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GEM semi-finalists chosen from a quality field
Six outstanding musical acts have been 
selected for the semi-finals of the 2020 
Gundaroo Emerging Muso (GEM) 
Battle, proudly sponsored by McGrath.  

Twelve soloists, duos or bands 
performed (four per night) in three 
heats held over three Saturday nights in 
August to sold-out ‘crowds’ (COVID-
restricted) at the Gundaroo Colonial Inn 
– the first live music since March.  

The heats were also professionally 
streamed on Facebook – many thanks 
to Rowan at Rotating Head – drawing 
more than 500 views for each battle.  

The GEM Battle gives new and emerging 
artists here and from the region – of all 
ages and all genres of music – an  

The Dalmations 

opportunity to compete to play live on 
the main stage of the festival, plus a day’s 
recording with Infidel Studios in 
Queanbeyan.  

Event Director, Scott Harding, said: “This 
was a key driving purpose of Scott 
Windsor, who together with his mates 
started the music festival just prior to 
losing his battle with MND. We are so 
proud that we have been able to deliver 
the search for 
our ‘GEM’ for 
the second year 
in a row.” 

The rules were 
clear – each 
group or  
soloist played  
a 20-minute set 
of originals or 
covers. And 
they certainly 
delivered.  

We had two returning soloists, and a 
couple of artists who appeared in new 
bands. Such a diverse 
range of ages, 
experience, 
instruments and music 
genres – but all were 
crowd favourites.  

We are pleased to now 
be able to announce 
the six Semi-Finalists 
going through from the 

battle rounds. They are: 
Kiara Jana, Madi Kate, 
The Dalmatians, Matt n 
Jol, Glenloch, and Von 
Blake Family Singers.  

What a challenge faced 
the three judges: Dina 
Tsakiris, Mark 
Shadboldt and Scott 
Harding. An unenviable               Kiara Jana 
but rewarding task.  

  Matt n Jol, who met 
   at the school gate  
  and decided it’s never  
  too late to start a band 

The Semi-Finals will 
be held at the 
Gundaroo Colonial 
Inn on Saturday 26 
September. 

Keep a look out for 
tickets through the 
GMF and GCC 
Facebook pages for 
limited release.  
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Quotes for the month 
“I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous  

to our liberties than standing armies.”  

Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826) 
Principal author of the Declaration of Independence (1776), and  

the third President of the United States (1801–1809)  

“However long the night, the dawn will break.” 

African Proverb 
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LOCAL NEWS
More improvements on the 
cards for Gundaroo Hall 
In common with Gundaroo’s private 
venues for socialising, Gundaroo 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hall was hit fairly 
hard by the restrictions imposed to 
control the spread of COVID-19.  

Private social functions, the film nights, 
and all fund-raising events have been 
cancelled, and COVID-safe use of the 
Hall is quite constrained – although 
appreciated nonetheless by community 
groups whose usual venues are too 
small to meet the social distancing 
rules. The Hall has also hosted two 
Zoom meetings about the new 
community website, making good use 
of the large screen and sound system.  

One benefit of the lack of bookings is 
the opportunity it has given to finish 
some important projects (such as new 
fans, new wiring and better lighting), to 
plan more repairs and maintenance 
(such as termite protection), and to 
consider longer-term improvements.  

Hall Committee President Wayne 
Kotzur talked of these in his report to 
the Annual General Meeting on 12 
August. Wayne also described the 
prospect of improved comfort with 
better ventilation and fenestration 
through the supper room and kitchen, 
and better use of space by making 
under-stage storage more accessible.  

A longer term project being 
investigated is to raise the floor and 
ceiling in the supper room to match the 
level in the kitchen and main hall, and 
to install more windows in the north 
wall to increase winter solar warming. 
These modifications would enable 
easier movement of furniture and other 
items throughout the building and to 
pull in light and warmth for more 
winter comfort.  

The AGM accepted the reports from the 
President, Treasurer, BookingOfficer 
and Film Society Sub-Committee, and 
noted the currently sound financial 
position, which must be watched 
closely during the uncertain length of 
the COVID-19 period.  

All members of the Hall Management 
Committee were re-elected. They are: 
Wayne Kotzur (President), Ian Price 
(Vice-President), Colin Lee 
(Secretary/Public Officer), Sylvia 
Gleeson (Treasurer), and Fran Dove, 
Helen Curtis, Kylie Martin (Committee). 

Community website 
welcoming new groups 
The new community website 
(www.gundaroo.org ) went live 
officially in August, and community 
groups and business are being invited 
to apply to join.  

Many of Gundaroo’s community groups 
were represented at a community group 
meeting in the Memorial Hall on 25 
August – either in person or via the 
smoothly run Zoom facility.  

All community groups can have just a 
Directory listing, or both a Directory 
listing and a Featured page at no cost, 
and can also opt to pay for a Special 
page with more features.  

Community groups are already 
signing up, and their presence will 
soon be seen on the website.  

The GCA Community Website Sub-
Committee was officially formed 
at that meeting and its members 
elected. The Sub-Committee will 
become responsible for the 
website, formally taking over from 
co-designer and interim custodian, 
Jed Johnson.   

Local businesses will now be invited 
to apply to join and have a presence 
on the website for an annual fee 
related to their chosen category.   

The Gundaroo Gazette has its own 
page, where each edition is posted as 
soon as published, adding to the 
archive of past editions.  

Following a suggestion from one of the 
Gazette’s readers, the website 
designers, Throttle Media in 
Queanbeyan, created a way for the 
Gazette to be read on a smartphone. A 
small mobile phone icon appears in the 
top right-hand corner of the page when 
any edition is opened.  

The Gazette page also has a ‘Stop Press’ 
facility (as yet un-used), where 
particular matters can be published 
between monthly editions.  

Renovations in the pub bar 
Publican Choppy has taken advantage 
of the COVID-19 ‘slowdown’ to do his 
long-planned renovations to the layout 
of the bar. 

For those taking a break from regular 
visits during this uncertain period, the 
two photos (above right) display the 
changes – during construction and the 
new fully-stocked layout.  

The new bar was built and installed by 
Scott Humphries Carpentry, using 
recycled timbers from the old Gundaroo 
Bridge – yet another way to keep the 
story of the old bridge alive.  

The new layout will 
enable easier 
preparation of 
cocktails. This will 
be properly put to 
the test at a special 
limited-tickets 
cocktail party on 
Saturday 3 October 
to christen the new 
layout – starting at 
7.30pm.  

Commemorative Avenue 
planting set to go 

Thanks to the generous donations of 
the final $800 by community 
members, the long-planned 
Commemorative Avenue of 20 Pinoak 
trees at the southern entrance to 
Gundaroo between Back Creek Rd 
and the bridge is under way.  

The contractor, Robbie Shipway, is 
ready to carry out the site-preparation 
and planting as soon as the site is dry 
enough for machinery access.  

As explained in the past two editions of 
The Gundaroo Gazette, the Avenue is a 
project of the Gundaroo Memorials 
Sub-Committee, and has been 
supported with a Yass Valley Council 
Community Grant and an ANZAC 
Community Grant, plus the final top-up 
by local donors.  

Prospect of local road 
improvements  
A group of rural residents have held 
constructive discussions with Yass 
Valley Council about the urgent need to 
upgrade parts of three local roads to 
improve safety and ensure access in all 
weathers.  

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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Residents of Back Creek Rd, Dicks Creek 
Rd and Yass River Rd have complained 
regularly in recent months about the 
rapid deterioration of these unsealed 
roads shortly after grading, the damage 
to vehicles, the refusal of some 
transport operators (including the 
postal contractor) to use the roads, and 
about the dangers and penalties of 
isolation when even low-level flooding 
makes all the ‘exits’ impassable.  

