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       Volume 200  Print circulation 570 — Readership keeps growing    July 2020 
 

So far, so good. Let’s keep it that way 
The dramatic upturn in COVID-19 
infections in Victoria is a sobering 
reminder of the need for us all to be 
ever-mindful of the precautions we 
must take to keep ourselves and our 
families, friends and neighbours safe.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has not heard of 
anyone in and around Gundaroo having 
contracted the virus, despite many 
being regularly exposed in their daily 
lives to possible sources of infection.  

Within the village, this good fortune is 
testament to the care and common 
sense that Gundaroo residents and 
visitors have displayed for months.  

Social distancing has certainly been 
prevalent and observable. With the help 
of marked boundaries on floors, but not 
reliant on them, we’ve become adept at 
judging the specified space around us 

and keeping to it fairly naturally with 
reasonable human accuracy.  

Except within families, hugs and kisses 
and handshakes have been forsaken – a 
serious sacrifice for many of us – and 
replaced with slight head nods, bows, 
waves, and the traditional prayerful Thai 
wai. Thankfully most have eschewed the 
political pantomime of elbow-bumps,  
and have left that to the politicians to 
photo-op how ‘aware’ they are.  

Disposable gloves and masks are not as 
common as might have been expected 
around the village, although many of us 
wear either or both 
when shopping in 
Canberra. But hand 
sanitiser is everywhere 
and is well used. Small 
refillable plastic bottles 
of sanitiser can be 
found in cars and 
handbags, and hanging 
on belts (pictured).  

As well as welcoming ‘Phil the Fruiterer’ 
back to town, using Gundaroo Park again, 
feeling free once more to sit down at the 
shop, the pub, the restaurants and one 
church (St Joseph’s), and to attend Pilates 
and yoga classes, visits with friends and 
neighbours are now also commonplace. 
And it is observable that in all of these 
venues, as well as in these home and 
garden visits, we’re using common sense 
and generally keeping to ‘the rules’. 

For the many of us who work outdoors, 
or who have worked from home for 
years, our daily lives have suffered little. 
We’re the fortunate ones.  

For the businesses and their employees 
eligible for the Government assistance, 

that help has been a welcome safety 
net. For those who missed out – and 
most should not have – it’s been 
seriously hard going. The rest of us 
need to keep looking out for you.  

The Nest at Gundaroo is not the only 
accommodation getting regular bookings. 
The B&Bs are 
being booked 
again, as are 
the pub’s 
units, mostly 
by folk 
‘escaping’ 
their COVID 
confinements.  

The pub has 
taken the opportunity to get on with 
some interior rejuvenation, which shall 
feature in a future Gazette.  

For groups that have postponed or been 
‘Zooming’ their meetings, help is now at 
hand. The Soldiers’ Memorial Hall can seat 
26 within the rules, and is now allowing 
community-endorsed groups to meet in 
the Hall for no more than a nominal 
heating and power fee. (See page 2.)  

All the venues and accommodation are 
investing in extra staff time and cost to 
maintain the highest possible standards 
of hygiene for their patrons and guests.  

Combined with our own continuing 
vigilance and precautions – social 
distancing, personal hygiene, masks and 
gloves when needed – and a dollop of good 
luck, we should be able to protect 
ourselves and our community against an 
outbreak and maintain our clean record 
while enjoying some degree of ‘normality’.  

 

In this issue … 
Local News pp 1–3 
Community Noticeboard pp 4–5 
From ‘The Desk’ p 5 
Fire Brigade bulletin p 6  
School News p 7 
Festival Corner p 8 
Better farm yields from green waste p 9 
You say Syrah, I say Shiraz p 11 
Remembering Maureen Dyce p 12 
Remembering Jenny Thorne p 13 
Déjà vu? p 15 
Earthworms in your garden p17 
Kangaroos in the fenceline p 19 
Top five funnies of the decade p 21 
Eateries p 23 
Church services p 23 
Emergency & community contacts p 24 

Quotes for the month 
“When the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do?”  

Economists John Maynard Keynes? Paul Samuelson? Joan Robinson?   
Or Winston Churchill? (All credited with some version of this.) 

“Every time we turn our heads the other way when we see the law 
flouted, when we tolerate what we know to be wrong, when we 

close our eyes and ears to the corrupt because we are too busy or 
too frightened, when we fail to speak up and speak out, we strike 

a blow against freedom, decency and justice.” 

Robert F. Kennedy (1925–1968) (Assassinated) 
Lawyer, US Attorney General and Senator, champion of civil rights 
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LOCAL NEWS
Our Hall’s ‘Covid relief’ 
shows Gundaroo’s 
community spirit 
Use of Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hall for community-endorsed activities 
is to be free for an interim period while 
COVID-19 restrictions are limiting face-
to-face group meetings.  

The Hall Management Committee 
resolved to make this offer at its most 
recent meeting on 1 July.  

Committee Chair, Wayne Kotzur, told 
The Gundaroo Gazette that the 
Committee acknowledged the anxieties 
and ‘headaches’ that various local 
community groups have experienced 
trying to manage their activities within 
the law while the social distancing 
restrictions have been in operation.  

“Soldiers’ Memorial Hall is the largest 
open function space in the village,” he 
said, “and, while adhering to the spacing 
guideline of one person per four square 
metres, the Hall can still accommodate 
up to 26 people in the main room.” 

The Hall in full flight, in more ‘normal’ times 

The Committee anticipates that users 
will need to hold their own insurance, 
and will be asked to pay a nominal 
heating and electricity fee ($10 per 
hire). Users will need to follow official 
COVID-safe behaviour guidelines, 
including keeping records of 
participants, and cleaning (such as 
handles and toilet seats).  

For more information, interested 
community-endorsed groups should 
contact the booking officer, Colin Lee, 
on info@gundaroohall.org, or  
0432 629 789.  

Other Hall news 

Wayne also reported that much of the 
electrical upgrade is finished, with 
dimmable LED lighting and fan wiring 
installed, and the rest of the work 
anticipated to be complete by the end of 
the month. The Committee offered 
special thanks to Yass Valley Council for 
their 50% funding support.  

The planned external working bee, 
previously advertised, has been delayed. 

Sadly – after much consideration of 
alternative later dates – the always 
popular annual fundraising Curry Night 
has been cancelled for 2020.  

“We apologise in advance for the loss of 
this very fun and memorable evening of 
good food and auctioning,” Wayne said. 

Park improvements  
getting started 
Investments to improve the utility of 
Gundaroo Park, reported in recent 
editions of The Gundaroo Gazette, are 
scheduled to become reality before the 
end of 2020.  

Ron Miller, Chair of Gundaroo Park 
Land Manager Board, reports that the 
new bore for a more reliable water 
supply is expected to be sunk within 
weeks.  

He reports also that the contract has 
been awarded to construct the new 
amenities block, for which work is 
expected to begin in late July/early 
August and finish in November.  

The playground shade and solar 
system project, ‘officially announced’ at 
the Park on 27 May, is expected to be 
completed at about the same time in 
November.  

These works will cause some disruption 
to Park amenity for a few months. But, 
combined with the rejuvenation of the 
oval playing surface and the upgrading of 
the camping ground, they will result in 
better and more easily managed facilities 
at the Park for community users and 
visitors.  

Ron Miller reiterated previous 
acknowledgements of the massive and 
tireless efforts by so many in the 
Gundaroo community, and the financial 
support from Yass Valley Council and 
the NSW Government that has enabled 
these improvements to go ahead.  

Candidates visit Gundaroo 
Candidates from two of the three major 
political parties contesting the Eden-
Monaro by-election visited Gundaroo at 
the end of June.  

ALP candidate, Kristy McBain, met us at 
the Gundaroo Grocer & Post Office 
early on a very chilly Wednesday 
morning, and spoke outside with a 
small group of locals who had braved 
the icy breeze.  

Greens candidate, Cathy Griff, met and 
spoke with residents in the cold late 
afternoon shade outside the Hall on the 
following Friday.  

