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Gundaroo blessed with memorable Spring events 
Spring has on the whole been very 
kind to Gundaroo.  

We have continued to stay free of the 
virus that has plagued so much of the 
world. Good rain has meant vigorous 
growth of pastures and flowers 
(although some properties have 
suffered flooding). And we have been 
treated to some great entertainment – 
with more to come – and to news of a 
new prize-winning artist in our midst.  

Live music returned to the Colonial Inn 
and to Tallagandra Hill, playing to 
COVID-safe sell-out ‘crowds’.  

At the Inn, three heats of the Gundaroo 
Emerging Muso battle (GEM) over 
three weekends reduced 12 ‘emerging’ 

acts to six for a semi-final, and then 
four performing in the Grand Final on 
24 October. The McGrath-sponsored 
contest was won by Canberra teenage 
singer-songwriter Madi Kate (pictured). 

An evening concert followed, closing 
with Canberra band, Dark Horse 
(pictured, above right). The event was 
known as the Gundaroo Music Wedge – 
an ‘in-between’ event, not a ‘festival’, 
but more than just a concert with one 
or two acts. (A pictorial feature of the 
nine-act Wedge is on pages 10 and 11.)  

Helped by sponsors, roving buckets and 
online donations, the Wedge raised 
$15,000 for MND association of NSW, 
the primary reason the Gundaroo 
Music Festival was created. And at the 
end of November, the pub has two 
evenings of the Great Southern Nights 
concert series. (See ads page 7.) 

Not far out of town, Tallagandra Hill 
Winery – blessed with large open 
indoor and outdoor spaces – has also 

been helping local musicians by holding 
regular music events since re-opening 
in May. (See more on pages 10–11.) 
And more is to come. (See ad page 12.) 

As well as enjoying the return of live 
music to our favourite venues, we also 
had the pleasure of taking part in the 
the Gundaroo School P&C ‘Silent 
Auction’ on Friday 6 November. This 
was organised as an alternative to the 
usual rowdy live auction Quiz Night, 
which is the annual fund-raiser for the 
school. The Silent Auction, conducted 
by the experienced duo of spruikers at 
the pub (Choppy and Scott), was a huge 
success. (See more on page 2.)  

All this excitement was capped off with 
the news that one of Gundaroo’s metal 
fabricator artisans, Dave Perkins, had 
been awarded a $10,000 prize at the 
annual Sculptures in the Garden 
exhibition in Mudgee. And Dave’s prize-
winning sculpture will now be installed 
as public art in the Sculpture Walk in 
Mudgee – valuable recognition and 
exposure. (See more on page 2.)  
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Quotes for the month 
“None are so old as those who have outlived enthusiasm.”  

Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862) 
American naturalist, essayist, poet and philosopher  

“We need leaders not in love with money but in love with 
justice. Not in love with publicity but in love with humanity.” 

Martin Luther King Jnr (1929–1968, assassinated)  
American Christian minister and civil rights activist 
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LOCAL NEWS
Big prize for Gundaroo at 
‘Sculptures in the Garden’ 
Dave Perkins, popular long-time 
Gundaroo resident, has won a major 
prize at the annual ‘Sculptures in the 
Garden’ exhibition in Mudgee.  

At the 10th anniversary of the  
exhibition – the best attended ever, 
despite the COVID-19 restrictions – Dave 
was awarded the $10,000 Friends of 
Sculptures in the Garden Acquisition 
Prize for his sculpture Connect (photo by 
Amber Hooper).   

Connect and the two 
other ‘acquisition 
prize’ works will be  
added to Mudgee’s 
Lawson Park 
Sculpture Walk, a 
public art installation 
on the banks of the 
Cudgegong River.  

Readers of The 
Gundaroo Gazette 
may recall Dave as 
one of three 
Gundaroo metal 
designers and 
fabricators featured 
in the May 2019 

edition, in which Dave described himself 
as a “bushie with a hammer and welder”.  

This sells short  
his ingenuity 
and 
imagination to 
make his 
sculptures from 
pieces of scrap 
metal “to give 
them another 
chance at life”. 
Dave has 
displayed and 
sold many 
sculptures 
privately and at 
exhibitions and 
wineries for several years.  

This was the fifth year Dave has shown 
at Mudgee, where ‘Sculptures in the 
Garden’ is held on the property ‘Rosby’, 
owned by the Norton-Knight family.   

‘Rosby Wines and Guesthouse’ also has a 
Gundaroo connection. The exhibition 
founder and curator, Kay Norton-Knight, 
has a daughter in Gundaroo – Emma 
Gaggin, a resident of Harp Street with her 
husband and three small children. Emma 
was the source of information for this 
The Gundaroo Gazette, especially about 
the event and its history.  

Although Dave has sold many sculptures 
privately and at exhibitions in Mudgee 
and Dungog, he says he is pretty chuffed 
about the recognition that this prize and 
the selection for public art will bring to 
his sculptures.  

Silent Auction surprise 
The school P&C’s fund-raising Silent 
Auction surprised everyone. Open for a 
week to receive donated items and 
conducted on Friday 6 November, the 
Silent Auction more than made up for 
the disappointment of the annual Quiz 
Night and auction having been cancelled 
because of the COVID-19 restrictions.  

The call for donations of items to bid on 
was overwhelming, attracting 49 highly 
diverse items from community 
members and local businesses. These 
included personal and professional 
services, products and equipment, and 
food, wine, and accommodation.  

The auction was completed and the 
winning bids announced as part of the 
Colonial Inn’s Friday night raffle 
Facebook live stream, run by Choppy 
and Scott, with School Principal Nigel as 
a special guest (pictured).  

According to teacher Bec Harris, there 
was a big rush of bids in the last couple 
of hours – even minutes!  

When all the winning bids were 
announced and tallied, the total was 
$7,757. This is a wonderful and surprising 
amount from this novel ‘virtual’ method, 
when compared with the $11,500 raised 
at last year’s highly convivial Quiz Night 
and noisy live auction.  

The money will be put towards a new 
technology space within the school, 
which will include a maker space for 
robotics and a mini film studio.  

The P&C has offered its sincere thanks 
to everyone involved, as yet another 
example of our wonderful community 
coming together to support the 
Gundaroo  school.  

Gundaroo Park works 
speeding up 
The works to upgrade Gundaroo Park 
facilities are moving forward – some 
have said “at a glacial pace”. But 
moving nonetheless  

The road base pad has now been laid 
for the new Amenities Block. Some 
further approvals have been requested 
and are expected soon. (Initial 
earthworks are pictured above right.) 

 

 

The new bore 
is expected to 
be operational 
in November, 
after relocation 
of the pump 
and shed.  

Troy Willoughby 
(Gunning Ag & 

Water) and 
Andrew Lemon 
(APL Electircal 

Services) start re-
routing the  

power and water 
to the new bore.  