All these roads are carrying steadily 
increasing daily traffic loads as more 
families move into homes on newly 
subdivided rural blocks or into additional 
homes on existing properties. And Back 
Creek Rd has the added utility of being a 
convenient direct alternative way out 
when Booth’s Crossing floods and closes 
the eastern end of Yass River Rd for 
longer than the Back Creek causeway.  

At the end of August, a group of 
residents met on-site with Council’s 
Acting Director of Infrastructure and 
Assets and its Manager of Road 
Maintenance, who acknowledged the 
poor state of the roads and the 
dangerous conditions after recent 
extended rain.  

To assist its applications for various 
state and federal road upgrade 
grants, Council asked residents to 
supply information about such 
matters as livestock transport,  
home-based businesses, regularity of 
road transport deliveries, transport of 
children to school and school bus 
pick-up, and the elderly and infirm 
with potential needs for emergency 
transport.  

Paul Schofield, from Back Creek Rd, 
has written and circulated a letter 
and survey to all relevant RMBs 
seeking to collect the required 
information.  

Meanwhile, Council has strategically 
installed several traffic counters to 
collect valuable traffic flow data.  

Mr Schofield told The Gundaroo 
Gazette that Mayor Abbey and 
Councillor Jasmin Jones had been 
constructive and thoughtful in their 
discussions with residents.  

More flooding south of the 
Common watershed 
In the sustained rains of early August, 
village properties in the redirected 
southern flow line from the Common 
through Lot Street, the school playing 
field, and two new residential properties 
on Cork Street were severely affected by 
faster and more damaging overland flows 
than previously experienced only with 
much higher rainfalls.  

This was the second such event so far 
this year. The Gundaroo Gazette 
collected a library of photos of these  

 

 

water flows, hours after the worst had 
subsided. Here is a tiny selection.  
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diversion 
channel 
from the 
Common 

 

 
Lot/Lute  
collection 
choke 
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playing 
field 

 

 

 

 
Lane below 
school,  
sandbags by 
resident 

 

 
Cork St 
resident’s 
back yard. 
SES came 
at around 
3am to 
sandbag 
the shed 

 

The Gundaroo Gazette (March 2020) 
reported on the private damage and 
loss caused in the February rains, and 
the unsuccesful efforts by Deputy 
Mayor Nathan Furry to help angry and 
distraught residents get Council to 
acknowledge and resolve the problem. 

Residents claim the stormwater from the 
Common south of the Harp St watershed 
– previously spread over a grassy 
paddock and into a dam – has become 
faster and more concentrated since the 
Council approved its redirection into a 
single linear channel along Lot St. It then 
banks up at choke points where culverts 
and pipes are now too small to handle 
the flow, including through private 
properties, where it floods.  

The Gundaroo Gazette’s own 
observations support this view.  

Council’s repeated response so far 
(including to the Gazette) is that “the 
engineering analysis showed there 
should be no greater flows through the 
redirected channel and drains after 
construction than before”.  

 

 

The Gazette is willing to be part of any 
constructive discussion to persuade 
Council to revisit the ‘engineering 
analysis’ – which does not align with 
the observable lived experiences of the 
affected residents – and hopefully to 
come to a satisfactory resolution.  

Councillor Jasmin Jones has shown 
interest in achieving this outcome. She 
has spoken with the affected residents 
and placed a ‘request for service’ with 
the engineering staff to visit the sites.  

News Shorts 
Gazette meets Kristy Mcbain MP 
The Gundaroo Gazette met with Kristy 
McBain, the new Federal Member for Eden-
Monaro, on 12 August – her first meeting in 
her new Queanbeyan office. It was a cordial 
and productive meeting, with agreement to 
keep each other informed of issues of concern 
– local and state as well as federal – where 
she could could add her representations.  

Gundaroo works imminent 
Gundaroo will soon be a hive of public works 
actvity. At the Park, surveyors have marked 
the precise location of the new amenites 
block (with a building start due any day), and 
the shades and solar project at the 
playground is scheduled for early October. At 
the Common, Council has agreed to repair a 
section of broken fence between the 
Common and the Cemetery, and the letter of 
agreement is now signed with donor RES to 
replace the northern boundary fence, as soon 
as the contractor can start. In the streets, the 
two footpath extensions (in Cork St and Lot 
St) are scheduled for late October.  

Dog complaints  
Some villagers have complained to The 
Gundaroo Gazette that more dogs are being 
walked off the lead, resulting in some 
unfortunate exchanges between dogs and 
sometimes dogs and people. Also, they have 
observed much dog poo on the newly 
rejuvenated oval, where Gundaroo Park 
management has placed bag dispensers around 
the oval fence for dog owners to use. Helpful 
hints for responsible dog management are 
planned for a future edition of the Gazette.  

Site chosen for new high school 
The NSW Government has just announced the 
site for a new high school in Bungendore, with 
a plan for it to open in 2022. The chosen site 
is to be an ‘educational precinct’ that includes 
the existing primary school. Interested 
Gazette readers can keep up-to-date via the 
Bungendore High School Action Group 
website and Facebook page.  

Landcare Grants 
The Australian Government is inviting project 
applications under the National Landcare 
Program – Smart Farms Small Grants Round 4, 
to increase awareness, knowledge, skills and 
capacity in farming, forestry and fishing 
communities to adopt best practice 
sustainable agriculture.  

Applications close on 9 October.  
www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/smart-farms   

 

http://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/smart-farms
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 Gundaroo Park amenities building 
Construction of the new Gundaroo Park amenities building will 

begin within the next month, and should be completed by 
December 2020, weather permitting. Council has obtained  

$1.65 million under the NSW Stronger Country Communities Fund, 
and will contribute $236,500 to complete the project.  

Gundaroo footpaths  
The extension of two footpaths in Gundaroo village will start in 
late October. The footpath on Cork Street will be extended past 
Gundaroo Park, and the footpath on Lot Street will be extended 

to the corner of Morning Street.  

Keep our waterways clean 
We can all help our waterways, catchments and oceans clean and 
healthy for future generations. The recent flooding saw debris wash 
into the catchment areas, and it is a timely reminder for people to 

dispose of their business and household rubbish appropriately and 
to store it until disposal in locations secure from flooding, so that it 

doesn’t end up in our local waterways.  

Flood damage 
Council has completed an assessment of the damage around the 

region following flooding across the weekend of 7–9 August. 

Flood damage estimated at more than $427,000 occurred to roads, 
parks and infrastructure, and Yass Valley was declared a natural 
disaster zone. Bureau of Meteorology recorded 125mm of rain for 
Yass Valley from Friday 7 to Sunday 9 August. The water level in 

Yass Dam reached 2.45m above Full Supply and resulted in  
25 roads and crossings in the Council area being closed. 

A number of these roads suffered new potholes and flood damage 
to culverts. There was significant damage to Murrumbateman 

Road, Sutton Road Crossing, East Tallagandra Lane, and Shingle 
Hill Way – where about 100m of sealed pavement was washed 
away. The total cost of damage to the local road network is in 

excess of $248,000 and still climbing, with problems arising from 
the rainfall that continued in the weeks after the flood.  

Mayor Rowena Abbey has thanked local SES volunteers and 
Council staff “who worked over the 7–9 August weekend in difficult 

conditions to close roads and crossings, evacuate livestock and 
vehicles, and keep residents safe and informed.” 

“Due to the significant amount of damage sustained from the 
flooding and the subsequent disruption to Council’s grading 

schedule, we will be putting in a claim for disaster assistance 
funding for this repair work.” 