The Gundaroo Gazette attended both 
visits. Each rugged-up candidate 
engaged freely with the hardy 
constituents, listening intently to 
suggestions and complaints, absorbing 
information about the life and people  

of Gundaroo, and expressing their 
views while avoiding promising the 
impossible.  

 

 

 

 

When asked, 
Liberal Party 
campaign HQ 
told The 
Gundaroo 
Gazette that 
their candidate, 
Fiona Kotvojs, 

had been to Gundaroo during the 2019 
federal election, and this time had 
chosen to visit Sutton.  

Gazette readers might be pleased that 
Kristy McBain noted on her Facebook 
page that “publications like the Gazette 
are the lifeblood of small communities 
dotted around Eden-Monaro”.  

Gundaroo Community 
Website to go live in August  
The Gundaroo Community Website 
gundaroo.org will go live from August 1st. 
The site has been operating for several 
months in ‘beta’ mode as the Website 
group has been fine tuning its look and 
operation.  

In this trial mode, a number of 
community groups and businesses have 
been loaded onto the site, partly to test 
it and partly to give local businesses 
some free exposure during COVID.  

Website spokesperson, GCA 
President Moraig McKenna, says 
community groups and businesses 
will get an invitation to formally join 
the site with a choice of levels of 
exposure.  

“Community groups get free access and 
businesses will be charged an annual 
fee to participate”, Ms McKenna said. 
“An application form and schedule of 
fees is available on gundaroo.org”. 

“Feedback so far on the site has been 
very positive. If anyone has 
comments, they can submit them on 
the Contact page on gundaroo.org. 
We’d be pleased to hear from you.”  

The construction of the site has been 
funded by a community grant from 
the Yass Valley Council and by local 
donations including from McGrath 
Real Estate and Fuse Property. The 
site has been developed by 
Queanbeyan-based Throttle Media, 
assisted by Random Computing of 
Canberra.  

mailto:info@gundaroohall.org
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS
Police focusing on Safe 
Storage Inspections of 
firearms  
Senior Constable Joe Fitzgerald at 
Collector has sent The Gundaroo Gazette 
the following message for publication.  

“Police are currently conducting Safe 
Storage Inspections (SSI) for most 
people who have firearms. Police wil be 
in contact with you in due course. 
Please take the time to make sure your 
safe is up to the correct standards by 
going to the Firearms Registry website: 
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/online_
services/firearms.  

Common faults are: people don’t have 
enough dyna bolts holding the safe in 
position, [or have] incorrect dyna bolt 
sizes, and not enough locking points on 
the door of the safe. 

Additionally, you can contact me via 
email at fitzjos@police.nsw.gov.au, or 
collect a checklist from the Gundaroo 
General Store.”  

As well as having been seen recently in 
and around Gundaroo streets – 
probably more than many residents are 
used to seeing police (‘getting to know’) 
– Snr Constable Fitzgerald has offered 
to write something about himself 
(‘getting known’) as well as writing 
from time to time about police matters 
we should know about.  

Council decisions affecting 
Gundaroo 

Four resolutions of the 24 June meeting 
of Yass Valley Council relate specifically 
to Gundaroo.  

The Council’s column in Community 
Noticeboard (page 4) mentions three of 
them. In brief (item numbers match 
Council papers), Council resolved to:  
6.1  endorse the Draft Planning Proposal 

to rezone ‘Coolawin’ (northern edge 
of the village between Gundaroo Rd 
and Yass River) from RU1 Primary 
Production to R5 Large Lot 
Residential, and ask the NSW 
Minister for a Gateway 
determination; revise the Gundaroo 
Masterplan to accommodate the 
rezoning; and ask staff to report on 
the arguments for and against the 
rezoning.  

6.3 issue a Deferred Commencement 
Development Consent for 
DA190011C (part of the ‘Kyeema’ 
residential subdivision at the 
northern edge of the village); and 
remove the need for IPART 
confirmation that Council not be 
appointed as ‘retailer of last resort’.  

7.1 investigate grant funding to ‘finalise 
and construct’ the proposed 
detention basin infrastructure for 
flood mitigation in Gundaroo; and 
inform the relevant Aboriginal 
interests of the scheme. 

7.2 not implement Council-operated 
kerbside waste and recycling 
collections (as a result of the negative 
result from the resident surveys in 
Gundaroo, Sutton and Bookham). 

There has been more than a little 
community contention about these 
matters, most recently about Council’s 
reluctance to take seriously the faster 
water flows downstream of the Lute 
St/Lot St subdivision. (See The 
Gundaroo Gazette March 2020.) 

For the precise words and detail about 
these four significant resolutions, and 
to unpick some of the arcane language 
used in 6.3, readers are directed to the 
24 June Council meeting papers at: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
council/council-meetings/agendas-and-
minutes/.  

Gundaroo tip questions 
The Gundaroo Gazette continues to 
receive comments from users about 
their experiences at Gundaroo tip.  

Most users – like your editor – for the 
most part seem grateful and happy to 
have and to use the facility, and find its 
staff willing and helpful. Some complain 
about the charges and the accessibility 
of the hoppers. Other say on social 
media that they’ve simply gone 
elsewhere since the hole was closed off 
and for other reasons.  

The new window for cardboard and 
paper recycling anytime has been very 
well received, as well as the general 
tidying up and slashing and raking that 
has been done by weekend staff.  

Comments for improvement may take 
on more relevance following the 
Council’s survey of village residents 
and its consequent decision not to 
introduce a Council-provided kerbside 
collection service.  

The two most common comments to 
the Gazette in the last month are:  

• Bring back the mini skid steer, which 
is terrific for easily and safely 
compacting the hoppers as they fill.  

• If the landfill hole won’t be re-opened, 
create a new space for the hoppers to 
be parked so that they can be lower 
than a trailer or ute tray, enabling 
rubbish to be tipped in rather than 
lifted up and over (pictured).  

The Gazette will follow up these 
residents’ questions with Council.  

Gundaroo registers for Great 
Southern Nights  
The McGrath Gundaroo Music Festival 
and the Gundaroo Colonial Inn have both 
submitted an Expression of Interest (EOI) 
to be involved in Great Southern Nights.  

Great Southern Nights is a NSW 
Government initiative, in partnership 
with the Australian Recording Industry 
Association (ARIA), to support the 
recovery of the entertainment, live 
music, and hospitality industries. It will 
feature 1,000 ‘COVID-safe’ music gigs in 
Sydney and regional NSW in November.  

The GMF’s EOI is entirely separate from 
the Gundaroo Emerging Muso Battle 
(GEM), which will be conducted from 
late July till October. (See page 9.) 

Relevant news from our 
State MP 
Several announcements in June by 
Wendy Tuckerman, MP for our 
Goulburn state electorate, are 
potentially relevant to Gundaroo.  

Crown Reserves Improvement Fund  
for community, recreational and tourism 
facilities on Crown reserves.  
Announced 12 June. Closes 10 July.  
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov
.au/funding/crif 

Funds to build, renovate or extend 
community preschools 
Announced 3 July. Closes 23 August. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-
childhood-education/operating-an-early-
childhood-education-service/grants-and-
funded-programs/capital-works-grants. 

Regional Scholarships Program 
Diploma of Events Management $7,500. 
Applications close 17 July.  
www.meetinnsw.com.au/scholarships  

Health services update  
New Emergency Department at Yass 
Hospital is finished and ready for action 
(end of June).  

News Shorts  

New doctor in Gunning 

Gunning District Community and Health 
Service will welcome an extra doctor on  
17 August. Dr Sharin De Silva will join the 
medical services team to supplement the 
service currently provided by Dr Sabanthar 
Murali. Dr De Silva will be available on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Sundays.  

Road maintenance 
For readers concerned about the state of 
our local roads, here’s the latest from 
www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
council/news, as at 3 July.  

Unsealed road maintenance completed: 
Browns Lane, Noyes Lane, Back Creek 
Rd (Segment 6). 
Drainage maintenance completed: 
Yass River Rd, Back Creek Rd Segment 1.  
Noxious weeds control completed:  
Hadlow Drive, Marked Tree Rd, Yass 
River Rd, Beralston Rd, Back Creek Rd.  

