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Gundaroo Park improvements under way
As a change from local COVID-19 news 
on the front page – as critically 
important as that is – the good news 
this month is the exciting progress 
with the planned improvements to 
Gundaroo Park.  

The new bore has been sucessfully sunk, 
with a small increase in the amount of 
water found compared with the original 
bore. The next steps are to clean up the 
site and then move the pump and the 
shed in time for the bore to be in use 
when warmer weather comes.  

Construction of the new amenities block 
is likely to begin some time in August.  

Representatives from Gundaroo Park, 
Yass Valley Council and Gundagai Civil 
Construction Service (GCCS) met on 
Monday 3 August to wrap up a number of 
matters ready for construction to start  

The new amenities block in Sutton, of 
similar design 

this month and be completed by 
Christmas.  

Chair of the Gundaroo Park Land 
Manager Board, Ron Miller, said the 
meeting looked at the exact location of 
the building, access by users and the 
public, and how it will link in with 
existing services. 

“Safe access for users will be a concern 
during construction, and we’ve put in 
place plans to keep the toilet block and 
playground open and to allow access for 
Scouts, the Men’s Shed, and those who 
normally use the oval for exercise, dog 
walking and so on.  

“Parking in the immediate area will be 
restricted to construction workers, with 
only pedestrian access to the toilets. 
Scouts and Men’s Shed will need to 
approach their buildings from the 
western side. The new arrangements  

will be clearly signposted. 

“All users are asked to avoid the area 
around the construction site and be alert 
to vehicle and machinery movements 
around the area. 

“The location of the amenities block was 
fine tuned on site in order to reduce its 
impact on the oval, the Men’s Shed, and 
vehicle access to existing buildings and to 
the large water tank, which acts as an 
emergency fire tank.” 

The playground shade and solar system, 
announced in May, is on schedule for the 
work in October and November. Final 
design of the shade is being done ready 
for its fabrication and erection.  

When completed, these improvements 
and structures will complement the 
rejuvenated playing surface and the 
upgraded camping ground to seriously 
enhance the facilities of the Park for 
community users and visitors.  
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Quotes for the month 
“From religion comes a man’s purpose; from science his power 
to achieve it. Sometimes people ask if religion and science are 

not opposed to one another. They are: in the sense that the 
thumb and fingers of my hands are opposed to one another. It is 

an opposition by means of which anything can be grasped.”  

Sir William Henry Bragg OM KBE PRS (1862–1942) 
British-born mathematician and physicist, Professor at University  
of Adelaide for 23 years, Nobel Laureate in Physics (jointly with 

 his son, Sir William Lawrence Bragg) for their work in  
developing X-ray technology.  
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Gundaroo Common to 
receive a tidy-up 

The Gundaroo Common is soon to 
receive some long-sought TLC.  

 

Gundaroo Common in February. 
Dramatically different to a month earlier.  

Fencing, gates and weed management 
are high on the list. Some work is 
already certain. More is planned or 
proposed.  

Yass Valley Council has agreed to repair 
a section of fence between the 
Common and the Gundaroo cemetery, 
damaged by a fallen tree some time 
ago. The repair will ensure Commoners’ 
cattle are contained within Common 
boundaries, thereby helping prevent 
livestock damage to headstones. 

The deteriorating external roadside 
boundary fence between Rosamel 
Street and the Gundaroo tip is planned 
for replacement. It’s been reported that 
this work will be funded with a 
‘community donation’ from RES, the 
new owners  of the Springdale Solar 
Farm project, subject to a letter of 
agreement being signed.  

And the Common Trust is seeking 
support from the Crown Reserves 
Improvement Program for self-closing 
pedestrian gates to be installed 
strategically to help control livestock on 
the occasions where other users of the 
Common are less than diligent in 
closing internal paddock gates.  

Spot spraying of weeds is often carried 
out by Commoners and other local 
helpers, and the Trust intends to apply 
for a grant to conduct a more orderly 
weed management program. A recent 
change to more onerous rules has led 
the Trust to delay its application until 
the next round.  

These works and plans were discussed 
at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Common Trust in July. There were no 
elections this year. The Trustees are  

 

 

Helen Willett (President), Shelley 
Schreiner (Secretary), Justin Barwick, 
Dallas Leach, Ron Miller, Robyn Thorne, 
and Marion Thorne (Herdsman).  

The Common is 60 hectares of 
open space adjacent to the 
eastern edge of the village. It 
is well-used by villagers and 
visitors for diverse outdoor 
activities (passive recreation, 
walking and running, 
exercising dogs, and bike and 
horse riding), and especially by 
village Commoners grazing 
their cattle, which was the 
original and primary purpose – 
and remains so.  

It is public space that is 
treasured and cared for.  

New MP for Eden-Monaro  

Kristy McBain (ALP) has been elected as 
the new Member for the federal 
electorate of Eden-Monaro, which 
includes Gundaroo, and is the first 
woman to do so.  

In a typically knife-edge election for this 
seat, she won by just 766 votes after 
preferences ahead of her main 
opponent, Liberal candidate Fiona 
Kotvojs.  

This by-election was called following 
the early retirement of popular Labor 
MP Dr Mike Kelly due to ongoing health 
issues.  

Kristy McBain and Mike Kelly 

In conceding, Fiona Kotvojs said that to 
get through the next few tough years 
after the 2020 bushfires and COVID-19, 
“we must love, care for and respect 
each other. We must support each 
other regardless of difference. If we do 
this, our communities will grow and we 
will come out of this stronger”.  

Kristy McBain visited Gundaroo in the 
week before the by-election, as did the 
Greens candidate, Cathy Griff, and met 
and listened to local residents. Kristy  

 

spoke well of the importance to small 
rural communities of publications like 
The Gundaroo Gazette.  

She came to public prominence during 
the bushfires that devastated the NSW 
south coast last summer. As Mayor of 
Bega Valley Shire, she was very active, 
visiting fire grounds and affected 
communities daily.  

As a federal MP, she has promised to 
focus initially on bushfire recovery and 
resilience funding and the future of the 
Jobkeeper program for workers, to be “a 
community advocate, lobbying for 
outcomes”, working to make sure 
“people don’t fall through the cracks”.  

Kristy has agreed to meet with The 
Gundaroo Gazette, and our diaries are 
being consulted.  

One Gundaroo tip question 
answered  
Last month, The Gundaroo Gazette 
promised to follow up with Yass Valley 
Council the most common user 
complaintss about the current 
arrangements for waste disposal at the 
Gundaroo tip (officially known as a 
‘transfer station’).  

One concerned the removal of the ride-on 
mini skid-steer, the other the urgent need 
to build a ramp to enable household 
rubbish to be easily emptied into lower 
transfer hoppers.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has discussed 
both issues with the manager of waste 
assets, Tony Stevens, and can report 
positively about the second of these.  