Get-Ready Weekend 
Council encourages families, friends and neighbours to use the 
NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) ‘Get-Ready Weekend’ on 19–20 
September to prepare for bushfire season and start a broader 

conversation about being aware of and preapred for all hazards.  

Five simple steps in bushfire preparedness are: 1) Know your risk. 
 2) Plan now for what you will do then. 3) Get your home ready. 

 4) Be aware. 5) Look out for each other. 

Please follow your local RFS Brigade’s Facebook page for  
up-to-date information.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) – Council updates 

Remember: You can find regular updates on disruptions to Council 
services and facilities by clicking on the red banner at the top of 

each page of Council’s website, and in the table at  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/ 

 

Allan Savory is founder of the globally recognised 
Savory Institute and of Holistic Management.  
The Savory Institute is recognised as a world leader 
in the education and implementation of regenerative 
agriculture around the globe, with Allan’s 2013 TED 
talk ‘How to fight desertification and reverse 
climate change’ being viewed over 7 million times.  
Thousands of farmers and pastoralists across the 
globe have now adopted Holistic Management 
practices. Conservation projects, NGOs, universities 
and government agencies across five continents are 
also practising regenerative agriculture to restore 
the environment. 
This is a FREE online event, but bookings need to be 
made via Humanitix to access the presentation: 
https://events.humanitix.com/tony-coote-am-
memorial-lecture-with-allan-savory 

Gary Nairn AO 
The Mulloon Institute, Chairman 

 

 

Gundaroo Community Association  
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 23 September 2020, 7.30pm 

Soldiers’Memorial Hall 

The COVID-19 restrictions mean that meeting numbers in the 
Hall are limited to 26. If you wish to attend, please  

RSVP by Monday 21 September to 
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com  

Agenda 

1. Annual reports from office bearers and sub-committees 

2. Election of Office Bearers 

All committee position are up for re-election.   
Nominations are welcome 

 

 

Gundaroo Social Tennis Club 
Anyone for tennis?... Our kids are having such fun at their 
tennis lessons, we thought the adults might like to have a 

social game or two themselves? 

We are gauging community interest. Everyone is welcome. 

Suggested times (so far) are Tuesday evening (5:00–6:00pm) 
and Sunday morning  (9:00–11:00am), although you would not 

be required to attend both. A $2/session fee will help 
maintain the court and assist the school with its upkeep. 

Please contact Kylie Martin or Virgina Dixon with your 
interest, and preferences for Tuesday/Sunday, and times. 

Kylie Martin on Kyliem1975@gmail.com  
Or text Gin on 0410 575 581. 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/covid-19/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018MeTCRwdfqLeYVJ2RJeJIKSvnOMd0NoMSLvkS0utoFYUuDrJSLC9YeO8kvd7YF7KOWNoKcq7XuiZFxRZ97Lj4pmq_rxfmoVNnBaK32CeEtPSVwgvrciJup5JTWqgAWzl7xnayRO5kTa9V5WQZUP5YA==&c=202sXtuTlR8KMyz0DVsB6ZOIKFcagKpOyky_5rlIe7wSI042jhvn8w==&ch=Gvh7PW7tCoE03AKlPCN7P4VVVwDfnxlfZIKJtHKaZdkTOyyjFHFgSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018MeTCRwdfqLeYVJ2RJeJIKSvnOMd0NoMSLvkS0utoFYUuDrJSLC9Ybf0wxtCrSwvzEORH8Ix5YcjdqcsBSpg2yvuYIlm7oAFO5yAATMzm28eMaFa9SuFtfrYIHQ_K_FxsDIISXM4QpSL2LrF6H3ajcVMsgOx1nr02DZBrtdHSoOyi5c4WFXayRwP_ItYvkBL8xrrGLzCqtm_fO9tAUekrNsb3ssMLRWCuPb-Y-yhMWmQCy22tMCeE1vTEXApCChS6oETTE7cNCo=&c=202sXtuTlR8KMyz0DVsB6ZOIKFcagKpOyky_5rlIe7wSI042jhvn8w==&ch=Gvh7PW7tCoE03AKlPCN7P4VVVwDfnxlfZIKJtHKaZdkTOyyjFHFgSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018MeTCRwdfqLeYVJ2RJeJIKSvnOMd0NoMSLvkS0utoFYUuDrJSLC9Ybf0wxtCrSwvzEORH8Ix5YcjdqcsBSpg2yvuYIlm7oAFO5yAATMzm28eMaFa9SuFtfrYIHQ_K_FxsDIISXM4QpSL2LrF6H3ajcVMsgOx1nr02DZBrtdHSoOyi5c4WFXayRwP_ItYvkBL8xrrGLzCqtm_fO9tAUekrNsb3ssMLRWCuPb-Y-yhMWmQCy22tMCeE1vTEXApCChS6oETTE7cNCo=&c=202sXtuTlR8KMyz0DVsB6ZOIKFcagKpOyky_5rlIe7wSI042jhvn8w==&ch=Gvh7PW7tCoE03AKlPCN7P4VVVwDfnxlfZIKJtHKaZdkTOyyjFHFgSw==
https://events.humanitix.com/tony-coote-am-memorial-lecture-with-allan-savory
https://events.humanitix.com/tony-coote-am-memorial-lecture-with-allan-savory
mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
mailto:Kyliem1975@gmail.com
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From ‘The Desk’ 
Thank you for the numerous compliments about the 
August edition. It is rewarding to hear that the Gazette is 
read and appreciated. Apparently some readers felt the 
August edition struck just the right ‘tone’ and ‘balance’ 
for a ‘village newspaper’. It wasn’t deliberate on my part. 
But let’s see if we can replicate it.  

What a pleasure to welcome Peter Cassidy as another 
contributor to The Gundaroo Gazette. And Steve Roberts, 
who wrote our first ‘Counterpoint’ column. They join 
other Gundaroo ‘locals’ and Gazette readers who like to 
write articles about local stuff that many of us relate to. 
They include, in my time, David Bishop, Wayne Kotzur, 
Marion Meischke, Elizabeth Kovacs, Lana Mitchell, Cate 
Thomas, Geoff Burton, Ron Miller, Jane Goodall, Anne 
Pellegrino, Jed Johnson, Kate Ulrick and Emma 
Woodland, Robyn Thorne, Barbara Westerway, poet Phil 
Evans, and Kath Kennedy for her photos. Phew!  

More random bits of humour this month – mostly internet 
spam forwarded by my Murrumburrah truckie mate. Why 
it arrives in his Inbox first and not mine is beyond me.  

Thank you as always to all our regular columnists, our 
Community Noticeboard contributors, our distributors, 
and our advertisers, who we should strongly support.   

Until next month 
Your Editor / Custodian 

2020 Program remains suspended  
until further notice.  

Subscription refunds available on request. 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00am to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
You can book the Hall – with conditions 

The Hall is taking bookings at the moment, but use will 

still be limited until the 4m
2

-per-person rule is removed.  

We will use the guidelines issued by Yass Valley Council 

for the use of shire halls. 

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo Film Society 
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NSW Rural             c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Get-Ready Weekend 2020 – Prepare Act Survive  

On Saturday 19 September, you can drop in between 10am and 3pm to our Fire Station in Cork Street, Gundaroo. Across NSW, 
many Rural Fire Brigades will be opening their doors and conducting the Get-Ready Weekend to provide new and old residents 
with information to help them prepare for the upcoming Fire Season. You can speak to us about your Bush Fire Survival Plan and 
preparing your home and property, pick up a ‘New Resident Welcome Pack’, and talk to us about any other concerns you may 
have. We want you to take away valuable information to help you and your family be prepared in the event of a bushfire. Due to 
COVID-19, NSW Health Guidelines will be observed. Save the date and GET READY FOR THE UPCOMING FIRE SEASON. 