 

https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/online_services/firearms
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/online_services/firearms
mailto:fitzjos@police.nsw.gov.au
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/council-meetings/agendas-and-minutes/
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/council-meetings/agendas-and-minutes/
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/council-meetings/agendas-and-minutes/
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/funding/crif
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/funding/crif
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
http://www.meetinnsw.com.au/scholarships
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news
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Planning Proposal 

A draft Planning Proposal seeking to rezone a property at 209 Sibley 
Road, Gundaroo under the Yass Valley Local Environmental Plan 
2013 from RU1 Primary Production to R5 Large Lot Residential has 
been endorsed and will be forwarded to the Minister for Planning & 
Public Spaces for a Gateway determination. A report will also come 
back to Council based on the Towns and Villages Study 2010 
outlining the arguments for and against the proposed rezoning. 

Gundaroo Detention Basin Scheme 
The adopted Flood Plain Risk Management Plans and Studies for 
Gundaroo and Sutton identified the installation of a detention basin in 
Gundaroo, and drainage network in Sutton, as high priority actions to 
reduce the risk and impact of flood damage. The concept designs 
and associated reports for these actions have been completed and 
were presented to Council for information. Council resolved to 
investigate funding options to finalise and construct the 
infrastructures at Sutton and Gundaroo. Ngambri Local Aboriginal 
Land Council and NSW Aboriginal Land Council will also be informed 
of the proposed detention basin and drainage infrastructure at 
Gundaroo due to an existing Aboriginal Land Claim. 

Kerbside Collection Survey – Gundaroo, Sutton  
and Bookham 

Council has resolved not to undertake kerbside waste and recycling 
collections in Gundaroo, Sutton and Bookham. Residents in these 
villages have been surveyed by Council and the response rate of 
46.4 per cent did not represent a majority response. As a result, the 
status quo will remain, with Bookham residents having access to 
Bookham transfer station and Gundaroo and Sutton residents having 
access to Gundaroo transfer station. 

2020/21 Operational Plan and Making of Rates 
The 2020/21 Operational Plan was adopted by Councillors. The 
Operational Plan includes Council’s detailed annual budget and 
Statement of Revenue Policy, including the proposed rates, fees and 
charges for the financial year. Council also resolved to make the 
ordinary rates for 2020/21, which increased by 2.6 per cent in line 
with the Rates Cap set for Councils in NSW. The Special Rate 
Variation has now ended. Council has recently updated its hardship 
policy in response to COVID-19, and anyone experiencing hardship 
can apply for assistance for the deferral of rates. 

Council-managed Community Halls and centres are 
now available for hire …  

… and can occupy up to 20 people, or one person per 4 square 
metres for the entire building (not each room/area). 

This includes the following 
Yass Memorial Hall (Main Hall & Kitchen annex only) 
Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds Community Hall 
Yass Community Centre 
Sutton Hall. 

To hire any of the above halls or centres, a COVID-19 Plan must be 
prepared and presented to Customer Service via email to 
Council@yass.nsw.gov.au or in person at Council’s Administration 
Building, 209 Comur Street Yass, before booking. 

A template for a COVID-19 Plan can be found on Council’s website: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/article/748  

 

 

 

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Notice of (the rescheduled) 

Annual General Meeting of Commoners 
7.30pm, Monday 13 July 2020 

St Joseph’s Church Hall, Morning St, Gundaroo 
All Commoners and Gundaroo residents welcome. 

1st Gundaroo Scouts 
1st Gundaroo Scout Group is looking forward  
to resuming face-to-face meetings at the 
Scout/Community Hall in School Term 3.  

It is a wonderful opportunity for new friends to come along and try 
scouting in our community. 

Scouts (11–14 yrs) will re-commence on Monday 20 July, 6.30–8.30pm. 
Cubs (8–11 yrs) will re-commence on Tuesday 21 July, 6.00–7.30pm.  

1st Gundaroo will follow guidance of NSW Scouts and NSW Health 
about social distancing and other requirements. Appropriate sanitising 
products will be available for use.  

Please contact me directly if you have questions. 

. Phil Gaden, Group Leader 
    0413 137 761; hamaloch@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 

Management Committee Inc 
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 12 August 2020, 7.30pm, at the Hall 

To be COVID-19 safe, please RSVP if you wish to attend, to 
info@gundaroohall.org.au by Monday 10  August. If more than 

25 members register, this will become a Zoom meeting. 

Agenda 

1. Annual reports to the open meeting 

• President’s report 
• Treasurer’s report 
• Booking Officer’s report 
• Film group subcommittee report 

2. Election of Office Bearers 

Colin Lee, Secretary/Public Officer 

 

GUNDAROO POST OFFICE 
Weekend hours for P.O. services 

(Does NOT affect Shop and Takeaway hours) 

Saturday – 9am to noon 
Sunday – CLOSED 

(Complies with Australia Post rules)  
You may still collect your mail and make cash 
withdrawals during shop hours, but shop and 

takeaway customers will be served first.  

No other Post Office services will be available 
outside these times.  

We apologise for any inconvenience this  
may cause, buÔ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅȢ 

Jess and Conny 
Gundaroo LPO 

mailto:Council@yass.nsw.gov.au
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/article/748
mailto:hamaloch@gmail.com
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
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From ‘The Desk’ 
Once again, this is a very full edition with so much 
interesting material that I have no space for the language 
bloopers and other funnies that I like to sprinkle around.  

Thank you as always to all our regular columnists, our 
Community Noticeboard contributors, our distributors, 
and our advertisers. 

Our guest feature this month is a tribute of remembrance 
to two of Gundaroo’s well-loved women now in Heaven – 
Maureen Dyce (written by two grandchildren, Kate 
Ulricht and Emma Woodland), and Jenny Thorne 
(written by Robyn Thorne). I trust you enjoy reading these 
stories as much as I enjoyed publishing them here.  

Readers might recall my reference last month to the 
closures or digital-only fate of many regional ‘papers’. 
Please indulge me quoting from the Facebook page of 
Kristy McBain, an Eden-Monaro by-election candidate. 

“This week I caught up with Alan, the editor of ‘The 
Gundaroo Gazette’. Publications like the Gazette are 
the lifeblood of small communities dotted around  
Eden-Monaro. Recently we’ve seen job losses at local 
newspapers and funding cuts to our ABC. These cuts 
make it harder for us to stay connected and keep 
informed. If I’m elected, I’ll be a strong local voice for 
our local media.”  

Until next month 
Your Editor / Custodian 

ôLate Mail õ 

Relaxed rules on sporting grounds  

Consistent with a  new Public Health Order signed on 

30 June , Yass Valley Council has remove d the limit of 

20 people per field for sporting grounds  ð subject to 

conditions. These include h aving a COVID -19 Safety 

Plan (https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid -19/industry -

guidelines/sports -recreation -and -gyms ). 

For more information, go to: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid -19/what -you -can-and -

cant -do -under -rules#community -sporting -activities  

 

Sutton Landcare ð Save the date   

Sunday, 9 August, 7.30pm, Sutton School  

Dr Bradley Opdyk e, ANU Research School of Earth Sciences  

Paleoclimatology research evidence of the varying levels 

of Lake George and its connections to Yass River 

through Gearyõs Gap.  

 

ôWe love localõ Festival 

Tallagandra Hill Winery  

A festival of music by diverse local artists .  

Weekends in  July, August and  early September . 

Bookings important. Small groups  okay .  

Gundaroo Community Association 
Annual General Meeting will be  

reconvened later this year.  
 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Gundaroo Film Society 

 2020 Program remains suspended  
until further notice.  

Subscription refunds available on request. 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00pm to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Bookings have re -opened ð with conditions  

The Hall is taking bookings at the moment, but use will 

still be limited until the 4m
2

-per -person rule is removed.  

We will use the guidelines issued by Yass Valley Council 

for the use of shire halls.  

Colin Lee  

Secretary /Public Officer  

 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Check out our new Facebook page!  

www.facebook.com/gundarooanddistricthistorical society  

If you have any historical information or events (such as 
reunions), or items of historical interest from the region,  
let us know and, if appropriate, we will be happy to post. 