The 2020/21 Operational Plan, approved 
by Council at its June meeting, has 
allocated $50,000 in this year’s budget to 
build a ramp and platform and a cement 
floor so that the transfer hoppers can be 
positioned below the platform and 
thereby enable users to empty their bins 
and rubbish from above.  

Mr Stevens advised that designs are 
currently being done, including for 
managing ‘traffic flows’ for easy and 
efficient access, and that it is possible the 
facility could be constructed and usable 
within the next few months.  

The Gundaroo Gazette will monitor this 
project closely.  

The return of the ride-on mini-skid 
steer is more problematic. Apparently, 
the Council’s work-safety team have 
determined that the skid-steer presents 
a safety risk (for whom?), which 
overrides the substantial efficiency 
benefits for a competent tip manager,  
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operating alone, being able to more 
easily dismount and transact with a 
new tip user than having to park and 
get out of and back into the cabin of a 
much larger bobcat.  

Mr Stevens has nonetheless offered to 
take the matter up with the work-safety 
team and keep The Gundaroo Gazette 
informed.  

Gundaroo community 
website goes live 

The new community website for 
Gundaroo has now ‘gone live’, and has 
been positively received. It can be 
accessed at gundaroo.org .  

Work Is continuing on the 
correspondence and documentation 
for community organisations and local 
businesses to join and have a 
presence on the website.  

The GCA Community website working 
committee is finalising the structure 
of the community and business 
directories, and shall shortly be 
inviting community organisations and 
businesses to join, with the 
appropriate documentation and 
information about access, conditions 
of use, fees, privacy, and so on.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has its own 
page, prominently diplayed, and is 
gradually creating an archive of past 
issues for reference and as an 
accessible community record. Each 
current edition is posted there as 
soon as it is published.  

Commemorative planting  
set to proceed 
Last month’s edition of The Gundaroo 
Gazette published an article about the 
proposed commemorative planting of 
20 Pin Oak trees at the southern 
entrance to the village – between 
Back Creek Road and the bridge.  

It is a project of the Gundaroo 
Memorials Sub-Committee, and is 
being suported with a Yass Valley 
Council Community Grant and an 
ANZAC Community Grant.  

Its purpose is to commemorate all 
those from our community who have 
served, are currently in active service, 
and who will serve in the future, 
representing Gundaroo and Australia.  

The article identified a shortfall of $800 
and called for community donations. 
Generous donors in the community 
have now filled this gap, and the Sub-
Committee and the Council are rapidly 
gearing up to get the trees planted 
before spring is too advanced and while 
the soil moisture levels are high.  

 

Solar farm update 
For those who are still monitoring this 
long-running process (some call it a 
saga), here is the latest news in a very 
brief brief – as The Gundaroo Gazette 
understands it.  

The new owner of the project, RES, 
finally lodged the Response to 
Submissions (nearly 22 months after 
required).  

Sutton Solar Action Group (SSAG) has 
analysed the Response and is highly 
critical of it. SSAG recently received a 
reply to its letter to the NSW Minister 
for Planning and Public Spaces, Rob 
Stokes, via Member for Goulburn, 
Wendy Tuckerman, with an assurance 
that all matters SSAG has raised are 
being considered as the department 
finalises its assessment of RES’s 
Response to Submissions.  

The assessment will then be referred to 
the Independent Planning Commission, 
which will conduct its own community 
consultation process.  

For more insight into the views and 
positions of the proponents and the 
main critics, interested readers should 
visit the RES webpage, 
www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au and 
the SSAG webpage, 
https://suttonsolaractiongroup.com/.  

Council transfers its Home 
Living Support Service  
Yass Valley Council has officially 
transferred the Home Living Support 
Service (HLSS) to Valmar Support 
Services Ltd.  

Valmar is a not-for-profit organisation 
specialising in providing support for the 
frail aged and people with disabilities in 
south-east NSW and the ACT. 

Valmar has taken full operational 
responsibility for running Yass 
Community Transport and the 
Commonwealth Home Support program. 
The transfer includes all the Yass Valley 
HLSS staff, volunteers, vehicles, activities 
and schedules.  

Police presence  
Early in July, true to their word, the 
local police were rather more obvious 
in Gundaroo than many of us are used 
to seeing.  

Senior Constable Joe Fitzgerald from 
Collector made a couple of visits, and 
highway patrol were active. Four DUIs 
were issued, and some drivers were 
caught speeding through the village.  

We may now see less of the police for a 
while, as Snr Constable Fitzerald has  

 

been deployed to the NSW/Victorian 
border as part of the COVID-19 
containment response.  

One state grant program  
still open 
Few of our State MP’s announcements 
in the past month concerned Gundaroo 
– except for those related to the 
Gundaroo Park improvements (see 
separate story).  

However, one grant program remains 
open until late August.  

Funds to build, renovate or extend 
community preschools 
Announced 3 July. Closes 23 August. 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-
childhood-education/operating-an-early-
childhood-education-service/grants-and-
funded-programs/capital-works-grants. 

… Some light relief … 
The church ladies do the email rounds 

from time to time, bringing much hilarity 
with them. Here’s a selection for those 
who haven’t seen them before and for 

those who’d like to see them again. 
Cackle along with the misspellings, 
malapropisms and double entendres.  

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a 
chance to get rid of things not worth keeping 

around the house. Bring your husbands.  

Miss Charlene Manson sang ‘I will not pass 
this way again’, giving obvious pleasure to the 

congregation.  

The sermon tonight will be ‘What is hell?’ 
Come early and listen to our choir practice.  

The Fasting and Prayer Conference  
includes meals.  

Please place your donation in the envelope 
along with the deceased person you  

want remembered. 

Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles 
and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will 

be used to cripple children.  

The church will host an evening of fine dining, 
super entertainment and gracious hostility.  

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married 
on 24 October in the church. So ends a 

friendship that began in their schooldays.  

The ladies of the church have cast off clothing 
of every kind. They may be seen in the 

basement on Friday afternoon.  

The pastor would be grateful if the ladies of the 
congregation would lend him their electric 

girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church. Please use the large 

double door at the side entrance.  

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet on 
Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door.  

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. 
They need all the help they can get.  

http://www.gundaroo.org/
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
https://suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
https://suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/operating-an-early-childhood-education-service/grants-and-funded-programs/capital-works-grants


The Gundaroo Gazette            August 2020 4 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

  

 Chemical Cleanout 
The annual household chemical cleanout is on again, and you can 

drop off your household chemicals and paints for free. 

When? Sunday 16 August 2020 
from 8.00am to 2.30pm 

Where?  Yass Transfer Station, Faulder St, Yass 

Gundaroo Cemetery fence 
Approximately 20 metres of tree-damaged fence located at the 

eastern end of the northern boundary fence adjoining the 
Gundaroo Common will be repaired by Council to assist with 

preventing damage to headstones in the Cemetery by livestock 
from the adjoining land.  

