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Gundaroo’s community calendar coming back to life
Several of Gundaroo’s popular periodic 
events look like they will return in some 
form to our social calendar this year. 
The gradual easing of COVID restrictions 
are allowing us to hold larger social 
‘inside’ gatherings.  

Late this month, the Gundaroo Film 
Society will be restarting its popular 
monthly film screenings in the Hall. Read 
all about it and the year’s film calendar 
on pages 6–7.   

Gundaroo Community Association (GCA) 
Arts and Culture Subcommittee is looking 
to restart its Fireside Chats at the 
Colonial Inn. These are very popular on 
wintery Saturday afternoons, listening to 
diverse and interesting presentations by 
community members.  

Arts and Culture also hopes to 
schedule a Concert at the 
Courthouse later in the year. These 
concerts play to appreciative 
audiences, enjoying the outstanding 
accoustics of what is now St Mark’s 
Anglican Church.  

The last Concert, in November 2019 

As well as adding to the diversity of 
musical treats Gundaroo enjoys and 
hosts, Concert at the Courthouse 
also raises funds to help maintain 
this historic building – originally 
Gundaroo’s courthouse.  

The GCA is also seeking a 
date later in the year to hold 
another Gundaroo Expo, 
similar to the first one in 
2019. The concept of the 
Expo is to provide an 
opportunity for the 
community to meet and talk 
with Gundaroo’s various 
community groups, which will 
set up displays and have 
representatives to listen and 
talk to attendees.  

2019 Gundaroo Expo 

GCA is considering inviting 
businesses to take part in this 
year’s Expo, and is seeking further ideas 
and input from community groups 
about making the Expo more inclusive 
and attracting more of Gundaroo’s new 
younger residents.  

The Expo and several other proposed 
events and activities for 2021 will be the 
subject of discussions at a GCA general 
community meeting on 31 March. (See 
page 4 Notice for details.) 

Hopefully, as COVID social restrictions 
are further eased, Gundaroo will be 
able to look forward to the gradual 
return of more opportunities to mix 
indoors – in our eateries, the pub, our 
churches, the school buildings and 
grounds, Park buildings and other 
gathering places – and to do so more 
freely.  
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Quotes for the month 
Woe to you who legislate evil, who make laws that make victims – laws 
that make misery for the poor, rob the destitute of their dignity, exploit 

defenceless widows, take advantage of homeless children.”  

Isaiah !0:1–2 (Modern translation) 

“Some people’s idea of free speech is that they can say anything they 
want, but if anyone says anything back, that is an outrage.”  

Winston Churchill (1874–1965)  
British statesman, army officer, writer, artist 

Prime Minster of the United Kingdom 1940–45 and 1951–55 
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LOCAL NEWS
Good progress at the tip,  
but a question 

Patrons of Gundaroo tip (a.k.a. ‘transfer 
station’) will have noticed a large newly 
poured concrete slab (pictured).  

This ‘pad’, as it’s called, will be where 
the two waste trailers will be parked to 
receive waste from cars and trailers 
that will pull up on the ‘landing’ above.  

Yass Valley Council says the the landing 
will be constructed in March, with backfill 
and the retaining wall blocks, which have 
already been delivered (pictured).  

At the start of March, Council was 
expecting the new service to be ready 
for use “in the next couple of weeks”.  

On the ‘curious’ side, The Gundaroo 
Gazette noticed that the very useful 
paper and cardboard window – with 
the bars across the middle and the 
netting above to persuade users to 
flatten their boxes and not overload the 
bins – had been closed off, but then  
re-opened days later.  

The Gazette will be asking Council the 
reason, and seeking to ensure this 
excellent out-of-hours facility remains 
available.   

‘Breakfast is served’ 

Gundaroo Grocer and Takeaway are 
now making breakfasts – on weekdays 
only at this stage.  

The kitchen will be in operation at 8am, 
when the store opens, rather than at 
9.30am, as was the practice previously.  

The detailed breakfast menu is displayed 
at the store. But it includes all the usual 
breakfast fare – from several toasts with 
spreads, through egg and bacon rolls and 
a jumbo ‘tradie roll’, right up to the ‘big 
breakfast’ (eggs and bacon plus choice of 
nine diverse extras).  

The Grocer is proud that their bread is 
supplied daily by The Baker at Sutton 
and that their eggs are free range.  

If there’s enough patronage and 
potential demand, Gundaroo Grocer 
intends to offer this great service on 
weekends as well.  

Gundaroo roads on list for 
gravel re-sheeting 

Four unsealed roads well-used by 
Gundaroo district residents are included 
on a preliminary list of 14 that could be 
included in the Yass Valley Council’s 
revived gravel re-sheeting program.  

They are Back Creek Rd, Dicks Creek Rd, 
Tallagandra Lane and Yass River Rd.  

The revival of the drought-affected  
re-sheeting program is being assisted 
by a new allocation to Council of more 
than a million dollars from the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) 
Program.  

Council’s decision to use the funds for 
re-sheeting will be welcomed by users 
of these roads, who have experienced 
some years of periodic grading that has 
deteriorated faster than ideal.  

Council is programming the work to 
begin in April and to be finished by the 
end of 2021.  

Police presence welcomed 

Senior Constable Joe Fitzgerald, from 
Collector Police Station, has told The 
Gundaroo Gazette that he will soon be 
conducting inspections of compliance 
with the firearms safe storage legal 
requirements. A mass mail out is being 
done to advise selected gun owners 
and to schedule an inspection visit.  

Snr Constable Fitzgerald also reported 
on the recent ‘Pop-up Cop’ visit to 
Gundaroo, set up in Cork Street 
outside ‘The Nest’ on Wednesday 24 
February (pictured above right). 

He was joined that day by Snr 
Constables Kim Finch (Marulan) and 
Garry Handsaker (Tarago). All three 
were pleased with the welcome and 
the good attendance, and with the 
opportunity to talk about issues of 
concern with residents and visitors.  

Snr Constable Fitzegerald said: “Pop-up 
Cop is a fantastic way for local police 
to interact with the community, and 
encourages locals to report matters 
and meet their local officer.” 

A common subject was drivers 
speeding through the village, and also 
on the road to Sutton. Another was the 

heavy vehicle traffic during an early 
phase of the residential development 
north of the village.  