Just message us through Facebook, or email at  
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com.  

RFS Southern Tablelands Zone (RTZ)  

Limited training to resume  

Bush Firefighter (BF); part of Advanced Firefighter (AF) 

Yass courses ― 22/23 August and 29/30 August 
Nominations close ― 9 and 14 July repectively 

Contact Gundaroo or Back Creek Brigades (see p 24) 
for a nomination form and more information.  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/sports-recreation-and-gyms
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/sports-recreation-and-gyms
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules#community-sporting-activities
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules#community-sporting-activities
mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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NSW Rural             c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Winter Fire Safety Checklist 

We still have two months of winter to go and more cold weather, so remember to keep being as fire-safe as possible  
in your home.  
–  Take time to test and replace batteries in smoke alarms.  
–  Clean your chimney to prevent it catching alight.  
–  Practise your Fire Escape Plan with everyone who lives in your home.  
–  Check electric blankets for frayed cords or any type of damage.  
–  Keep cleaning the lint filter on the clothes dryer after every load.  
For more valuable information, please visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au.  

Pile/Control Burns 

The Brigade would like to remind our community that the official Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) has ended, and you are not 
required to have a permit to light fires for the purpose of hazard reduction. However, you are still required to give 
notification at least 24 hours prior to your intended pile/ control burn. Follow these three easy steps to avoid unnecessary 
call-outs, and take care and remain vigilant when conducting your burn. In an Emergency Ring Triple Zero (000). 
1. Phone Yass Fire Control PH: 6226 3100 Monday to Friday during business hours.  
2. Notify Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade Captain, Michael Cliff, on 0428 494 403.  
3. Notify your surrounding neighbours. 

Incidents  

Brigade Captain, Michael Cliff, reported three incidents since last report.  
12 June – Truck fire on Federal Highway, Lake George (pictured, right) 
19 June – MVA on Shingle Hill Way/Federal Highway 
21 June – MVA on Federal Highway, Lake George 

Donations 

A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible. Pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer. Please 
include your name and address for receipt. Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade  BSB: 032746 Account No: 015969 
Contact Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au. 

GRFB Resuming Training  

Training is set to resume, and will be held on the last Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7pm sharp at the Fire Station 
in Cork Street behind the Literary Institute. Our first scheduled training date is on Wednesday 29 July. Warm clothing is 
recommended, full PPE, and stay away if you are suffering any symptoms of sickness. Training will be conducted following 
COVID Safe practices and guidelines.  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

  

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and 
parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
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Gundaroo School News    

 

 
 

Well, what a semester it has been! We’re now at the 
tail-end of Semester One and I am sure everyone is 
looking forward to a break. While many restrictions still 
remain in place for NSW and ACT, I am sure the children 
and parents (and teachers!) are looking forward to two 
weeks off school, where for the first time in over six 
months, we are not shrouded in smoke or locked away 
in our homes. 

It has been a semester like no other, but we are 
looking forward to things slowly returning to normal in 
Semester 2, with some events able to resume 
(assemblies, sports carnivals), and face-to-face learning 
continuing. A big thank you to the parents and 

community for your support over the last six months 
and for continuing to be flexible and vigilant as we 
navigate our way through the pandemic.  

In the meantime, if you or anyone you know have 
children planning to start school at Gundaroo in 2021, 
please get in touch with Liz or Jenna in the Office  
(6236 8115 or gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au ). 
We are now taking names for enrolment and beginning 
our planning for the coming year. 

Enjoy the winter break, and we look forward to sharing 
more of what we’re up to in the coming months. 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 

 

mailto:gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 
  

Commemorative planting to go-ahead 
Gundaroo Community Association has accepted a Yass Valley 
Council Community Grant towards planting a commemorative 
avenue of trees at the southern entrance to the village. The 
intention is to plant 20 Pin Oaks (Quercus palustris) on each 
side of the road between the bridge and Back Creek Road.  

Commemorative plantings are not a new concept. The 
Avenues of Honour 1915–2015 Project is a national initiative 
of TREENET, a not-for-profit national urban tree research and 
education organisation based at the University of Adelaide. It 
was designed to document, preserve and re-instate original 
Avenues of Honour and establish new Avenues of Honour, 
leading up to the Centenary of World War I and through to 
November 11  2018. Through this initiative and the work of 
the Australian Garden History Society, there are now 568 
known commemorative plantings in Australia.  

The earliest of these were created in response to Australia’s 
participation in the Boer War. However, the majority were 
established during and after World War I, to a lesser extent 
after World War II, and more recently to honour the men and 
women who served in Vietnam, Korea, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

These arboreal 
commemorative plantings, 
– formal avenues, groves, 
groups, scattered and 
single trees – have become 
an enduring form of public 
commemoration of 
military service in 
Australia. You may be 
familiar with the King 
George V Commemorative 
Poplar Avenue on the 

Kings Highway at Braidwood (pictured). To locate examples 
throughout Australia visit www.avenuesofhonour.org 

Encouraged by adjoining land owners, by those involved in the 
discussions and concept work during the Yass Valley Council 
Main Street Beautification Consultation, and by Yass Valley 
Council staff, we have received Council support. We would 
particularly like to thank the Gundaroo Community 
Association, and Peter Harvey, Yass Valley Council’s Manager 
of Recreational Assets, for their assistance and support.  

Historically, commemorative plantings have been planted by 
locals (families) to commemorate an individual (family 
member) or a specific theatre of war. But the Gundaroo 
planting will represent all those from our community who 
have served, those currently in active service, and those who 
will serve in the future, representing our village and Australia.  

Insurance conditions mean that the trees must be planted by 
professional landscapers. But we look forward to having an 
opening to which all will be invited. 

The estimated cost is $4,500. So far we’ve raised $3,700, 
thanks to a $1,500 ANZAC Community Grant plus the 
$2,200 Yass Valley Council grant. A number of people have 
said they want to support the project financially, which 
would raise the final $800 – about $20 per tree.  

If you would like to contribute to the Gundaroo 
Commemorative Planting, please make a direct deposit into 
the Gundaroo Community Association account: 
     BSB 062 902, Account No. 0090 3486. 
     Include your name and 'trees' as a reference. 

2020 has been a strange year, but we’re hopeful we can get 
this project in the ground. We thank you for your support. 

Gundaroo Memorials Sub Committee 

 

FESTIVAL CORNER 

 

The Gundaroo Music Festival might be a little different 
this year.  

But one thing is still the same. And that is the support 
we have had since the very first year from Chris Dixon at 
McGrath. Chris, Virginia and the kids have been huge 
supporters of our festival every single year as a major 
sponsor, and are always giving back to our community in 
whatever way they can. 

That’s why we are 
thrilled that McGrath 
have this year 
decided to take on 
the naming rights as 
our Platinum sponsor.  

We’ve had an excellent and long-standing relationship 
with Goulburn Toyota. They have turned up every year – 
and have proudly got behind the GMF, with more than 
$150,000 raised for those living with Motor Neurone 
Disease in our region. This year is tough for everyone, 
and Goulburn Toyota have decided to bid farewell to the 
naming rights. We sincerely thank David Albrighton and 
the whole Goulburn Toyota team for their support over 
the years. 

So we now have a new name – the McGrath Gundaroo 
Music Festival. We are very excited to get on with 
planning a scaled-down version of what we do every 
year. And as restrictions ease, we remain hopeful that 
we will be here in the village with great live music in 

some format on  
24 October 2020. 

In the meantime, we 
have launched the 
Gundaroo Emerging 
Muso (GEM) Battle, 
and with entries 
closing on 19 July, and 
our first heat set down 
at the Gundaroo 
Colonial Inn for 25 
July. We can’t wait to 
see all the talent 
Gundaroo, Canberra 
and our broader 
region have to bring to 
our village.  

Head to our website, www.gundaroomusicfestival.com.au, 
for all the details on how to submit your audition. And of 
course, stay tuned for more news on GMF 2020! 