Council has also resolved that the two gate-entry points providing 
access between the Cemetery and the Common should be 

removed and the void replaced with similar fencing material.  

Gundaroo detention basin plans  
A reminder that the report and figures (two documents) from 

the investigation into the feasibility of implementing the 
detention basin scheme that forms part of the Gundaroo 

Floodplain Risk Management Plan can be downloaded from 
the Council website at:  

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
services/water/stormwater/flood-studies-sutton-and-gundaroo/ 

Reminder: Relaxed rules on  
sporting grounds 

Consistent with the Public Health Order signed on  
30 June, Yass Valley Council has removed the limit of 20 people 

per field for sporting grounds, subject to conditions. These include 
having a COVID-19 Safety Plan. (https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-

19/industry-guidelines/sports-recreation-and-gyms). 

For more information, go to: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-
you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules#community-sporting-activities 

Reminder: Council-managed  
community halls and centres are now  

available for hire … 
… and can occupy up to 20 people, or one person per 4 square 

metres for the entire building (not each room/area). 

This includes the following: 

Yass Memorial Hall (Main Hall & Kitchen annex only) 

Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds Community Hall 

Yass Community Centre 

Sutton Hall. 

To hire any of the above halls or centres, a COVID-19 Plan must be 
prepared and presented to Customer Service via email to 

Council@yass.nsw.gov.au or in person at Council’s Administration 
Building, 209 Comur Street Yass, before booking. 

A template for a COVID-19 Plan can be found on Council’s website: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/article/748  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) – Council updates 

Remember: You can find regular updates on disruptions to Council 
services and facilities by clicking on the red banner at the top of 

each page of Council’s website, and in the table at  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/ 

 

 

An update on the Lake 
George research on 
lake levels and  
climate change 

Tuesday 11 August 2020 

Sutton Primary School, from 7.30pm 

Dr Bradley Opdyke 

ANU Research School of Earth Sciences 

Paleoclimatology research evidence of the varying 

levels of Lake George and its connections to  

Yass River through Geary’s Gap. 

The influence of sea temperatures around the north-west 

of Australia on Lake George rainfall; the extreme 

variability of annual rainfall caused by being – as we are 

now – in a ‘transient’ state between two ‘stable’ climate 

states; and the dangers of a transient state persisting as a 

result of continually rising global temperatures.  

With COVID-19 restrictions in place, we can’t serve supper. 

But there will be time for questions and discussion. 

If you don’t wish to attend in person, follow on Zoom.  

Email sutton.landcare@gmail.com for registration details.  

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 

Management Committee Inc 
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 12 August 2020, 7.30pm, at the Hall 

To be COVID-19 safe, please RSVP if you wish to attend, to 
info@gundaroohall.org.au by Monday 10  August. If more than 

25 members register, this will become a Zoom meeting. 

Agenda 

1. Annual reports to the open meeting 

• President’s report 
• Treasurer’s report 
• Booking Officer’s report 
• Film group subcommittee report 

2. Election of Office Bearers 

Colin Lee, Secretary/Public Officer 

 

GUNDAROO POST OFFICE 
Weekend hours for P.O. services 

(Does NOT affect Shop and Takeaway hours) 

Saturday – 9am to noon 
Sunday – CLOSED 

(Complies with Australia Post rules)  
You may still collect your mail and make cash 
withdrawals during shop hours, but shop and 

takeaway customers will be served first.  

No other Post Office services will be available 
outside these times.  

We apologise for any inconvenience this  
may cause, but it’s a change we have to make. 

Jess and Conny 
Gundaroo LPO 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-services/water/stormwater/flood-studies-sutton-and-gundaroo/
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-services/water/stormwater/flood-studies-sutton-and-gundaroo/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/sports-recreation-and-gyms
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/sports-recreation-and-gyms
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules#community-sporting-activities
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules#community-sporting-activities
mailto:Council@yass.nsw.gov.au
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/article/748
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/
mailto:sutton.landcare@gmail.com
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
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From ‘The Desk’ 
If you feel deprived of COVID-19 local news this month, 
please accept that it was a deliberate editorial decision. 
It is hard to imagine that anybody in Gundaroo is not 
feeling overwhelmed by the constant flow of information 
and commentary in all mainstream and social media.  

So I thought some different and welcome good news could 
occupy the front page instead. The Gundaroo Park 
improvements are picking up momentum, and are 
something to look forward to.  

Nonetheless, I’m sure nobody needs to be reminded to 
continue taking all the recommended precautions to keep 
ouselves and others safe, while also keeping an eye on 
our friends and neighbours and their needs and state of 
mind, and being ready to share and help where we can.  

Our guest features this month come once again from 
Barbara Westerway, Cate Thomas and Robyn Thorne. I 
hope you enjoy their articles.  

I have made space for some humour this month. Heaven 
knows, we can do with some more!  

Thank you as always to all our regular columnists, our 
Community Noticeboard contributors, our distributors, 
and our advertisers. 

Until next month 
Your Editor / Custodian 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Gundaroo Film Society 

 2020 Program remains suspended  
until further notice.  

Subscription refunds available on request. 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00pm to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Bookings have re-opened – with conditions 

The Hall is taking bookings at the moment, but use will 

still be limited until the 4m
2

-per-person rule is removed.  

We will use the guidelines issued by Yass Valley Council 

for the use of shire halls. 

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Check out our new Facebook page!  

www.facebook.com/gundarooanddistricthistorical society  

If you have any historical information or events (such as 
reunions), or items of historical interest from the region,  
let us know and, if appropriate, we will be happy to post. 

Just message us through Facebook, or email at  
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com.  

Gundaroo Literary Institute 

Thank you for your generous support!  
The Gundaroo Literary Institute is very grateful for a 
donation of $1,000 from Marty and Lucy O’Connor  

and the team from FUSE Property.  
It is fantastic to have support such as this as we undertake 

renovations to the building and continue the transition from 
a private trust to an incorporated body. 

This transition is necessary because the legislation under 
which we operated has been repealed. As this requires legal 

advice, it helps so much to have financial  
assistance at this time. 

Despite limitations brought about by COVID-19, some work 
on the painting of the building has still been done. This will 

be continued when weather and conditions allow. 

Membership of the Gundaroo 
Literary Institute is open to 

members of the community.  

Contact Esther Robinson, 
Trustee and Secretary, on  

esther.robinson@hotmail.com 

Gundaroo Memorials Sub-Committee 

Thank you for your generous support!  

Understandably, it has been hard to focus on anything other 
than Coronavirus in recent months. But clearly some of you 

have taken time to read and respond to our request in last 
month’s Gazette for donations for the Gundaroo 

Commemorative Planting project. 

