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A happier new year ahead?
Despite the privations and adjustments 
we endured in the troubled 2020, 
Gundaroo still managed to wrap up the 
year and usher in 2021 with style. As 
we’d done increasingly well during the 
worst of the plague, we ‘found ways’.  

Some community events gave pleasure to 
many of us – both young and old.  

The annual School P&C Community 
Breakfast on Friday 11 December 
couldn’t be held on school grounds. So, 

with some competent reorganising by 
the P&C and the Park Management, it 
was moved to Gundaroo Park. It was as 
well attended as ever (pictured), all of us 
there to enjoy the breakfast and the 
presentations – with a jumping castle as 
an extra attraction. (More pics page 8.)  

On Saturday, Gundaroo Rural Fire 
Brigade enjoyed a Christmas lunch 
(pictured), catered by Rolling Hills 
Kitchen and Cork St Café, followed by 
afternoon tea for the community, 
applauding the presentation of 
Premier’s citations (see page 2) and 
celebrating the year’s end.  

Having been deprived of the traditional 
‘full-house’ Christmas carols at the 
Community Church, we were able to 
enjoy Gundaroo Community Singers 
performing ‘Carols at the Pub’ on Friday 
18th (pictured above right).  

Then on Christmas Eve, Santa Claus paid 
Gundaroo a visit, escorted round the 
village with a fire truck and a slip-on – 
siren and bell sounding out (pictured 
right)  – and handed out bagged sweets 
to our eager children. Santa’s visit was 
followed by the popular pub raffle for 
the Fire Brigade.  

Two of Gundaroo’s three Christian 
churches conducted Christmas services,  

albeit constrained by COVID-safe seating 
numbers and no singing. But both were 
well-attended – St Mark’s on Christmas 
Eve afternoon, and St Joseph’s fully-
booked Mass on Christmas Day.  

Then to round 
out the year, the 
Colonial Inn had 
live music on the 
stage for New 
Year’s Eve.  

The start of 
2021 has so far 
been much more 
benign than last 
year. Reasonable 
rain, full farm 
dams, a green 
landscape, a very promising vintage for 
local vineyards, no choking smoke from 
catastrophic surrounding bushfires, no 
local bushfires (sadly not so in southern 
Western Australia), the expectation of a 
soon-to-be-available COVID vaccine, and 
gradually relaxed restrictions on social 
mixing. The last of these holds promise of 
a return to more ‘normal’ use of our well-
used Soldiers’ Memorial Hall (see 
Community Noticeboard on page 4).  

May we all look forward to a 
continuation and improvement of the 
so-far ‘happier new year’.  
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Quotes for the month 
“Snark isn’t wit. Cynicism isn’t wisdom. Arrogance may open 
doors, but will get you nowhere in a room with anyone who 

actually knows what they’re talking about.” 

C. Robert Cargill (b. 1975)  
American screenwriter, novelist and former film critic 

“Dance like no one is watching. But text, post and email like it 
will be read in court one day.” – Your Lawyer 

Gohar Arbelian (Millennial) 
California attorney, prolific Instagram poster 
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Peter Firth – Citizen of  
the Year!  
Gundaroo’s Peter Firth was named 
Citizen of the Year at the 2021 Yass 
Valley Australia Day Awards.  

Peter was acclaimed for his tireless and 
broad-ranging contributions to the 
Gundaroo community over many 
decades.  

He was nominated by the Gundaroo & 
District Historical Society, one of Peter’s 
many initiatives.  

A detailed explanation of the worthiness 
of Peter’s award is on page 7.  

Fireys awarded the Premier’s 
Bushfire Emergency Citation 
Almost all members of Gundaroo Rural 
Fire Brigade were present at the 
Christmas lunch and presentation 
ceremony to receive the NSW Premier’s 
Bushfire Emergency Citation (pictured) 

The Citation 
reads that it is 
“Awarded in 
recognition of 
your services 
during the 
2019–202 NSW 
Bushfires”. 

Readers will 
know that 
Gundaroo and 
environs 
‘escaped’ the 
massive 
bushfires that 

caused such catastrophic and tragic 
damage in much of New South Wales 
last year. But our Gundaroo brigade, 
teaming up with other local brigades, 
were endlessly ‘on duty’, deployed to 
more far-flung fires in the north and 
south of the state.  

Most of the brigade are pictured below 
after the ceremony. They deserve our 
gratitude and continuing support.  

Watch for the new ‘Total 
Fire Ban’ sign  
Fran Dove kindly supplied The 
Gundaroo Gazette with a photo of the 
new ‘Total Fire Ban’ sign (above right).  

When a Total 
Fire Ban is 
declared, the 
sign will be 
hung on the 
specially made 
frame attached 
to the Cork St 
noticeboard.  

This community 
service is the 
work of Brigade 
members, Alan 
Edwards, who 
made the sign, 
Nick Drew, who 

made the frame, and Ali Coles, who will 
ensure the sign is hung on Total Fire Ban 
days.  

Work restarts on new 
amenities block  
After an unexpected delay of several 
months so Yass Valley Council could 
ensure compliance with the Gundaroo 
flood study requirements, work on the 
new Gundaroo Park amenities block 
recommenced at the end of January.  

Chair of the Gundaroo Park Trust Board, 
Ron Miller, told The Gundaroo Gazette 
that the amenities block should now be 
completed within about four months, 
subject to weather and availability of 
materials.  

Some temproary changes to access will 
be in place during that period.  

Access to the toilets and the buildings 
will still be possible but will be restricted 
while construction is happening. 
Generally there’ll be no parking in the 
area between the pass-through bollards 
near the playground and the eastern 
end of the Men’s Shed building.  

Pedestrian access will be through the 
fenced-off area that includes the 
playground. All vehicle access to the 
Scout shed and other buildings will be 
via the road around the southern and 
western perimeters of the oval.  

The changes will be signposted. 

Restricted access will mostly be Monday 
to Friday, with some easing on 
weekends depending on work hours.  

More information can be found by 
contacting Ron Miller on 0411 400 897 
or via gundaroopark@gundaroo.org.  

New gates for the  
Gundaroo Common  
Gundaroo Commoners and users will 
soon benefit from four new gates, after 
the Common Trust was awarded a grant 
of $2,085 under the NSW Crown 
Reserves Improvement Fund.  

The funds will enable the Trust to 
purchase and install four self-closing 
cattle-resistant pedestrian gates at 

Common entrances and cattle transit 
points.  

These gates will continue the Trust’s  
program to improve the security and 
ease of user access and livestock control 
of this highly valued multiple-use 
community facility. These improvements 
will complement the recently completed 
new boundary fence along Dairy Creek 
Road and Rosamel Street.  

Council starts work at the 
tip, and plans a solution for 
southern flooding 

Improved utility of the Gundaroo 
Transfer Station is now on its way to 
becoming a reality.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has received advice 
from Yass Valley Council that contractors 
have been engaged for the clearing and 
excavation work. This will be followed by 
construction of a hard stand for towable 
open waste trailers to be parked below a 
ramp that enables users to easily dispose 
of their rubbish from above.  

The hard stand will be made from pre-cast 
concrete blocks, already on site (pictured).  

Council said the waste trailers will arrive at 
the end of February, and hopes the new 
arrangements will be operational in March.  

As well as a new easier waste disposal 
system, new fencing has been installed 
on the southern and western boundaries 
of the tip – 105 metres of 1.8 metre high 
rabbit netting.  

Gundaroo south flow path 
Council has also sent a brief reply to The 
Gundaroo Gazette follow-up about slowing 
the faster water flow from the Common 
and down Lot Street since the redirection 
around the east Lot Street subdivision.  

Council has considered the report from the 
flood consultants following the Gundaroo 
on-site meeting with affected landholders, 
and the engineeering staff and the 
consultants are now discussing options and 
costs of a prospective solution. 

The Gazette will continue to monitor 
progress on this vexing issue. 

‘Climate Action Now’ 
campaign going national 
What began on the south coast as a grass 
roots response to the Black Summer 
bushfires has expanded rapidly, and has 
spawned a new national campaign.  

The highly visible yellow ‘We want 
climate action now’ gate signs in 
Gundaroo, Sutton, Wamboin, Collector 

mailto:gundaroopark@gundaroo.org
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and other nearby towns down to the 
south coast became  increasingly 
common during 2020.  

Support for the signs and the cause has 
led to the creation of a new not-for-
profit organisation – Climate Action 
Now Signs Inc (CANsigns Inc) with a 
new website: www.cansign.org.au.  

The new ‘melting clock’ signs (pictured) 

can now be ordered online, and pick-up 
depots are being established in Sydney, 
Canberra, Melbourne and more.  

Spokesman Iain Fyfe told The Gundaroo 
Gazette that CANsign aims to have its 
logo recognised nationally as the 
dominant symbol for climate action.  