The playground shade-and-solar structure 
is awaiting the arrival of revised plans. But 
it still targeted to be completed by the end 
of the year. The specialised footings will be 
the first important stage. The shelter has 
some important requirements for wind, 
weight and height.  

Beyond Gundaroo Park, new boundary 
fencing at the Common has begun, with a 
grant from RES, the new proponents of the 
Springdale Solar Farm.  

“That’s not a fence.” 

Michael Cliff has done the first leg (along 
Dairy Creek Road from the Gundaroo tip 
westward to the corner), and is progressing 
on the northern strain to the Marked Tree 
Road intersection.  

“THAT’S a fence!” 

Historical Society elects new 
President and plans for 2021 
Gundaroo and District Historical Society 
has a new President and Secretary, and 
has farewelled two longstanding 
committee members.  
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At its Annual General Meeting on 
Monday 9 November, the following 
Executive and Committee were elected.  

President: Sue Burns 
Vice-President: Ron Miller 
Secretary: Esther Robinson 
Treasurer/Membership: Allan Gibson 
Archive Officer: Vacant 
Publicity and Promotion: Ron Miller 
Committee: Justin Barwick,  
           Ann Barwick 

Caroline Milne and Peter Firth retired 
from the committee.  

Caroline has provided valuable archival 
skills and knowledge. GSDS has had a 
few members express their interest in 
filling this vacancy, and learning to use 
the Mosaic database.  

Peter was instrumental in establishing 
the GDHS in 2011, and has provided 
steadfast support ever since. He has 
also donated some historical photos, 
providing valuable documentation of 
Gundaroo in the 1970s. Both members 
were presented with gifts in 
appreciation. Peter spoke of his tenure 
with GDHS from its humble beginnings, 
noting that he would have liked to see 
more community involvement. 

In his last role as President, Peter 
reported on the Society’s highlights in 
this past fractured year. They included:  
• The Calendar raised $1248. 
• Esther and Sue forged a link with the Hall 

Museum Society. 
• A Facebook page was set up and new 

information added periodically. 
• Gundaroo Community Association was 

helped to transfer Graeme Challinor’s 
website to a new community website. 

• The Society dealt with about 40 inquiries 
from people researching family histories. 

• The display in the Literary Institute was 
open a couple of days late in 2019. 

A general meeting after the AGM 
discussed some  initiatives for 2021.  
• Do more online including possibly 

including short oral recordings 
• Develop plaques for historic sites in the 

village to provide extra information to 
supplement the brochure. Utilise text 
currently on the website. 

• Reprint the brochure 

There had already been a decision not 
to publish the GDHS Calendar in 2021, 
but to collect photos and be “back with 
bells on” for 2022.  

Council meets residents  
on-site to help solve 
southern flooding 
The Gundaroo Gazette, as a go-between, 
joined an on-site walk on 29 October 
along the Gundaroo South Flow Path with 
the Council’s Engineering Services 
Manager and a consultant hydrologist 
and the landholders badly affected by the 
a new increase in flooding.  

 

The objective was for Council to witness 
and discuss the downstream impact of 
the redirection of overland flow from the 
Common into a single channel in Lot 
Street (pictured). 

While we wait for the detention basin 
and diversion bank proposed for the 
Common to gain final approvals and 
funding, a more immediate solution  
is being sought to relieve the frustration 
and repeated damage suffered by the 
affected landholders in Lot Street and 
Cork Street.  

During the one-and-a-half-hour walk, 
the frank but civil discussions of the 
issues at each ‘inspection stop’ – with 
some persistent disagreements – has 
given the less sceptical hope that 
Council is at last taking this seriously 
and looking for workable solutions.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has followed up 
with Council, and learnt that the 
consultant hydrologist is currently 
assessing some of the ideas offered 
during the meeting.  

Although Council at first offered a 
proposal to redirect the lower flow 
path from the school playing field 
away from the back of the Cork Street 
properties, Council and the 
hydrologist appeared at the end of 
the meeting to agree that slowing the 
velocity of water from the Common 
would be a sensible place to start.  

A series of ‘leaky weirs’ in the Lot 
Street channel is one resident 
suggestion that Council says is now 
being investigated.  

Another not yet deemed worthy of 
assessment, but which has support 
among residents, is a combination 
pipeline and open channel from the 
Lute Street choke down Lot Street to 
Yass River.  

The Gundaroo Gazette spoke to three 
of the landholders after the early 
November rain. All had suffered their 
usual flooding experienced since the 
water flow off the Common had been 
redirected. One had yet another repeat 
of the lid being lifted off the septic tank 
(located where Council had instructed 
nine years ago).  

The Gazette will continue to follow this 
matter through to a satisfactory 
solution for all the landholders.  

Gundaroo tip improvements 
inch forward  
Here is a précis of relevant parts of 
Council’s reply to questions from The 
Gundaroo Gazette about constructing a 
standard hopper pad and unloading 
ramp at the tip.  
• The design is still being finalised.  
• A meeting with staff on site will choose 

the most workable location for “traffic 
flow and logistics”.  

• Construction “will likely take only a 
couple of months from the time it is 
commenced”.  

• “It is hoped that construction can 
commence before the end of this year, 
and if not, early next year.” 

Watch this space.  

Gundog goes green 
Gundog Estate is now officially ‘carbon-
neutral’. Gundog is well-known to 
residents and visitors in Gundaroo, 
where the cellar door is an important 
local outlet for the wine from its Hunter 
Valley and Gundaroo vineyards.  

Gundog has applied a combination of 
carbon mitigation and offsets in the 
winery, vineyards and cellar doors.  

Carbon mitigation includes switching to 
renewable energy, moving to lightweight 
packaging, reducing the size of Gundog’s 
vehicle fleet, switching to LED lighting, 
moving to organic viticulture, and 
utilising organic and plant-based fining 
and processing aids in the winery.  

Offsets have been achieved with certified 
carbon credits bought from India and 
Vietnam, which stimulates investment in 
renewable energy in those countries.  

Gundog Estate Winemaker and 
General Manager, Matt Burton, has 
acknowledged “the incredible support 
of our amazing customers and staff”. 
He has also offered to discuss 
Gundog’s carbon neutral actions with 
those interested in learning more.  

News Shorts 

Bungendore High School 
NSW Dept of Education recently produced a 
revised proposal for the new Bungendore 
High School, following the community 
consultation, in which 89% of the 700+ 
respondents thought the school would benefit 
the community, and 74% of ‘hub’ respondents 
felt the proposed site is appropriate. See: 
www.bungendorehighschoolactiongroup.org.  

Springdale Solar Farm 
RES, the new owners of the 190 ha Springdale 
Solar Farm project on Tallagandra Lane, is still 
working through the process of securing the 
go-ahead from the NSW Government. Sutton 
Solar Action Group (SSAG) continues to 
present evidence challenging the proposal. 
See:www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au  
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com 

 

http://www.bungendorehighschoolactiongroup.org/
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

From ‘The Desk’ 
It’s a pleasure to welcome Geoff Burton’s ‘Epicureanista’ 
column again. Always a pleasure to read. One new 
contributor this month. Chris Gaggin has penned a short 
report about the start of junior cricket, and I hope Chris 
can do this regularly, along with Sean Egan for the 
Gundaroo Goats (seniors) as their season picks up.  