The Gundaroo Memorials Sub-Committee have been 
humbled by the generous response and can confirm that we 

now have enough money to proceed with the project.  

We have informed the Yass Valley Council, who are keen to 
proceed. The dates and details have yet to be confirmed, but 

we very much hope to get the trees in the ground before  
we’re too far into Spring.  

mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
mailto:esther.robinson@hotmail.com
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NSW Rural             c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

COVID-19 Update 
COVID-19 restrictions have caused the Murrumbateman Field Day and Gundaroo Music Festival to be cancelled for 2020. 
Brigade members volunteer to help at these very important events and both will be sadly missed this year. Murrumbateman 
Field Day is our biggest fundraiser for the year, and we combine with about 15 neighbouring brigades over the two days to all 
work hard and share the money raised. Not to be deterred! We are hoping to hold a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle in September 
(date and store location to be advised), and will be participating in the Get-Ready Weekend at our fire shed.  

Our Wednesday night training is starting up again, and we will be following strict hygiene and social distancing rules to keep 
members safe.  

Get-Ready Weekend 2020  
It’s that time of the year again when we invite all residents to our Get-Ready day at the Fire Station. On Saturday 19 
September you can drop in between 10am and 3pm to our fire sheds in Cork Street, Gundaroo. Across NSW, many Rural Fire 
Brigades will open their fire shed doors and provide new and old residents with information to help them prepare for the 
upcoming Fire Season. You can speak to us about your Bush Fire Survival Plan and preparation of your home and property, 
pick up a ‘New Resident Welcome Pack’, and raise any other concerns you have. We want you to take away valuable 
information to help you and your family be prepared in the event of a bushfire. The strict NSW Health Guidelines for  
COVID-19 will be observed.  

All Gundaroo residents – Save the date and GET READY FOR THE UPCOMING FIRE SEASON. 

Winter Days 
Winter is still present, and we remind you to keep doing your Winter Fire Safety Checklist, summarised in this column in the July 
edition. For valuable information, visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au. 

Donations  
Thank you to our community for continuing to contribute to the Brigade’s Donation Hat at the Gundaroo Shop, and to the 
following residents for their recent donations: 
Kemmers Family, Mr & Mrs Spielmeyer, Liz Harris, Kristina Smith, Krys French, Dick Smith. 

Incidents   
Brigade Captain, Michael Cliff, reported three incidents since last report. 
28 June – MVA involving a single car on Marked Tree Road 
7 July – House fire on Shingle Hill Way 
17 July – Car fire reported on Federal Highway, which turned out to be a blown heater hose.  

GRFB Training  
Training is held on the last Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7pm sharp at the Fire Station. We will resume 
training on Wednesday 29 July. Rug up, wear your full PPE and be prepared for revision of your pumping, drafting, 
communications and navigation skills. Do not attend if you are feeling unwell.  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and 
parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
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1st Gundaroo Scouts 

 

1st Gundaroo Scout Group is thrilled to have recommenced face-to-face meetings in 
Gundaroo – on Monday 20 July. With the necessary precautions of our times, the Scouts 
spent their first night planning their activities in a Troop Council.  

The Troop Council is an important element of Scouting. It is where our youth members define 
their goals and determine their own program. Our youth members are planning a hike in Namadgi National Park 
later in the Term. The Scouts identified that they need to brush up on their navigation, cooking and first aid skills. 
This helped them develop their plan for the next few weeks. 

Our Cub section recommenced meetings on 21 July. On that chilly Tuesday night, the Cubs made a small cooking 
fire and prepared delicious damper on a stick.  t was great to see the kids having a wonderful time preparing their 
own dough, and trying to resist eating their dampers until they were cooked through. (Pictured below) 

 

Fire work and cooking 

Cubs return 

During the shutdown, we bade 
farewell to Jess, our Joey Leader.  
Jess stepped up when our Joey section was about to shut down a couple of years 
ago. One of our first youth members at 1st Gundaroo, she is still active in our Rover 
section, but was unable to continue leading our Joeys. We wish her all the very best.   

Andrew and Dave have returned as Leaders of the Scouts and Cubs respectively, bringing their good humour and 
practical skills with them. We also welcome Mark from Canberra as a new Leader in the Scout section. Mark joins 
us with a wealth of practical experience in Scouting, and I am sure he’ll be a wonderful addition to our team.  

We hope we’ll be able to continue meeting through the rest of the Term. If your children would like to try Cubs  
(8–11yo) or Scouts (11–14yo), please give me a call.  

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 
0413 137 761. 

 

Is this for real?  

   

For lovers of clever puns … 
a small selection from a larger collection  

(currently doing the spam email rounds) 

No matter how much you push the envelope,  
it’s still stationery. 

Two hats are hanging on a hat rack. One hat says to the 
other: “You stay here. I’ll go on a head.” 

She was only a whisky-maker, but he loved her still.  
A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was  

cited for littering.  
In a democracy, it’s your vote that counts.  

In feudalism, it’s your Count that votes.  
Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  

One turns to the other and says “Dam!” 
A person sent ten puns to friends, hoping that at least one 
of the puns would make them laugh. No pun in ten did.  
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Gundaroo School News   

 

 
 

It has been lovely to have the continued rain throughout 
winter. For the first time in a long time, the rain has 
actually caused some delays with works in progress; a 
nice problem to have! 

We have just returned from our July break and started 
Term 3 with a lot of excitement and enthusiasm. Our 
calendar is still relatively clear due to COVID-19, but we 
are able to resume some activities. Our Friday 
assemblies have returned, and we will be holding our 
Athletics and Cross Country Carnivals at the end of the 
term – although at this stage, all events must be 
spectator-free.  

Kindergarten have celebrated 100 Days of Learning, and 
we continue to make good use of the Multi-Purpose 
Room. Education Week is in the first week of August, 

and while we will be celebrating event-free, you can 
expect to see something from us in the next edition of 
the Gazette.  

If you or anyone you know have children planning to 
start school at Gundaroo in 2021, please get in touch 
with Liz or Jenna in the Office (6236 8115 or 
gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au) . We are taking 
names for enrolment and beginning our planning for 
the coming year.  

While we are a little uncertain about what our Kinder 
Orientation program will look like this year due to the 
restrictions, we will continue to keep you in the loop.  

I look forward to sharing more with you next month.  

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 

 

mailto:gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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On our farms 
An irregular column about primary production 

 

Composting Part 2: How do you 
compost a tonne of kitchen waste 
every month?  
By Cate Thomas 

In last month’s column, I pondered the idea of large-
scale composting using Canberra’s commercial kitchen 
waste and of then using it to improve soils around 
Gundaroo. I mentioned my own small-scale endeavour, 
which has grown from a bucketful every other day to 
more than a tonne per month. So how do I do it? 