2020/21 Community Grants 
second round now open 
Yass Valley Council has opened a 
second round of applications for 
2020/2021 Community Grants.  

This grant program aims to encourage 
community organisations to implement 
projects and other intiatives that help 
achieve the Community Strategic Plan, 
including improving facilities and 
running events that support creative 
participation in community life.  

The first round of 2020/2021 grants 
funded around $28,000 to 11 community 
organisations in Binalong, Bowning, 
Murrumbateman, Sutton and Yass.  

Second round applications close on  
1 March 2021. Forms can be found on 
Council’s website or by this link: 
www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
council/news/article/1056.  

Grants workshop 

To help community organisations prepare 
applications for this and other funding 
programs, Council is running a free 
workshop on Monday 15 February, from 
10am to 1pm in Council Chambers.  

The workshop will be led by Keith 
Whelan, The Grants Guy. To reserve a 
place, you must call Council (6226 1477) 
by 5pm Monday 8 February.  

Sports facilities funding 
applications open 
Applications are being called for the 
NSW Government’s Greater Cities and 
Regional Sport Facility Fund to create  

 

 

and upgrade sports facilities in the 
Goulburn electorate.  

The program was announced in the 
recent state budget, and will run for two 
years, with $50 million allocated this year 
and next throughout the state.  

Acting Minister for Sport Geoff Lee said 
that priority would be given to inclusive 
projects that encourage participation by 
women and girls and by people with 
disabilities. More and better female 
change room facilities would enable 
women and girls to feel more 
comfortable about sport and continuing 
to participate.  

Applications from organisations and 
councils are welcome until closing on 
Friday 26 February 2021. Visit 
www.sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants for 
forms and guidelines.  

More news from our state MP  

Besides the news about the $50 million 
per year sports grants fund (above), 
state Member for Goulburn, Wendy 
Tuckerman, has alerted The Gundaroo 
Gazette to a few other matters of 
potential interest to Gundaroo.  

New fee-free training courses 

As part of the NSW Government’s 
‘Skilling for Recovery’ initiative, seven 
TAFE online short courses targeting last 
year’s school leavers have been added 
to the fee-free Summer Skills  program.  

Ms Tuckerman quoted Minister for Skills 
and Tertiary Education, Geoff Lee, as 
saying that there are now “more than 
100,000 fee-free training places available 
through TAFE NSW and approved 
providers for people across NSW to 
reskill, retrain and redeploy to growth 
areas in a post COVID-19 economy”.  

For details about all available fee-free 
TAFE courses, and their eligibility, visit: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns 
/summer-skills.  

Business registrations open for 
‘Dine & Discover’ 

Eligible businesses can now register to 
take part in the NSW Government’s 
economic stimulus program, Dine & 
Discover NSW.  

The program will issue vouchers to 
every NSW resident aged 18 and over 
to spend in local dining, arts and 
tourism participating businesses (all of 
which must have implemented a COVID 
Safety Plan and be registered as COVID 
Safe).  

Several pilot projects are being run in 
February, before the anticipated state-
wide roll-out between March and June.  

For more information, visit: 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/
dine-discover-nsw 

 

 

Teaching your learner driver 

Council is conducting a free information 
session offering tips for parents and 
guardians helping learner drivers, who 
are also welcome to attend.  

The session aims to take the stress out of 
instructing and supervising the novices as 
they learn to master the complex skills 
essential to driving a vehicle safely.  

An expert panel will attend and share 
information, experience, knowledge of 
updated road rules, and useful tips on 
safety and stress-free supervision.  

Gundaroo’s parents and guardians who 
are called upon to help their learner 
drivers build their required road hours 
should find this session worthwhile. 
(NOTE: Your editor, a driving instructor in 
a previous life long ago, intends going 
along. There’s always more to learn.) 

The session is scheduled for Thursday 25 
February 2021, 6.30–8.30pm. It will be 
held at Yass High School, A Block.  

RSVP is essential, as refreshments and 
pizza will be provided. Contact the 
Council or Yass High School front office.  

For more information, contact Meryl 
Hinge, Road Safety Officer, on 6226 9236 
or meryl.hinge@yass.nsw.gov.au.  

News Shorts 
Courthouse heritage project 
In December, The Gundaroo Gazette 
reported on an exciting project assessing 
for possible heritage protection and 
conservation the old courthouse (St 
Mark’s Church), and the surrounding 
precinct – the old police station (private 
home), the police stables and lock-up 
(Cork St Café) and perhaps the remains of 
the old butchery on the corner.  

The heritage consultants managing the multi-
faceted assessment (Michael Fox Architects) 
are nearing the end point and expect to 
submit a final report to the Anglican Diocese 
within the next two months.  

‘Farmer wants a Wife’ … more 
The Gundaroo Gazette was told, as soon as the 
December edition had been read by others 
involved, that the setting of Gundog Estate in 
Gundaroo village was but a fraction of the 
filming schedule for this program.  

Gundaroo’s premier on-farm wedding venue, 
Bushfield Farm, had been taken over for a 
week by the film production team and talent 
to shoot the ‘country ball episode’, during 
which time they offered some welcome 
patronage of Gundaroo businesses.  

Springdale Solar Farm 

The NSW Independent Planning Commission 
has now held meetings and a public hearing, 
and received submissions (until 5 February) 
on the proposal to build the 190ha Springdale 
Solar Farm on Tallagandra Lane.  

Interested readers should visit: 
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/
11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703. and 
www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au and  
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com  

http://www.cansign.org.au/
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1056
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1056
http://www.sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants
https://education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/summer-skills
https://education.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/summer-skills
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/dine-discover-nsw
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/dine-discover-nsw
mailto:meryl.hinge@yass.nsw.gov.au
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/


The Gundaroo Gazette     February 2021 4 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

Yass Valley Australia Day Awards 

The 2021 Yass Valley Australia Day Awards were announced at a 
community breakfast in Coronation Park, Yass, on Tuesday 26 January. 

Peter Firth was named Citizen of the Year for his outstanding and 
tireless work in Gundaroo. A long-serving and valued member of the 

village community, Peter’s contributions have spanned local 
government, active community service, fundraising, sport, and social 
activities. He has been instrumental in saving and revitalising local 
facilities, preserving heritage and traditions, creating new ways of 

fundraising to support village groups and, most recently, supporting 
mental health through the creation of the Men’s Shed. Peter has been 

active in the bushfire brigade, he co-founded the Gundaroo 
Community Association, and served on the Gunning Council for 11 

years, led the Gundaroo & District Historical Society as founding 
member and President, and was the driving force behind establishing 

and operating a number of local community groups. 

2021 Yass Valley Australia Day recipients: 

• Citizen of the Year – Peter Firth 
• Senior Citizen of the Year – Michael Newling 
• Young Citizen of the Year – Holly Fleming 
• Community Group of the Year – YassFM 

• Individual Community Service Award – Murrumbateman  
Christmas Carols Committee 

• Individual Community Service Award – Francis and Stuart Atkins 

Gundaroo Waste Transfer Station 
Upgrades to the Gundaroo Waste Transfer Station currently in train 

are expected to be operational in March 2021. The upgrades to the 
waste disposal system involve construction of a hard concrete stand 

where towable trailer bins can be parked below a ramp.  

New traffic flow will allow users to drive cars and trailers on the ramp 
right up to the bins and deposit the waste safely and directly from 

above into the open bins. No machinery will be needed.  

Applications open for Goulburn electorate to share in 
millions of sports facilities funding 

Applications are now open for the NSW Government’s Greater 
Cities and Regional Sport Facility Fund to create and upgrade 

sporting facilities in the Goulburn Electorate. 

The two-year program was a highlight of the recent NSW budget and 
will see $50 million available to organisations and councils in 2020/21 

with a further $50 million available next financial year. 

Applications close on 26 February 2021: 
https://www.sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants 

Are you ready to help your learner driver  
become a safe driver? 

Book in for a FREE information session to help you enjoy  
being the driving instructor. 

WHEN: Thursday, 25 February, 6pm to 8.30pm. 

WHERE: Yass High School, A Block. 

Bookings required with Council or Yass High School front office. 
Refreshments and pizza will be provided.  

For more information, call Council on 6226 1477, or email the  
Road Safety Officer on meryl.hinge@yass.nsw.gov.au  

 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Restrictions eased for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been halved to 2m
2

 per person. This raises the 

maximum capacity in our main hall from 26 to 52, 

which opens the way to a rather more ‘normal’ use.  

We can also include ALL the space ‘accessible to the 

public’ (foyer, stage, supper room, etc), bringing the 

total countable space to 168m
2

, thereby allowing 84 

persons on the premises at any one time.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  
social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo Film Society 

 
Less restricted seating capacity means our  

film program can now recommence.  

The Soldiers’ Memorial Hall has been booked 
for Saturday 20 March 2021.  