I received a letter at the PO asking several questions of 
those displaying climate action signs. But it was 
anonymous. I would rather it not be before publishing.  

Thank you as always to all our regular columnists, our 
Community Noticeboard contributors, our distributors, 
and our advertisers, who we should strongly support.  

We sadly farewell John and Janny Corry, who have 
moved into Canberra. They’ve been distributing to RMBs 
along Hadlow Drive. Their selfless assistance has been of 
great value. I would welcome offers to take over the 
Hadlow Drive ‘run’.  

Remember that each edition of The Gundaroo Gazette 
now appears on the new community website 
www.gundaroo.org.  

Until next month 
Your Editor / Custodian 

Nominations open for 2021  
Yass Valley Australia Day Awards 

Nominations for the 2021 Yass Valley Australia 
Day Awards are now open. The community is asked 
to nominate outstanding individuals and groups that 
make a significant contribution and difference to 
the Yass Valley.  

Awards categories are:  

•   Citizen of the Year  

•   Young Citizen of the Year  

•   Senior Citizen of the Year  

•   Community Group of the Year  

•   Individual Community Service.  

All award winners will be announced on Australia 
Day, Tuesday, 26 January 2021.  

Council will work with the Rotary Club of Yass to 
ensure the event is COVID–safe and that the proper 
processes are implemented according to the public 
health order in place at the time. More details about 
this will be provided closer to the date.  

Conditions of entry:  

1. Individual nominees must be a resident of the  
    Yass Valley at the time of nomination.  

2. Previous nominees who have not received an  
    award, are eligible to be nominated again.  

3. Community groups or organisations nominated  
    must be located within Yass Valley.  

4. Young Citizen of the Year must be aged  
    under 26 as at 26 January 2021.  

5. Senior Citizen of the Year must be aged  
   over 65 as at 26 January 2021.  

The assessment panel will comprise: Mayor Rowena 
Abbey, Deputy Mayor Nathan Furry, Councillors 
Cecil Burgess and Kim Turner.  

Nominations may be submitted by community 
groups, organisations and individuals using the 
nomination form that is available on Council’s 
website (www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au ) or by 
following this link: 
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2021-
australia-day-awards-nomination-form /  

Hard copies of the nomination form are available 
from Yass Library and Council’s Administration 
Office, at 209 Comur Street, Yass.  

Nominations will close at 5pm on Friday,  
11 December 2020. 

The rosy 
Spring joy 

of  
Cork Street 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2021-australia-day-awards-nomination-form
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2021-australia-day-awards-nomination-form
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Garage Sale Trail 
Taking part in Garage Sale Trail makes garage sales easy. It’s free 

to register and you will be supplied sale tips, good vibes and a 
printable kit of price tags, posters and letterbox slips to help you 

spread the word and get involved online or in your neighbourhood. 

Plus you’ll be backed by a national, state and local media campaign 
promoting your sale as part of the wider event, scheduled for the 

weekend of 21 and 22 November. Make money. Save money. 
Register now at https://www.garagesaletrail.com.au/ 

Major projects – update 
• Work to upgrade more than 951 streetlights to energy 

efficient LED technology has started throughout the Yass 
Valley, including in Gundaroo.  

• Remediation works will be commencing on the footpaths 
along Cork Street and Lot Street in Gundaroo in November 
(weather permitting). The footpath on Cork Street will be 
extended past the Recreation Ground and the footpath on 
Lot Street will be extended to the corner of Morning Street. 

• Yass Valley Way reconstruction is on track and progressing. 
• Heavy patching/shoulder grading around the Local 

Government Area (LGA) for resealing will continue until 
December (extended due to rain delays). 

• Preliminary investigations are occurring throughout the LGA 
for upcoming road rehabilitation. 

• Tenders for 3 timber bridges (two on Burrinjuck Road, one 
on Garry Owen Road) and Nanima Road rehabilitation 
(stage 1) will go to the October Council for approval. 

Australia Day Awards Selection Panel 
The Australia Day Awards selection panel is: Mayor Rowena Abbey, 
Deputy Mayor Nathan Furry, and Councillors Cecil Burgess and Kim 

Turner. Nominations close on Friday, 11 December 2020. More 
information and nomination forms are available on our website. 

Prepare your properties 
Exceptional winter and spring rain has caused greater than normal 
grass growth around the Yass Valley. Council crews are busy trying 

to keep up the mowing schedule on Council-maintained land to 
keep grass growth under control. 

Long grass poses multiple hazards, including a haven for snakes 
and a bushfire threat when the grass begins to dry out.  

Residents should prepare their properties – both rural and 
residential – for the bushfire season. This includes: 

• Keep lawns short and gardens well maintained. 
• Cut back trees and shrubs overhanging buildings. 
• Clean up leaves, twigs and debris around the property. 
• Get more information at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/. 

Prolific weeds this year 
Two weeds are prolific this year as drought conditions have eased. 

With its purple flowers, Paterson’s’ Curse (Echium plantagineum) 
is very identifiable in pastures, roadsides and disturbed land. It is 
poisonous to ivestock with prolonged grazing, and rapidly toxic to 

horses. It is no longer classified as a ‘priority weed’ in the SE 
Regional LLS, and our Weed Inspectors can’t issue control notices. 

Bioconrol and herbicide options are available. Residents should  
seek agronomic advice on the most suitable treatments.  

Cape Weed (Arctotheca calendula) is a low-growing annual weed 
with a distinctive yellow daisy-like flower. Producing up to 4000 
seeds per plant, Capeweed can quickly dominate paddocks and 

lawns, and can be poisonous to livestock if digested in large 
quantities. Chemical control is effective before-flowering begins.  

For more information about these weeds, consult Local Land 
Services, Yass Valley Council Weeds Officer or a local agronomist. 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 9.00am to 1.00pm 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
You can book the Hall – with conditions 

The Hall is taking bookings at the moment, but use will 

still be limited to a maximum of 26 persons until the 

4m
2

-per-person rule is removed.  

We will use the guidelines issued by Yass Valley Council 

for the use of shire halls. 

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo Film Society 

 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

   The Pub is OPEN 

Tuesday―Sunday  
from 3pm till late during  

Spring and Summer 

Limited table seating only. Bookings advised. 
Sign-in and out required. Social distancing and  

hygiene rules still apply. No mingling. 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 
Tickets available at the Pub or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 

Meat supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

 
 

2020 Program remains suspended  
until further notice.  

Subscription refunds available on request. 

https://www.garagesaletrail.com.au/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Sausage Sizzles are back!  
Thank you Gungahlin Bunnings and Activities Organiser Suzie Duffy, for giving us the opportunity to run another successful 
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. Thank you to all our members who helped on the day to cook up 80kg of snags and raise $1950.55.  