We do almost everything on our place by hand or with 
light equipment – whether it’s spraying weeds, building 
walls or planting trees grown from our own seed. Some 
of it is because large equipment can be expensive and 
then you need to build a shed to house it in. But mostly, 
I just love the hard physical work associated with moving 
a tonne of soil or manure onto a large garden bed, or 
the family team work needed to shift large logs or rocks. 
It helps to keep the old upper body strong and the 
‘tuckshop arms’ at bay.  

For turning compost heaps, we use a simple garden fork 
and a good compost bay design that allows the front to 
open easily. I simply fork all the material out the door 
and then heap it back in, sometimes spraying it with the 
hose (or the recipe below) as I do so. 

Last year, as the amounts of café kitchen waste that we 
brought home started to grow, I knew that I’d have to 
learn more about composting. Things just weren’t 
breaking down fast enough. Bin space was limited, and 
more and more ‘raw’ material was relentlessly coming in 
each day. I knew the basics – get the carbon/nitrogen 
(browns/greens) ratio correct, and keep the dampness 
up. But I knew I was missing something. 

Heat and compost 
What I hadn’t learnt was the association between 
aerating a compost bin, getting the heat going, and 
things breaking down more quickly. Heat is generated 
simply when you have enough of the mix to make a 
deep, wide heap – but turning and aerating that heap is 
also crucial to creating heat.  

Heat in a compost indicates that the micro-organisms 
are active, and that means your heap is breaking down 
into usable compost and humus.  

Humus is the dark brown, carbon-based spongy stuff 
in soils. It’s the ‘black gold’ part of compost because 
of its capacity to hold air and moisture, which plant 
roots love. It’s crazy, but I kinda think of it as fibre in 
our diet – we need fibre for a healthy gut, and soil 
needs humus to be healthy. Humus is in short supply 
in our depleted Australian soils, and may well 
become even more valuable as the planet warms and 
we adapt to drier growing cycles.  

Micro-organisms love a good mix of air, moisture 
and food. If you’re lucky enough to have a digital or 
old-fashioned microscope, it’s fabulous to take a 
quick sample from your heap before you use it so 
you can view the ‘other world’ of life that lives in 
compost – much of it hidden from the naked eye.  

 

 
Compostable takeaway containers  
Also, I’ve learnt that heat in our compost heaps is 
important for breaking down the inedible, but 
compostable, materials that come out of a modern café.  

The café that provides our material has moved to using 
compostable takeaway containers, cutlery and coffee 
cups. Any of these left behind go in the compost buckets 
with the kitchen scraps.  

The ‘plastics’ in these items are made from plants, not 
oil, and so can rightly go in the compost bin. BUT they 
will only start to break down at temperatures of 55 
degrees Celsius or more over several weeks.  

Herein lies the challenge. My compost heaps last winter 
were warm to touch, but I wasn’t sure exactly how 
warm. I knew the compostable takeaway containers 
were not breaking down.  

So I bought myself a kitchen 
roasting thermometer (pictured). 
It’s about 30 cm long, good for 
poking in a heap, and doesn’t 
mind getting wet. (It turns out 
you can get a specific 
thermometer for composts, but I 
haven’t tried one yet).  

On first measurement our heaps 
were getting up to about 40 or 45 
degrees, but turning and wetting 
them really cranked up the heat. 
Our record is about 72 degrees 
Celsius! [As a tip – and if for no 
other reason – it’s worthwhile keeping a large, hot 
compost in the yard nearby in case you find yourself 
in the dog-house in the middle of winter. It beats an 
electric blanket, and is environmentally friendly!] 

Drunken micro-organisms 
Still, it was difficult to keep the heat up for days and 
weeks, which the takeaway compostables needed. I 
experimented with various recipes for speeding up 
composts, found on YouTube.  

One recipe comprises ammonia, beer and cola – dilute 
with water and wet through the heap using a watering 
can. It really did work. The microorganisms loved it, but I 
just couldn’t bring myself to use any more beer and cola 
in this way – it seemed a huge contradiction in practice, 
so I didn’t keep it up. By this time, the February rain had 
arrived and part of my problem was solved. 

We eventually had success 
with the takeaway 
compostables (pictured), and 
it was thrilling to see the 
opaque, shrunken and brittle 
‘plastic’ lids breaking down 
with the rest of the materials.  

Why not experiment with 
some hot composting this 
winter?  
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 
  

FESTIVAL CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

August is heating up for  
the return of the GEM  
battle – and live music back 
at the Pub! 

The organisers of the McGrath Gundaroo Music Festival 
are thrilled that we plan to go ahead with the Live Heats 
of the second Gundaroo Emerging Muso (GEM) battle! It 
will also be the first live music at the Gundaroo Colonial 
Inn since COVID-19 restrictions began. 

The battle will commence at 8pm sharp, on three 
Saturdays in a row in August – with the first Heat to be 
held on Saturday 15 August. 

The line up this year is seriously impressive ― a highly 
talented mix of soloists, duos and bands performing a 
diverse range of music genres. Here they are.  

Heat 1 ― 15 August 
Kiara 
Madi Kate 
Counterfeit Cash 
Matriarch 

Heat 2 ― 22 August 
The Dalmations 
The Two Peas 
Matt n Jol 
Coolibah Collective 

Heat 3 ― 29 August 
Skinny Wolf 
Von Blake Family Singers 
Ana Key & The Underdogs     2019 GEM winner 
Glenloch.            Felicity Dowd 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and to continue to 
keep our community safe, we are releasing only 20 
tickets for each of the heats, with the booking timed for 
the second sitting of dinner (7.45pm) with Bella and the 
team from Rolling Hills Kitchen.  

Check out the GMF Facebook page for details on how to 
book through TryBooking. Don’t miss out! The tickets 
will give you exclusive seating with a direct view of the 
musicians and are $20 each – with money going towards 
the GMF efforts to raise money for those living with 
Motor Neurone Disease in our region. 

You are able of course to book dinner at either the first 
sitting of dinner or elsewhere (no access to 
performances though) as per normal arrangements. 

We can’t wait to kick off 2020 live music in the village 
again this year – and give these musos their chance to 
play live and compete to battle it out at the semi-final 
which will be held late September.  

Festival Organising Committee 

 

 

Readers’ photos to enjoy 
 

Afternoon mist descending early on the Police Paddock 
Shared by Kath Kennedy 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

And one by Lana Mitchell, from her front verandah 

 

The Gundaroo Gazette welcomes readers’ photos  
that celebrate where we live and why we love it. 

*  *  *  *  * 
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 

  
The Bake-off 
By Barbara Westerway 

I’ve always been amazed by what some people do 
during very difficult periods in their lives – mothers of 
children with disabilities, families with aged or very ill 
parents, working parents juggling careers and family life. 