For Your Safety 

There have been two recent structure fires within our Gundaroo area, and we remind you to do your Winter Fire Safety 
Checklist. To check out more than listed below visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au 

Smoke alarms ― Did you know that smoke alarms only have a lifespan of ten years? Check your alarm to see if it’s in date. You 
may need to purchase a new one. Make sure you have enough smoke alarms installed to cover the area of your home. Test 
that your smoke alarm is working, and if not, change batteries or replace the alarm. Give your smoke alarm a vacuum to 
remove dust and insects.  
Fireplaces and Chimneys ― Clean chimneys and flues regularly or pay a qualified tradesperson to do the job for you. Open 
fires should have a fire screen placed in front of them to help stop sparks and embers falling out the front. Store the wood pile 
at least one metre away from the fireplace. Remember to keep matches and lighters out of reach of children and stored away 
from the fire too.  
Fire extinguishers ― dry chemical powder fire extinguishers (red with a white band) should be turned upside down for 10 
minutes every six months to ensure that the powder is free flowing.  

Bush Fire Danger Period 2020/21  
The Southern Tablelands Bush Fire Danger Period (BFDP) is scheduled to commence on 1 October 2020. This date may be 
brought forward dependent upon local conditions etc. Any decision to change the commencement date of the BFDP will be 
communicated. If you are unsure, please ring our Gundaroo Captain, Michael Cliff 0428 494 403 or Senior Deputy, Ian Robinson, 
0408 625429. 

Donations   

Thank you to the following residents for their recent donations – Marty O’Connor, Mel Lawrence and contributions to our 
Donation Buckets at Cork Street Café and Gundaroo Colonial Inn. 

Incidents  

Our Brigade Captain, Michael Cliff reported the following since last report:  
  20 July – Group 4 Meeting held at Gundaroo  1 August – small grass fire in the village. 

GRFB Training  

Training is held on the last Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7.00 pm at the Fire Station. The next scheduled training 
dates are 26 August and 30 September. Strict COVID-19 rules apply to keep everyone safe. Stay away if you are feeling unwell.  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

    Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

Tractor & Slasher hire Driveways & repairs   General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and 
parts of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
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1st Gundaroo Scouts

The 1st Gundaroo Scout Group continues to meet at our local community Hall on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings. It is great to see the Hall back in use, although we’re all looking forward to the 
return of warmer weather and daylight saving, so we can do more activities outside around 
Gundaroo Park. 

Last week we combined our Cubs and Scout groups for a very special occasion. We formally welcomed 
Austin M and Cooper B to our Cub section in the Investiture Ceremony. A key element of this ceremony is their 
commitment to the Scout Promise. 

The Scout Promise is one of many elements of the program that has been 
recently updated by Scouts NSW as part of an overhaul of the entire 
Scouting curriculum. The new promise is more inclusive than the one it 
replaces, and encourages our youth members to do their best, be true to 
their beliefs, contribute to their community, and to help other people.  

The New Youth Program is the biggest change in scouting in over 40 
years, and incorporates the latest research to modernise the movement 
whilst keeping true to the best elements of scouting. We will be moving 
to the new program over the next twelve months or so, and we’re 
looking forward to learning more about it as we embark on this program. 
More information can be found on the Scouts NSW Webpage here: 
https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/new-youth-program/ 

 

Investiture 

The situation with COVID-19 remains dynamic. Scouts NSW recently 
suspended all overnight activities, and we are now seeking alternative 
arrangements for our Scouts, who were planning overnight hikes in the 
next school holidays. Our Scouts will no doubt address this challenge 
with their usual enthusiasm and creativity at their Troop Council.  

An active support committee 
administers 1st Gundaroo. These 
wonderful volunteers manage our 
financials, and help with fundraising 
and other behind-the-scenes activities   Parade 
 to allow our Leaders to focus on their great work with the youth members. 
The best news is you don’t need to be a parent to support our group. If you 
are able to give us a couple of hours a month to help the support committee 
continue to function, please let me know.  

If your children would like to try Cubs (ages 8–11) or Scouts (ages 11–14), they 
are welcome to come down to the Hall and try out scouting before choosing to 
take the Scout Promise and being formally Invested into the group. Please give 
me a call to make arrangements. 

 
Rocket balloon          Phil Gaden 

Group Leader 
0413 137 761 

 
 

  Sutton 
Mobile 

Stockfeeds 
Opposite ‘The Baker 

at Sutton’ 
Saturdays 

7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays 

3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

Remember ‘paraprosdokians? 
Para what? 

(The Gazette has done this before, quite a while ago.) 

Derived from the Greek para, (against) and prosdokia (expectation),  
it gives a name to the figure of speech where the second part of a 

sentence is not what the reader or listener expects.  
It is very popular with stand-up comedians (especially Steven Wright)  

and some clever politicians (like Winston Churchill). 
Here are three I haven’t seen before.  

Did you know in the Canary Islands there is not one canary? And in 
the Virgin Islands, the same thing – not one canary there either. 

I bought my husband a Pug. Despite the rolls of fat, the wrinkles, 
the bulging eyes and being plain ugly, the Pug seems to like him. 

My neighbour banged on my door at 2am today. I didn't let him in.  
I mean who turns up to a party in their pyjamas and slippers? 

 

https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/new-youth-program/
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Gundaroo School News   

 

 
 

This little pandemic continues to put a bit of a dampener 
on the school calendar. But there is still plenty 
happening inside the school gates! 

We’ve had our cricket pitch resurfaced, thanks to the 
P&C, Phoebe B and David and Nancy from Keeping it 
Green, and now that the water has dried, it’s ready to be 
used! The children are very excited. 

We’ve also just finished National Science Week – the 
focus of this month’s photos.  

Had 2020 gone to plan, things would be in top gear, 
planning and preparing for our 40th Quiz Night. Sadly, 
this is going to need to take a break this year. As it is our 
main fundraiser for the year, we will soldier on, this year 
in the form of an online silent auction. We are asking for 
community members to donate a good or service to be 
auctioned, with all offers, large or small, greatly 
appreciated. This could be a dozen eggs, a delicious 

home-made cake, or perhaps a weekend of labour! If 
you have something in mind that you would be willing to 
contribute, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at 
gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au . 

As with all things 2020, our Kindy Orientation plans are 
somewhat up in the air, but we will do something! If you 
or someone you know has a child or children planning to 
start school next year, please encourage them to get in 
touch if they haven’t already. This will help us to keep 
everyone in the loop with what our plans are. 

Coming up in the next Gazette – COVID-style cross 
country and Athletics Carnival, Write a Book in a Day, 
Bike Week, and Tournament of Minds.  

Stay tuned.  

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 

 

mailto:gundaroo-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 

 

The modern school – composing, 
sketching, researching 

By BarbaraWesterway 

The August Gazette delighted me with our Editor “making 
space for some humour.” What a barrel of laughs I had 
from…’Some light relief’ (pages 3 and 7). It was a huge release 
from the avalanche of reports on COVID-19 that have 
appeared in all sections of the media lately. 

As Kristy McBain, the recently elected Member for the 
federal electorate of Eden-Monaro stated, “Publications like 
The Gundaroo Gazette are the life blood of small 
communities”. I couldn’t agree more; and what was 
interesting to note was that, as well as the pieces of ‘light 
relief’ that were featured, the Gazette still contained all the 
usual information and local news, reports, historical pieces 
and informative advertisements we are used to seeing. 