Snr Constable Fitzgerald reported that 
Hume District Highway Patrol (HWP) 
has recently been more active on the 
Sutton Road. He also reported that the 
HWP had monitored the heavy vehicle 
traffic for speed and found their 
drivers complying with the village and 
highway speed limits. Beyond that, the 
police have no other reason to 
intervene in the heavy vehicles legal 
use of the roads.  

Another ‘Pop-up Cop’ visit is being 
planned in a few months. The 
Gundaroo Gazette hopes to be able to 
publish a notice in good time.  

Council’s two very helpful 
information events  
In February, The Gundaroo Gazette 
attended two free advice and ‘teaching’ 
sessions organised by Yass Valley 
Council for the Valley community.  

The first, in Council Chambers on the 
morning of Monday 15th, was a Grants 
Workshop, designed to help community 
organisations prepare applications to a 
wide variety of funding sources. 

Organised and facilitated by Council’s 
Community Engagement Officer, Helen 
Maskell-Knight, the workshop was 
presented by The Grants Guy, Keith 
Whelan – an inspired choice. Keith 
shared the knowledge from his decades 
of experience writing and assessing 
grant applications to a variety of public 
and private sources – all levels of 
government, and not-for-profit and 
philanthropic foundations.  

He packed a huge amount of valuable 
information, advice and tips into three 
hours, presenting it with Irish-accented 
humour and generosity.  

Colin Lee (Hall Committee) and Phil 
Gaden (Scout Leader) also attended 
from Gundaroo. We all found the 
morning valuable.  

On the evening of Thursday 25th, Council 
conducted a free information session 
offering tips for parents and guardians  
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helping learner drivers become safer 
drivers. The Soldiers’ Club auditorium 
was as full of learners and supervisors as 
COVID rules would allow.  

The session was organised and facilitated 
by Council’s Road Safety Officer, Meryl 
Hinge. Meryl’s own excellent talks were 
supplemented by those from a Hume 
District Highway Patrol Officer, an 
experienced instructor with a Goulburn-
based Safer Drivers Course, and a very 
courageous and articulate young woman, 
wheelchair-bound after a paralysing 
crash caused by fatigue and a microsleep.  

The primary focus was on safer driving. 
The session also covered sobering 
statistics about youth and inexperience, 
the driving tests (including the 
mandatory new Hazard Perception 
Test), road rules and penalties 
(particularly those applying to learners 
and P-platers), avoiding risk, and how 
to be a very good stress-free driving 
supervisor.  

We were all offered a most useful 
information kit of material from the 
NSW Centre for Road Safety (online at: 
www.roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au).  

Your editor was a driving instructor in 
his long-since previous life, and still 
likes to help novice drivers keep 
themselves and others alive during 
their most hazardous driving years. It 
was a very worthwhile evening indeed.  

These information events can empower 
the community – and make Council’s 
life easier. Council deserves praise and 
thanks for staging them. May there be 
more.  

Service NSW Mobile  
Service Centre 
The Service NSW Mobile Service Centre 
is scheduled to be in Bungendore on 30 
April 2021, from 9am to 3pm.  

For readers unfamiliar with this service, 
Service NSW makes scheduled visits to 
rural and regional communities to 
enable those less able to travel to a  

regional town or city to access a broad 
range of services. These include: 

● renewing a driver licence or vehicle 
registration 

● processing of Medical and Mobility 
Parking Permits 

● processing of RSA and RCG cards 
● undertaking driver knowledge tests 
● applying for births, deaths, and 

marriages certificates 
● applications and renewals for Working 

with Children Checks 
● consulting a Cost-of-Living specialist for 

help accessing more than 70 
government rebates and savings.  

Mobile Service Centres will accept 
cashless payments by credit and debit 
card or cheque. 

For more information, see 
service.nsw.gov.au/msc. 

Gundaroo is not on the radar for visits. 
But already some Gundaroo residents 
have used the Bungendore centre on its 
previous visit and found it more 
convenient than Queanbeyan and Yass.  

The venue on 30 April will be Mick 
Sherd Oval in Gibraltar Street.  

Springdale Solar Farm 

The NSW Independent Planning 
Commission (IPC) has given approval, 
subject to conditions, for the 190ha 
Springdale Solar farm project to be built 
on Tallagandra Lane.  

The Gundaroo Gazette didn’t take a 
‘position’ during the very drawn-out  
consultation–to–appeal process.  

But it did monitor the goings-on, and 
spent quite some time reviewing 
submissions on the initial draft EIS and 
to the IPC review.  

Based on the stark contrast between 
the mostly high-quality well-researched 
and specific objections and the mostly 
brief, generalised and often very distant 
supporting submissions, the Gazette 
finds the IPC decision hard to fathom.  

Interested readers should visit: 
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2
020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703 

www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au  

www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com.  

News Shorts 

Courthouse heritage project 
Assessment of the Courthouse precinct 
for possible heritage protection is now 
well in hand. All the expert engineering 
and technical reports are done, and other 
stakeholders are supporting the project. 
Michael Fox Architects are now searching 
plans and other records to prepare a 
strong case for grants to conserve and 
protect the whole precinct.  

ANZAC Day ceremony 
The GCA Monuments Subcommittee is 
planning an ANZAC Day Dawn Service. It 
may be a a COVID-safe small ceremony, or 
a bigger service if COVD restrictions are 
further relaxed.  

When decided, a detailed notice will be 
published in the April edition of The 
Gundaroo Gazette.  

Fire Brigade AGM, 17 March 
This is a reminder that the Gundaroo Rural 
Fire Brigade is holding its Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday 17 March in the Fire 
Brigade HQ in Cork St, starting at 7pm.  

Gundaroo south flow path 
Council has not yet provided any more 
information about its consideration of the 
flood consultant’s plans to instal a series of 
small retention basins in the new ‘roadside 
drainage’ at the east end of Lot St so as to 
slow the velocity of the water flow from the 
Common and down Lot St, across the school 
playing field and down to Cork St.  

 

 

Easter Church Services 

St Mark’s (Anglican 

An Easter Sunday combined service for 
Gundaroo, Sutton and Wamboin churches 

will be held at  
St Andrew’s, Wamboin, 9 Poppet Rd, 

starting at 9.30am.  