Today, in this challenging era caused by the COVID-19 
virus, I am equally astonished by how some mothers 
are not only coping with ‘home-schooling’ their 
children, but by how many families are devising 
entertaining activities for recreation time. 

Recently I read Elizabeth Kovac’s excellent article in The 
Gundaroo Gazette about activities that ‘can help us 
maintain a good measure of happiness’ in such a trying 
time. Elizabeth listed eight activities that people had 
mentioned to her during her survey – playing with pets; 
being with loved ones; games and puzzles; music; 
cooking and eating; craft work; reading; and creating a 
new hobby.  

A Lego contest 
I have a Sydney friend with four children, and her son, a 
bit of a techno wizard and the father of one of the 
families, organised a Lego-building competition for all 
the children. They met together via a Zoom meeting. 

The rules of the competition were explained, a time 
limit imposed, and each group had to create a house 
with a garden and flowers, two deciduous trees in all 
their Autumn glory, and a pool. Each family had three 
contestants, and each group was shown on the 
computer screen as they worked on their projects. Fair 
play and good social behaviour were expected, no 
adult help was allowed, and the time limit was to be 
strictly observed. 

My friend reported that it was a very happy time with 
lots of chatter and laughter. They are a close-knit family 
and had missed one another. The Zoom meeting gave 
them the opportunity to see and talk to one another, 
even though they were physically apart. 

The bake-off 
Closer to home, my 
granddaughter, 
Sophie, recently 
invited her children’s 
aunt, their 
grandmother and me 
to a ‘Bake-Off’ 
competition at their 
home. It was a 
Saturday afternoon, 
and she and her nine-
year-old daughter, 
Mackenzie, were each 
going to bake a tray 
of cupcakes, and 
along with her five-
year-old son, Xavier, 
we were going to be 
the judges. 

 

Sophie is an excellent 
cook, and it was great 
to see her 
encouraging her 
children to also enjoy 
this activity. The 
children had been 
encouraged to think 
up the rules. And 
when these were 
decided, Mackenzie 
wrote them out and 
they were attached to 
the fridge door 
(pictured below left).  

There were two judging categories: decoration, and the levels 
of moistness and flavour. 

Judges looking on  

When the contest 
ended, the 
cupcakes were 
beautifully 
presented, and we 
all sat down to a 
delightful afternoon 
tea. 

The result of ‘The 
Bake-Off’ was 
amazing. Mackenzie 
won the 
‘Decoration’ 

category with the face of a cat made from coloured 
hundreds and thousands and chocolate, and a large pair 
of sunglasses with bright yellow candy rims. 

Her mother’s cupcakes were beautifully moist, but 
Mackenzie’s chocolate and apple mixture was absolutely 
delicious, and in the end she won overall by just two points.  

We all enjoyed the 
afternoon 
immensely. The 
children had been 
utterly absorbed for 
several hours, and 
now have memories 
and stories to tell.  

Little brother. Xavier, 
who can also cook 
but chose to be a 
judge that day, was 
very helpful. He was 
also very useful in 
reminding us to “leave some cupcakes for Daddy!” 

It would be very interesting, as Elizabeth Kovacs said in 
her article, to know what others had devised for this 
stressful time, when their children couldn’t get out to 
play with their friends, or take part in outdoor activities. 

We are all in this together and every bit of information 
and help is welcome,  

Keep up the good work, Mums and Dads! 
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Wine tastings $10 (free to members) 
Lunch supplied by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant from 12 to 2pm. 

Bookings are recommended.  

* Cellar Door August Specials * 

Celebrate Canberra Wines ‘Fireside Festival’  
all through August at the Cellar Door.  

Muscat Hot Chocolate  $8 
Glass of Muscat + dessert  $28) 

Bottle of Muscat + two desserts $60 
Structured Fireside Red Tasting+Glass Red Wine+large ‘Grazing’ meal $45 

Available August 22nd and 23rd ONLY 
Museum Estate Tasting Flight $10 

2014 Estate Shiraz (by the glass) $16 

New Releases 

2019 ‘The Chase’ Semillon 2018 Marksman Shiraz 

2020 Wild Semillon 2018 Rare Game Shiraz 

2019 Hunter’s Semillon  2018 Hunter’s Shiraz 

2019 Burton McMahon George’s Vineyard Chardonnay 

2018 Burton McMahon George’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 The Pub is OPEN  
 *  *  *  *  *  * 
Tuesday―Sunday 

afternoons and evenings  
variable hours (see page 23) 

Limited table seating only. Bookings advised. 
Sign-in and out required. Social distancing 
and hygiene rules still apply. No mingling. 

(Much extra work is needed to meet our legal 
and health obligations. We appreciate your 
patience, cooperation and ongoing support.) 

GEM Battle and more live music 
coming soon if restrictions allow.  

 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE – Fridays 
Tickets available at the Pub or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

*Watch Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn regularly 
for any changes and new services.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Gundaroo history to remember 
(or to learn for the first time) 

The Gundaroo Store: 
random tales 

By Robyn Thorne 

The 1970s and 80s saw a boom in all forms of 
handcraft – pottery, spinning and weaving, 
woodturning, leatherwork, blacksmithing and many 
more. Craft shops appeared in many country towns. 
Being just the right distance from Canberra for a nice 
drive in the weekend, Jenny and I decided that 
Gundaroo could do with one too.  

Some readers will also remember a similar drive to 
Canberra’s south – ‘Cuppacumbalong’, a very popular 
art and craft hub and where our now longtime 
Gundaroo resident potter, Ian Jones, did his training.  

Jenny and I had arrived in Gundaroo in the summer 
heat of January 1975. Having used our life savings to 
extricate ourselves from a financially disastrous but 
very instructive foray into the world of boutique 
wooden toy manufacture in Sydney, we had no option 
but to stock our new venture, The Gundaroo Store 
Gallery, almost 
entirely with items 
taken on consignment 
from members of the 
Roseville Handcrafts 
Co-op, where Jenny 
and her mum were 
members.  

Then, three days into 
setting up, we were 
somewhat dismayed 
to see a heavy pall of bushfire smoke rapidly 
enveloping the village. As we owned none of the 
items in our possession, Jenny began furiously to put 
everything back in the car while I found myself on the 
back of the village’s only resident fire truck, the low 
speed, low mileage, go-anywhere 1964 Austin, Roo 4. 
This was my first experience of bushfire fighting, but 
would certainly not be my last. 

The village saved, we put everything back into the 
shop and got ready for our first weekend’s trading.  

The 1970s was indeed the decade of the 
handcrafts boom. Pottery goblets were especially 
popular. For some reason they were invariably  

displayed with one goblet on 
its side, as though a guest at 
a dinner party had quaffed 
its contents rather too 
liberally, knocking it over in a 
final inebriated gesture. 
Almost anything made by 
hand sold well, provided it 
was of good quality. 