Festival Organising Committee 

 

http://www.avenuesofhonour.org/
http://www.gundaroomusicfestival.com.au/
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On our farms 
An irregular column about primary production 

 

Better farm yields with 
Canberra’s green waste? (Part 1) 
By Cate Thomas 

Many readers know about the benefits of compost in soil. It 
improves water infiltration, reduces compaction, and 
increases the soil’s capacity to absorb carbon and store water. 
So it should not surprise you that The Land newspaper has 
increasingly been covering the topic of using compost on 
larger-scale agricultural enterprises.  

Broadacre trials 

Back in 2017, The Land reported on a farmer, Stephen Leisk, 
from a property north-west of Molong, NSW, who was in the 
middle of an eight-year composting program on his grazing 
property. In 100 years, the poor granite country had never 
made any money for any of its 10 owners. Stephen had added 
synthetic fertilizer to no avail. But in the six years since adding 
compost mixed with lime, the carbon in his soil has gone from 
marginal to optimal. There have been similar results with 
chloride, calcium, and trace elements. Soil moisture has gone 
from non-existent to optimal.  

Similar stories abound from New England and the Monaro – 
not just for improving soil, but also for controlling 
troublesome weeds. In 2016, a trial was started in the Monaro 
– assisted by the NSW Environmental Protection Agency – 
with the idea of eventually minimising the impact of African 
lovegrass on 80,000 hectares of agricultural land. A new 
company, Australian Soil Management (ASM), listened to 
several farmers who had observed that African lovegrass did 
not grow around their compost heaps.  

So farmers and ASM started experimenting, with promising 
results after 12 months of trials. While African lovegrass was 
still there, it had been outcompeted by desired grass species, 
some of which had not been seen in the area for a long time. 
For more information on this, see: 
www.aginnovators.org.au/news/feeding-farmland-compost-
boost-productivity-and-profit ; or, YouTube EPA site ‘Compost 
new weapon in farmers’ war on weeds’. 

   An Organic Farming Systems (OFS) compost-spreading trial 

One small Gundaroo farm 

On a much smaller scale, here in Gundaroo, I have been 
learning about composting and the improvements it makes to 
depleted soils. Over the past 15 months, I have been 
collecting compostable kitchen waste from a café in Canberra.  

 

At first it was just a 10-litre 
bucket every other day 
(pictured), which I was thrilled 
to add to my run-of-the-mill 
home compost. However, this 
amount gradually built up to 
two 20-litre buckets, six days 
a week. That’s 240 kilograms 

a week, almost a tonne a month. I was thrilled that we were 
able to start making larger amounts of compost – although at 
times things got out of control as we filled a cubic-metre-sized 
compost bin every two or three weeks!  

As we’ve scaled up, the effort of 
collecting the ‘browns’ that you 
must mix with the wet kitchen 
scraps, and of endlessly turning 
the mixture, has been taxing. Add 
to that a very dry 2019 winter 
and summer and the subsequent 
need to spray water as you 
turned the mix, and I have 
sometimes lamented ever 
starting this ‘hobby’. But the 
result is worth it.  
                             Halfway there  ˃ 

I researched compost-turning 
machines, but at $30,000 or thereabouts, I knew that we 
would have to scale up enormously to ever make it viable.  

But scaling up could still be possible, given our proximity to a 
city with endless amounts of green waste, and in spite of there 
already being several companies contracted to use Canberra’s 
kerbside green waste or to pick up from larger food 
enterprises (such as the Parliament House catering and cafes).  

I did a quick ‘survey’ of three of our favourite coffee shops, and 
worked out that I could collect 50 kilograms a day of just coffee 
grounds, let alone the food waste from the same places.  

Not having really wanted to 
go into this in a huge way, I 
nevertheless found out more 
recently (knowing nothing 
about farm machinery) that 
with a little scaling-up, I 
could justify buying a 
second-hand tractor with a 
front loader, or something 
similar, and it would help me 
to move compost materials 
around and do the regular 
turning that is needed.  

I’m planning to do just this, 
and will start my own trials 
of broadcasting our compost 
over one or two of our 
paddocks in the next year.           (Michael Leunig Appreciation Group)  

Watch this space! 

 

http://www.aginnovators.org.au/news/feeding-farmland-compost-boost-productivity-and-profit
http://www.aginnovators.org.au/news/feeding-farmland-compost-boost-productivity-and-profit
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

We’re incredibly happy to be back in action and OPEN for wine 
tastings, with lunch supplied by ‘Grazing’ from 12 to 2pm. 

We have a decreased capacity due to the current restrictions, so 
we ask you to book, especially for parties larger than two.  

Call the cellar door on 02 6236 8276 or send us an email. 

Cellar Door Product Focus 

Tamar Valley Truffled Oil – This lovely olive oil enhances the 
spectacular and decadent flavour of black truffles, and is a staff 

favourite. It pairs beautifully with pane di casa bread and, of 
course, is a must have with dukkah. Available in a 250ml bottle. 

2019 Indomitus Rosa – High quality Nebbiolo fruit from the 
Freeman vineyards in the Hilltops region. This wine can be 

characterised as dry and crisp, with flavours of musk and rose 
petals, making it perfect for those wanting to explore a wine with a 

slightly different flavour composition to your quintessential rosé. 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 The Pub is OPEN  
 *  *  *  *  *  * 
TuesdayɲSunday 

afternoons and evenings  
variable hours ( see page 23 ) 

Limited table seating only. Bookings advised.  
Sign- in and out required. Social distancing 
and hygiene rules still apply. No mingling.  

(Much extra work is needed to meet our legal 
and health obligations. We appreciate your 
patience, cooperation and ongoing support.)  

GEM Battle and more live music 
coming soon if restrictions allow.  

 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ð Fridays  
Tickets available at the Pub or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

*Watch Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn regularly 
for any changes and new services.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au

You say Syrah, I say Shiraz 
This story is about wine and its labels. I hope you find it 
both interesting and useful. 
The Scottish-born gardener James Busby was returning 
to Sydney from a foraging trip in Europe that included 
the collecting of hundreds of wine-grapevine cuttings. 
Spain first and then France, where he visited Montpellier 
and the Luxemburg Gardens in Paris where he acquired 
many cuttings. In the autumn of 1831, he visited the 
delightful town of Tain-l’Hermitage on the eastern bank 
of the Rhone River, these days adjacent to an ominous 
looking nuclear power plant.  
The vineyards of Hermitage rise steeply behind Tain, 
and it is amongst these terraced vines that Busby 
performed his greatest service to the future wine 
industry of Australia. The cuttings Busby took from this 
vineyard were designated Hermitage or Black 
Hermitage, in the French tradition.  
The actual name of the grape variety is Syrah, or in 
Busby’s notes, Scyras. This is the grape that made 
Australian wine internationally famous in the twentieth 
century – the wine grape we call Shiraz. 
How Shiraz got its name is still uncertain. It could have 
been poor labelling of the specimens. Many thought it 
was because the original vines came from the Persian 
city of Shiraz, which historically did (and does) grow 
grapes and make wine. In fact until recent times it was 
assumed that all grapevines were brought to Europe 
from the Middle East, from as long ago as 600BC. At 
USC Davis in California, using their innovative plant 
DNA technology, horticulturalists have now established 
that Syrah is a native of the Auvergne-Rhone-Alps, its 
parents being Mondeuse blanche (mother) and Dureza 
(father), both French natives. Ironically this 
relationship makes another famous wine grape, Pinot 
Noir, a great-uncle to our Shiraz! 
Whether the label on your wine bottle says SYRAH or 
SHIRAZ, you can now be certain it is made from the 
same grape. 
Shiraz is by far the most popular wine grape grown and 
produced in Australia. In the 2018 Vintage, we harvested 
364,000 tonnes worth $300 million. The success of our 
Shiraz wine, mostly from the 1960s onwards, has led to 
the plantings of ‘Australian Shiraz’ throughout the New 
World wine countries. Shiraz grape vines can be 
cultivated in a wide range of Australian climate and soil 
types, resulting in many exciting style variations in the 
wines made from them. For instance, compare the 
Shiraz produced from the warmer Hunter Valley 
vineyards to the cooler Canberra District wines – both 
excellent Shiraz-producing regions. 
Shiraz is our most exported wine, with a strong following 
in the UK. A recent news story claimed that some French 
winemakers were attempting to label their Syrah wines 
as Shiraz in order to increase sales to that market! 
With such a powerful market force in the name 
SHIRAZ, you may wonder why some local producers 
are choosing to use the name SYRAH on their labels. 
Some say it is to indicate a wine style that is more 
French. Others say that it creates market 
differentiation. To confuse the situation further, New 
Zealand winemakers, discovering that climate change 
warming is making it easier for them to grow quality 
Shiraz grapes, are now adopting SYRAH for their labels 
destined for the Australian market. 