I enjoy receiving the Gazette. As a great-grandmother and a 
retired teacher (I have taught every grade from Kindergarten 
to the Higher School Certificate in both state and private 
schools), I welcome Nigel Trethowan’s ‘Gundaroo School 
News’ page. Although I am retired, I am still very interested 
in education and I am always impressed with this village 
school. Whenever I visit or pass by, the children there are 
active, vocal and enthusiastic, but also well-behaved. If they 
ever find you wandering forlornly around the school 
grounds, a student will come up to you and politely enquire 
whether you need help.  

The teachers at the school are innovative, positive and caring, 
and the children are encouraged to care for and respect one 
another regardless of differences. During recesses, the 
playground is a field of activity, voices and laughter. If the 
weather is good, lunches are eaten out of doors, monitored by 
a teacher. Pupils put up their hand to indicate they’ve finished 
their lunch and are seeking permission to leave the seated 
group to go and play. All very civilised!  

Before COVID-19, when parents and families were able to 
attend school assemblies, I always enjoyed watching the older 
children run the proceedings. Such a marvelous opportunity 
for them to develop confidence and practice their public 
speaking skills. 

In my day, school uniforms 
were very dull, which is why I 
particularly enjoy the 
photographs of the children 
on the school news page 
wearing their bright blue and 
red uniforms and their wide 
smiles. No black, brown, navy 
or dismal grey uniforms here! 
Bright blue track-pants or 
skirts and sharp red t-shirts 
are the order of the day. Yes, 
Mr. Trethowan, much has 
changed since you began your 
teaching career, and even 
more has changed since I took 
my first Kindergarten class in 
1950. 

In a previous Gazette, there was 
a photo of a long table laden 
with ‘work packs’ for classes to 

take home to work on. With great-grandchildren in both 
Kindergarten and Year 4, I witnessed the school’s efforts to 
assist parents with home-schooling in the earlier part of the 
school year. The wealth of material sent home for children in  

 

 

the different grades by teachers who had had almost no time 
to adapt to the challenges of the COVID situation was truly 
impressive. 

Included in the work packs for Year 4 was a project about 
the history of the village. The pupils had to research, 
comment on, and illustrate ‘similarities and differences’ in 
Gundaroo ‘then and now’. Titled ‘Changes over Time’, this 
school project required pupils to discuss ‘how our 
community has changed? What aspects of the past can be 
seen in the current village?’ They also had to identify a 
significant building or part of the natural environment in 
Gundaroo and discuss its importance. 

I was a ‘bush kid’ during my childhood and I was home 
schooled for a number of years. I lived in Wilcannia and then 
Cobar on a sheep property with my mother, my aunt and 
uncle, and four boy cousins. When my great-granddaughter 
Mackenzie had to write a piece about ‘daily life on a farm as a 
10-year-old’ as part of her project, she interviewed me and 
pumped me for information about my childhood in the bush.  

She then wrote about having her mother as her teacher, 
cleaning out the shearing shed, mutton stew, her aunt’s 
famous apple pie, living through droughts, and the weekly 
bath. When I was a kid out west, my four cousins and I shared 
the same bath water, and during the drought I prayed every 
night for rain. Given the recent drought, it would be 
interesting to know how many of today’s families resorted to 
similar water-saving efforts. 

The project also required 
each pupil to write about 
an interesting or 
important person in the 
village today, and 
Mackenzie chose ‘Phil the 
Fruiterer’. She stated “Phil 
interests me because he 
gets to go to different 
places. He gets to meet 
new people and also see 
familiar faces and friends. 
He does not live in 
Gundaroo but he is an 
important part of our 
community because he 
provides us with fresh 
fruit and vegetables every 
week. He is kind, funny, 
and has a warm and caring 
personality. He welcomes 
everyone to Gundaroo with a smile on his face”. 

The final part of the project was to list Celebrations in 
Gundaroo and then Celebrations and Commemorations in the 
rest of the world, including some from the major religions. I 
was pleased to see that the children were being encouraged 
to recognize that there are other religions apart from our 
own. It’s never too early to learn to have respect and 
tolerance for other people’s way of life. 

Mackenzie chose the Buddhist celebration of OBON (Japan) 
where the people honour the spirits of their ancestors and 
float lighted candles and lanterns on rivers and the seas. They 
also clean and decorate the graves of their loved ones. Not 
too different from some of our own rituals. 

I found the project fascinating reading. It was another 
example of the excellent job the Principal and Staff of the 
Gundaroo Public school do in educating the children of the 
village and farms. As a former teacher, I would like to thank 
them for their hard work and dedication 
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 
  

FESTIVAL CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

McGrath Gundaroo 

Music Festival update 

We are currently determining whether we can host a live 

music event on the scheduled day that the GMF was set to 

go ahead on 24 October. No promises yet, but we are 

doing the best we can to plan whether we can host a 

scaled-back event on the day and raise much needed 

funds to support those living with MND in our region in 

incredibly challenging times.  

Keep an eye on the GMF Facebook page for more on this 

very soon. 

Festival Organising Committee 

 

‘Spring is sprung, the grass is riz. 

I wonder where the boidies is!’ 
I know, Sir! They’re 
right here!  

That magnificent 
harbinger of Spring on 
the tablelands, the 
Superb Parrot (Polytelis 
swainsonii) has appeared 
in our Gundaroo garden 
and trees.  

(Some very amateur phone 

snaps by your humble Editor) 

 

Counterpoint 
A space for the rare occasions when a reader feels 

compelled to respectfully express a view or  
present evidence that runs counter to an article 

within these pages. 

About ‘fence hangers’  
The Wildcare article in July’s Gazette raises interesting questions. 

Wildlife rescue organisations such as Wildcare and WIRES perform a 

valuable role in educating the public about Australia’s unique wildlife 

and caring for those that may be injured. We must be careful, however, 

that our natural inclination to care for injured animals fails to distinguish 

between the needs of wildlife and those of domesticated animals. 

As a veterinarian, I always try to see things from the animal’s point of 

view, not from any compulsion to care for it. Taking this viewpoint, you 

can then readily imagine the sheer terror of an injured kangaroo when 

approached and handled by people, no matter how carefully the 

intervention is done. 

The following quotations are from the chapter ‘Veterinary 

considerations for the rescue, treatment, rehabilitation and 

release of wildlife’ in Medicine of Australian Mammals,  

by Dr Larry Vogelnest, senior veterinarian at Taronga Zoo, 

responsible for the health and welfare of wildlife admitted to the 

Taronga Wildlife Hospital: 

“It is essential, however, that attempts at relieving suffering do not 
perpetuate an animal’s suffering.” 

“For a wild animal, simply being in the presence of a human 
being, or being placed in a confined foreign environment, may 
induce suffering.” 

“It is rare that the rehabilitation and release of an individual animal 
contributes directly to the conservation of a species.” 

“In many cases, the ultimate effect of release may be suffering 
and death.” 

Another notable quote: “Many studies have demonstrated that 

mortality is high in animals released after rehabilitation.” (Brown and 

Tribe (pp187–197), in Veterinary Conservation Biology: Wildlife 

Health and Management in Australasia. Proceedings of International 

Joint Conference, Taronga Zoo, Sydney 2001,). 

Eastern Grey kangaroos are not in short supply. The 2018 official 

numbers from the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 

were 8,863,305 in the surveyed areas of NSW and 12,341,955 in Qld, 

a total of 21,341,955. 

(http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/ee20f301-6c6c-

44e4-aa24-62a32d412de5/files/kangaroo-statistics-states-2018.pdf). 