A booking system has been installed 
to regulate numbers.  

The March edition will have more information.  

Gundaroo Community Association  
Membership for 2021 is now due.  

Forms at the Gundaroo Grocer, or by request via 

gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com.  

Committee is meeting on 10 February to  

plan a program for 2021.  

If you have issues or ideas, please email 

Committee at the above address.  

 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Meeting: Tuesday 9 February  

7.30pm, Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade meeting room 
(behind the Literary Institute in Cork Street) 

Members and everyone interested in  
Gundaroo’s history are welcome.  

Come and help plan the year ahead.  

Enquiries to Sue Burns, 0419 496 908 

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Notice of  

Annual General Meeting of Commoners 

7.30pm, Tuesday 23 March 2021 

St Joseph’s Church Hall, Morning St, Gundaroo 

Note: An election of Board members will be 
conducted at the meeting. 

All Commoners and Gundaroo residents  
are welcome. 

[COVID restrictions will apply.]  

 

https://www.sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants
mailto:meryl.hinge@yass.nsw.gov.au
mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
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From ‘The Desk’ 
Welcome back to The Gundaroo Gazette – our first edition 
for 2021. I trust everyone made the most of this summer’s much 
more benign weather than the dangerous and exhausting 
summer of a year ago. And I hope you were able to stay on top 
of the mowing at the same time as you were resting and sharing 
Christmas time with your family and friends!  
With the gradual easing of restrictions on social distancing, the 
welcome news is that our much-used Soldiers’ Memorial Hall is 
now permitted to accommodate many more patrons at once. 
This Community Noticeboard has the details.  
Please see also the notices from some of our important 
community groups. Dates of their events are already upon us.  
We are fortunate to bring you our reliable reports from the  
Fire Brigade, Gundaroo School, our sporting teams, and our 
regular columns from Sue McIntyre, Lisa Walmsley and Merran 
Laver, as well as our periodic contributions from Geoff Burton 
and Barbara Westerway. And in coming editions, some of our 
occasional columnists from 2020 will be back.   
This month, we bring you a double-page feature by long-time 
residents David Taylor and Amber Howe (pp10–11), looking 
back 20 years at their mud-brick home journey. Enjoy!  
And please be sure to read page 7. There you will find a 
summary of decades of community work by Gundaroo resident, 
Peter Firth, named Citizen of the Year at the Yass Valley 
Australia Day Awards. Our proud congratulations, Peter!  

Until March 
Your Editor / Custodian 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gundaroo Bullocks is calling on locals interested in 

playing Soccer this coming 2021 season.  

We field a social team in the Capital Football 

League each year. We’re seeking locals who would 

like to be part of the Club’s Committee in various 

roles to keep the team alive and the club possible.  

The AGM will be held in February, and we 

encourage new players or potential committee 

members to join us. The date will be confirmed on 

the Gundaroo community page on Facebook.  

We look forward to seeing you at the AGM.  

 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

 

Gundaroo Social Tennis Club 
Anyone for tennis?. Our kids are having such fun at their 
tennis lessons, we thought the adults might like to have a 

social game or two themselves. 

We are gauging community interest. Everyone is welcome. 

Suggested times (so far) are Tuesday evening (5:00–
6:00pm) and Sunday morning (9:00–11:00am), although you 

would not be required to attend both. A $2/session fee will 
help the school with the upkeep of the court. 

Please contact Kylie Martin or Virgina Dixon with your 
interest, and preferences for Tuesday/Sunday and times. 

Kylie Martin on Kyliem1975@gmail.com  
Or text Gin on 0410 575 581. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 13 February 2021 

12.00 to 5.30pm 

Gundaroo Oval 

Gundaroo Goats vs Boorowa Cricket Club 

Join us at our Pink Stumps Day as we raise funds 

for the McGrath Foundation to ensure their  

151 McGrath Breast Care Nurses can continue to 

support families experiencing breast cancer.  

Gundaroo Goats will host a lunch, before 

providing exhilarating action on the pitch, 

adorned with pink accessories. 

Families, friends and the Gundaroo community 

are invited to lunch, and to barrack for the home 

side and to support a great cause.  

Wear something pink!  

• Raffle of merchandise signed by Aussie 

cricket legend Glenn McGrath 

• Players to donate their fines for the day 

• Community donations welcome 

• Additional sponsors welcome 

(www.pinkstumpsday.com.au/fundraisers/GundarooGoats ) 

Special thanks to Gundaroo Colonial Inn  

and Fuse Property for their support! 

Tickets from the Pub and on the day at $50 per 

person – for lunch, drinks, entry in the raffle, and 

specials at the Pub after the game.  

COVID-19 social conditions will apply.  

mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
mailto:Kyliem1975@gmail.com
http://www.pinkstumpsday.com.au/fundraisers/GundarooGoats
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Welcome back … and be prepared 
Welcome to 2021. We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and enjoyed bringing in the New Year. This Fire Season has been a 
lot quieter compared to last year’s numerous unprecedented fires, which made it feel like half the State was alight with endless 
days of smoke! 

Don’t be fooled with the milder conditions and good rainfall in our region. Please still remain vigilant and be prepared and ready 
for fire. There’s a tremendous amount of grass around. It’s now cured, and grass fires will burn very quickly and hot. We are 
urging all residents to sit down with your family and discuss and review your Bush Fire Survival Plan, or make a plan if you don’t 
have one. Visit www.myfireplan.com.au  

As much as possible, prepare your home and have it ready for bush fire. Keep a well-maintained area around your home. Keep 
your driveways clear to allow easier access for fire trucks. Remove materials that burn, clear debris from gutters, and prepare a 
hose or hoses long enough to reach around your home. Stay up to date on bush fire conditions in our area. Have your bag 
packed and ready in case of evacuation, or if you plan to leave early. Don’t forget arrangements for your pets or livestock. Keep 
calm and try to stay up to date with what’s happening around you. 

Download on your smartphone the ‘Fires near Me’ app and activate ‘My Watch Zone’,  
  and keep your phone charged 
Save these important information sources: 
  Bush Fire Information Line ― 1800 679 737 (NSW RFS) 
  Bush Fire Alert Levels ― www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  
  Fire Danger Ratings and Total Fire Bans ― www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr 
  Social Media ― facebook.com/nswrfs, and twitter.com/nswrfs 
  Television / Radio ― Follow local radio, local ABC/emergency broadcaster frequency, TV. Keep a portable  
  radio with batteries (and spares) to use if power goes down. Don’t rely on having electricity.  
  Gundaroo RFB Captain, Michael Cliff 0428 494 403  

Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Raffles at the pub on Christmas Eve and to our brigade members who 
helped Santa appear with fire trucks bringing Christmas cheer to the children of Gundaroo despite COVID 19 restrictions.  

Incidents 
Only two incidents have been reported by Captain, Michael Cliff 
30 December – Grass Fire on Gunning Road  
17 January – MVA on Federal Highway 

We remind everyone behind the wheel to slow down when you see emergency vehicles with lights flashing at the scene of 
an accident. Brigade members at the recent motor vehicle accident on the Federal Highway were astounded by drivers 
who sped past at 110km oblivious to our big fire truck with flashing lights and our bright yellows! Bits of debris from the 
car involved were dangerously tossed about by wind from the speeding cars. In NSW you are required to slow down for 
any emergency vehicle with flashing lights – i.e. ambulance, police, fire & rescue, RFS, SES, tow truck, NRMA – and if on a 
dual road move to the other lane, only if it’s safe to do so. In the ACT you must slow down to 40km and also if on a dual 
road move to the other lane, only if it’s safe to do so. Please consider everyone’s safety.  

Gundaroo Brigade Annual General Meeting –  Wednesday 17 March at 7.30pm in the Fire Brigade training room. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and parts 
of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr
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Gundaroo ‘Citizen’ recognised
 

Peter Firth named ‘Citizen of the Year’ 
At the 2021 Yass Valley Australia Day Awards 
ceremony, Gundaroo’s Peter Firth was named Citizen 
of the Year.  
Peter is well-known to most Gundaroo residents of 
some duration, and acclaimed for his decades of 
tireless and broad-ranging contributions to the 
Gundaroo community.  
He was nominated by the Gundaroo & District Historical 
Society. The new President, Sue Burns, provided The 
Gundaroo Gazette with the full nomination – which 
offers a much more detailed description of Peter’s 
qchievements than the official citation. A slightly edited 
version is presented here.  

*    *    *    *    * 
Gundaroo is an unusual village in that the community is responsible 
for most of its infrastructure and assets (Park, Hall, Common, Literary 
Institute) and this needs significant input from locals to keep 
everything operating. Peter is a great example of this input. 

A long serving and valued member of the 
Gundaroo community, Peter’s 
contributions have spanned local 
government, active community service, 
fundraising, sport, and social activities.  