Contact: Venerable Dr Royce Thompson, 
0416 265 600 

St Joseph’s (Catholic) 

Mass on Easter Sunday at 9.00am  

Spaced seating limits numbers, so 
advance registration is necessary 

Contact: Narelle Buckley, 0422 808 964 

Gundaroo Community Church 

Subject to a new COVID-plan being 
approved by the Uniting Church, a service 
may be held on Easter Sunday at 9.00am.  

Watch the Gundaroo Community Connect 
Facebook page for more information.  

Contact: Steve Myers,  0411 145 185 

http://www.roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/msc
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
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Gundaroo Transfer Station 

Work is progressing on installing the new waste trailer pad.  

The concrete slab base has been poured. The prefab concrete retainer 

wall blocks (already delivered) will be in place with backfilling and 

preparation of the unloading area to occur this week. The new waste 

trailers have also arrived. Council plans to have the project finished in 

the next couple of weeks ready for use.  

Council endorses site for new Yass Civic Precinct  

Council has officially endorsed 209 Comur Street, as the preferred 

location for the redevelopment of a new Civic Precinct – comprising a 

new library, community meeting rooms, office accommodation, 

eCommerce small business centre, short-term accommodation and 

long term tenants – as a key future infrastructure for the community. 

Council has allocated $672,000 in the 2020/21 budget for the 

completion of a master plan, schematic design and all necessary 

development approval documentation. 

For the full story, please see our website: 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1092 

Gundaroo DA and Consent 

A revised DA for a shed in Gundaroo has been approved, subject to a 

reduction in wall plate and pitch height and a condition that strictly 

prohibits the shed being used for business and industrial purposes. 

Conditional Consent has been issued for a two-lot subdivision in 

Gundaroo. As part of this, the opening of David Street is be considered 

as part of the 2021/22 budget process. 

Funding boost for local unsealed road network 

Yass Valley Council has received an extra $1,020,648 under an 

extension of the Australian Government’s Local Roads and Community 

Infrastructure (LRCI) Program, which will be spent on the gravel  

re-sheeting of unsealed roads throughout the Local Government Area. 

The LRCI Program aims to assist a community-led economic recovery 

from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on a local level through 

procurement, jobs creation, and support for small business. 

Councillors determined at the November meeting to spend the money 

on the gravel re-sheeting of Council’s unsealed road network.  

Yass Valley Mayor Rowena Abbey said: “Gravel re-sheeting of 

unsealed roads is an essential requirement to ensure that a grading 

intervention can be effective. The gravel re-sheeting program was 

suspended due to the drought, and Council has been playing catch up 

ever since. The allocation of this funding will be the first step in re-

establishing an annual re-sheeting program for the unsealed network.” 

The work is programmed to commence in April 2021 and will continue 

throughout the year, with a set completion date of 31 December 2021. 

Various roads throughout the LGA will be included, but a firm schedule 

is yet to be set. More information will be provided on this when it 

becomes available.  

A preliminary list of 14 unsealed roads that could be in the re-sheeting 

program includes Back Creek Rd, Dicks Creek Rd, Tallagandra Lane 

and Yass River Rd.  

 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Restrictions eased for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been halved to 2m
2

 per person. This raises the 

maximum capacity in our main hall from 26 to 52, 

which opens the way to a rather more ‘normal’ use.  

We can also include ALL the space ‘accessible to the 

public’ (foyer, stage, supper room, etc), bringing the 

total countable space to 168m
2

, thereby allowing 84 

persons on the premises at any one time.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  
social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo Community Association  
Membership for 2021 is due.  

Forms at the Gundaroo Grocer, or by request via 

gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com.  

General Meeting on Wednesday 31 March in 

the Memorial Hall. All welcome. COVID-safe 

procedures apply. 

Discussion of matters from February Committee: 

―  2021 Gundaroo Expo  

―  Fireside Chats and Concert at the Courthouse 

―  Landcare interest 

―  Village verges 

―  Biketrack upgrade and new skatepark? 

―  Weeding around the village 

―  Meeting with Yass Valley Council on 8 March 

Next Annual General Meeting will be in May 

 

Gundaroo Grocer | Cork Street Cellars  
& Takeaway | Post Office 

EASTER TRADING HOURS 
Thursday 1st April ― 8am to 4pm 

Good Friday 2nd April ― Closed 

Saturday 3rd April ― Closed 

Sunday 4th ― Closed  

Monday 5th April ― Closed 

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Notice of  

Annual General Meeting of Commoners 

7.30pm, Tuesday 23 March 2021 

St Joseph’s Church Hall, Morning St, Gundaroo 

Note: An election of Board members will be 
conducted at the meeting. 

All Commoners and Gundaroo residents  
are welcome. 

[COVID restrictions will apply.]  

 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1092
mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
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From ‘The Desk’ 
Another packed edition of The Gundaroo Gazette. And there 
was more I could have used.  

If you think there’s too much, or the pages are too crowded for 
your easy reading, please let me know. Be nice – but honest.  

Please note the upcoming meetings and AGMs of several 
community groups that play an important role in and around 
Gundaroo. Give them your support. (See pages 4, 5 and 10.)  

It is a pleasure to give so much space to the Gundaroo Film 
Society, launching its COVID-safe film calendar for 2021 (see 
pages 6 and 7) – a welcome return for its many regular 
patrons. And many will welcome back Fireside Chats and 
Concert at the Courthouse, if they can also be arranged.  

The Gazette will raise with Council some issues with the street 
trees in Cork Street. Most new trees have survived well and are 
thriving beautifully. A few succumbed to the drought. But the 
new stump outside the Hall is coppicing vigorously, and has 
become a pedestrian and potential traffic hazard. Time to act. 

Until April 
Your Editor / Custodian 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

 

Gundaroo Social Tennis Club 
Anyone for tennis? Our kids are having such fun at their 
tennis lessons, we thought the adults might like to have a 

social game or two themselves. 

We are gauging community interest. Everyone is welcome. 

Suggested times (so far) are Tuesday evening (5:00–
6:00pm) and Sunday morning (9:00–11:00am), although you 
would not be required to attend both. A $2/session fee 

will help the school with the upkeep of the court. 

Please contact Kylie Martin or Virginia Dixon with your 
interest, and preferences for Tuesday/Sunday and times. 