Donations  
Thank you to the following residents for their generous donations: Peter Gent and Danny O’Brien. And thank you Bunnings 
Gungahlin for generously donating $1000 to our upcoming kitchen renovations at Gundaroo Fire Station. 
A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible. Pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer.  
Please include your name and address for receipt.  
Contact Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au 
Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 032746      Account No: 015969 

Static Water Supply (SWS) Program  
During bush fires, house fires or motor vehicle accidents, it can be difficult to access water to protect lives and property. The 
SWS program aims to identify properties with sources of water that can be used for firefighting. You can help firefighters by 
prominently displaying a free SWS plate at your property boundary that is readily visible from the road if your property has a 
swimming pool, tank or dam with at least 3000 litre capacity. Signs are available from Gundaroo Deputy, Andrew Nicholls, on 
0414 824 176 or Yass Fire Control Centre, phone: 6226 3100. 

Reminder! Bush Fire Danger Period has begun 
The Bush Fire Danger Period officially began on 1 October 2020. No fires are to be lit for hazard reduction without a Fire 
Permit. You can obtain a free Fire Permit by contacting Gundaroo Captain, Michael Cliff on 0428 494 403, or Senior Deputy, 
Ian Robinson on 0408 625 429. Once you have obtained a Fire Permit, and at least 24 hours before lighting up, you must 
notify Yass Fire Control (Ph: 6226 3100 Monday to Friday during business hours) or go online and log it 
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications. Then notify your surrounding neighbours at least 24 
hours before lighting up. On Total Fire Ban Days, the lighting of any fire is prohibited and your Fire Permit is automatically 
suspended. Always take care and remain vigilant when conducting your burn, and in an emergency, ring Triple Zero (000).  

Fire Permits aren’t required for fires to cook food, provided the fire is in a permanently constructed fireplace, the ground is 
cleared of all combustible materials for at least two metres around, and the fire is completely extinguished before leaving. It’s a 
good idea to have a water source, fire blanket or fire extinguisher on hand. Fire pits, spits and wood-fired pizza ovens can spark 
and cause a fire. Please be extra careful when using them, and remember they are banned on Total Fire Ban Days.  

The rain in recent months has meant lots of grass growth, and by the end of November with hotter days, the grass will dry off or 
cure. Fast moving grass fires may be a real threat to our area this summer, and we urge all residents to keep the grass around 
your home well-maintained and short. 

Incidents  

Brigade Captain Michael Cliff reported two incidents since last report. 
         4 September – MVA involving a truck rollover on Federak Highway             5 September – Pile burn, not recorded 

GRFB Training  

Final training night for this year is scheduled for Wednesday 25 November, commencing at 7.00 pm at the Fire Station. Strict 
COVID-19 rules apply to keep everyone safe. Stay away if you feel unwell.  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 

Free quotes available 
Call Lou on 0412 487 686 

Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and parts 
of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
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1st Gundaroo Scouts

The Scouting movement has always been about giving young people life skills and connecting with 
nature. The 1st Gundaroo Cub and Scout Sections are no exception. This term we are really excited 
to be combining these themes, culminating in a camp where everyone will be put to the test. 

The theme for the camp is survival, and it will be held mid November at a secret location not far 
from the village. 

The Scouts will be living it rough – making their own shelters, finding their own water, and fending for themselves 
(within reason). Our younger Cubs will be joining in where appropriate, but will have the luxury of sleeping in tents. 

There is nothing like the threat of an uncomfortable camp to focus the mind. As such, the youth sections have been 
busy learning how to light fires without using matches (left – fire from flint and steel), and how to filter water using 

natural material (right – gravel, sand and charcoal). 
They are honing their campcraft skills to ensure 
their shelters will keep them warm and dry (or at 
least out of the worst of the weather). 
(Photos by Dave Birtles and Andrew Mackie.) 

The best news is that we are taking new members. 
If you think this is the sort of activity that would 
appeal to your children, they’re welcome to come 
along to an evening meeting and find out what has 
the youth members so excited. The Scouts (ages 
11–14) meet on Monday night between 6:30pm and 
8:30pm. Our younger section (Cubs) aged 8–11 
meet on Tuesday nights between 6:00pm and 
7:30pm. 

We owe special thanks to Dave and Andrew for 
putting together such a fun program, and also to 
our parent helpers, who help keep the wheels 
turning. 

If you have enquiries, please give me a call on 0413 137 761. 

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 
0413 137 761 
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Gundaroo School News   

 

 
 

How we have managed to make it to a November 
Gazette already, I don’t kno. But here we are! 

It has been a steady start to Term 4, with learning in full 
swing.  

In amongst the wet weather, our self-named garden 
group, the Garden Geeks, have made good use of the 
vertical garden donated by the Men’s Shed, and have 
also been working on projects to beautify the school, 
with some new hanging baskets along the verandah of 
the double classroom. 

Book Week was a huge success. Children and teachers 
dressed appropriately to the theme ‘Wild Minds and 
Curious Creatures’, and our Book Fair sales were our 
biggest yet! 

Parents of our 2021 Kindy students attended our off-site 
Kindy Orientation Information Session, and we are 
looking forward to welcoming them for their transition 
days in a couple of weeks’ time. 

We are still waiting on an update to COVID guidelines 
that will let us know which, if any, of our end-of-year 
events are able to take place. Hopefully we will be able 
to share some good news with you!  

Until then, enjoy the Spring weather and I look forward 
to sharing more in the next Gazette.  

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 
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Out and about in Gundaroo 
A random feature about local matters of interest 

 

Country kids 
By BarbaraWesterway 

Last week I was invited to my granddaughter’s home for a 
family taco dinner. When my daughter and I arrived, the 
kitchen was a hive of activity. Sophie’s children have been 
taught to help around the 
house. The five-year-old was 
busy grating cheese and 
carrots for the tacos, and his 
ten-year-old sister was 
chopping up the avocados 
and the tomatoes.  

When I was her age I could 
arrange flowers, and set a table, 
but that’s about all. (I think I was 
supposed to marry a rich man!) 
Mackenzie can put a meal on 
the table if required. 

I remember my husband being very impressed by country kids 
when we had our hobby farm. He came home one evening 
after his ‘farming weekend’ saying, “country kids are 
marvellous, just plain marvellous!” It appeared that our 
neighbour’s 12-year-old son had come up to him in the home 
paddock. “Hey Mr. Westerway, one of your sheep is down. It’s 
in a pretty bad way! Fly strike!” 

Peter expressed his concern and the boy continued, “Want 
me to slit its throat for you?” Peter said he was very alarmed, 
but the boy went on, “It’ll be very quick, I’ve done it before. 
Best put the poor thing out of its misery.” 

Amazed, but grateful, Peter agreed, and off they went to 
dispatch the sheep. He was still muttering about it when we 
went to bed that night. 