Yes, the devastating summer bushfires of 2019 severely impacted 

populations in the affected areas, but there still remains a very 

adequate base for rapid rebuilding, which studies have shown can 

have increases of 67% or more per annum once conditions improve. 

Just because we can do something, doesn’t mean that we should. In 

my opinion, fence hangers should be euthanased as soon as possible 

after discovery to avoid further traumatising the animal. This is done 

most humanely with a shot to the brain by an experienced shooter.  

Steven Roberts 
Gundaroo 

http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/ee20f301-6c6c-44e4-aa24-62a32d412de5/files/kangaroo-statistics-states-2018.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/ee20f301-6c6c-44e4-aa24-62a32d412de5/files/kangaroo-statistics-states-2018.pdf
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On our farms 
A periodic feature about farm life 

  
‘Trig Station 4744 – White’ 

Historic Trig Station find unlocks 
local history 

By Peter Cassidy 

In early 2017, our three families – Cassidy (Peter and 
Wendy), Smith (our eldest daughter Jenna and her 
husband Michael and daughters Lucy and Kate) and 
Gorton (our youngest daughter Philippa and her 
husband Cristian and children Alexandra, Elizabeth, 
Hugh and Georgia) – sold our three homes in the 
Hawkesbury and purchased our new home on acreage 
at Yass River Road, Gundaroo.  

This was a very hard decision for Wendy, as the home 
we sold was built in 1895. It had only ever been owned 
by her family, traced back to Able Seaman Owen 
Cavanough, who stepped ashore to hold the boat for 
Captain Arthur Phillip of the First Fleet. As well as that, 
our grandchildren were the sixth generation to attend 
Wilberforce Public School. We all had a sense of history.  

At the highest point of our Yass River property sits a 
pyramid-style cairn of stones with the weathered 
wooden remains of a pole protruding from the centre 
of the top. It is a Trig Station*, but the vanes were 
missing and the pole holding them needed replacing. 
(*Trig. = trigonometrical station, used in surveying.) 

As a lover of Australian history and especially local 
history, I was intrigued to say the least. After we had 
been here for a month or two, I located the vanes by 
accident in one of our sheds. They were like the pole, 
worse for wear, with bullet holes and tears in the 
metal. But they had signatures in lead pencil with 
dates when the people who signed them were at the 
site (pictured). Pencil written on tin, I found out later, 
does not wear off.  

The names and 
signatures were of 
local families, I also 
discovered. Walmsley, 
Morgan, Butt and 
Rothschild are 
discernable, with 
dates going back to 
the early 1950s. So I 
thought the Trig 
Station must have 
dated back to this 
period. Wrong! It 
dates back to 1878!  

My granddaughter 
Alex Gorton decided 
to use the Trig as the 
focal point in a 

speech she was writing for a presentation at 
Gundaroo school. After her speech, quite a number 
of people came up and asked about the Trig Station.  

 

We then decided to repair and restore the vanes and try 
to return the trig to its former glory. I purchased a new 
metal pole, and with the help of Craig and Jamie at 
Baileys Garage in Gunning we achieved our goal in short 
time. The next step was to 
erect it. My son Andrew 
and grandson Jed (who 
came down from the 
Hawkesbury for the 
occasion) and son-in-law 
Cristian, along with me as 
overseer, completed the 
replacement successfully 
(pictured). 

I then contacted Les 
Gardiner, Manager, 
Cadastral Management 
Unit, Spatial Services, in 
Bathurst NSW, and sent 
him photos of the 
restoration. He not only 
gave me their GOLD STAR 
for the week (which I had 
to promise to return later due to budget cuts, he said!), 
but he sent me a wealth of information and maps. 

This Trig Station 
was constructed 
in 1878 and 
surveyed on 23 
Sept 1880, to 
provide a 
connection to 
the adjoining 
cadastre to 
enable the 
preparation of 
an accurate 

Parish Map and other Cadastral Maps. Portion 138 and 
139 were surveyed/granted in 1837 to Mary Anne White, 
where Les believes the name originated. The accuracy of 
the mark on the TrigSummaryCard in their system is Class 
= ‘2A’ and Order = ‘0’, which means it is ‘Very Very 
Accurate’. The name of Trig ‘White’ was  assigned by the 
Geographical Names Board on 19 Dec 1975. 

The Trig is protected under the NSW Surveying and 
Spatial Information Act 2002. Les Gardiner says the Trig 
is very important to them, as it gives them the same 
point of truth for many measurements over a long 
period of time. They also now have a photo of the Trig 
which they did not have before. 

I have cleared an area around the Trig and it can now 
be easily seen from many angles. We feel very 
privileged to have this Trig on our property and to 
have been able to help preserve an important part of 
local history. 
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Wine tastings $10 (free to members) 
Lunch supplied by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant from 12 to 2pm. 

Bookings are recommended.  

* Cellar Door September Specials * 
Muscat Hot Chocolate  $8 

Museum Estate Tasting Flight* $10 

2014 Estate Shiraz (by the glass)* $16 

*While stocks last 

Cellar Door September Specials 

Grazing Restaurant will be offering their famous Kransky and  
Sauerkraut Roll for the month of October. To complement this, we will 

have our Gundog Hunting Ale available to wash It down!  

New Releases 

2019 ‘The Chase’ Semillon 2018 Rare Game Shiraz 

2019 Hunter’s Semillon  2018 Hunter’s Shiraz 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

 The Pub is OPEN  
 *  *  *  *  *  * 
Tuesday―Sunday 

afternoons and evenings  
variable hours (see page 23) 

Limited table seating only. Bookings advised. 
Sign-in and out required. Social distancing 
and hygiene rules still apply. No mingling. 

(Much extra work is needed to meet our legal 
and health obligations. We appreciate your 
patience, cooperation and ongoing support.) 

GEM Battle semi-final on  
26 September, and more live music 
coming soon if restrictions allow.  

VIRTUAL RAFFLE – Fridays 
Tickets available at the Pub or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

*Watch Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn regularly 
for any changes and new services.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Remembering Gundaroo  
(or hearing for the first time) 

The Gundaroo Store  
Craft Festivals 

By Robyn Thorne 
When Jenny and I established the Gundaroo Store 
Gallery in early 1975, we were adamant that every item 
we stocked would be the work of an individual 
craftsperson. Nothing mass-produced, and certainly no 
imports from China. 

Thanks to the Roseville Handcrafts Group in Sydney, of 
which Jenny and her mum, Ruth, were members, we 
began with a solid base of suppliers; potters, spinners and 
weavers, wood turners, leather workers and others, from 
which sprang a network of craftspeople from many parts 
of eastern Australia.  

Each month we tried to feature a particular craft, inviting a 
craftsperson to come for the weekend to demonstrate 
their skills to the public. Ruth would often set up her 
pottery wheel in the store and chat to customers as she 
worked. The popularity of these demonstration weekends 
led to the idea of an annual Craft Festival, in which as 
many of our craftspeople as possible could come together 
for a major event.  

The first one, held around 1977, was a nail-biting time for us. 
Not only had we never staged an event of this size, but we 
had not even met some of the craftspeople invited, as these 
had been referred to us by friends. Many had not been to 
Gundaroo before and were not quite sure what to make of 
this little semi-deserted village when they arrived on the 
Friday evening. So much was supposed to happen, but 
where were the people coming from? 

One of the first to arrive was glassblower Peter Docherty 
– jovial, bearded, resplendent in fringed leather jacket 
and coon-skin cap, a modern-day Davey Crockett. He set 
up his spectacular ‘glory hole’ furnace on the front 
verandah of the Store, from which great blobs of molten 
glass would be drawn to be blown into all manner of 
beautiful shapes. His furnace used gas at such a rate that 
thick frost would form on the outside of the gas bottle. 