He’s been instrumental in ‘saving’ and 
revitalising local facilities, preserving 
heritage and local traditions, creating new 
ways of fundraising to support village 
groups and activities and, most recently, 
supporting mental health through the 
creation of the local Men’s Shed.  

He’s been active in the bushfire brigade, 
co-founded the Gundaroo Community 
Association, and was the driving force 
behind establishing and in the ongoing 
operation and activities of a number of 
other local community groups.  

Peter also has been a consistent contributor in more informal ways to 
other committees, village projects and things such as working bees.  

Peter and Julie moved to Gundaroo with their three children in 1972, 
where the children attended Gundaroo Public School. Not long after, 
Peter was asked to take over as Secretary of the Gundaroo Park 
Trust. The Park was at risk of being sold by the NSW Government. 
Peter was instrumental in finding new trustees and in fundraising to 
maintain the ground and buildings and protect the Park’s heritage 
trees, planted in the 1890s. Thanks to Peter’s intervention, the Park 
remains a significant asset and feature for Gundaroo residents and 
visitors today. He is credited with having saved the Park. 

Given the new interest in the Park, in the 1970s Peter re-established 
the Gundaroo Cricket Club (first set up in the mid-1800s), organising 
friendly matches for locals and neighbouring villages, providing a 
welcome sporting and social activity for locals. The cricket club is still 
very active today. 

In 1974 there was no representative community body for Gundaroo.  
A proposal to develop a new ‘town’ on the edge of the village caused 
considerable concern at the time, and Peter and another Gundaroo 
local gathered a group of concerned residents to form the Gundaroo 
Community Association and to successfully oppose the 
development.   

In the 70s and 80s, Peter was also involved in the Gundaroo 
bushfire brigade, including as President for a period when he was 
actively involved in obtaining better equipment for the brigade. This 
included a new fire shed, opened in 1984 by the NSW Governor. 

Peter stood for Gunning Council in 1980 in order to ensure 
Gundaroo had better representation on council decisions. Peter 
remained active on council for a period of 11 years, including time 
as Shire President. 

In the mid-90s Peter saw that each of the community groups in the 
village were spending a large amount of time and effort raising 
funds for each of their particular needs. He suggested that what was 
needed was a single event that all groups took part in and shared 
the funds raised. Building on the unique character of Gundaroo, 
Peter called a meeting to consider running a Bush Tucker Festival. 
Realising Gundaroo wasn't endowed with bush tucker, it became 
the very successful Gundaroo Bush Festival. The first festival held 
in 1996 attracted an estimated 20,000 people, overwhelming the 
entire village and the stalls and activities on the day. The $30,000 
raised made a huge difference to the various Gundaroo community 
groups involved. The Festival continued successfully for several 
years before becoming the Gundaroo Bush races.  

Peter and Julie moved to Wagga in 1998 to run their own business.  
When they returned in 2008 Peter once again became actively 
involved in the community. 

In 2010 he took over as editor and publisher 
of The Gundaroo Gazette, He passed the 
mantle on at the end of 2017. 

In 2011 Peter invited a number of locals to 
look at setting up a group to record the 
history of Gundaroo. This led to the 
Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
being established and incorporated, with 
Peter as president. Peter established links 
with other local historical groups, 
successfully applied for grants to buy a 
database program and equipment to help 
record historical information. He also 
donated a significant collection of photos 
and documents he had collected, including 
many photos of Gundaroo from the 1970s. 
Peter only recently stood down as President 
of the Society, after nine years as founding 
member and president. 

Most recently, with the rapid growth of Gundaroo, Peter became 
concerned for men’s health in our rural setting. He called a 
community meeting in July 2015 which led to the successful 
establishment of the Gundaroo Men’s Shed. Peter, as the 
coordinator, was unanimously elected President, and continues the 
role to this day, organising fundraising events such as barbecues at 
Bunnings, facilitating donations of tools and equipment from local 
residents, and writing successful grant applications. Peter’s 
dedication to the group is ensuring that the Men’s Shed continues to 
thrive.  

The GDHS feel Peter is very worthy of receiving this award for his 
contribution to the Gundaroo Community over many years.  

Gundaroo and District Historical Society Founder and President 
from 2011–2020 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed Founder and President since 2015 

The Gundaroo Gazette Editor 2012–2017 

Gundaroo Bush Festival Coordinator (1996–1998) 

Gunning Shire Councillor 1980–1991 including time as  
Shire President. 

Gundaroo Fire Brigade President (1970s, 1980s) 

Gundaroo Community Association Co-founder (1974)  

Gundaroo Park Trustee and Secretary (1970s, 1980s) 

*     *     *     *    * 

Hearty congratulations, Peter! Well deserved indeed!  
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Gundaroo School News   

 

 

 
Welcome back to the 2021 school year. While it was a wet 
start, the rain didn’t dampen any enthusiasm as the students 
returned for another year of learning, many to a new 
classroom and a new teacher. 

2021 sees a small number of staff changes. We sadly said 
farewell to Miss Slater and Miss Adcock from our staff, and I 
extend our thanks for their outstanding commitment to the 
students and school throughout 2020. We are pleased to 
welcome back Mrs Benson, who has taken on a Science and 
Sustainability RFF* role on Fridays. Children and teachers alike 
are very excited to have Mrs Benson back!  

Our enrolment numbers have continued growing steadily. We 
sit precariously on the edge of needing a sixth classroom, and 
we extend a warm welcome to all our new families.  

It was such a treat to finish last year off with our Community 
Breakfast held down at the Gundaroo Park. Thank you again 
to Michelle and the P&C, Ron Miller and Phil Gaden for your  

 

 

efforts in ensuring a successful morning. It was at the 
Breakfast that we were able to announce our School 
Leadership positions for this year. A big congratulations to the 
following students: 

• School Captains: Maddy and Rohan 
• Environment Captains: Verity and Tobey  
• Events Captains: Ash and Erin  
• Sports Captains: Matilda and Joella 
• Library Captains: Rebecca and Harper 
• Wellbeing Captain: Sarah  
• Technology Captain: Ilsa  

I will leave you with some photos of our Year 6 Farewell, and 
from our Community Breakfast (taken by our Editor), and look 
forward to sharing more exciting school news in the next 
Gazette. Enjoy. 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 

* RFF = Relief from Face-to-Face 
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Happy return … ‘Sunnyridge’ revisited 
By Barbara Westerway 

 
 
Last year I wrote an article for The Gundaroo Gazette about 
finding Sunnyridge, the farm my husband and I bought when 
we came to live in Canberra in the 1980s. 

Everyone in our family 
loved the farm; not just 
my Peter and I 
(pictured), but my 
daughter and her little 
children, dear friends 
from Sydney who came 
to visit, and our son, 
who enjoyed nothing 
better than being the 
rouseabout when he 
came down for the 
shearing. 

I spent my early 
childhood on a sheep 
station in Wilcannia, in 
far western New South 
Wales, and my uncle 
had about two 
thousand sheep. 

The Sunnyridge flock numbered only two hundred, so shearing 
wasn’t a very taxing affair – except when it was ferociously 
hot, the shearers had hangovers from a wild night, or I was 
called upon to be shearers’ cook. 

No matter the weather, the cook had to provide the morning 
‘smoko’ (tea and scones and cake) and a hot two-course meal 
at lunch time – meat, three veg and gravy, then pudding and 
custard, washed down by more pots of strong tea. After lunch, 
there was always a brief respite period when the shearers 
either had a ‘nap’ or worked on their tools. 

I wrote for a magazine called Hobbyfarmer in those days, and 
the shearing provided me with a lot of material. 

My husband had never 
been west of the Blue 
Mountains until he met 
me, but I took him out 
to my uncle’s property 
when we got engaged, 
and he developed a 
hankering for some 
‘country life’ from that 
time on! 

Buying Sunnyridge was 
the result. 

Happy generations in 
our ‘Sunnyridge’ cabin 

A few weeks before Christmas last year, our Editor contacted 
me with the exciting information that one of the Gazette’s 
regular local readers would like to make contact with me, 
because they had been neighbours on a property adjoining 
ours all those years ago. 

I was delighted. Sunnyridge had been such an important 
period for us, and this contact with neighbours from those 
happy times was a real bonus.  

The serendipitous result was that my daughter, my 
granddaughter and I were invited to meet up with our 
former neighbours, Jane and David Vincent, on their 
property Gollion, near Sutton. 

Jane was holding a Pink Ribbon Garden Party to support the 
National Breast Cancer Foundation, which raises funds for 
research into detecting, preventing and treating breast 
cancer. The Foundation receives no government support, so  

 

the many small events like Jane held can add up to a 
substantial contribution.  

I recently heard that another breast cancer support group, the 
McGrath Foundation, had raised two million dollars during the 
Australia/India Cricket Test. A fantastic effort. It all helps.  