It reminded me of the time out west when my aunt was 
bitten by a venomous Eastern Brown snake. My uncle and 
my eldest cousin Neil were out mustering sheep and fixing 
fences on a neighbour’s property, and we three girls and my 
youngest cousin, Pip, were the only ones at home. 

Aunt Maisie staggered inside and rang for help on the 
‘party line’ (which was all we had in the Bush), and another 
neighbour said he’d come straight out and get her and for 
us to meet him at the front gate. 

Neither my aunt nor my little mother could drive, so 9-year-
old Pip climbed into the farm truck. He couldn’t get it into 
gear properly, so he drove it in reverse to the gate (about two 
miles!). Aunt Maisie survived. 

Recently my great-granddaughter had to do a school project 
about changes to the village of Gundaroo. I immediately 
thought of mobile phones (one of those would have been very 
useful on the day the snake bit my aunt), and the enormous 
variety of entertainment now available – like the masses of TV 
programs and movies – compared to my years in the Bush. 

 

 

There was no TV then of course, and the radio was reserved 
for the news and very occasionally for a special serial we 
were all allowed to listen to. 

We had to make our own entertainment in those days. Mostly 
my mother read to us all after dinner. She was a magnificent 
reader. She always stopped at the most interesting or exciting 
part and would have us all begging for her to go on. But she 
would just smile her sweet smile, put her finger to her lips and 
say softly, “tomorrow, same time, same place.” 

I often watched my uncle 
when mother was reading. 
He was a hard, cold man, and 
he didn’t sit at the dinner 
table like the rest of us. He 
would push back his chair 
and be working on mending 
bridles or belts, pretending 
not to be interested in the 
story. But when she started 
to read The Swiss Family 
Robinson and later Tarzan of 
the Apes, I noticed that he 
moved his chair a bit further 
forward each night until   Country kids hard at work 
he was sitting at the table like  
the rest of us. 

We all sang, (mother and aunt 
Maisie had beautiful voices 
and could harmonise). My 
aunt played the piano (very 
old and mostly out of tune), 
cousin Bill played the ukelele 
and Neil played the guitar. 
Then came Charades, ‘I Spy’ 
and finally Cards. 

When Peter and I had 
Sunnyridge (in the 1980’s) 
country people could still show us how to have a good time. 
‘Wool Shed’ dances, where the locals provided the music, or 
big community barbecues (often raising money for the RFS 
or some local charity) and special celebrations like the 
Annual Spring Ball held in a local hall somewhere. 

Often the floor in the hall was rather worn and sloped down 
in some places, which meant that you had to be careful to 
check your speed as you approached. We saw several slips 
and near-misses over the years. 

Another hazard was the toilets. Thirty years ago, they 
weren’t all like they are today. Mostly they were the ‘Pan’ 
type, in a little outhouse in the long grass, lit by a candle in a 
glass jar on the floor. 

All rather primitive, but the evenings were always great fun. 
Those were the days! 

In this very difficult time when we are dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, it is good to see that the 
Gundaroo community is doing well (as is most of the ACT 
also). So here’s hoping for a return of friendly gatherings, 
and ‘togetherness’ activities in the not too distant future. 

Be careful, stay safe, and keep smiling! 
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Live music returns to Gundaroo 
By a Staff Reporter  

FESTIVAL CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

McGrath Gundaroo 

Music Festival update 

As is now a well-established convention, the social 
distancing and related restrictions and rules that have 
sensibly been imposed to contain the COVID-19 
pandemic meant that the 2020 Gundaroo Music 
Festival couldn’t be held in any festival form.  

Nevertheless, the GMF organisers still put together a 
memorable substitute – the Gundaroo Music Wedge – 
so named because it was an ‘in between’ event, i.e. not 
a full-on festival, but a lot more than just a one or two 
act concert. (I’m told that the term is derived from a 
pub bar convention, where a ‘wedge’ means that you 
have bought yourself a drink in between shouts.) 

The McGrath Gundaroo Music Wedge enabled the 
community to again celebrate the life and dream of 
founder Scott Windsor, and to maintain public and 
financial support for those living with Motor Neurone 
Disease (MND).  

Graham Opie, CEO of MND NSW, said that this was the 
first community event this year for MND NSW, and was 
delighted to know that the event raised $15,000.  

This special day and night event was held at the 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn seating the audience in the 
permanently covered open dining area and the 
outdoor beer garden – all well-sheltered by marquees 
and tightly strung tarps. Musicians performed on the 
professional and well-sheltered outdoor stage.  

Over the several hours, the audiences were treated to 
a total of ten musical performances – six in the 
afternoon, including the four Gundaroo Emerging 
Muso (GEM) Grand Finalists, and four invited 
professional acts at night.  

The afternoon was a reasonably casual affair. 
Complying with socially distanced seating, audience 
members came and went, bought their own food and 
refreshments, and enjoyed the performances. The 
well-constructed shelters protected the performers 
and the audience during several heavy downpours.  

The evening was a special VIP catered dinner event to 
thank and honour the Wedge’s loyal and generous 
sponsors (listed).  

 

 

Felicity Dowd, popular winner of the first GEM battle 
in 2019, was the opening act of the afternoon. 
Felicity’s clear and versatile voice, self-assured solo 
guitar work, and diverse repertoire of tuneful songs 
with memorable lyrics and subjects – mostly her own – 
showed why she was the judges’ choice last year.  

Interviewed by Dina 
Tsakiris after her 
performance, Felicity 
confessed to not 
having yet used her 
prize of  recording 
time, but had been 
playing quite a few 
local gigs and 
building her 
experience.  
She loved the GEM 
battle last year.  
“It was so 
community-focused, 

and everyone involved was so supportive. It helped  
calm my nerves.”  

Felicity’s advice to the GEM Grand Finalists was “don’t 
get too nervous. It’s truly a lot of fun.”  

GEM Grand Finalists 
 

 

Madi Kate 
Original catchy 
songs, with 
personal lyrics. 
Assured solo 
guitar, flat pick and 
fingers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dalmations 
Talented duo on guitar and 8-string bouzouki. 
Combination of Australian and Balkan folk history. Good 
songs with thoughtful lyrics.  

Sponsors 
McGrath (naming rights) Fire Integrity Services 
SI Tech Littlewood Constructions 
Monaro Screens Control and Electric 
Village Building Company Complete Constructions 
Body Shop Smash Repairs Barmco Mana McMurray 
Hydromatic Lions Club Gunning 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn Tallagandra Hill Winery 
Bella’s Feast& Rolling Hills Kitchen Capital Brewing Co 
Rotating Head Big Little Productions 
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Live music returns to Gundaroo 

Kiara Jana 
14yo aspiring singer and 
actress. Solo ukelele, original 
compositions,  
slow and reflective.  
Powerful  versatile voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Von Blake 
Family 
Singers  
Local family, 
dad and two 
daughters. 
Multiple 
instruments. 
Covers only. 
Magnificent 
harmonies. 

 
After careful deliberations, the judges declared Madi Kate 
the McGrath Gundaroo Emerging Muso for 2020.  

