed. Home deliveries within the village. 
Wines and Gourmet Pantry goodies.  

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
0434 041 915 

Specially curated cheese and charcuterie platters 
matched to our single vineyard premium wines.  

The menu offers a unique matched food-and-wine 
experience for our visitors to enjoy either for a hearty 
lunch or just for ‘grazing’.  

Temporarily closed as a venue. No tastings.  
Counter wine sales by appointment or online. 
  

Church worship in Gundaroo 
All in-person church services and activities 
have been suspended until further notice.  
But check with the relevant contact person 

about online services.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting 
at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in 
each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 

Gundaroo Community Connect 
Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
http://www.bellasfeast.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
Collector 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244 
4848 0271 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 
 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 
 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 
 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0405 776 518 (Katherine Barry) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  
 

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

ôGundaroo Loves Booksõ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Menõs Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au 
(Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See page 23 for church services 
and contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 
 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  
 
It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  

6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Scott Shearer 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0400 291 827 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecilia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