We had a delightful time at Jane’s party, held in the lovely 
gardens of the Vincents’ home. Small tables and chairs and 
rustic benches were set up beneath magnificent trees, 
afternoon tea and refreshments were served, past associations 
discussed and laughed about, and new contacts made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane and 
Barbara 
front and 
centre 

 

 

 

 

Later that day, David arranged to drive us to look at what had 
been our much-loved Sunnyridge in the early days. 

We met the new owner, a kind and friendly gentleman who 
had built a handsome brick home just where our little cabin 
had once stood. We both laughingly agreed that it was the 
perfect spot to get the best view of the entire property. 

With the new 
owner’s permission, 
David was able to 
take us on a tour of 
the property, and I 
was amazed and also 
pleasantly surprised 
to see that the trees 
down by the dam 
were flourishing, and 
that Peter’s little 
shearing shed and 
sheep yards were 
still standing. 
           ‘Sunnyridge’ revisited 

It was a lovely time, although it made me rather nostalgic 
(how Peter would have loved to see it). But in spite of a little 
sadness, I wouldn’t have missed it. 

For me, this happy event illustrated how important 
informative publications like The Gundaroo Gazette can be to 
the local community. 

It was a happy ending to what had been a difficult year for 
everyone, and reminded me that ‘good things last’, even if 
only in memories. 

2021 has arrived. Let us hope that it is more promising than 
the last. Let us keep being supportive, strong and hopefully 
still cheerful. 

Gundaroo is a thriving community, and Australia is a great 
country. Somehow, if we all pull together, we can defeat this 
nightmarish COVID virus.  

We’ll certainly try! HAPPIER NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE. 
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An owner-builder retrospective: 20 years on 
By David Taylor and Amber Howe 

 
The year was 1998. We had just bought 50 hectares along 
Dairy Creek road overlooking Gundaroo, and the time was 
right to take on the owner-building challenge. Little did we 
know that it would not only provide us with a roof over our 
heads(eventually) but also take us on an incredible journey.  

It took us out of our comfort zone and into uncharted waters. 
It challenged us mentally and physically, and it certainly tested 
our endurance and commitment to a quite specific approach 
to what our house and place was (and remains) ‘about’.  

Although we didn’t realise it consciously at the time, it was a 
lot about finding our sense of place. It has played a significant 
part in our lives, and in a way has influenced who we are. It 
was a journey full of surprises and memorable moments, 
many that still have a strong connection with us now, more 
than 20 years on. Along the way we experienced times of 
sheer delight and excitement as well as moments of stress, 
questioning whether we had taken on something beyond our 
capacity. A classic owner builder roller coaster ride!  

It sounds silly saying it, but unearthing that narrative – what 
the house is about, its context and how this then influences 
and guides its style, what it’s made from, and many of the 
choices made during the build – was by far the biggest, most 
important and most influential part of the whole experience. 
Our narrative was quite specific; we had a vision of a steep 
pitched roof ‘old school’-style structure, in keeping with some 
of the local old houses and sheds we loved in and around 
Gundaroo, and other buildings and forms we had seen and 
enjoyed in the Australian landscape, as well as creative 
building achievements at places like Montsalvat in Victoria. 

A clear vision 
Once we had a relatively clear vision for the style, which in 
turn influenced the general layout and the kind of place we 
wanted to build, we needed to go from the fantasy to the 
practical. This meant thinking long and hard about what basic 
type of construction method and materials would be viable 
for our capability. After hours of reading and much discussion 
with learned owner-builder friends, we chose a post-and-
beam method to form the main structure of the house. 

This worked very well for us in a number of ways. We decided 
to use 300mm thick external walls, as we knew we could get 
hold of 300mm-thick timbers to be used as corner and main 
frame posts. We chose to make mud bricks that were 
300x300mm, as this size would be readily laid between the 
posts and, being square, they gave us the option of rotating 
the bricks to find the best face and fit in the wall (given that 

they can vary somewhat in 
size, shape and 
appearance). The post-
and-beam method also 
enabled us to put up the 
main frame and roof very 
early in the build, which 
gave us a great sheltered 
area to work in, and was 
particularly good for 
drying mud bricks and 
storing things out of the 
weather (pictured).  

Sourcing materials 
We were inspired by a quote from Dirt Cheap:The Mud Brick 
Book –  “Conflicting demands of low cost, beauty and 
functionality can be readily resolved.” 

It was time to start what turned out to be one of the best 
parts of the building – sourcing the materials. Valuing history 
and having a passion for the building materials used in a  

 
bygone era was a natural fit with our desire to use as much  
recycled material in the house as was practical. It meant we 
were able to give new life to wonderful things that had been 
cast aside. Most weekends and any days off became a hunt for 
materials, and often ended in us getting covered in dirt and 
dust, scouring through demolition yards and attending 
clearing sales. We were able to focus on selecting and using 
materials that complemented each other, from large 
structural timbers, Victorian windows and doors, right down 
to old handmade nails, flat-head screws and smaller fixtures. 
Of course, once you ‘get your eye in’, you can be lucky to 
secure some great finds, each piece with its own story.  

So all this acquisitive collecting meant we accumulated a 
treasure trove of old stuff, most from 19th century buildings 
long gone. From this, a system developed – restoring and 
‘editing’ many of the materials while at the same time refining 
our plans and design to include them. The editing further 
revealed the history of many of the pieces. We discovered the 
rich colours of the inner skin of beautiful old hardwood bridge 
timbers that were found well-weathered through use and 
exposure to sun and rain. But we often left some sections in 
their aged state; scraping off generations of paint to expose 
rich red Australian cedar was memorable; and with each 
component we had to weigh up when to stop, how far to go – 
each piece a journey of discovery. 

A fine example was the cedar and 
kauri pine staircase circa-1880 
from a Grace Brothers building in 
Sydney. We found it in a 
demolition yard in pieces, covered 
in years of dust, but complete 
with treads coated in layers of 
carpet and vinyl tiles, all 
painstakingly and carefully 
removed to reveal the well-worn 
but still beautiful original timber. 
Our good friend, Phil Tracey (also 
a ‘multi’ owner-builder), used 
some master carpentry skills to 
rework the staircase to fit into our 
house as the link to our loft 
(pictured).  

We were lucky to have a talented person, Mike McGregor 
from Captains Flat, make beam supports that incorporated 
some Australian animals and plants. He was somehow able to 
fit this in with his work designing and making sets for Graeme 
Murphy at the Sydney Dance Company! 

We loved (and became quite obsessed with) the collecting and 
arranging of these found objects in the build. It was really 
fulfilling and rewarding, and for us one of the most 
memorable and enduring elements,  We were working with 
old items that had been somewhere and done something, 
some grand, some more utilitarian. 

Working the design 
To do justice to such a collection needed collaboration on the 
the design, the last piece in the jigsaw; how all the pieces 
should be put together considering their vintage, form, colour 
and style, essentially arranging them in the design where they 
‘work’, practically and visually. 

We were fortunate to be able to source and work on our 
acquisitions for several years before we started building, 
thanks to our neighbours Malcom and Celia providing us with 
a place to stay, next door to our block. During this time, being 
experienced passive-solar owner builders, they etched into 
our thinking the importance of solar orientation, which in turn 
challenged us to think how we could use 19th century 
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materials and an old school-building style in a way that also 
took advantage of passive solar elements. We were inspired 
by architect Glenn Murcutt’s thinking on how houses fit in the 
landscape, and from this, subtle influences were worked into 
the design.  

Our country is Wiradjuri, 
Ngunnawal and Ngambri 
country. Local colours change 
with the seasons – the heavy 
hand of sun and frost play a big 
part; the bleached greys of dead 
timber, creamy-brown colour of 
the shaly soils on our hill (often 
referred to locally as ‘stony-
mongrel country’); the reddish-
orange tinge of Kangaroo grass in 
winter (pictured). Our hand in 
this was realised in the selection 
of local soils for our mud bricks, 
in leaving the grey weathered 
external bridge timber as is, and 
in using galvanised corrugated 
sheet (some with a tinge of rust) 
– all helping to connect our 
house to the colours of the  
local landscape. 

Calling for help 
There were moments when we felt paralysed by the enormity 
of the whole project, particularly when we stumbled and 
struggled to complete what we thought would be a very 
straightforward task. 

Our first attempt at making mud bricks was such a moment. 
We had seen images of people having fun, getting muddy, 
with many smiles and wine to celebrate their efforts. But after 
our first day using a single brick mould, we had managed only 
14 successful bricks and could not walk the next day! This is 
when phone-a-friend saved us from ourselves.  

“Oh yes,” our friend Ron Miller said. “I remember feeling 
exactly like this when building my mud house in Gundaroo. I 
couldn’t work out how to use and place a beam in the roof, 
and was ready to throw in the towel. Then along came Ian 
Jones [another local multi owner-builder], who simply solved 
it on the spot.”  