 

The afternoon show closed with a very professional polished 
set by the Chris Harland Blues Band.  

 

Three evening bands 
Popular ‘part-local’ group, Zac and George 

Country originals 

Lucy Ridge and the Derby Widows 
8-member Jazz band 

                

Dark Horse 
   Rock covers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tallagandra Hill …‘We love local’ 
When re-opening became 
possible mid-year, restrictions 
nevertheless made private 
functions somewhat 
troublesome. So David and 
Mary tried a new approach. 

Wanting to continue 
supporting local artists 
whenever possible, they 
created a ‘We love  local’ 
festival, setting a modest 
target of about four events, to be held inside the function 
centre, which can accommodate 87 people seated and 
appropriately spaced. 

They were so popular, especially with Gundaroo folk, that, 
since May, the venue has hosted 15 ticketed events, all fully 
booked. Local musicians – established 
but without a high profile, and 
struggling in 2020 – have appreciated 
the opportunity to keep performing.  

Performers have been diverse – a jazz 
band, a string orchestra, blues, folk, Oz 
rock, and country music.  

The warmer weather has made 
courtyard performances workable, 
and they are now being tried on Sundays, without ticketing.  

The possibility that performers could do both Tallagandra Hill 
and the pub in one weekend may be worth considering. 
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch supplied by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant from 12 to 2pm. 
Bookings are recommended.  

Grazing’s legendary kransky + sauerkraut roll will continue  
to be available at the cellar door every Saturday and Sunday. 

Looking for some red wines that will pair perfectly  
with the coming summer months?  

Come in and try our pinot noirs, Sparkling Shiraz  
and Hunter’s Shiraz.  

*We are currently hiring* 

Positions would be suitable for locals looking for  
1 or 2 shifts per fortnight. No evening work.  

NOTE:  Cellar Door will be closed for 24 to 27 December. 

New Releases 

2020 Riesling  2020 Wild Semillon 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

Gunning Butcher Shop 
 

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/


The Gundaroo Gazette     November 2020 13 

Epicureanista 
An occasional column about food and wine 

By Geoff Burton 
Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 

The Remains of the Day 
Many of the changes to our day-to-day activities that we 
have endured this year have been unwelcome and 
inconvenient. But others have presented glimpses of new 
ways of living that may suggest a better way forward, and 
we hope that they prevail.  

For instance, I am excited by the idea that more people may 
be able to choose to work from home, thereby replacing the 
bowl of cereal and the rush out the front door each morning 
with a leisurely home-cooked breakfast, and the time to 
brew coffee just as you like it.  

I am even more excited about the complete disappearance 
of the ubiquitous Breakfast Buffet from all the hotels of the 
known world. Once again we can celebrate and enjoy the 
individually cooked breakfast, whether it be a spicy Asian 
awakener or the guaranteed formality of the ‘full-English’.  

This is a story about breakfasts, and it starts in the faded 
dining-room of the Grand Hotel Kolkata in 1971. The 
Liberation War had been won and Bangladesh was struggling 
to its feet as the world’s newest independent country. The 
monsoon rains were at full force, flooding the entire Bengal 
delta and making the short flight into the bomb-damaged 
Dacca airport dangerous and infrequent. Waiting for the rains 
to stop and the flights to resume, the Grand Hotel hosted a 
motley bunch of reporters, TV news crews, post-war scrap 
metal buyers and other adventurers. I was there with a small 
film crew assigned to tell the story of the birth of a nation.  
We were all collected at the Grand Hotel for the same reason 
– the hotel owned the city’s most reliable Telex machine, our 
only timely link to the outside world. 

I recall that it was six or seven days before we got the tap-tap 
message to make our way to the airport. Being stuck for a 
week in the Grand was like time-travelling back to the last 

flickering days of 
Empire with 
uniformed waiters, 
silver service, high 
tea in the garden 
(between storms) 
and a considerable 
number of Bombay 
Gins with Tonic  
and Lime at dusk. 
My favourite meal 
was breakfast, 
mostly because the 
menu always 

included KEDGEREE, my favourite British-Indian-Empire way 
to start  the day. 

I first met Kedgeree – a delicious combination of fish, rice, 
eggs, cream, butter and spices – in Edinburgh, where a 
Scottish chef insisted the dish was created by the Scots and 
taken to India with one of their regiments! Rubbish of 
course; the chronicler Ibn Battuta (c1340) talks about a  
dish of boiled mung beans with rice that he calls ‘kishri’,  
and Ain-i-Akbari (c1590) quotes a recipe for ‘khichri’, from 
what is now Gujarat Province where ‘khichdi is still a popular 
dish today. 

The poshest Kedgeree is still served in Harrod’s Dining 
Rooms in Knightsbridge as a fortifying brunch, perhaps with 
a glass of Champagne or a pot of the best Darjeeling. If you 
would like to emulate this experience, the original Harrod’s 
recipe is reproduced below. 

The thing that surprised me about the Kolkata Kedgeree was 
that it was much simpler than the meal the Memsahibs had 
created. Mostly my 
Kedgeree breakfasts 
comprised a pile of rice 
on a plate with one 
other ingredient and a 
spoonful of curry 
powder stirred through 
it. Sometimes the other 
ingredient was lentils 
or shredded curried 
chicken or chopped 
vegetables or a piece of 
dried fish. Or just 
chopped eggs. I got to enjoy these simpler meals very much. 
They were always delicious, the chefs understanding perfectly 
how to cook and proportion the available ingredients.  

It was when I asked the head waiter why the menu changed 
each day that it all made sense. He explained that they never 
planned the dish, because it depended on what was left over 
from the previous night’s dinner course. Kedgeree is indeed 
an Indian version of ‘bubble and squeak’, and just as tasty 
the second time around. 

These days I make Kedgeree from last night’s leftover rice. I 
always use the best eggs I can find (thanks Larry!) and vary 
the smoked fish depending on what is easily available. 
Smoked trout works well, as does hot smoked salmon, and 
smoked eel is delicious. And you can always enhance the 
seafood component by stirring through some sea urchin roe 
or sprinkling with salmon roe from a jar. Delicious! 

Bon apetit! 

KEDGEREE  Harrod’s Cookery Book (Serves 4) 
500g smoked haddock 

100g long grain rice 

salt and pepper 

2 large eggs, hard-boiled and chopped 

30 ml lemon juice 

pinch cayenne pepper 

pinch grated nutmeg 

150 ml cream 

50g butter, diced 

30ml finely chopped parsley 

parsley sprigs to garnish 

1.   Place the haddock in a large shallow pan and poach in water for about 
15 mins or until tender. Drain, skin, bone and roughly flake the fish. 

2.   Cook the rice for about 15 mins or until tender. 

3.   Carefully mix the haddock, rice and eggs together. Stir the lemon 
juice, cayenne pepper and nutmeg into the cream. Stir it into the haddock 
and rice, and adjust the seasoning.  