 
I’ve been cooking with Shiraz this past month, and offer 
up this recipe for a savoury muffin, which I think is a real 
winner. It is adapted from a recipe by Fiona Beckett, an 
American wine writer. Fortunately, you can use either 
SHIRAZ or SYRAH, whichever you have to hand. 

Bon apetit! 

˂  Essential 
ingredients 
… 

 
… and the 
important 
cheese   ˃ 

 
 

 
 
 

Enjoy a delicious 
savoury muffin! 

 

Shiraz, Pecan, Onion and Blue Cheese Muffins 
125g pecan nuts (you could substitute walnuts) 
1 tbs olive oil 
150g salt-free butter 
500g finely sliced red onions (or eschalots) 
2 tbs sugar 
100mls full-bodied Shiraz 
300g plain flour 
1 tbs baking powder 
½ tea-spoon salt 
3 tbs natural yoghurt 
125mls full cream milk 
3 eggs lightly beaten 
50g grated Parmesan cheese 
150g firm blue cheese, crumbled 

1. Cook the nuts in a dry pan for a few minutes, shaking 
occasionally until lightly toasted. Set aside, cool and chop. 

2. Heat the oil in a large saucepan, add 25g butter and cook 
the onions, partly covered over a low heat for 30–40 mins until 
soft. Add sugar, cook for a few minutes and add the Shiraz and 
cook until almost evaporated. 

3. Sift flour, baking powder and salt into a large bowl and make 
a well in the centre.  

4. Add enough milk to the yoghurt to make 125mls liquid. 

5. Melt the remaining butter and pour into the flour bowl along 
with eggs, yoghurt mix and Parmesan cheese. Mix with a large 
spoon and fold in the onions, most of the chopped pecans and 
the blue cheese. Spoon the batter into a muffin pan and 
sprinkle with the remaining blue cheese and nuts. 

6. Bake in a pre-heated oven (190 deg) for about 25–30 mins or 
until fully risen and nicely browned. Leave in the pan for 5 mins, 
then transfer to a wire rack for cooling. Makes 12 muffins.  
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Remembering two Gundaroo women 

 

Maureen Dyce (Mrs D)  
A Tribute: 25 years gone  

but never forgotten 

By Kate Ulrick and Emma Woodland 

Maureen Fay Dyce   06/05/1944 – 25/06/1995  

Born Maureen Fay Bateup in Gunning on 6 May 1944 to 
Stan and Rita Bateup of ‘Oakley’, Mount Dixon.  

Maureen married Peter Dyce, a farmer in Gundaroo, in 
1964 and lived at Peter’s family property ‘Tillygreig’ 
where the family still remains to this day. 

Maureen and Peter had three daughters – Narelle, Lesley 
and Kim – and went on to be grandparents to 10 
grandchildren and so far, seven great grandchildren.  

But these weren’t the only kids to call Maureen ‘Nan’, 
as there were many other children in the village who 
referred to her as Nan or Auntie Maureen.  

Maureen (Mrs D) was a teacher at the Gundaroo 
Public School for more than 30 years, teaching sewing 
classes. The children’s love and respect for Mrs D was 
evident when the school turned out in an honour guard 
lining the route of the cortege for her funeral. The 
same respect was shown by more than 100 members 
of the bushfire brigades in and around Gundaroo, who 
also formed a guard of honour as the procession left 
the church. 

Maureen also played a major part in the Gundaroo Fire 
Brigade through her years and always made sure the fire 
fighters were well fed, as well as maintaining the fire  

radio as ‘Roo 1’ and supporting Peter in his role as 
brigade captain.  

The regard in which Maureen was held throughout 
our village was massive and was put into perspective 
at her funeral, when more than 450 people attended. 
In a small village it’s not uncommon for everyone to 
know each other, but it is rare for one person to have 
touched all in the community with compassion and 
care and without prejudice. 

In 1995/1996, the children at the school decided they 
wanted to do something special to pay respect to Mrs D. 
Together with a parent committee and an old-school-
style working bee, the children planned and helped to 
build a garden in her memory – a quiet, peaceful place 
where students could go at their own leisure.  

The garden 
featured a gazebo, 
flower beds, stone 
benches, wind 
chimes, a bird 
bath, and a time 
capsule that 
students were 
able to contribute 
items to. A 
ceremony was 
held in 1996 at 
Gundaroo Public School in her memory and the 
garden was officially opened after a small service and 
the cutting of ribbons by Emma and Kate Finn, pupils 
of the school but also Maureen’s eldest grandchildren.  

This year we mark 25 years since Maureen’s passing. In 
a timely encounter with the eldest of her now great 
grandchildren (Jack and Riley Woodland) going 
through the school, the school has been awarded a grant 
to revamp the garden to provide a fresh new space for 
students to enjoy and love.  

The students will have an opportunity to create a space 
that includes planting natives to introduce local wildlife, 
planting edible plants that can later be used in the new 
school kitchen area and repairing the gazebo. Further to 
this, a new plaque will be added to the garden to 
recognise Mrs D’s 25-year commemoration.  

        The plaque reads ‘Mrs D’s Garden’.  
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who touched the hearts of Gundaroo

Jenny Thorne 
3 December 1943 – 1 April 2020 

A Special Tribute by Robyn Thorne 

Jenny and I moved to Gundaroo from Sydney in January 
1975, part of an earlier generation of tree changers. The 
first six years following our marriage in 1970 had been 
spent restoring a little 1865 sandstone cottage in 
Gladesville.  

But the lure of country living brought us to Gundaroo, 
where we found the perfect building for our new venture, 
a handcraft gallery, in the Gundaroo Store. Jenny and her 
mum Ruth were both keen potters and were able to use 
their contacts to 
obtain unique stock 
for what was to 
become the Gundaroo 
Store Gallery.  

Jenny was insistent 
that each item stocked 
was not only 
Australian-made but 
could be labelled with 
the name of the 
craftsman who made it. This was very important to her. It 
wasn’t long before we also began serving Devonshire 
teas, as there were no other refreshments available in the 
village in those days.  

The next chapter was the establishment of our annual 
craft festival. Each year around November, craftsman 
would travel from all over Eastern Australia to 
demonstrate their craft and sell their wares. Potters, 
leatherworkers, weavers, wood turners, glass blowers, 
blacksmiths and even bread makers were part of these 
events. Towards the end of a 10-year run, a chance 
meeting with a blacksmith led to the staging of the 
annual Battle of Gundaroo.  

This was an animated clash 
of medieval society players 
from Sydney, Melbourne 
and Canberra, fighting to 
the ‘death’ on the river flats 
below the Store. A 
Saturday night dinner 
would be held in the 
Gundaroo Soldiers 
Memorial Hall, with 
warriors carving chunks 

from the spit roast lamb, round loaves of bread and 
cheese – using their weapons.  

The craft festivals attracted crowds of three to four 
thousand people on a single weekend and put our  
business and Gundaroo on the map for the next 12 
months. Unfortunately these events couldn’t continue, 
as Jenny was diagnosed with breast cancer, which she 
successfully fought three times over a number of years. 

Jenny and I had other successful ventures in the Store, 
including the bush-style restaurant called The Bush Spit. 
Each Sunday we would spit roast a lamb and several 
chickens, served with baked vegetables and Jenny’s 
legendary apple crumble. Our three-course meal would 
begin with her famous soup and damper (she was an  

 

awesome soup maker), then roast lamb or chicken, and 
dessert – all for sixteen dollars. We even catered for a 
few wedding receptions.  