Sometimes having help from others can make for a great 
outcome. This collaboration among our partners in crime has 
been a great part of many successful owner-builder projects 
and endeavours locally. 

Anyway, finding 
an alternative 
method of 
making the mud 
bricks was 
suggested – a 
better faster 
way, perhaps 
multiple moulds 
and some simple 
machinery to 
help. We bought 
an old Fordson 
tractor, complete with a front-end loader, and fixed a mixer to 
it (pictured). It was a good decision; the tractor could mix mud 
that could then be poured into multiple moulds, saving a huge 
amount of time, labour and our backs, while still being very 
hands-on. 

Calling for help, being prepared to look for new options, 
then working through and ‘editing’ the methods worked well 
for us, not only for the build, but for maintaining balance, 
mental health and energy. Our Gundaroo friends Sue and 
Ron, Malcolm and Celia, Kev and Helen, Moraig and Ian were 
always there to lend a hand.  

Local network of Gundaroo  
We were lucky to have valuable support from what has 
become a group of 
lifelong friends, all 
having a hand in the 
building of our house 
(pictured). Our 
parents also chipped 
in when we most 
needed help, and they 
often had timely 
advice at critical 
moments.  

At the other end of the spectrum, we had some very tolerant 
and understanding local tradies do the things we couldn’t do 
ourselves; Bob our plumber and Mark Hyland our electrician. 
This provided some interesting conversations about how to 
match our old-school theme with their skills and typical ways 
of working; it was quickly determined that an hourly rate 
would allow the best way to achieve success. 

We were lucky enough to have 
an approachable and 
supportive building inspector 
at the (then) Gunning Shire 
Council, who took interest in 
our unconventional approach. 
He had no issue with our use 
of second-hand materials 
(pictured), old traditional 
construction methods, and use 
of greywater reed beds and 
composting toilet systems, as 
long as we were  
adhering to the guidelines  Late 1800s cedar bench from  
and complied with standards.        the bank in Gunning 

In retrospect 
We still recall many memorable moments. Early in the build, 
young friends came to help lay one of the first mud brick walls. 
One friend Deana asked: “Where are all the adults and 
why.are they letting us build this house?” And the morning 
our local slab-pouring expert Ron Miller (after a big night of 
much wine sampling) turned up in dark glasses and insisted on 
a chair so he could sit and direct us to do the pour. 

Many old materials age gracefully. This is something that has 
endured way past the delight of moving into the house more 
than 20 years ago. We have found the extensive collection of 
old Australian cedar from the 1800s just keeps getting better 
with age, and with an occasional simple application of orange 
oil and wax, it wears beautifully, continuing to accumulate the 
marks of time and use.  

The mud floor has aged like nice old leather, with layers of 
wax and patches added over years, but has suffered in some 
high traffic areas. Living in a rural area, we walk in plenty of 
grit. So if we had our time again, we would probably use a 
lower maintenance floor in the entrance area, although what 
we used gave us a good excuse to use nice old Persian rugs! 

As our children grew, we 
all agreed more space 
would be needed, so we 
found a 1926 W-class 
Melbourne tram and 
added this to the house as 
a new bedroom (pictured). 
Problem solved!  

Edited version of the 
original article that 
appears in The Owner 
Builder 220, December 2020–February 2021. 
www.theownerbuilder.com.au 

 

http://www.theownerbuilder.co/
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Epicureanista  
An occasional column about food and wine 

By Geoff Burton 
Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 
 

Illustrious Dead Chefs Society 

When film director Peter Weir made DEAD POETS SOCIETY 
in 1989, he gave college teacher John Keating (Robin 
Williams) the device of referring to the works of famous 
poets, mostly dead, in order to inspire his students to seek 
alternative ideas as a path to self-expression and strength.  

I thought the film’s plot was very clever, and I soon found 
myself with a Dead Poets Society of my own, listing and  
re-reading favourite dead poets. Sadly over the past two 
years three of my favourite Australian poets have joined the 
honour roll of the Dead Poets Society: Bob Ellis, Les Murray 
and, most recently, Mungo McCallum. I had known all three 
since the 1960s, I miss them a lot, and am grateful that they 
all have published works that I can read.  

Recently I broadened my definition of poetry to much more 
than words on paper. Poetry should be able to include other 
sensual works that add to life’s enjoyment, specifically the 
preparation of food and wine! This has led me to form the 
ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD CHEFS SOCIETY. (‘Illustrious’ I thought 
added an additional hosanna.)  

As I write this column, the desk diary shows January 23rd 2021. 
This is the one-year anniversary of the death of a very good 
friend and one of Australia’s most important and influential 
chefs – TONY BILSON, now on the Society’s Honour Roll. 

I first met Tony 
and his partner 
Gay in 1972 in 
their tiny Sydney 
hole-in-the wall 
restaurant, 
TONY’S BON 
GOUT, situated 
at the Central 
Railway end of 
Elizabeth Street.  

Each single ‘dish 
of the day’ was 
determined by 
what was 
available at the nearby markets. It could be duck’s neck en 
brioche, live lobster, or foie gras faux – and was always 
$9.50, BYO. 

A lot of us were hanging around at that time as the younger 
friends of the Sydney Push. Once that lot got wind of Tony’s 
Bon Gout, it was booked out for months in advance! 

Tony and Gay needed more space, so they took over the 
BEROWRA WATERS INN on the Hawkesbury River, 
accessible only by launch or flying boat. They had Glenn 
Murcutt design an exceptional makeover, and Berowra 
Waters Inn became Sydney’s go-to restaurant.  

After a split-up with Gay, Tony set up KINSELA’S in Taylor 
Square, in inner Sydney – a former funeral home, which 
had space for two restaurants, a bar and a small 
performance space. At the same time he set up BILSONS at 
the International Terminal, now the QUAY. 

Then came FINE BOUCHE, THE TREASURY (my favourite), 
the multi-million-dollar AMPERSAND at Darling Harbour, 
CANARD BISTRO, and finally BILSONS AT RADISSON BLU 
PLAZA – a consistent 3-Hats restaurant that was to be 
Tony’s final gastronomic arena. 

 

 

 

Tony has been described as the ‘Godfather of Australian 
cuisine’, or the creator of Oz-Mod – titles he disdained. In 
reality, he was a superb traditional French Chef who cleverly 
integrated the best of Australia’s produce into the dishes of 
his favourite mentors – Paul Bocuse and the Troisgros 
Brothers, and even Escoffier appears in his recipe notes. 

Tony was incredibly well-read, and 
had strongly held opinions on all 
matters to do with food and with 
wine, both New World and Old. He 
knew more about wine and its 
intimate relationship with food than 
any person I have met, and his 
enthusiasm continued all his life, 
informing the menus in all the great 
restaurants he operated. 

Tony once said to me, when we were 
discussing a particular wine and 
cheese pairing, and before I had 
become totally engrossed in the 
world of wine, that “the purpose of 
fine food is to accompany great 
wines”. Years later, I had not only realised the veracity of this 
statement, but Tony’s courage, modesty and inclusiveness in 
saying it. 

Tony loved cooking with wine and had his own set of rules 
which had to be followed – no cheap ‘cooking wines’ or 
oxidised left-overs from the bottom of the bottle. “ 

“Never cook with wine you wouldn’t drink yourself”, he 
pronounced at one of his cooking classes I attended. “If wine 
is featured in the dish you are cooking, then that should be 
the wine you drink with its eating”. If Tony’s recipes required 
wine, he specified the variety and often his preferred 
vineyard and vintage. 

One of the favoured books on the shelves of our vineyard 
kitchen is Tony Bilson’s Recipe Book, published in 1987, when 
Tony was running Kinsela’s Brasserie and Bilson’s at the Quay. 

It’s top shelf, up there with the rest of the poetry books. 

I have chosen one of Tony’s signature dishes to illustrate the 
Master’s attention to precise detail and explanation. It is a 
classic seafood entrée, which has appeared  regularly in 
menus over the 48 years I’ve been visiting his table.  

Basically it is a poached mixture of favoured fish served with 
a beure blanc or some other appropriate sauce. If you mould 
the fish between two spoons and gently poach them, it is 
called a “Quenelles”, if you poach the fish in a small ramekin 
or pot it is a “Mouselines”.  I practised making both versions 
in one of Tony’s cooking classes at the Sydney Fish Markets. 
Fortunately I was not as reckless as one of the other students 
who suggested it made no difference which method you 
chose, which led to an embarrassing and colourful retort! 