Kylie Martin on Kyliem1975@gmail.com  
Or text Gin on 0410 575 581. 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Meeting: Monday 29 March 
7.30pm in the Literary Institute 

Discussion includes 
―  the GDHS 2021 calendar  
―  the forthcoming exhibition to be held  
         in the Literary Institute. 

Members and friends of GDHS are invited.  
But please RSVP to ensure we remain COVID-safe.  
Email on:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:Kyliem1975@gmail.com
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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GFS is flickering back on! 
It has been almost an entire year without local screenings at the Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall, and I for one 
have been feeling that lack. The good news is that the Gundaroo Film Society (GFS) is launching the 2021 season 
on 20th March with the feel-good film Yesterday (2019) directed by Danny Doyle. 

COVID-19 restrictions require that we make changes to the way the Society runs the screenings. 

•  There will be no public screening to open the season as in previous years. 

• Only financial members and their guests who have all pre-registered and been assigned a seating 
allocation may attend. 

• Following NSW Government guidelines, numbers will be limited. As different groups and individuals 
attend each screening, the booking officer (me) will produce a unique seating plan based on pre-
bookings. We ask members to promptly arrive and be seated to avoid crowding. The seating plan will be 
prominently displayed. 

• Group bookings will be limited to a maximum of six members, including guests, to allow flexibility in 
layout. Bookings will normally open on the first of the month, and you will be notified of your seat 
allocations a week before the screening at the latest. 

• Until further notice, BYO meals will not be permitted. However, you may bring your own drinks and 
drinking vessels. Tea, coffee and ice creams will also not be available. 

• Before entering the Hall, check in using the Hall’s QR code and use the hand sanitiser provided. 

• Please do not come if you feel unwell. 

We are carrying on and staying calm, looking forward to seeing members enjoying a new year of the delightful 
and varied fare that is the Gundaroo Film Calendar. For more details, go to Gundaroofilms.org or that wicked 
conglomerate, Facebook – or simply tear out the calendar on the next page and stick it on the fridge.  

Wayne Kotzur 

President 
Gundaroo Film Society 

 

http://gundaroofilms.org/
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What a busy start to the term it has been! 

We kicked off the year with a lovely P&C welcome 
event and the Swimming Carnival.  

A big thanks to Emma G for catering the P&C Welcome 
event. It was great to see some new faces in 
attendance for our first P&C Meeting of the year. No 
doubt the P&C will again achieve many great things for 
the school in 2021. 

Our Swimming Carnival was again a highlight in the 
Term 1 calendar, with ‘having a go’ the theme of the 
day. We’ve since had the District Carnival, where 
Gundaroo swam superbly against their competitors 
from the Queanbeyan network of schools. A big 
congratulations to Grace and Ruth who have made it 
through to the Regional carnival in Dapto on the 10th 
of March. What an achievement!   

We’ve started Rugby Union clinics, thanks to a 
Sporting Schools grant, and children are loving 
learning new skills. It’s great to see the football posts 
and footballs being utilised during break times. 

Friday 5th was our ‘Clean Up Gundaroo!’ day. Students 
from K–6 were out and about with gloves and bag in 
hand, picking up all sorts of rubbish that had been 
discarded. It was nice to see that there actually wasn’t 
too much to collect!  

I look forward to sharing more exciting school news in 
the next Gazette. 

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal

.  

 

  

   Gundaroo School News 
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1st Gundaroo Scouts

 
 

Scouts have returned in 2021 with an exciting program and a few changes. 

The Cubs have been busy with bike safety, and you may have seen them making the most of the dirt 
mounds behind the cricket nets, or on their ride around the village.  It is great to see everyone 
having a go and enjoying the activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scouts are working towards a cooking camp in late March with the Cub section. Scouting is not just about 
surviving in the great outdoors but thriving. The theme for this camp is all about the food, with the scouts 
responsible for menu planning and cooking. Depending on the weather, this might be over an open fire, or 
using a portable gas stove. 

Scouts NSW is changing the way parents are billed. Previously, 1st Gundaroo collected payments from parents, 
and then paid the insurance costs. From this year, Scouts NSW will bill parents directly the insurance fee, 
currently $50 per term. Parents who apply for the ‘active kids voucher’ through Service NSW find their invoice 
adjusted accordingly. 1st Gundaroo will still issue an invoice to parents to cover consumables and ongoing costs 
of building rent and maintenance. Fundraising activities will also resume this year, to reduce the financial 
burden. Mechanisms are in place to ensure all children have an opportunity to attend Scouting, regardless of 
their financial situation. To access support, please contact Phil Gaden. 

The observant of you may have noticed a few changes around the 
Community / Scout Hall. We have finally put some trim up around the 
windows and installed an upright post near our mezzanine ladder. We are 
still looking for some decking boards (6 x 2.4m lengths) to allow us to finish 
off the trim around the doors. If you have any that may be suitable, please 
contact Phil Gaden. 

Finally, Scouts is approaching the end of its reporting period, and this 
means there is an opportunity for parents, friends or anyone else with a 
few hours a month to assist in the administration of the group. Volunteers 
will need a ‘working with children check’ (WWCC), which is free, in order 
to assist on our committee. If you are able to help, please contact Phil 
Gaden or Mandy Coslett for more information.  

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 

0413137761 

 

Attempts at English can be funny – as in these signs from around the world 

Cocktail lounge, Norway 
Ladies are requested not have children in the bar. 

On a poster in Kencom, Kenya 
Are you an adult that cannot read? If so, we can help you. 

Dry cleaners, Bangkok 
Drop your trousers here for the best results.  

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel 
You are welcome to visit the cemetery, where famous 
Russian and Soviet composers artists and writers are 
buried daily, except Thursday.  

Airline ticket office, Copenhagen 
We take your bags and send them in all directions.  
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Annual General Meeting 
The Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade Annual General Meeting is being held on Wednesday 17 March at 7.30 pm in 
the Fire Brigade training room. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Full dams and water tanks, and green grass – but please remain vigilant 
The Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) is still in place until 31 March, and at time of writing this newsletter, NSW 
Rural Fire Service had not announced if it will be extending the date. The rain keeps falling and the grass keeps 
growing, and the Brigade is asking everyone to please remain vigilant. Do not become complacent, be prepared and 
know your Bush Fire Survival Plan (www.myfireplan.com.au ). Remember to keep on maintaining the area around 
your home or property to best be prepared for a grass/bush fire. In an emergency, call triple zero (000), State 
Emergency Service (SES) – Flood, Storm assistance, call 132 500, or Sutton SES Unit, 0417 502 396. 