While Jenny went teaching in 
Queanbeyan during the 
week, I made wooden toys to 
add to our stock. We would 
also make things to order.  

One day, I was completing a 
children’s cubby house out 
the back when a couple of 
young ladies from Canberra 
came by. Noticing our free-
range chooks, one asked how many eggs they laid. 
“Oh, they lay quite well,” I replied (chuckling to 
myself), “but there was one very small egg amongst 
them. It must have been a rooster’s egg, and the poor 
fowl was so ashamed of his efforts he never laid 
another one.”  
“Ooh, I didn’t know roosters laid eggs!” she exclaimed. 

As no refreshments were to be obtained in Gundaroo 
in those days, other than Mercury cider or port and 
lemonade at Matt Crowe’s Wine Bar, we began serving 
Devonshire teas. These became very popular, so much 
so that one Easter the teas required the baking of a 
thousand scones, made twenty-five to a tray in the 
oven of our wood-burning Everhot stove. Scones were 
only ever served hot from the oven, never reheated.  

As well as chooks, we had a pair of turkeys. One day, 
due to a toilet malfunction, we sent our patrons to 
use the old brick toilet behind St Mark’s church, 
which was in quite good condition in those days. One 
lady returned, spluttering with indignation. “N-Not 
only is it a long drop,” she cried, “but there’s a turkey 
under the seat!”  

The poor hen had sought out what she thought was a 
safe, secluded place in which to hatch her eggs. 
Imagine how she felt when the daylight above was 
suddenly obscured. Who got the bigger shock? 

We set aside part of the gallery for our tea room, 
furnishing it with antique tables and chairs sourced 
from the NSW Education Department in Alexandria. 
The Department was disposing of all the beautiful old 
tables and chairs, circa 1910, replacing them with 
modern plywood and steel ones.  

Small teacher’s tables, made from solid New Zealand 
kauri, with lovely turned legs, were three dollars each, 
larger ones as much as five, while a perfect Australian 
cedar table, date stamped October 1886, was a hefty 
fifteen dollars. Sturdy Tasmanian oak chairs were a 
steal at sixty cents each.  

Them were the days! 
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with 
enjoyable and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about things natural 

By Sue McIntyre 
 

Slope position 

On the occasions that I'm asked about planting 
choices to restore local vegetation, I am momentarily 
stopped in my tracks. My mind riffles through the list 
of 300-odd native plants in the district before being 
bought down to the reality of plant availability. 
Nurseries only grow a tiny fraction of our local species, 
and most of these will be trees and shrubs. And of 
these, eucalypts will predominate. Eucalypts are hardy 
trees, but if you plant them in the wrong place, you 
may be disappointed. 

For those who are lucky enough to have thriving 
eucalypt populations, slope position serves as a guide 
to tree identification. If your eucalypts are missing in 
action, and planting is called for, slope position will 
help you decide what to plant.  

Landscapes in our part of the world comprise a 
complex of rolling hills and undulations that form the 
catchment of the Yass River. The cross-section of the 
landscape illustrated below, is a pattern repeated at 
different scales and at different elevations within the 
catchment, and is formed by water running downhill. 
Its shape and qualities are influenced by the types of 
rocks and the initial surface topography. 

As it rains over the millennia, running surface water 
wears the rock and carries the particles, and any loose 
plant material, downhill. This material is deposited 
where the water slows down. The more resistant rock 
tends to form the ridges. Here soil will develop, but it 
will still be susceptible to the erosive forces of water 
flowing away. Thus soils on ridges and upper slopes 
tend to be thinner, dryer and less fertile. Lower down, 

 

where the water slows and soaks in, the soils are 
deeper and have more nutrients and organic matter. 

In identifying landscape position, you need to think 
about what the water does – where is it shed, and 
where will it have a greater chance of soaking in? 
Obviously, topography is the strongest guide in this 
respect. 

The combination of deeper soil, more nutrients and 
water makes the lower slopes and flats relatively 
productive in terms of plant growth. The pattern of the 
vegetation reflects this. Grasses dominate on the lower 
slopes and flats, as do boxes (Red and Yellow Box),  
then some gums (Blakely's Red Gum, Candlebark) and 
apple boxes (Argyle Apple, Apple Box). 

On the ridges and upper slopes, the ground layer is 
shrubbier (or bare, if grazed), and gums (Scribbly and 
Brittle Gum) and Broad-leaved Peppermint dominate. 
The transition between upper and lower slopes tends 
to be marked by uniform stands of Red Stringybark. 

Any trees that remain near a site you want to plant 
will be an accurate  guide to the past plant 
community. Be aware that some species (e.g. the 
boxes) were more thoroughly cleared than others. 
Using landscape position to read between the lines 
can provide a more complete list. 

By choosing the right species for the slope positions, 
you will better match their environmental adaptations 
and should get better survival and growth. 

August 2020 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Winter in the garden 

I often get asked if we are quiet in the garden during 
the winter months.  

Our answer is that there is absolutely no chance of a 
go-slow period when it gets cold, although a week in 
sunny Queensland would be lovely if we were allowed 
over the border. 

There is, of course, much to enjoy in gardens and the 
landscape during winter, not least being the sight of 
some early morning fogs and frosts.  

Despite such heartening 
scenes, the truth is that 
a garden displays its 
work load more clearly 
when it is leafless and 
cold. Problems become 
glaringly obvious, and 
dealing with them 
during winter is the best 
time. 

Weeds 

This year, with the glorious 
drought-breaking autumn 
rain, every weed seed that 
has survived the summer 

from hell jumped at the opportunity to germinate and 
flourish. 

All the usual weeds such as marshmallow, milk thistle 
and cape weed have grown like triffids, some as tall as 
me. Many other weeds not usually in these parts are 
popping up randomly such as Chilean needle grass 
(Nassella nessiana) – a ‘Weed of National 
Significance’. This weed is one of the worst in 
Australia because it is incredibly invasive and has the 
potential to cause great economic and environmental 
consequences. Chilean needle grass is related to 
serrated tussock (Nassella trichotoma). 

Become familiar with these weeds, and make sure you 
destroy them if they pop up in your garden or 
surrounds. 

 

Insect pests  

Many pests ‘over winter’ on weeds, using them as 
protection from the elements and as a food source 
when many other plants are dormant. Aphids love to 
hide under the foliage of milk thistles during winter, 
ready to pounce onto the delicious new growth of 
roses in spring.This another reason to keep your 
garden weed-free during all seasons. 

Roses and fruit trees 

Your roses and fruit trees require your attention at 
this time of the year. These plants love to be pruned. 
Roses are less prone to disease and produce stronger 
stems and more flowers when pruned annually. Fruit 
trees are also in better health and more fruitful when 
pruned every year. 