There is written poetry in Tony’s recipes which is why I am 
providing a link to his published version for Trout 
Mousselines with Yabby Sauce. Served with a crisp Canberra 
District Riesling or a Petit Chablis from Burgundy, life doesn’t 
get much better! 
https://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/recipes/chefs-
recipes/tony-bilson-trout-mousseline-with-yabby-sauce-7577   

Tony was passionate about truffles, but for most of his career 
could only use imported truffle oils or other preserved 
versions of this wonderful fungi. How he would have adored  

 

mailto:geoff@gundogestate.com.au
https://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/recipes/chefs-recipes/tony-bilson-trout-mousseline-with-yabby-sauce-7577
https://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/recipes/chefs-recipes/tony-bilson-trout-mousseline-with-yabby-sauce-7577
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living and cooking in Gundaroo with his local truffiere a short 
hop down the road in Sutton!  
His dish Poulet en demi-deuil is a great example of his skill with 
adaptation, is very easy to make, tastes delicious, and features 
three of his, and my, favourite ingedients: chicken, truffle and 
leeks. The name comes from a Paul Bocuse version of truffled 
turkey. The ever-extravagant Bocuse would stuff the turkey with 
fresh truffles, wrap it in cloth and bury it in the back garden for 
four days thus infusing the bird with the overwhelming flavour 
of the truffle!  

You will find the version below much simpler.  

Bon apetit!  

 

 

CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch supplied by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant available from 12 to 2pm. 

Bookings are recommended.  

Last year, Gundog Estate sponsored a design competition  

for second-year Architecture and Landscape students at the  

University of Canberra. Students worked in small teams to  

prepare a site plan, and detailed landscape and architectural  

plans for the cellar door and winery. 

Come and visit the cellar door and check out some of the top 

students’ final projects. 

* New Releases * 
2016 Semillon 

2019 Smoking Barrel Red 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

Poulet en demi-deuil 

1 medium sized organic or corn-fed Chicken 
6 leeks, white part only 
Finely sliced truffle (quantity determined by your desire and your purse. I think  
  two  grams would produce a legendary dinner party) 
350ml good Chardonnay or Semillon 
1 bay leaf 
6 peppercorns 
Sprig of thyme. 
Salt 

Carefully arrange the truffle slices between the chicken breast and the skin, 
secure the legs and wings with string and place it in an accommodating pot. 

Slice the leeks and soften them in butter. Put in the pot with the chicken and add 
the wine and an equal quantity of water, the bay leaf, peppercorns and thyme. 

Cover pot with a tight lid, bring to the boil and skim the surface. Add two tspns of 
salt and simmer for one and a quarter hours. The soup will be very clear. 

Lift the chicken from the pot and remove the truffled breasts. (The rest of the 
chicken can be used for another dish.) Slice the breasts thinly and place in the 
bottom of small bowls. Ladle the broth over the chicken and serve. 

 

   
 *  *   
 
 

Tuesday―Sunday  
from 3pm till close (variable)  
Restaurant from Wednesday 

Limited table seating inside. Bookings advisable. 
Mandatory sign-in and out. Social distancing and hygiene. 

Follow staff directions. Mingle outside only.  

FEBRUARY 
Sun 14th    Valentine’s Day specials 
Sat 20th     Sydney Hotshots  
(from 7.30pm)  (with special guests) 
  (Tickets at the bar or on Facebook) 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 
For Gundaroo’s sporting and community groups. 
Tickets available at the Pub, or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat trays supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

Watch Facebook regularly for updates 
and new announcements 

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 
 

and Post Office 
SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 9.30am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with enjoyable  
and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about things natural 
By Sue McIntyre 

An outburst 
While I am a reasonably attentive bird observer, it is a 
rare occasion that I overcome sleep or laziness and get 
up in time to witness the dawn chorus and the short 
period after, when the birds are at their best. However, 
on one recent January morning, I did forgo the pleasure 
of lingering in bed with a cup of tea and reading the 
news. I stepped out into air that was clear, calm and 
beautifully mild, and I was to be richly rewarded. 

Binocular-armed, I headed to the top end of the block. 
Going far from the house would be more likely to add 
a few more names to the bird list that we reset every 
Thursday, and have done so now for 12 years. The tall 
flower spikes of the abundant summer grasses were 
cured and dropping their seed, glowing golden-brown 
in the slanting rays of the rising sun. Underfoot, the 
dewy green tussocks reminded me that it really was 
early morning. Wading through the not terribly 
pleasant combination of wet grass and tall raspy seed 
heads, I stopped half-way to my destination at a small 
stand of Red Box where there seemed to be a bit of 
birdy action.  

I heard a Scarlet Robin call. Although they stay year-
round, these robins tend to be inconspicuous over 
spring and summer, presumably busy building nests 
and raising chicks. Most birds tend to be rather 
discreet at this time, understandably.  

While hearing a familiar call is sufficient for a bird record, 
I was keen to see a Scarlet Robin, after a month with no 
sightings. So I sat down on the ground, elbows propped 
on knees – a comfortable position for a prolonged 
binocular session. The robin was still calling and a bunch 
of other birds were twittering encouragingly. 

The field of view where I settled had the elements that 
contribute to good habitat, and good birdwatching. 
From my position on open ground, I could see the full 
crowns of a tight cluster of large Red Box (pictured 
below, on the right). There was a spinney of suckering 
Silver Wattles and young dense-leaved eucalypts (on 
the left) and a dead tree in between. 

 
The golden grass is Themeda triandra, which has 
seeded heavily this year, and there were plenty of 
insects in the air and on the ground. Dead standing 
trees, once they have dropped their leaves and 
smaller branches, are much favoured by birds and  

 

birdwatchers alike. They allow the birds a good 
lookout for friends and enemies, and a perch from 
which to hawk flying insects. Birdwatchers like these 
trees as there are no bothersome leaves to obscure 
the view. On settling down, I immediately saw a flock 
of Dusky Woodswallows, perched in the dead tree and 
swooping at flying insects. These are a declining 
woodland species, with handsome powdered feathers 
of grey-brown, a gentle manner, and an acrobatic 
style. It is always a delight to watch them, and they 
are uncommon in these parts. 

A flock of Striated Pardalotes accompanied the 
woodswallows, but were dashing between the dead 
tree and the Red Box canopies. Curious for there to be 
so many together, and to be so exposed. On closer 
examination, I realised that the live trees were also 
thronging with birds. Tiny thornbills were most 
numerous – at least four species, but hard to identify 
at a distance as they move so rapidly and hide within 
the leaves.  The ubiquitous Gray Fantails were dancing 
about in their effusive way, and there were two kinds 
of honeyeaters, warblers, Noisy Friarbirds, Leaden 
Flycatchers, and rosellas. All their different calls 
merged into one happy twittering chorus. Although 
the robin had stayed out of sight, this scene of joyful 
exuberance made up for it. 

I was scanning the trees for new sightings when a 
disturbance in the crown caught my eye, and through 
the kerfuffle dashed a raptor, attempting to snatch a 
small bird or two. But what happened next was even 
more dramatic. Within moments of the swoop, the 
entire tree crown exploded, with hundreds of  birds 
pitching their alarm calls in the same moment and 
flying out of the tree in every direction, as fast as they 
could – including an oriole and cuckoo-shrikes, large 
birds I had not realised were there. Two more species 
for the bird list. 

After the explosion of sound and flight, it fell deathly 
quiet just as quickly, and only one bird could be seen. 
The bird that had shattered our morning reverie, a 
solitary Collared Sparrowhawk, was sitting quietly 
right in front of me in one of the hurriedly vacated 
eucalypts. Another one for the bird list. I was fairly 
sure it had failed to catch anything, which must have 
been a disappointment. No breakfast, despite a feast 
of hundreds on offer. I felt a bit sorry for it. The Brown 
Goshawk is very similar in appearance to the 
sparrowhawk, but the aerial snatching of small birds in 
the air is very much the business of the latter, while 
the goshawk is larger and tends to take prey from the 
ground. 

In following days, we saw similar large feeding parties, 
and they contain many juvenile birds of a variety of 
species. I would be guessing that they are forming 
some kind of communal nursery, where there is 
relative safety in numbers. Perhaps this is a reflection 
of the abundant season, where there is plenty for 
everyone and no need to spread thinly. The unlucky 
sparrowhawk excepted. 

February 2021 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Harvesting potatoes 

With the status of the world as it is, growing one’s own 
plants is high on many lists. For those who have never 
grown their own produce, it takes a little getting used 
to, and it’s important to have some good systems in 
place to ensure your plants get the best possible care 
and to optimise your yield. 

Growing 
For nearly all vegetables, you need a really great soil, 
usually a vegetable mix that is friable, allowing good 
drainage and moisture absorption and is clean of 
weeds. For potatoes, find a sunny spot with loose rich 
soil. Ideally you should buy seed potatoes from a 
nursery, as potatoes from the supermarket are likely to 
have been treated with something that may 
contaminate your spud patch. 