Donations 
Thank you to the following people for their generous donations: 
Richard Fleming, Marty O’Connor and Julie Gawronski  

A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible if made by June 30. Pay by cheque, 
cash or direct transfer. Please include your name and address for receipt.  
Contact Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach on 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au 
For direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 032746      Account No: 01596. 

Incident Report  
Captain Michael Cliff reported two incidents since last report: 
16 January – smoke sighting that turned out to be dust 
17 January – MVA on the Federal Highway. 

Total Fire Ban Sign 
As mentioned in the last Gazette, the Brigade has a new sign for when a Total Fire Ban day is declared. The sign 
will be hung on the specially made frame attached to the Cork Street noticeboard. Please look out for it, and 
take notice.  

Storz Fittings 
If you are installing a rainwater tank, please consider fitting it with 65mm fire Storz fittings. In the event of an 
emergency, the Storz fittings provide a quick universal connection for our fire trucks to access water from your 
tank. Our trucks do carry adapters if you have different sizes. For further information call Deputy Brett Southwell 
on 0419 416 897 or Captain Michael Cliff 0428 494 403 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and parts 
of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au


The Gundaroo Gazette     March 2021 11 

‘Bushfire season’ 
By Barbara Westerway

 

While visiting my daughter in Gundaroo recently, I had 
a call from my nephew about another ferocious fire 
ravaging our beautiful country. He is a Communications 
Officer in the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in South 
Australia, but in this instance his involvement was as a 
homeowner battling the inferno that was threatening 
his home at Mt. Bold in the Adelaide Hills.  

It reminded me of the quite alarming information I’d 
read in the Australian National University’s study on 
climate change, where researchers stated that 
Australian forests are “primed to burn”, and that they 
expect more bushfire seasons like the unprecedented 
‘Black Summer’ of 2019–2020. 

Having grown up as a ‘bush kid’, I knew a bit about 
fires. But it was a different story many years later 
when Jim, my husband’s eerily identical twin brother, 
had a fire on his property at Yass. 

He’d had a fire at ‘Spring Creek’ way back in April that 
year (after the ‘end’ of the bushfire season), and he 
wasn’t expecting another fire. But one warm autumn 
morning, a neighbour suddenly rocked up and 
banged very loudly on the back door. 

“Hey Jim!” he shouted, “do you know you’ve got a 
fire on your place?”  

Jim had been quietly working away on his computer; 
he expressed amazement and then alarm! He’d taken 
the pump and the tanks off his truck, thinking they’d 
no longer be needed. And now there was a fire! 

There was a feverish scramble to get the pump and 
tanks back on again and then he and his neighbour 
tore off to attend to the  fire. 

They were hard 
at it, with some 
neighbours, 
when about an 
hour later, units 
from Gunning, 
Oolong, Dalton, 
Blakeney Creek 
and others 
roared in to 
help.  

It wasn’t easy! They couldn’t get into the bush to 
fight the fire because the country was too rough, too 
steep, or too heavily timbered to get the trucks in. 

In the end it was the local earth-mover and dam 
builder who saved the day – and Jim’s farm. He went 
in with his bulldozer and made a perimeter road right 
around the farm. They had to cut the fences every 
couple of hundred yards, but eventually they 
managed to contain the blaze. 

As the units and various neighbours packed up and 
prepared to pull out, Jim’s wife rushed out with stacks 
of sandwiches, pots of tea and bottles of water. 

The exhausted men flopped down on anything that 
made a seat – planks, stools, boxes, barrels, even an 
old tree trunk and a couple of worn tyres.   

Dusk was falling as Jim staggered around with cold 
beers, and everyone began talking about what a good 
effort it had been. 

With their property now safe, Judy had begun to relax.  
“It looked like Pitt Street!” she said with a laugh. 

“More cars and trucks came up our road today than 
I’ve seen for years.” Then, as if it had been a social 
occasion, she beamed and called out “thanks for 
coming over!“ 

Our Rural Bushfire 
Brigades, which are 
voluntary organisations, are 
a wonderful example of the 
efficient system of 
cooperative self-help that 
exists among so many 
country people.  

According to the NSW Rural Fire Service, we have been 
fortunate this year to have one of the quietest fire 
seasons in 
almost a 
decade. 
Despite this, 
our local 
Brigade 
members 
are still ‘on 
duty’ every 
day – 
training and 
responding 
to various 
incidents and emergencies. And, of course, 
encouraging all residents to sit down with their families 
to discuss and review their Bush Fire Survival Plan 
(www.myfireplan.com.au).   

Reading through all the information available on the 
Gundaroo Brigade website reminded me of an 
interesting article I’d read in the Canberra City News 
in January about the “thousands of pieces of 
firefighters’ memorabilia” found in the Canberra Fire 
Museum. The collection includes a horse-drawn cart 
(the Brigade’s first vehicle used in 1913), a Hotchkiss 
vintage fire engine, a hand-drawn cart used in 
Queanbeyan in 1893, various fire bells, and some 
magnificent brass helmets worn by firefighters such 
as my father-in-law in earlier times.  

This is an exhibition many children might enjoy, and 
shows how long our district Fire Brigades have been 
in action.  

http://www.myfireplan.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR1YfT6HIos2gyyOOqr1jlPYvAae2zrOsq6Wreb-xDivzPZgV6q3Vb8lmHc
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant available from 12 to 2pm. 

Bookings are recommended.  

Have you visited the cellar door and 

tried the amazing lunch options 

provided by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant? 

Why not stop in and see what food 

and wine pairings we recommend!  

How does ‘potato tortellini, almond 

ricotta, muscatel, beurre noisette’ 

paired with our Gundog Estate  

Chase Semillon sound? 

Now stocking locally sourced pantry products from Sarah’s Kitchen & 

Catering Co, Brooks Creek Hampers, and Black Horse Foods. 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

Sutton Mobile Rural 
Stockfeeds 

Sutton Pony Club car park, opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays:   7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays:   3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 
Pay by card or cash 

  
 

 

 
Tuesday―Sunday  

from 3pm till close (variable)  
Restaurant from Wednesday 

Limited table seating inside. Bookings advisable. 
Mandatory sign-in and out. Social distancing and hygiene. 