Most of the participants were, or would become, regular 
suppliers of their high-quality craft for our Gallery. Among 

others was Bill 
McDonald, a wooden 
toy maker from 
Goulburn, who made 
brightly painted 
wooden trains and 
tractors. For many 
years, Bill’s toys were 
among the most 
popular items we 
stocked in the Gallery.  

There were several potters. Rod Pedler drove all the way 
from Mclaren Vale in South Australia. Chris Pepper packed 
his Volvo with as many pots as he could cram in, arriving in 
record time from Geelong, with dashboiard-mounted radar 
detector as effective insurance against the unwelcome 
overhead of a speeding fine. Our own local potter, Ian 
Jones, made throwing pots look easy as he worked away at 
the wheel in his studio behind Sally Paskins’ Store. Maurie  

and Shirley Hjort from Exeter in Northern Tasmania came 
with their range of items turned from Huon Pine, sassafras 
and other beautiful Tasmanian timbers. On average, at 
least ten participants would make the journey to Gundaroo 
for the weekend. 

There was folk music as well. I well remember Gillian 
Alcock – Canberra-based folk musician and world-
renowned instrument maker – making beautiful sweet 
sounds on her hammered dulcimer.  

In later years, as part of the festival, we invited medieval  
re-enactors from Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra to 
demonstrate their warrior techniques on the river flats 
below the Store. That can be another story.  

There were 
opportunities for 
children to get 
involved. Bill 
McDonald would 
guide a child’s 
hand as the boy 
or girl created a 
toy soldier or 
some other 
figure on Bill’s 
wood lathe.  

Our forge was in full swing, with 
kids of all ages taking red-hot 
metal from the hearths in semi-
darkness, to be hammered into 
pokers or toasting forks. Years 
later, my GP told me that his son, 
by then working in Belgium, still 
fondly remembered making a 
poker in the forge. Imagine the 
fuss if one were to try this in 
today’s cotton-wool culture. Yet 
in all the years of the festivals, 
there was never an injury. 

In some years, food was supplied 
by the Gundaroo Bush Fire Brigade (as it then was). In other 
years, we staged a sausage sizzle featuring gourmet 
sausages from a butcher in Canberra. There were also 
artisan bread-makers (long before the term ‘artisan’ was 
applied to the kneaders of dough). 

The festivals were generally held in the balmy spring 
weather of early November. From the beginning, the 
events were really well attended, averaging around three 
to four thousand visitors over the weekend, reflecting the 
considerable effort we put into publicity. Apart from 
leaflets and posters, there were radio interviews and even 
an appearance on television with the Brushmen of the 
Bush on one occasion. 

After ten years, we felt the Craft festivals had run their 
course and we needed time for Jenny to recover from breast 
cancer, so we turned to other pursuits. Though we didn’t 
make money from the events, they put us and the 
craftspeople who supported us on the map for the next 
twelve months.  

More than anything, they were great fun! 

 



The Gundaroo Gazette      September 2020 14 

  
Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with 
enjoyable and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about things natural 

By Sue McIntyre 
 

What's for breakfast? 
Although Kookaburras are not an unusual sight in our parts, 
we do not feed ours and they mostly pass their time well 
away from the house. But even from afar, their presence is 
strongly felt in their regular duelling choruses that serve to 
mark out their family territories.   

This winter we've regularly noticed one or more 
Kookaburras unusually close to the house, making us 
wonder if a pair have staked out a nearby hollow, preparing 
to breed. They sit quietly and very intently on suitable 
perches, waiting to swoop on any suitable eatable that 
moves. Through August, Kookaburras have been 
conveniently viewed from our bedroom window picking up 
food from the ground at dawn on freezing winter mornings. 
It is a bit of treat to be able to make natural history 
observations on a winter's morning from under the doona, 
with a cup of tea in hand. 

But what on earth are they eating?   

The experts note that their diet includes crustaceans, fish, 
frogs, mice and reptiles. Fine, but none of these are likely 
around the house on a frosty morning. Too terrestrial, too 
cold. They also eat a lot of invertebrates, which is handy. 
Our dense clay soils do not support worms in any number, 
but I suppose the wet weather may have driven the few we 
have to the surface more often. 

But I may have discovered a part of the puzzle, on viewing a 
photo sent to me by a friend with a shared interest in the 
ecology of that wonderful wildflower, the Early Nancy. 

This caterpillar (pictured) is the larvae of the Pasture Day 
Moth, and the first thing that I found on looking it up is that 
it is exceptional in being able to tolerate bare ground and 
deep frosts in winter. This sounds like an exact match with 
the environment outside our bedroom window, which has 
bare ground, hundreds of Early Nancies, and cold and frost 
in abundance. Sure enough, a look around outside the 
window quickly revealed a number these caterpillars 
lounging around on the bare ground – between snacking on 
the Early Nancies, I suspect. 

Further investigation revealed that this moth has a one-year 
life cycle. The adult moth emerges from the soil in autumn 
and flies around in the day time for some weeks before 
laying its eggs, which hatch with the autumn rains. (No one 
explains what happens when it doesn’t rain in autumn.) The 
caterpillars eat and grow to about 6 cm during winter and 
spring. When ready, they burrow into the soil and pupate 
over summer. 

Given their habit of lying around in the open on winter 
days, the larvae must be an important food, not only for 
said Kookaburras, but Magpies and other ground-foraging 
birds. The larvae are sometimes noted as minor pests of 
cereal crops (and of my stands of precious Early Nancies), 
but given their food includes a number of important weeds 
such as Capeweed (Arctotheca calendula) Storksbill 
(Erodium spp.) and Sheep's Sorrel (Rumex acetosella), its  

 

 

pest status may be more than offset by its weed control 
capabilities … and its ability to provide breakfast for birds 
on cold winter mornings. 

The caterpillar is dark-looking overall, but on close 
inspection, the dull brown can be seen to be livened up 
with orange and yellow markings, as well as two yellow 
spots near the back end. There are also prominent  bristles 
and other hairs when seen close-up. 

Pasture Day Moth (Apina callisto) attacking a flowering 
Early Nancy (Wurmbea dioica). Photo: Madeleine Tranter 

I admit I don’t have the smoking-gun evidence of seeing a 
Kookaburra actually swallow an Apina callisto. But the 
circumstantial evidence is there. Perhaps some of you have 
seen them being eaten – if so, let us know via my website. 
Meanwhile, my hypothesis will stand, and I will 
provisionally forgive the critters for eating the first of the 
spring wildflowers – as long as they continue to feed birds. 

Getting back to Kookaburras, I found out an interesting 
things while ferreting around on the web. They are  
well-known around the world for their raucous laughing 
call, which has been reproduced on various film 
soundtracks, particularly those in which jungle atmospheres 
are being evoked (e.g. Tarzan, Jurassic Park). But did you 
know that the chattery noise that Flipper the dolphin 
'made' in the 1960s television series was adapted from a 
Kookaburra laugh? Who'd have guessed? 

September 2020 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Spring in the garden 
(with some spring flowers to lift your spirits) 

Although I have said this many times in my articles, 
MULCH is the one thing that is going to alter the 
water needs of your garden, and the more often you 
add it, the better your garden is able to cope with the 
onslaught of a hot, dry, windy summer. Now is the 
best time to mulch. 

There has been quite a bit 
in the media regarding the 
types of mulches best 
suited to our gardens and, 
although research is 
sketchy, its worth 
considering. 

It’s been suggested that 
wood-based mulches, i.e. 
pine chip, euc chip and 
forest litter, are not 
appropriate for our 
gardens. The reasoning 
behind this is that wood 
requires nitrogen to break down, and nitrogen is 
extracted from the soil. If this is the case, woodchips 
are doing exactly the opposite of what we want. 