Another of Jenny’s favourite activities was the annual 
carol night at Christmas. Song sheets would be printed 
and refreshments provided, often a spit roast. These were 
popular community events for a number of years. 

We always wanted to build our own house, as we were 
living in the cottage attached to the Store with our two 
children, David and Sarah. In 1982, while on holiday in 
Noosa, we drafted plans for our future home in the wet 
sand at the beach. We ended up building in mudbrick 
almost exactly what we designed that day, constructing it 
together over nine years.  

The house overlooks the river and is situated at the 
bottom of the block below Sally Paskins’.  

Jenny loved the house so much she entered it in a 
competition run by Home Beautiful magazine, where it 
won a major prize.  

Jenny had taught primary school in the East End of 
London and in Sydney, so she continued to teach in 
Queanbeyan and Gundaroo. This was a profession she 
adored, and it was very handy to fill income gaps while 
we were establishing our business or building the house. 
She is well-loved and remembered, particularly by past 
students of Gundaroo School. 

Jenny’s other great 
love was Sally 
Paskins’ Store, which 
she ran as an old-
fashioned shop selling 
boiled sweets and old 
wares. Among the 
items she sold were 
Paddington chocolates, 
to which our 
draughthorse Charlie 
Clodhopper was very 
partial. Our customers 

used to let us know when he found his way in the back 
door while no one was looking.  

Jenny lived in Gundaroo for more than 40 years and 
loved the village. She was passionate about its past, and 
produced a small booklet outlining the history of old 
main-street buildings. 

Jenny detested bureaucracy and looked back with 
nostalgia to simpler days when we first arrived and we 
could set up a business or build a house without undue 
interference. She was a lively character and much loved. 

Jenny moved to Melbourne a few 
years ago to be close to family. 
Sadly, side effects of her cancer 
treatment resulted in greatly 
impaired mobility, which affected 
her health. However, she was still 
able to enjoy her four grandchildren, 
especially babysitting Raphy 
(pictured), now four.  

Jenny’s passing, in April this year, 
was sudden and totally unexpected. 
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with 
enjoyable and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about things natural 

By Sue McIntyre 
 

Déjà vu? 

During the previous years of drought (2017–19), I have 
frequently and fondly recalled the amazing spring of 2016. 
Would we ever see anything like it again in our drying 
climate?  

My nostalgia is mainly directed at the wildflower displays 
that amazed so many people that season. That was the year 
I learned that what is good for wildflowers (rain) is also 
good for weeds. It seems pretty obvious when stated so 
plainly, but it was not at the time. The wet winter brought 
on annual weeds in droves. The very wet spring gave a 
boost to the native ground-layer plants. 

There has been an absence of floral displays approaching 
this in the last three years. Creamy Candles (Stackhousia 
monogyna) and Hoary Sunray (Leucochrysum albicans) in 
full flight in October 2016. 

Well, so far for 2020, we've got the weeds. I am not alone in 
noting the huge numbers of Capeweed, thistles and other 
winter-growers that have benefited from the rain. Which is 
rather annoying, as we had considered Capeweed and 
thistles in particular to have more or less disappeared from 
Gang Gang. Unfortunately, this is the reality of weeds that 
have long-lived seed banks. 

But I am less convinced that among the native species we 
will see the same resilience that the weeds are showing.  
The kangaroos are hungry and the sward is still quite short 
at Gang Gang. The Wallaby Grasses have become very 
depleted in our grasslands in the last decade. I am not sure 
why – no livestock grazing possibly; more summer rainfall 
giving Kangaroo Grass an edge?  Wallaby Grasses are active 
in the cool season and are important contributors to winter 
green feed in native pastures.   

Very short grass cover is not all bad when it comes to plant 
diversity.  Some very small species such as Early Nancies are 
already responding to the season in large numbers.  I'd love 
to take advantage of the good rainfall and bare areas to sow 
seeds of the local wildflowers and increase their range over 
the property.  But there has been a nearly total failure in 
seed production on Gang Gang in the last three years and 
there is nothing to sow. 

The year in which the hills were clothed thickly with dense 
green grass and the Yass River regularly nudged cars off 
Booth's Crossing - 2016. 

Which raises the question: even if the generous falls of rain 
continue as forecast, can this season be a repeat of 2016?  
Nature sends us such mixed messages, and the messages it 
does send are blurred by the many variables that influence 
its expression – such as rainfall … and temperature … as well 
as what happened last year, and the year before. 

We are starting to hear some good news stories of 
recoveries of species after the bushfires – of lyrebirds 
that literally sat out the fires in dams, of orchids rising 
from the ashes. But biologists struggle to differentiate 
fluctuating fortunes from an overall decline when the 
seasonal conditions are so variable.  Overlay that with an 
imprecise trajectory of a warming, drying climate, and it 
is difficult to talk of an average or typical season with any 
confidence. 

If we are heading for greater variation in rainfall, with big 
swings between wet and dry years along the lines of our 
recent experience, it is going to be a roller coaster ride for 
us, and nature.  Perhaps all the beautiful plants that thrived 
and flowered in 2016 will turn up again in 2020.  This would 
certainly make me happy, but it would not make me 
complacent. 

I am not alone in eyeing off the vegetation that occurs on 
the western slopes and plains of New South Wales.  It gives 
us a glimpse of what might survive a future tablelands 
climate.  And there are some very handsome trees and 
shrubs that would enhance any garden.  But changing the 
planting choices in gardens is not the main game.  We are 
witnessing the transition of an entire landscape from sub-
humid vegetation to a semi-arid one.  Do we just let the 
currently circulating weeds haphazardly replace the failing 
local species or do we try and manage it? 

There is much to think about, and all of it is going to be new. 

Sue McIntyre  
July 2020 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com 

 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Earthworms in your garden 

You want earthworms in your garden. They are a 
critical sign that all is well and that you are on the right 
track to gaining and maintaining good soil health. 

When you move into a new garden or you are starting 
a new garden (or checking out your existing garden), it 
is always worth digging a shovel in as deep as you can 
go, turning the soil over and having a look at how 
many worms are in the shovel clod. This is a simple 
guide to what you need to do next. 

Worms are like ‘canaries’ for monitoring soil health. 

Why?  
Why are earthworms so beneficial to your garden? 

Earthworms improve your soil by creating tunnels and 
loosening the soil, providing pathways for air and 
water to penetrate. Increasing porosity can also 
improve soil drainage, reducing pooling and soil 
erosion on the surface. Tunnels also provide channels 
for root growth. 

They accelerate the decomposition process and mix 
soil for more benefits. By breaking apart organic 
matter, earthworms loosen the soil and increase its 
water holding capacity. 

Worms eat everything in their path – decaying matter, 
bacteria, fungi and other soil bugs that can cause a 
host of problems in your garden. 

Worm poo (castings, but also known as vermicast) are 
one of the best soil conditioners and fertilisers 
available to soil. It is believed that worms can turn 
over the top 20cm of soil within 10 years. 

A natural abundance of earthworms in your garden 
indicates the overall health of your soil. 

What shall I do? 
A lot of gardens I visit have few to no worms, so if 
your garden is the same, do not despair. There are 
several ways you can attract more of them into your 
garden. 

1. Keep pesticides and herbicides to a minimum. 
Obviously this is a no brainer; over-use of 
chemicals will cause all manner of problems in 
your garden. 

2. Create a hospitable environment. Earthworms 
are fairly low-maintenance once established. 
They prefer a cool, dark and moist spot to live, 
with plenty of organic matter to consume. 
Mulching your garden will help retain moisture 
that both earthworms and your plants will thrive 
in. Providing lots of compost and organic matter 
to your soil will keep them fed. I always add aged 
manure and or compost to every plant that goes 
into the ground. 

3. Leaving your soil undisturbed is beneficial. 
Conventional gardening methods involve digging 
the ground to work in compost and manure to 
existing soil. However, this can disturb and 
damage the existing life in the soil. Unless your 
soil is really rocky, heavy clay, or starved of 
nutrients, I suggest you try layering the compost 
and manure on top, then mulch last. 