Follow staff directions. Mingle outside only.  

GOODBYE BELLA 
Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Bella and her Rolling 
Hills Kitchen. The COVID restrictions hit us all very 

hard, and despite our best efforts at innovative service, 
which so many of you generously welcomed and 

supported, some changes have become necessary.  
These will be announced in the coming weeks.  

MARCH & APRIL 
Events for the next month, Easter opening hours, and 
any easing of COVID restrictions will appear on our 

Facebook page.  
VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 

For Gundaroo’s sporting and community groups. Tickets 
available at the Pub, or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat trays supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Tales from The Gundaroo Store 
By Robyn Thorne 

Life in The Gundaroo Store in the 70s, 80s and 90s (continued) 

 

More food!  

During the eighties, there was a proposal afoot to mine 
the sand from the bed of the Yass River near the village 
and cart it off to Canberra in industrial quantities. 
Many Gundaroo residents felt this was unsustainable 
and voiced considerable opposition to the idea.  

To help meet the legal expenses (the dispute went all 
the way to the Land and Environment Court), several 
fund-raising dinners were held. For one of these, we 
decided to spit roast a couple of lambs. These were 
not from our regular supplier but donated by a local 
farmer. They were very fine beasts but perhaps too 
well fed, being a little on the fatty side.  

During the roast, fat began dripping into the fire faster 
and faster, until the whole spit was suddenly engulfed in 
flame. Fearing for the safety of our building, I reached 
for the fire extinguisher and played it onto the base of 
the flames. Phew! Fire out.  

But what about the dinner? What do they put in a fire 
extinguisher? No internet in those days, so I rang the 
Poisons Information Centre at Canberra Hospital. “No 
problem”, they replied, “it’s only bicarb soda”. With that 
reassurance, we scraped off the singed outer layer and 
carted the lambs off to the Hall, where they met with 
universal approval. Not a single case of indigestion was 
reported as a result of that night. 

 Christmas in July had become quite a popular concept 
for restaurants, so we decided to give it a go. In 
addition to our spit roasted beef or pork (I don’t 
remember spit roasting a turkey – wouldn’t have 
forgotten if we’d tried it), Jenny cooked up multiple 
plum puddings, done the traditional way by boiling in 
calico for hours on our 12 burner Sterlec stove. They 
were delicious, helping to make these dinners very 
popular for several years. 

During this period we made the acquaintance of Michael 
Jackson. Not the overseas version (we hadn’t heard of 
him), but our local Canberra-based folk singer 
extraordinaire, also known as Mike the Muso.  

During the heydays of Murray’s Pub (formerly The 
Royal Hotel and now Grazing restaurant), Mike would 
‘hitch’ a lift on the Murray’s coach somewhere along 
the Gundaroo Road heading from Canberra to the pub. 
He would then entertain the punters on the way to 
dinner and into the evening, often dropping by the 
Gundaroo Store for some impromptu music and 
refreshment on the way home. 

Murray’s Pub was very popular in the seventies and 
eighties. Few people living in Canberra in those days 
missed out on a night at Murray’s, where they enjoyed 
kangaroo tail soup, damper and T-bone steak as the 
standard fare, washed down with unlimited beer, and 
danced to popular bush bands such as Franklin B Paverty  

and the Platt Valley Crooners. (Paverty still does bush 
dances out this way, including at our school). 

In the days before breathalysers, ‘boisterous’ (or ‘sleepy’) 
patrons would disembark from the Murray’s coach in 
West Row, find their cars and then drive home! True. 

It was not unknown for an inebriated diner to be 
abandoned by his mates and miss the bus home, ending 
up sleeping on the hay bales on the front verandah of 
our Store – not much fun in the depths of winter! 

Although Jenny and I were not trained in the culinary arts 
(she was a primary school teacher and I an engineer), we 
felt we were successful in providing tasty, honest meals at 
a good price. Fine dining was not our aim.  

However, others did aim for a higher level of cuisine, 
either as lessees of the Store on the occasions when 
we took a break from it, or, like Ron Miller, in 
partnership with us.  

In the late eighties, Ron became the cook and the face 
of The Jolly Miller restaurant. His menu featured a 
choice of delectable entrees, mains and desserts (his 
twenty-two egg custard was legendary), all for $15.  

Our friend Chrissy Heinrich from Queaneyan created her 
impression of Ron for the menu, as well as providing the 
calligraphy. (pictured). Guitar accompaniment was by 
local guitarist Kevin Curtis. Great times! 
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

BREAKFAST NOW AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with enjoyable  
and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Perpetuum 

An occasional column about matters environmental 
By Maartje Sevenster 

Barren or bounty? 

An anonymous letter was sent to the Gundaroo 
Community Association last year, expressing some local 
environmental concerns. Among them was a reference 
to the “barren verges around the village”.  I felt 
compelled to action, because the verges in the village 
and surrounds have been a source of delight for many 
years, though also of frustration.  

I am very fond of the village verges, both for simple 
'village scape' aesthetics and for the amazing natural 
diversity they display on closer inspection. The 
aesthetic value was acknowledged by many in the 
workshops for the Gundaroo Masterplan some years 
ago, so I’m not alone there. 

Similarly, our letter writer is not alone in their view 
that trees make areas more natural and attractive. 
But I believe the balance is pretty good in Gundaroo. 
The oak trees along Cork Street remind us of 
settlement history. There is the row of trees along 
Harp Street, which flower stunningly in early spring 
and then provide shade for a clever row of parking 
spots all summer. Further back from the 'CBD' there 
are plenty of beautiful native trees much used by 
birds. 

But in between, there is grass. Grassland is the original 
native vegetation in this area and therefore important 
for local fauna. A recent review article1 points at the 
importance of road verges (an estimated 480 
thousand hectares in Australia!) for insect biodiversity, 
as well as the potential detrimental effect of exotic 
(tree) plantings. To quote: “roadside plant 
communities may comprise the only suitable places 
left for ecologically specialised insect species”. 

So my favourite village verges are those along Rosamel 
St and Lute St. They are so generously wide and full of 
native grasses as well as other flowering plants. The 
source of the frustration I mentioned earlier is that, to 
some extent, the native plants are suppressed by 
Council’s mowing regime, while weeds often don’t get 
dealt with in time.  