The other interesting point to 
note is the waxes and oils that 
apparently build up around 
the woodchip prevent water 
entering the soil and actually 
create run-off. 

Yates have also done mulch 
tests, and their research 
indicates that large, chunky 
type mulch of the hardwood 
type is the best for preventing 
weeds and is longer lasting. 
This is based on the fact that 
the soil already has well-
composted organic matter 
through it. 

Successful gardening requires soil containing plenty of 
organic matter. To maintain soil quality and structure, 
add compost and mulch to increase nutrient levels. 

To help the soil retain moisture, keep an even 
temperature and suppress weed growth. Add a thick 
(not more than 50mm) layer of organic mulch, such as 
lucerne hay, pea straw or sugar cane straw. I still like a 
forest-litter type mulch. 

The idea of organic mulch is that it should eventually 
decompose, enriching the soil. You should replace it 
at least once a year, and the optimum time for this is 
spring, after fertilising. Remember to keep mulches 
away from the stem of plants to prevent collar rot. 

Soils in some gardens and lawns repel water, enabling 
little or no water to penetrate the soil surface. 
Wetting agents are proving useful in reducing this 
problem, and although a wetting agent is best 
incorporated into the soil, it 
works well sprinkled on top. 
Lawns – for those of you 
brave enough to still be trying 
to grow grass – should be 
aerated to reduce 
compaction from foot traffic, 
and then fertilised.  

My favourite fertiliser at the 
moment is Organic Xtra. It 
contains everything a happy 
garden could want – poultry 
manure, blood-and-bone, 
natural gypsum, seaweed 
extract, fish meal, rock minerals, sulphate of potash, 
rock phosphate, zeolite, and worm castings. All these 
ingredients make amazing cocktail to help with plant 
and soil health. 

Also consider planting more trees in your garden.  
Trees provide more shade, and thereby reduce 
evaporation in the rest of the garden. There is a 
large range of small trees available for all garden 
spaces.  

Having fewer gravel and concrete areas and more 
green spaces will also keep your garden cooler. Yes, 
this may mean more areas to water but ultimately 
it’s better for your health 

September 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com
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Wildcare 
by Phil Machin and Merran Laver 

Poisoning the wrong target 

In the colder months, it is common for furry critters to 
move into our roof and wall cavities. These criiters can 
include non-native rats and mice, as well as our native 
marsupial mice (Antechinus) and possums, or even 
lizards. Naturally, we want to remove or stop whoever 
makes the scuttling noises that keep us awake at night, 
or knocks things over in the shed, leaving behind little 
black sultana-like gifts.  

A common remedy is to reach for a poison, such as a 
rodenticide (rat and mouse bait) that comes in the form of 
loose pellets or a small solid block. These can be very 
effective in reducing rodent numbers. But please consider 
that all animals eating these baits will go through prolonged, 
excruciating pain before they die.  

Many people who use the baits around their household are 
unaware that as well as killing the intended rats and mice, 
they can kill pets and wildlife – either by directly eating it 
(primary poisoning) or by eating an animal killed by the bait 
(secondary poisoning). 

Every winter, wildlife rescue groups see the consequences 
of these accidental poisonings – most often possums and 
owls. Although some recover, with dedicated intensive 
care, time and cost, many do not. If wildlife comes into care 
in time, treatment can be successful. But is often very 
stressful for them, as they need to be kept in captivity for 
up to two months and then fight to regain their lost 
territory when released. 

Wildlife care groups believe prevention is better than cure, 
and making your home rodent-proof is a far more humane 
way of dealing with non-native rats and mice. You might 
first try removing available food sources or blocking their 
entry points into your house. If that doesn’t work, you 
might try using live traps or traps that kill the rat or mouse 
quickly. (Again, consider placement and consider wildlife.) 
Please only use rodenticides as a last resort. 

If you feel you must use bait, producers of rodenticide have 
created small black boxes that are designed so that only 
animals of rodent size can access the bait, thus reducing 
the risk to other animals.   

You can make your own ‘bait station’ by using narrow 65 
mm polypipe that restricts access by wildlife. (DIY bait 
station, Australian Possums and Gliders Carer’s Group) 

 

If you do choose to use rodenticides, please investigate the 
best way to minimise poisoning our precious wildlife. Wrap 
and dispose of any dead rats or mice so that wildlife do not 
eat them and then die slowly from secondary poisoning. 

Google the ‘WIRES wildlife and pesticides’ factsheet, which 
provides additional information about poisons and wildlife. 
So, on behalf of wildlife like Biggles (pictured, in 
rehabilitation), a possum 
who was orphaned when 
his mum died from 
rodenticide poisoning, 
please consider the use of 
these products carefully. 
More often than not, no 
amount of care can 
reverse the process once 
the damage is started.  

If you come across any 
wildlife that appears to be 
sick with poisoning effects 
– e.g. weakness, bleeding – 
please call Wildcare on 
62991966  

6299 1966 
 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Bullocks scoring 50:50 
Since reporting for the last Gazette, the 
Gundaroo Bullocks have played only 
two games due to the wet weather, two 

rounds having been washed out. Of the two games played it 
has been a 50:50 result, with a win and a loss. 

The lads went down 3–2 to Majura Football Club, but had a 
strong win over Gungahlin United Football Club with a 5–1 
belting. Great work, Bullocks! 

 

Four rounds remain of this shortened season. Brett Wagner 
is our leading goal scorer so far with 4 goals, and looking at 
the Golden Boot table, the whole team is chipping in, as 
seven players each have at least a goal to their credit. The 
Bullocks are playing a good clean style of Football, with not 
a single player yet to receive a yellow or red card, keeping 
all players safe for the finals should we make them. 

We’re looking forward to a full 2021 season at our 
rejuvenated home ground and new amenities block here in 
Gundaroo.  

On that note, a recent inspection of our home ground 
revealed plenty of dog faeces on the oval. This is very 
disappointing, as the Park Trust has placed dog waste bags 
around the fence for owners to collect their pet’s poo.  

The sporting groups and Park Managers are investing a lot of 
time, funds and effort to improve this facility for the benefit 
of the whole community. So if you use the oval regularly 
with your pets, please use the supplied waste bags! 

Until next Gazette, go the Bullocks! 
Greg Garrett 

Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 
E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

COVID ‘humour’ 
 

Grab a magnifying glass for this.  

If you’re annoyed about the 
current COVID border closures, 
here’s some recent history to 

reflect on – early 1950s – about 
crossing state borders. 

(Courtesy of Peter Firth’s scrapbook) 

 

 

And below, some examples of 
internet humour … if you haven’t 

already seen them (or created them 
yourself!) 

 

 

mailto:nick@njdrew.net
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn


The Gundaroo Gazette      September 2020 23 

IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of August. They may change again during the 
month, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact 
details remain as listed – for Eateries and for Churches.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great familyfriendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the two advertisements on page 10.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (No standing or mingling) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday 4.00–7.00pm 
Wednesday 4.00–9.30pm 
Thursday 4.00–10.00pm 
Friday  4.00–late 
Saturday 12.00–late 
Sunday  12.00–10.00pm 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advised, via phone or email. (See ad, page 10.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking essential – 0434 041 915 

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package (2hrs allocated): 11.45am to 
1.45pm or 2.15pm to 4.00pm 
Wine Tastings: (45 mins allocated): 12.15pm onwards 
Limited numbers. Book ahead to avoid disappointment. 
For more info, visit our website 
www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of August.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, 
starting at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in 
each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
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