4.   Spoon the mixture into a greased ovenproof dish, dot with the butter 
and cook at 180 degrees for 25 minutes. 

5.   Stir in chopped parsley and garnish. 
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with 
enjoyable and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Remembering Gundaroo 

(or hearing for the first time) 

The Gundaroo Store Craft 
Festivals – the medieval years 

By Robyn Thorne 

Jenny and I had been staging our annual Craft 
Festivals at the Gundaroo Store for about seven years 
when we decided to include medieval re-enactors in 
the program.  

Through some of our blacksmithing contacts, we got 
in touch with a group from Melbourne and one from 
Sydney (I don’t remember their names), as well as the 
Society for Creative Anachronism in Canberra. All 
three were excited at the prospect of meeting on a 
common battleground for the first time. This was to 
be the inaugural Battle of Gundaroo. It took place 
around 1987. 

Owen Rolfe, who then owned the river flats below our 
property, kindly allowed us to stage the battle on his 
land. Bedford Osborne from ‘Bowylie’ lent us his 
tractor and slasher so we could tame the long grass 
and thistles for the event. Simple forts were created 
from hay bales. 

Sun glinting on polished steel helmets, the warriors 
streamed onto the field, clad in chain mail and 

brandishing 
swords, pikes 
and axes. 
They were 
realistic 
enough to 
have struck 
terror into 
the bravest 
hearts in 
days of old, 
engaging in 
combat with 
great 

enthusiasm and laying into each other with apparent 
disregard for anyone’s survival.  

Despite all this bravado, falling onto a newly-mown 
thistle caused more than one warrior to leap about in 
mortal agony. I cannot recall who emerged victorious 
from the day’s skirmishes, but the real winners were 
the onlookers, who loved every minute.  

Chatting later, one of their number described to me 
how he was giving a demonstration of the mace, a 
spiked steel ball on the end of a short chain, at a 
primary school. He invited a small child to hit him as 
hard as he could. Said child took him at his word. The 
effectiveness of the mace was confirmed when the 
warrior was left with a ruptured spleen.  

During this time, we were building our mud-brick 
house below Sally Paskins’ Store. At the time of one 
festival, only the concrete slab and massive sandstone 
chimney had been completed. Passing the construction 
site on the way to the battleground, a small boy was 
heard to say to his mum, “Look, they’ve built a castle 
just for the day”. The “castle” had taken me six months 
of back-breaking work, seven days a week. 

 

To satisfy the appetites of this band of lusty warriors, 
we hired the Gundaroo Hall for a Saturday night 
banquet. At the time, we were operating a spit roast 
restaurant in the Store, the Bush Spit (more about that 
another time), so we carried a complete lamb on the 
spit to the Hall, where the warriors carved off chunks 
with their daggers, piling their spoils on slabs of bread 
hacked from the round loaves we had placed on the 
old shearer’s tables then in use for hall functions. Beer 
and wine flowed freely. By the end of the night, it was 
clear from the resulting chaos that these folks took 
medieval re-enactment very seriously indeed. 

Medieval battles were also a major feature of the 
following two Craft Festivals, which were to be our 
last. It was time to lease the Store to another 
operator, finish building our mud brick house and turn 
to other pursuits. 

 

In Living Memory  
Gundaroo in the 1940s & 1950s 

by Marion Meischke 

An easy-to-read authentic history  
of Gundaroo during two decades  

of social change, told by those  
who lived in Gundaroo then. 

The perfect Christmas or  
birthday gift for anyone with  

links to Gundaroo or an  
interest in social history.  

With over 500 remastered  
photos from the period (can be  

ordered individually) and almost  
500 pages of stories to make you laugh and cry, this  

three-volume set in an attractive slip-cover will resonate 
with the old, inform the young, and bring to light a 

fascinating history for those who live here. 

Price $150 (including GST) 

Available at The National Library of Australia bookshop, 
Paperchain Bookstore at Manuka, and Gundaroo Grocer.  

Also available from the author at 
gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com  
or  
online at www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au 

mailto:gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com
http://www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Growing Australian native flowers 

Those of you that have explored any of our wonderful 
walks around the district will know that this year, 
nature is turning it on. 

Native plants this year are particularly glorious. All the 
extra precipitation seems to have enhanced their 
performance tenfold. 

The textured leaves and bold blooms of natives are 
lovely in the garden and in a vase. Some of the best 
native flowers for cutting are banksias, gum blossoms, 
kangaroo paw and Christmas bush. 

No matter what your soil is like, you will be able to find 
the right selection for your garden. Just remember that 
natives really don’t like phosphorus, so use a native-
specific fertiliser annually.  

Many folk think native plants are ‘set and forget’, and 
to an extent that is true.But these plants thrive with 
trimming. Cut them back several times a year, 
especially after flowering. 

 

Callistemon 
(bottlebrush, pictured) 
should be very familiar 
to regular travellers 
along the Federal 
Highway into Canberra 
during the flowering 
seasons.  

It grows well in  
our gardens too, and 
produces beautiful 
prolific displays of 
flowers during much of 
the year.  
 

Hakea 
Hakeas and Grevilleas are closely related and both come 
from a very diverse group of plants. Most of these prune 
into a hedge very nicely or provide great screening. 

NSW Christmas Bush 
This is a small bush, but it will sometimes grow into 
a small tree, depending on the variety and its 
location. It makes a very showy screen or hedge, 
and its flowers, which are really bracts, appear in 
summer after the small white flowers in spring. This 
plant prefers moist soil (or regular watering) and 
organically enriched soil in full sun or part shade. 
When in flower, pick lots, as this prunes the plant, 
making it thicker and bushier, which then means 
more flowers next year. 

Grevillea 
These flowers are known as spider flowers, and the 
range of plants in this group is extraordinarily diverse. 
ranging in size from small ground covers to huge trees. 
Like many native plants, the ones that grow in the 
tropics tend to be the best, especially for cut flowers. 
But many of them are still glorious and absolutely worth 
having in your garden, both on the shrub and in a vase. 

Kangaroo Paw 
These plants have a lovely grassy form and range from 
30cm to 1m in height. The blooms of kangaroo paw sit 
above the grass and come in many colours, from red 
to pink and yellow and all shades of these, along with 
some nearly black and some white. Good drainage is 
essential, and they do particularly well in pots. Once 
the flowers are finished, cut off old stems. 

Gums 
Lots of local eucalypts 
flower. Although 
many in this district 
are not ‘show ponies’, 
their flowers are still 
lovely, and many have 
foliage (pictured) that 
is gorgeous in a vase. 
If you coppice 
eucalypts, they keep 
their juvenile foliage, 
which is often more 
interesting than the adult foliage, and really lovely in 
your garden and in a vase. 

Banksias 
Most of us are familiar with banksia forests on the 
south coast. They are stunning – a little less adaptable 
to growing in our sometimes freezing climate, but a 
few grow well here. There are all sizes, from trees to 
ground covers – totally worth growing for their 
flowers, which look like candles. 