For years on end now, the lovely Scrambled Eggs 
(Goodenia pinnatifida) along Rosamel St (the Eastern 
end) have had their heads mown off right in the 
middle of flowering despite my pleas with Council not 
to do that. It would be easy to mow around them, 
because they grow in patches without much height, as 
do many native forbs. At the Western end of Rosamel, 
the residents look after them better!   

They also grow along Lute St, as do everlastings 
(Chrysocephalum apiculatum), bluebells 
(Wahlenbergia), and the occasional Bulbine Lily 
(Bulbine bulbosa). 

 
 

Scrambled Eggs in flower 

The native grasses are mostly Kangaroo grass and 
Red-legged grass. Often, these grasses are mown 
before they get to seed, whereas invasive African 
Lovegrass goes to seed without intervention unless 
one of the Gundaroo ‘weed watch’ individuals gets 
to them in time.  

Back to trees. Trees are rightfully seen as a weapon 
against climate change, but without wanting to 
discourage anyone, a few apple trees guerrilla-
planted on a verge are not going to make the 
difference.  

Perennial native grasslands, on the other hand, can 
store lots of carbon in the soil. This goes hand in 
hand with lower erosion and more water retention, 
which means greener grass and lower fire risk. Even 
in December 2019, the Kangaroo grasses on the 
Common looked green-ish and content, while the 
dust was blowing around in most of the state. How 
fabulous would it be if the verges would look like 
that? Of course we need to balance traffic hazard 
and fire risk with aesthetics and environmental 
value. But as we increasingly learn, native 
vegetation may well provide a tick in every box if 
cleverly managed.  

Community, experts and Council could get together 
to maintain and enhance our village verges, taking 
these many aspects into consideration. I should 
mention that the GCA is exploring this, and would 
very much value your thoughts and ideas on this 
topic (see gundaroo.org for email address). 

Maartje Sevenster 
(with thanks to David Taylor, 
Sue McIntyre and Jon Lewis) 

March 2021 
1 New, Sands and Taylor (2020).  Roles of roadside 
vegetation in insect conservation in Australia. Austral 
Entomology 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Getting your lawn, trees and  
shrubs ready for winter 

I know most folk are not the slightest bit interested 
in discussing anything to do with winter, even 
though I love winter and I particularly enjoy 
gardening during that season. 

One critical job to do in your garden before winter 
is to fertilise everything. Do not let your plants go 
to bed for the winter hungry, and that includes your 
lawn. 

Lawns 

The last few fertiliser applications before winter are 
always important. For cool season lawns (fescue and 
rye) nitrogen is critical, and for warm season lawns 
(couch, kikuyu and buffalo) potassium is important. 

When selecting a fertiliser, it can be good to 
understand the N-P-K ratio (Nitrogen–Phosphorus–
Potassium), but it’s not essential in selecting your 
fertiliser. For lawns in our part of the country when 
heading into the winter, the most important 
macronutrient is nitrogen. 

The ideal time to apply your fertiliser before winter 
is after the last mow before dormancy. This is when 
growth has not completely stopped but is preparing 
for its dormant period. 

When fertilising now, your lawn will respond to the 
fertiliser treatment by taking in the nitrogen and 
storing it over the winter. In the early spring, your 
lawn will use the nitrogen to come out of dormancy 
and kick start the spring growth. You can always 
spot a lawn that’s had a pre-winter fertiliser 
compared to a lawn that has not, by the colour 
variation, with the unfertilised lawn looking yellow 
rather than bright green. 

 

  
During other times of the year, you can use a 
variety of fertilisers, including liquids and even 
well-decomposed manure. But the pre-winter 
fertiliser should be a quick release nitrogen so the 
lawn can take it up quickly and absorb it before it 
gets too cold. Synthetic fertilisers usually work 
faster than organic fertilisers. 

Fertiliser should be applied at approximately 
500gms per 100m2. In this case, more is not better, 
so don’t go above this as you may burn the lawn. 

Trees and shrubs 

Trees and shrubs also benefit from a pre-winter 
fertilise and that includes both evergreen and 
deciduous. Shrubs can simply have a handful of 
fertiliser at the base of the plant but not against the 
stem. Trees need a little more work. Drive a shovel 
into the soil in about three locations around the drip 
line of the tree. Then tilt the shovel to create an open 
‘wedge’ in the soil, pour a cup full of fertiliser into the 
opening, pull the shovel out and squash the soil back 
together with your heel. 

I also really love using manure under trees and 
shrubs and before adding mulch. Manure doubles 
as a soil conditioner and attracts worms and 
microbes that plants like to feed off. 

Whatever you choose to use on your plants, it will all 
be beneficial and something is better than nothing.  

March 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 



The Gundaroo Gazette     March 2021 19 

Wildcare 
by Philip Machin  

Watching out for lizards 

As reported last month, Wildcare receives over 600 
calls each year concerning reptiles. A large majority 
involve lizards that have been attacked by dogs and 
cats or injured in other ways in our backyards. Many 
accidents are avoidable. 

Lizards don’t look like one’s typical cuddly and lovable 
creature, but they have a special character. They are 
fascinating creatures and are extremely helpful in the 
garden by keeping slugs, snails, insects and even 
snakes at bay. Lizards are generally harmless – except 
for the larger goanna or monitor – and they are often 
mistaken for snakes.  

In our area we are lucky to see a large variety of lizard, 
including: common blue tongue, blotched blue 
tongue, armour-plated shingleback, the splendid 
bearded and water dragons, cunningham skinks, the 
larger threatened rosenberg monitor and smaller 
common skinks. 

Most of the injured lizards coming into care have 
been bitten by a dog or cat. If this happens, they will 
need attention immediately, as the bites are often 
fatal. Lizards are also affected by pesticides and other 
household substances, such as adhesives. Lawn 
mowers are another source of injury, as well as other 
gardening tools.  

And as we know, they like to sun themselves on the 
roadways. They are most active in the summer and 
then hibernate (brumate) for the winter. Lizards that 
come into care during the autumn often have to be 
kept in care over winter, as they will not have 
sufficient food reserves in their bodies to survive, and 
injuries can take a long time to heal. 