4. I have read articles about buying worms for your 
garden, but I’m not so sure about this. If you’re 
creating the perfect environment for worms, 
they always move in on their own. If you 
introduce worms before your garden is ready, 
they will most likely die. Dont forget to check the 
pH – either too acidic or too alkaline can deter 
earthworms as well. 

If all you do is increase the organic matter in your soil 
with well-composted manure, you are just about 
guaranteed to increase the worm life in your garden, 
and by doing so you will improve the health and 
growth of your plants. 

Lisa Walmsley 
July 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com
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Wildcare 
by Phil Machin and Merran Laver 

Kangaroos in the fenceline 

Kangaroos often come in for a bad wrap, but as the 
years go by, their numbers are falling and in some 
areas they have been wiped out.  

Annually, Wildcare deals with thousands of calls for 
help, around half of which relate to kangaroos. In the 
18 months to December 2019, there were 3,460 calls 
for kangaroos. Many of these were for kangaroos 
involved in motor vehicle accidents (1,918), but a 
substantial number (233) were for kangaroos found 
caught in wire fences. 

‘Fence hangers’ are kangaroos that haven’t seen or have 
misjudged the wire strands of a fence and have become 
caught by one or both legs. We used to think that these 
animals should be euthanised, because of the difficulty 
in extracting the animal. However, Wildcare has built up 
the capability to safely extract and rescue these animals 
using experienced volunteers, devices to lever wires 
apart, and treatments to calm the animal and then 
provide first aid.  

A typical ‘fence-hanger’ 

Members of the public are advised to not attempt to 
remove a fence-hanger themselves. It can be 
dangerous without the knowledge of an animal’s 
behaviour and how to handle it. It is better to stand 
back to prevent further distress and then contact 
Wildcare for advice.  

Fence injuries can range from none, with animals 
released immediately, to severe cuts or wrenched and 
broken legs. If the animal is caught for too long, it will 
become dehydrated and malnourished. A small 
kangaroo held off the ground by both legs is better off 
than a large animal held by one leg. In the latter 
situation, the kangaroo may well break its leg or 
dislocate a hip in its attempt to free itself.  

It is not uncommon to come across joeys caught up in  
ring-lock fencing. The mother hops over and the 
youngster attempts to squeeze through at the 
bottom. In these incidents it may be necessary to snip 
the wire (to be repaired later) to release the animal. 
Again, please call Wildcare for help and to avoid 
causing the animal more distress.  

If a kangaroo is injured in fencing, it can often be 
brought into care, rather than letting it go with an 
injury that could impede its mobility and possibly 
become infected. In the 18 months to the end of 
2019, over a third (39%) of fence-hangers were 
brought into care. 

Barbed wire is a danger both to stock animals and to 
native wildlife. A fence-hanger caught up in barbed 
wire will obviously have more severe injuries. Barbed 
wire also injures and captures birds and bats. Many 
landowners are removing barbed wire and choosing 
to use other fence designs to contain stock animals. 

If you need help with wildlife issues, please call 
Wildcare 6299 1966. 

Phil Machin and Merran Laver 
0407 383 704 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

V Experienced pet sitters 

V In business since 2016 

V Reasonable rates 

V Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

V Experienced babysitters 

V Reasonable rates 

V Available most evenings and weekends 

V Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Top five funnies of the decade 
In another in this short-run series about Goats cricket, I'm 
going to look at the lighter side of the game.  

Although cricket is known as a team sport, it's primarily a 
very individual game. In a 40-over match,  there will be close 
to 500 individual contests between bat and ball – great fun 
for participants in those particular battles, but often tedious 
for the other 20 folk on the field.  

If you’re an opening batsmen out for a second-ball duck, and 
whose poisonous dwarf of a captain can’t see the genius and 
subtle differences between your slow straight ball and your 
extremely slow but slightly wider ball (meaning no bowling 
for you, ever), you have 490 balls of sitting around and 
either watching, umpiring or fielding. On a burning hot 
Saturday afternoon on a country ground with no grass, this 
can be less than fun.  

This is where humour comes in. Humour and mateship in the 
team are the things that keep me, and I assume plenty of 
others, coming back week after week, year after year.  

So with that in mind, here are my top five funny bits in the last 
decade – a mixture of off-field and on-field shenanigans. For 
most of them you had to be there. But we're happy to tell the 
stories (ad nauseum). Just come down for a training session 
when we start up in October and you'll be hooked, too. 

#5 – Dunlop’s Ditch 
A hot summer day, five overs till drinks, fielding at long-on, 
well away from the bathrooms, and you decide you gotta go. 
What would you do?  Most people would hang on but not  
Eric D (actually, that’s too obvious, let’s make it E Dunlop) – he 
decides to drop trousers and relieve himself in a little patch of 
the oval while play went on around him. Funny – but maybe 
not for the reasons you’d think.  

#4 – Dropped catches 
Whether it’s missing a high ball and having the ball smash 
your nose open, or dropping a sitter off an annoying 
bowler, dropped catches can often be very funny. Even 
funnier are the excuses. Top of the class for this is ‘the sun 
shone off the bat sticker and blinded me’. You know who 
you were. No names needed. 

#3 – Butler Service 
Andy Skrtic became Team Butler for the 
night at the Yass District Presentation 
Night. Impeccable in a white tux, Skrtic 
served drinks for the table all night, 
made exceptional merriment, and was a 
cause of jealousy for all other teams. 

#2 – The important thing is  
         that I’m OK 
A borrowed car, some bollards, a late 
evening, some slight over-confidence.  
The greatest low-speed car crash in 
history. The important thing is that  
nobody got hurt.  

#1 – Tantrums 
Mitch Callagher seems to take out quite 
a few of these #1 spots. It’s performance 
art now – but standing in the corner of the dressing 
room when Mitch is dismissed is a highly entertaining 
exercise. Will it be the bat, the gloves, both gloves, the 
pads, the entire bag tipped upside down? We never 
know and that’s what makes it so exciting and so funny. 

Sean Egan 
President 

Gundaroo Goats CC 

 

Bullocks back on the field?  
The 2020 season looks like going ahead, albeit 
in a shortened format. Capital Football has 
offered clubs reduced fees for a shortened 
season with easing of COVID-19 restrictions.  

The boys will begin training again in the very near future 
upon approval of our action plan to ensure stringent safety 
measures are adhered to in this current climate. The club 
committee has done some great work behind the scenes 
developing a COVID-19 return-to-play guideline that is 
mandatory for all teams playing in the Canberra league. 

ACT Sportsground have cancelled winter hire fees on 
sportsgrounds, which is a major saving for the Bullocks. The 
structure of the season is yet to be announced and we’re 
unsure if we’ll be playing home games this season. All going 
well, we’ll soon have some news about how the season 
looks and where games will be held. 

The Bullocks have a strong team registered to date, and we 
look forward to being competitive again, and maybe 
bringing the cup home to Gundaroo! 

Greg Garrett 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 
E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

  

Sutton Mobile 
Stockfeeds  
0ÛÛÚáÑâÌ 6ÐÌ "ÈÔÌß 
Èâ 5äââÚØ 
Saturdays 

7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays 

3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

mailto:nick@njdrew.net
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm9pm  

MondayThursday 
9am6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 
Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of June. They will most likely change again 
during the month, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. 
The contact details remain as listed – for Eateries and for Churches.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great familyfriendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the two advertisements on page 10.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (No standing or mingling) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday 4.00–7.00pm 
Wednesday 4.00–9.30pm 
Thursday 4.00–10.00pm 
Friday  4.00–late 
Saturday 12.00–late 
Sunday  12.00–10.00pm 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advised, via phone or email. (See ad, page 10.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking essential – 0434 041 915 

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package (2hrs allocated): 11.45am to 
1.45pm or 2.15pm to 4.00pm 
Wine Tastings: (45 mins allocated): 12.15pm onwards 
Limited numbers. Book ahead to avoid disappointment. 
For more info, visit our website 
www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted as at the end of June.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, 
starting at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in 
each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
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