Plant your potatoes at around the same time as your 
tomatoes, that is mainly after the frosts finish. As your 
plants grow, mound soil up the stem, which supports 
the plant and also encourages tubers to grow. If you 
keep the soil moist and continue to mound it, your 
spuds will thrive. 

Harvesting 

For the best yield and tastiest potatoes, it’s important 
to harvest them at the right time. 

If you like new potatoes – those that are still small and 
young – they need to be eaten immediately after 
harvest, as they do not store for long. It takes about 10 
weeks for the plants to reach a size where you can eat 
them. To harvest them at this time (around the time the 
plant flowers) without digging up the entire plant, gently 
dig around the side of the plant and take out a few, 
leaving the rest to mature to full size in the autumn. 

Mature potatoes are best 
harvested in autumn or 
early winter, depending on 
the plants and the weather. 
Wait until the plant has 
died back completely 
before harvesting your 
mature potatoes. Dig up a 
potato from one of the 
plants and rub the skin of 
the potato with your 
fingers. Potatoes with skin 
that doesn’t rub off easily 
are ready for harvest. If the 
skin does come off easily, 
wait a few more days and 
try again. 

Once the foliage has died back, remove it from the 
potato bed. Potato foliage is renowned for 
harbouring diseases that can transfer to the tubers if 
they come in contact with the plant. Ideally, also 
harvest your potatoes when you have had a few dry 

days, reducing the risk of contaminating the tuber 
and spreading the foliage diseases. 

Dig your potatoes carefully, avoiding damage or 
bruising to the skin or the flesh. If you do damage a 
potato, eat it quickly, as its storage time is greatly 
reduced. 

Storing 
To keep potatoes for as long as possible, it’s 
important to store them correctly. First, clean the 
potatoes by removing all the dirt with a soft brush or 
cloth and place them in a dark spot that is between 7 
and 15 degrees C. After a few weeks, if any potatoes 
feel soft or look withered, throw them out.  

Store the rest in a dark, cool location (at about 7 
degrees C). As another little tip, if you are also storing 
apples, keep them away from the potatoes, as apples 
can stimulate the spuds to sprout. 

February 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 
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Wildcare 
by Merran Laver  

Wildcare: wrapping up 2019–20 

Recent statistics for Wildcare show that over the year to 
July 2020, we responded to almost 4400 calls about wildlife 
needing help. Road collisions accounted for almost a third 
of all calls, involving all animal types. 

A large proportion (45%) of all calls related to macropods: 
mostly eastern grey kangaroos (95%) and some wallabies 
(5%). Road collisions were the primary reason for more 
than half of macropod calls (56%). Calls were also for: 
orphaned or abandoned joeys (12%), often related to road 
deaths of mother; being caught in fencing (6%); and dog 
attacks (2%).  

Around 1000 calls about birds came in, and while this 
covered 84 different species, the most commonly reported 
were: magpies; galahs; sulphur-crested cockatoos; crimson 
rosellas, and wood ducks. A couple of the more unusual 
species were a white-bellied storm petrel and two red-
tailed tropicbirds that blew inland during a storm.  

Sadly, around half of the birds couldn't be saved or had to 
be euthanased – many were victims of road collisions, and 
a large number of cockatoos had beak-and-feather disease 
(not treatable). The good news is that we were able to help 
many birds. This included: 377 released; 30 juveniles 
successfully reunited with their parents; 24 transferred to 
neighbouring rescue groups for care; a number of escaped 
pets returned to owners or re-homed; and a juvenile gang-
gang unable to be released and in permanent care.  

Reptiles also made up a large bulk of calls (612) to 
Wildcare, including lizards, eastern long-necked turtles, and 
snakes. Attacks by dogs and cats were a major cause of 
injury for lizards (40% of lizard calls). Most turtles called in 
were found injured on roads (70% of turtle calls).  

Gunter’s shell is repaired 

Snake calls (400) differ from calls for other reptiles, as 
people tend to report sightings in their gardens or on their 
properties. Half were identified as brown snakes, then tiger 
(19%) and red-bellied black snakes (11%), leaving the rest 
(20%) unidentified. While many calls were for sightings, 
some snakes were in trouble and needed rescue – such as 
being entangled in netting, being stuck in water tanks or 
pools, or having its head stuck in Coke can. Our intrepid 
snake handlers attended many snake sightings, and while 
many couldn’t be found, more than 25% were relocated; 
some were also taken into care. 

Small mammal calls – a total of 247 – mostly included 
possums (66%) and echidnas (27%), as well as gliders, 
koalas and a native rat.  

The number of calls about bats for the year was 62, split 
fairly evenly between microbats (28) and flying foxes (32).  

Of the wombats called in over the year (226 in total), many 
were due to the skin disease, mange (38%). Next were car 
collisions (22%) or being orphaned (12%).  

What is the outcome for these calls about wildlife in strife? 
Our statistics for 2019–20 show that: sadly, 1179 animals 
died or were euthanased; 947 were taken into care;  

421 disappeared before assessment; 237 were left in the 
wild, and observed; and 194 were released or relocated 
upon assessment.  

This year we received 260 calls in the ‘Information’ and 
‘Other’ categories. Many of these were generous offers of 
donations and help from members of the public, during and 
following the bushfires in the region. A number of calls 
about animals (50) also related to fire and drought. 

Wildcare is run totally by volunteers and has charity status. 
Contact Wildcare on 6299 1966 (put it in your mobile). If 
you would like to make a donation (tax-deductible), then 
check out the website: www.wildcare.com.au  

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

http://www.wildcare.com.au/
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport – Cricket 
 

Gundaroo Goats – ‘could do better’ 
The close of January saw the Goats clinging to fourth place 
on the table, rocked by two losses during the month. The 
first game against the undefeated Yass Cobras saw the 
Goats chasing a target of 186 on the lush outfields of 
O'Connor Park. 

 Goats went into drinks needing a further 120 from the last 
20 overs. With some patient singles and some judicial 
hitting, the target continued to dwindle until age and 
fitness saw stalwart Egan twang his hamstring, being 
dismissed shortly thereafter.  

Youngster Brandan Lee came in and kept the run-rate 
ticking over, banging a quickfire 26 before being caught on 
the last ball of the innings, the Goats falling half a dozen 
runs short. Overall, the Goats put up a great effort and are 
inching closer to the competition benchmark side. 

By contrast, the game on the last weekend in January was one 
to forget. Goats played rivals Dalton, and on a wet outfield 
were rolled for 54. Only two players made double figures and 
there were four ducks. Dalton easily chased down the target 
and are now sitting comfortably in the finals, with the Goats’ 
position precarious and needing to win out to guarantee a 
finals spot. 

Let us hope that the team’s new 
‘kit’ (pictured here) will provide 
extra inspiration. 

 

Dave Drew accepts his club  
cap after 40 senior games 

 

 

 

The next home game is against Boorowa on the 13 February, 
and Goats are hosting a ‘pink stumps’ day. More information 
on that is elsewhere in this Gazette. 

As always, anyone looking for a game is encouraged to contact 
Sean Egan (0405 149 600) or Mark Graeme (0409 689 186). 

Sean Egan 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

Junior Goats back on the Park 
2020 ended for the Junior Goats on a balmy December 
evening with the annual Goats Christmas party. Lots of fun 
was had with the usual games and activities including the 
very popular egg catching, because as everyone knows … if 
you can catch a ball, you can catch an egg.  

As it turns out, this statement isn’t entirely accurate, and 
apologies are due to the parents for the additional laundry. 
The evening finished up with a sausage sizzle and a few 
treats for the kids and parents alike. A big thanks to the 
Gundaroo School P&C for kindly providing all the bits and 
pieces left over from the community breakfast, and also to 
the parents that set up and ran the bbq.  

The Junior Goats are back in 2021 on Friday 5 February. No 
doubt many of the kids will have spent the summer watching 
the cricket on TV and will be keen to emulate some of the 
stars of the game. Whilst reverse sweeps and diving catches 
may not be on the cards just yet, we will be looking to 
consolidate the fundamentals and bring the beach cricket 
skills attained over summer back to the Gundaroo oval.  

Finally, we have a small surplus of old cricket gear, 
including plastic stumps, bats and rubber balls from 
seasons past. Gear that’s ideal for the backyard or beach, 
and is available for anyone to take. If you would like some 
please get in touch with us at 
gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au or come down to 
oval on a Friday afternoon. 

Chris Gaggin 
gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au. 

 

 Sutton Mobile 
Rural Stockfeeds 
Sutton Pony Club car park, opposite  

‘The Baker at Sutton’ 
Saturdays 

7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays 

3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

mailto:gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com
mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au
mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of January. They may change again during 
February, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks.  The 
contact details remain as listed.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great family-friendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the advertisement on pages 13.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (No mingling) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday  
to Sunday 3.00pm till late 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 13.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food offering and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of January.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church – Suspended 
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
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