There is much we can do to limit the accidental 
damage to lizards. Dogs and cats will be curious about 
a lizard, so please keep this in mind and keep them 
away from lizards when possible. If you want the 
pleasure of seeing lizards sunning themselves on your 
property, it is important to take charge of dogs by 
limiting how far they can roam and keeping an eye on 
them. And ideally cats need to be inside to prevent 
them harming wildlife. Avoid the use of pesticides and 
be careful with toxic substances. Be vigilant when 
mowing and working outside.  

Smaller lizards (not the larger goanna) can be picked 
up and moved to a safe area away from danger. They 
will often hiss at a rescuer, but this is false bravado. 
Distract the animal by waving a hand in front of its 
nose and with the other hand firmly grasp the animal 
behind its neck and over its shoulders, then support 
its body underneath. Keep it horizontal and move it 
to a safe place. Another option is to throw a towel 
over the animal and scoop it up (a towel is a useful 
asset to pick up all manner of small wildlife). Do not  

Feisty shingleback recovers from dog bite 

pick up a lizard off the road unless it is absolutely safe 
to do so; if possible, let it move across on its own. 

If a lizard is bitten by a domestic animal, or injured in 
another way, it will invariably need a dose of antibiotics, 
so take it to a local Vet – secure it in a cardboard box on 
a tea towel or similar material. Alternatively, contact 
Wildcare on 6299 1966 and seek advice.  

Wildcare is run totally by volunteers and has charity 
status. Contact Wildcare on 6299 1966 (put it in your 
mobile). If you would like to make a donation (tax-
deductible), then check out the website: 
www.wildcare.com.au  

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

http://www.wildcare.com.au/
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport – Cricket 
 

Gundaroo Goats – ‘close, but no cigar’ 
On 13 February the Goats hosted Pink Stumps Day at the 
Gundaroo Park – playing Boorowa in a clash the Goats had 
to win to qualify for the finals. A vocal crowd was treated to 
a picnic lunch and probably some of the best quality cricket 
for many years. It was definitely the closest result, with the 
game going down to the last over, the Goats getting home 
with four balls to spare. 

Boorowa won the toss and elected to bat, getting off to a 
slow start due to some tight bowling from Pete Hicks and 
Dave Drew (bowling in front of many family and friends he 
had dragged down). After 20 overs, Boorowa were 2 for 60, 
but some excellent batting in the back end of the innings 
saw them reach a defendable total of 7 for 167. The 
'Stalwart’s Stalwart', Scott Harding, back for his only game 
of the season, turned back the clock, rolling over the arm 
and taking a wicket in a very tidy last over of the innings. 
Mitch Callagher and Pete Hicks took two wickets each, 
while Dave Drew kept it tight throughout, his eight overs 
only going for 20 runs. 

Pete McKell on the attack 

The Goats’ innings was a mirror of the first, getting out of 
the blocks slowly, with only 66 on the board for the loss of 
one wicket at drinks. The second twenty saw the run rate 
lift as Pete McKell (51), Dave Noble (48) and Mark Grayham 
(33 not out) took advantage of the platform laid by the 
openers.  

The Goats were in control until a couple of idiots played 
idiotic shots, being dismissed with the target well in sight, 
giving Boorowa a sniff of victory. Mark Grayham steadied 
the ship, batting with Brandan Lee and hitting the winning 
runs on the second ball of the last over. Overall a solid win 
for the Goats – one which guaranteed a finals spot. 

After the game, the Boorowa lads stayed around at the 
ground to finish off the refreshments, then back to the pub 
for post-match presentations. The close result in the match 
was not replicated in the obligatory post-match boat race, 
Boorowa getting hosed by their much more experienced 
opponents. They did win most of the raffle prizes though, 
so overall not a total loss on the day. 

Congratulations must go to Dave Noble for organising 
the day, which raised just shy of $2,000 for the McGrath 
Foundation. Thanks to sponsors on the day, Fuse 
Property, Gundaroo Colonial Inn, Gunning Butchers and 
Rolling Hills Kitchen, who all contributed products or 
services on the day and into the night. And finally, thanks 
to the Boorowa lads – playing the game in the right spirit 
and really supporting the cause. 

The season is over for the Goats, a disappointing effort in 
the semi-finals seeing them eliminated. Goats will host 
their presentation night on the Saturday 27 March. A full 
write up of the season, including results from presentation 
night, will come in the next edition of the Gazette.  

Sean Egan 
President 

Gundaroo Goats CC 

Juniors celebrate a successful season 

On Friday 26 February, the Gundaroo Junior Goats came 
together for the last time for season 20/21 to celebrate 
another successful summer of junior cricket in Gundaroo.  

Despite COVID19 looming large early in the season and 
then some wet weather at the end, we still managed to 
run nine sessions for more than 30 boys and girls from the 
village and surrounds. 

A big thank you must go to the parents and carers who 
were a great assistance on and off the field. Many helped 
by chasing balls, wrangling kids and cooking the bbq, 
amongst many other odd jobs. Without the help of the 
mums and dads, these things simply don’t happen, so it 
was great see everyone getting involved when and where 
they could.  

A big congratulations to all the kids that came down to the 
oval each Friday evening to have a run around, enjoy time 
with their mates, and learn a few cricket skills along the 
way. Cricket can be a tough game, especially for young kids, 
but their persistence and willingness to learn were 
apparent and reflected in the improvements shown by 
everyone over the summer. With the ‘senior’ Goats getting 
more and more ‘senior’ each year, (especially the Junior 
Goat coaches!), it’s promising to see the future stars of the 
village are on their way!  

Finally, the Cricket Blasters program will be back at the oval 
next summer and, as always, we look forward to welcoming 
new players and seeing some familiar faces return. So, until 
then – ‘eye on the ball, head still, and play straight’. 

Chris Gaggin 
gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au. 

mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com.au
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GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of February. They may change again during 
March, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks.  The contact 
details remain as listed.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-
made cakes, served in the stables or the paved 
garden. BYO. Casual and popular. Phone orders 
welcome. Takeaway available.  

Thursday to Sunday Dinner. 
Saturday & Sunday Lunch 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn and Rolling Hills Kitchen 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’. Great family-friendly atmosphere. 
Live music often. Takeaway available.  
See also the advertisement on pages 12.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (Mingling outside only) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday  
to Sunday 3.00pm till late 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Online bookings via https://bellasfeast.square.site/  
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 12.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food offering and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of February.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church – Suspended 
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
https://bellasfeast.square.site/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