If you would like to treat roses and fruit trees for 
potential fungal problems, lime sulphur is a good 
option. It’s not toxic to the environment and is really 
good at eliminating most fungus infestations. If the 
season is dry, you are less likely to need to spray for 
fungal problems. Last summer there were very few 
fungal problems, but once it started raining in 
autumn, black spot started to appear on roses. 

A mulch warning 

I often get asked if you can mulch the prunings from 
these plants or any garden plants. Unfortunately, 
most of our garden plants have some kind of pests or 
diseases that you really don’t want to transfer to your 
other plants. I don’t recommend using fruit trees or 
roses as mulch in your garden.  

August 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com
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Wildcare 
by Phil Machin and Merran Laver 

Little Ted makes headlines 

Little Ted is an orphaned bare-nosed wombat whose 
mother was killed in a road accident in June. He was 
rescued by Wildcare and he gained national – and 
international – stardom when the media became 
aware he was being cared for by a staff member at 
the Queanbeyan Police Station, Senior Constable Tori 
Murray, a Wildcare volunteer.  

Many would have seen Little Ted bouncing around the 
Police Station on TV news – diving into his bed, 
jumping and spinning with joy and following the 
nearest feet (that’s what they do). 

Young joey wombats are fed on specially formulated 
milk every few hours, and sometimes it is necessary 
for carers to make arrangements to feed them at 
work. When he was very small, it was necessary for 
Ted to go to work with his carer because he had to be 
fed during the day. The presence of Ted at the station 
naturally had police staff talking about him, which Tori 
noticed had “increased awareness about wildlife 
among police, with more looking out and checking 
pouches now”; for example, Tori was recently 
contacted for advice by a colleague who’d found an 
orphaned joey on the road. 

Now weighing 3.7kg, Ted is no 
longer taken to work but is 
cared for at home. He is “doing 
really well and doing what 
baby wombats do”, sleeping 
and drinking milk four times a 
day: at 6am, lunchtime, 6pm 
and just before midnight.  

As Ted grows, he will be paired 
up with another wombat and 
left in a large outdoor 
enclosure with minimum 
human contact until he is ready 
for release into a safe wombat-
friendly area.  

Little Ted’s claws will eventually  
wear down, when he starts digging  

As wombats grow, they transfer from a diet of 
specialised milk onto grass, hay and pellets and similar 
foodstuffs. The whole journey from rescue to release 
can take up to 18 months, or more. 

The term ‘joey’ is used for all marsupial animals, 
particularly for baby kangaroos and possums. 
Wombat joeys are, as are most young native animals, 
endearing creatures. Did you know that wombats are 
related to the koala? And whilst the latter gets all the 
attention, bare-nosed wombats are also likely to be 
threatened in the future due to habitat loss, and 
urban and farm development.  

 

Rehabilitating native animals requires committed 
volunteers. While it takes a lot of effort to raise and 
then release some of the larger animals, such as 
wombats and kangaroos, the satisfaction can be 
immense. To find out more about being a Wildcare 
volunteer, visit their website (wildcare.com.au) or 
contact the 24/7 helpline 6299 1966 for more 
information. Wildcare is especially keen to recruit 
property owners who can build enclosures. 

As for Ted’s future, Tori said: “the plan is for him to 
stay with us until it’s time for him to be released. We 
live on a rural property and have access to enclosures. 
We’ve raised joey kangaroos and wallabies for almost 
5 years and this is the first wombat we’ve had. We 
decided we’d like to help more creatures. It’s different 
to raising a kangaroo joey that can happily hang in a 
bag. Ted needs to be in a large crate. He’s an 
interesting little chap.” 

Contact Wildcare on 6299 1966 for any native animal 
help and advice. 

Phil Machin 
Merran Laver 

0407 383 704 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com


The Gundaroo Gazette            August 2020 20 

 
 

 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Bullocks back on the field ― and 
they’ve started well 

Well the 2020 season has finally kicked off! A 
shortened 12-round season has been scheduled by 
Capital Football, allowing the teams to have a kick 
around the park.  

The Bullocks have one team entered 
in the competition and the season has 
started steadily, being three matches 
into the season. 

Round one saw a 3–2 win over Majura 
Football club, followed by a 2–1 loss 
to Lanyon United. Round three saw a 
rematch of last years Grand Final, this 
game ended in a 3–3 draw. Brett Wagner and Mark 
Fletcher are our leading goal scorers so far this season 
with two goals each.  

 
The club has made the decision to rest the home oval 
here in Gundaroo to allow works of the new amenities 
block to take place and to let the oval further 
rejuvenate.  

Next season is looking promising. We’ll have a new 
amenities block with home and away team change 

rooms, and the new bore in operation, 
ensuring a healthy supply of water to 
the oval.  

These new additions to the oval are a 
much-needed boost to the sporting 
groups of Gundaroo and the Gundaroo 
community as a whole. A big thanks to 
Ron Miller, and Shane Dawson for their 
ongoing support of amenities at the oval. 

Until next Gazette, go the Bullocks! 
Greg Garrett 

Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 
E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

 

Rain, Hail, or Shine (or Covid): 

The Sunday Handicap 

After the three-month COVID pause, the 
Sunday Handicap is back in fine form.  

In the eight runs held since the restart, we 
have averaged eight runners a week 
(sometimes more than), including nine 
stalwarts who ran in steady light rain on 
Sunday the 26th July. Congratulations to Laura  
(pictured) who has now passed the 20-run 
milestone. A couple of runners are closing in 
on 50. 

The Sunday Handicap is on every Sunday. We 
have yet to try hail, but a little rainfall has 
been no deterrent.  

 

It is just over five kilometres, 
starting and finishing at the 
pub, and new runners are 
made very welcome. We also 
have a shorter course for the 
walkers.  

Come and join us, 16:00 in 
winter and 17:00 during 
summer time. 

Nick Drew 
 

 
  

Sutton Mobile 
Stockfeeds 

Opposite ‘The Baker at 
Sutton’ 

Saturdays 
7.00am to 1.30pm 

Wednesdays 
3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

mailto:nick@njdrew.net
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of July. They will most likely change again 
during the month, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. 
The contact details remain as listed – for Eateries and for Churches.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great familyfriendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the two advertisements on page 10.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (No standing or mingling) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday 4.00–7.00pm 
Wednesday 4.00–9.30pm 
Thursday 4.00–10.00pm 
Friday  4.00–late 
Saturday 12.00–late 
Sunday  12.00–10.00pm 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advised, via phone or email. (See ad, page 10.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking essential – 0434 041 915 

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package (2hrs allocated): 11.45am to 
1.45pm or 2.15pm to 4.00pm 
Wine Tastings: (45 mins allocated): 12.15pm onwards 
Limited numbers. Book ahead to avoid disappointment. 
For more info, visit our website 
www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted as at the end of June.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, 
starting at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in 
each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