The obvious flowers that I haven’t mentioned – 
Waratah, Protea and Leucadendron – are stunning 
plants and flowers, but REALLY moody to grow here. 

November 2020 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Servicing Wamboin, Sutton and  
Gundaroo areas 

Providing an exceptional and professional service with 
a friendly approach 

New homes and extensions/renovations 
Lighting and power installation 

Switchboard upgrades 
Other general electrical works 

Contact Mitch on 0429 116 338 
awardelectrical.act@gmail.com 

http://awardelectrical.act@gmail.com
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Wildcare 
by Merran Laver  

Rock or turtle? 

It might appear as a stationary rock on the road, but 
on closer inspection a living, breathing reptile could 
be sitting there on the bitumen. The lives of these 
long-necked turtles on our roads in the warm months 
can be spared, with some driver awareness. While 
turtles have hard shells that provide great protection, 
these will crack if driven over by a vehicle. 

Why turtles move around is a bit of a mystery, but we 
do know they tend to move around more following 
rainfall, and that they travel long distances between 
water sources. Feeding mostly on small fish, tadpoles, 
frogs, worms and insects, their long neck can be used 
like a snake’s to rapidly strike at passing prey. (They’re 
also known as ‘snake-necked’ turtles.) 

Turtles will be on the move after warming up – usually 
mid-morning to mid-afternoon, depending on the day’s 
temperature. If you spot one on the road, it could be 
injured after having been run over, or it may be 
unharmed. Removing it from the road, safely if possible, 
will hopefully save its life. Yes, turtles can stink – but just 
think, you could be saving a life that could go on for 
another 50 years. (Turtles have long lives, not reaching 
maturity until around 10 years old.) 

If a turtle found on the road looks fine and intact, 
place it on the ground well away from passing cars; if 
it was clearly moving in one direction, place it on that 
side. If injured, call Wildcare on 6299 1966. Vets are 
another option if the turtle is in a very bad way. 

With a little awareness, many turtle deaths can be 
prevented if we simply look and wonder what that 
small, dark lump on the road is. 

Recently, a turtle in care, recovering from an injury, 
laid eggs – much to the surprise of her Wildcare carer. 
Magrit said, “it hadn’t been eating before laying, which 
is unusual, as they love their food. The egg-laying took 
place in the early hours of the of 19 September. I 
walked past the turtle tank and saw what I thought 
were white pebbles in the bottom of the tank. A bit 
confused, I checked again and realised they were eggs! 

There were 17 
eggs and I had 
missed the birth. I 
could have kicked 
myself.  

Realising they 
needed to 
come out of 
the water 
straight away, I 
ran to wake 
my husband 
before I took a 
photo. He 

swept them up gently and placed them in the gravel 
at the top of the tank. 

This turtle had come into care in April with a large 
hole in its shell.  Prior to the egg-laying, she had 
stopped eating for a month. I was worried and took 
her to a Vet. The Vet checked her, but didn’t x-ray: 
gave her a booster injection and sent her home with 
me to keep an eye on her. I mentioned to my husband 
that she seemed bloated, thinking she was unwell. But 
lo and behold she was full of eggs.  No wonder she 
was looking bloated! 

On 16 October, I walked past the turtle tank and saw a 
single egg at the bottom of the tank. I saved this one 
too, but I’m not sure if this egg was from the same 
turtle or maybe the other one in care, whose sex I 
wasn’t sure about. And guess what? I’ve just walked 
past the tank again and there’s another egg!” 

If you are squeamish about picking up a turtle on the 
road (fingers at the front and back of the shell, hold it 
upright and away from the body), or indeed any other 
small native animal (obviously avoid snakes), then use 
a towel to drape over it, then scoop it up and move to 
safety. Carry a towel in the boot of your car. 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport – Cricket 
 

Gundaroo Goats ready to  
take to the pitch again  

Mitchell Callagher's reign of terror as captain is over. 
Lasting less than a game in the role, due to his 
unavailability before Christmas, he has had to stand 
down from the prestigious position. This means that 
dual premiership winning captain Mark Graeme is 
back in the blazer.  

The first three weeks of the season saw no cricket 
played, with a forfeit, a washout and a bye. So the 
Goats don't really know where we stand for the year 
so far.  

A couple of new players have popped their heads up 
but we've yet to see how they perform on and (as 
importantly) off the field. There is also a bit of talk 
that former skipper and gun batsman Jez Clarke is 
looking to suit up again for one last season with his 
brother.  

The first weekend in November should see Goats back 
in action, although games in Gundaroo are still a 
month or so away due to the vagaries of the draw. 

Anyone new to the village or keen for a game please 
contact Mark 0409 689 186 or Sean at 0405 149 600. 

Sean Egan 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

Gundaroo Juniors get started 
Cricket for the kids is back this year for the Junior 
Blasters (5–7yrs) and Master Blasters (7–10yrs) down 
at the Gundaroo Oval. It all kicked off on Friday 6 
November 2020, with a great turn out of boys and 
girls from Gundaroo and surrounds. 

The Cricket Blasters program consists of fun, skills-
based activities, and is ideal for girls and boys new to 
the sport, or looking to improve before moving on to 
the full game. It will run until Friday 19 February 2021. 

It is also a great opportunity for kids (and parents!) to 
get out for a run around on a Friday evening down on 
our very lush and green oval. We’ll also look to 
incorporate a few post session social activities as the 
season progresses. 

It’s not too late to register at www.playcricket.com.au 
by entering Gundaroo as your location and selecting 
either the Junior or Master Blaster program. Don't 
forget to use your Active Kids voucher, which covers 
the cost of the program. There's a link to the voucher 
on the registration page. 

Everyone is welcome, and we’re looking forward to a 
fun summer of cricket ahead. If you have any 
questions, please contact me on the email below.  

Chris Gaggin 
gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au. 

 

 Sutton 
Mobile 
Rural 

Stockfeeds 
Sutton Pony Club car 

park, opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays 
7.00am to 1.30pm 

Wednesdays 
3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir 
0412 166 443 
Pay by card  

or cash 

Some smiley internet spam 
for dog lovers 

mailto:gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com
http://www.playcricket.com.au/
mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of October. They may change again during the 
month, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact 
details remain as listed – for Eateries and for Churches.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great familyfriendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the two advertisements on page 10.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (No standing or mingling) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday  
to Sunday 3.00pm till late 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advised, via phone or email. (See ad, page 12.) 

 

 
Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking essential – 0434 041 915 

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package (2hrs allocated): 11.45am to 
1.45pm or 2.15pm to 4.00pm 
Wine Tastings: (45 mins allocated): 12.15pm onwards 
Limited numbers. Book ahead to avoid disappointment. 
For more info, visit our website 
www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of October.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 

St Marks Church – Suspended 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church – Suspended 
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, 
starting at 9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, 
with activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Led by Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with 
activities for kids. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in 
each month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/wine-bar/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

