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Cross-country … a chance to celebrate 
Stunning autumn weather set the scene 
and the mood for the last day of term, 
and a morning in the ‘outdoor 
classroom’, running with purpose 
around the safe streets of Gundaroo.  

The school cross-country was indeed a 
chance to celebrate. To celebrate our 
good fortune. And it showed in the 
shared love and friendship and support 
among all present – the runners, the 
teachers, the marshalls and other 
helpers, the families and friends. A sense 
of belonging and community.  

It was a loud morning of laughter, 
cheering, barracking, clapping, as well as 
the running (or sometimes walking), 
breathlessness, and a few stitches, 
cramps and grazes.  

And this was not just in the school 
grounds, where most of us had gathered 

to cheer and clap (and to comfort), but at 
‘checkpoints’ around the course, the 
marshalls yelling encouragement for 
every runner – out in front or trailing 
well behind – and especially on the 
homeward run. “Not far now!”  

Ready.Set.Go! The younger ones.  ↑  
Ready.Set.Go! The older ones.  ↓ 

 

Around the school block, down the church 
lane, along ‘the back straight’ and up 

Meischke’s Hill 
(pictured), 
down Lute and 
Lot ,and in the 
gate and the 
grassy run to 
the finish.  

The older 
groups did 
more laps.  

As the runners thinned out, the final few 
hundred metres were often solo (pictured), 
but cheered and clapped nonetheless! Then 

finally rewarded with a juice and a sausage 
sanger from the barby … and lots of hugs  
and smiles.  

Such a joy to be part of it. To see the kids 
try so hard and cheer each other hoarse.  

Bring on the District Carnival on 30 April!  
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Quotes for the month 
“To die in your own time, having lived a full and rewarding life, is a great 

privilege. It’s just bad manners to complain.”  

Clive James (1939–2019) 
Expatriate Australian writer, poet, essayist, linguist, TV critic and personality, 

cultural commentator, internet pioneer.  
(From 2013 interview with ABC’s Kerry O’Brien when suffering terminal cancer.)  

“The chains of habit are too weak to be felt  
until they are too strong to be broken”  

Dr Samuel Johnson (1709–1784)  
English critic, essayist, lexicographer. Wrote A Dictionary of the English Language 

The Gundaroo Gazette 

Community  |  Cohesion  |  Harmony 

www.gundaroo.org 
 

Vacancy ― Referee 
Gundaroo Bullocks Football Club  
is seeking a local referee for  

at-home matches at the beautifully 
rejuvenated Gundaroo Park oval. 
Help the club and the community, 
and earn some weekend money.  

Contact Greg Garett 
gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS
Gundaroo Park plans 
becoming reality 
Several planned developments at 
Gundaroo Park are gaining momentum, 
and will be overseen by a new Board. 
Under revised state legislation, the new 
Board of Ron Miller, Lisa Reading and 
Sean Egan will be supported by the User 
Group Subcommittee representing the 
Park’s main users. 

Construction of the long-delayed 
amenities block has restarted, and the 
brickies are already more than halfway 
up the walls.  

A contractor has now been found to 
erect the playground shade and solar 
system once the COVID-induced 
delays in design and kit manufacture 
are no more. The shade isn’t simple 
fabric, but a significant steel and 
corrugated iron structure, designed to 
hold the solar system (pictured).  

       (Graphic by Graham Legge)  

Campers have started returning to 
the Park as the COVID threat reduces. 
Council has approved a modification 
to the Primitive Camping DA; we can 
now make signs for the new camping 
rules and plan the required tree 
plantings. The DA modification is to 
create a quiet zone on the southern 
side where tents and generators are 
banned and loud noise and music 
discouraged.  

A local group (through the Gundaroo 
Community Association) is planning to 
refurbish the bike track and have 
applied for a grant from the federal 
Stronger Communities Programme. 
Grant funds are for a sealed ‘pump 
track’ as part of a future multi-stage 
plan that will include some skate park-
type facilities. Meanwhile, in the next 
few weeks, landscape firm Kicking Grass 
will do some voluntary work to make 
the current track more usable.  

As part of the Park’s tree management 
plan, another of the big old trees is 
expected to be removed in May – 
probably the large Redwood on the 
southern boundary. There will be some 
pruning of other trees as well, if funds 
permit.  

The Men’s Shed has finished repainting 
the oval perimeter fence (pictured 
above right), and it nicely complements 

Shane Dawson’s rejuvenated playing 
surface – where Gundaroo Bullocks can 
once more play their home games.  

Current Park Land Manager Board 
Chair, Ron Miller, said the Gundaroo 
community owed a great deal to 
outgoing and past Trusts and Boards 
for the work done over the years.  

“Over time, each Trust or Board has 
made significant improvements to what 
we have at the Park and the way it 
operates, building on the work of those 
that went before”, he said.  

“Future Boards will do the same. One 
thing that shouldn’t change will be the 
Gundaroo community’s involvement of 
in the management of the Park.” 

Another busy year for our 
local fire brigade 
The very well-attended Annual General 
Meeting of the Gundaroo Rural Fire 
Brigade on 17 March reflected on a busy 
and productive year for our brigade, 
despite the long COVID restraints and a 
benign fires season.  

The meeting received informative reports 
from the President, Brigade Captain, 
Secretary, Membership Secretary, 
Treasurer, Training Officer, Equipment 
Officer and other officers responsible for 
community liaison, publicity, catering, 
and events and fundraising, before 
moving to interesting ‘other business’.  

President Lawrie Willett contrasted last 
year’s AGM – following years of 
drought and a catastrophic fire season 
– with this year’s AGM, looking back on 
a benign summer that generated some 
of the best pastoral outlooks for many 
years – albeit with an increased risk of 
grassfires if dry weather sets in.  

Lawrie reminded the brigade to 
maintain its recruitment, training and 
community activities, so as to be 
prepared for any fires. He praised the 
dedication of the active firefighters, 
and of the many in vital non-active 
roles.  

Lawrie noted a report by the 
Commissioner about identified 
behavioural issues in the RFS, and 
reinforced the imprtance of our brigade 
upholding a culture of mutual respect 
and support for all members.  

Captain Michael Cliff described the 
year’s activities, and was thorough and 
generous in his praise and gratitude to 
all the field and admin leaders, as well 
as the ‘ordinary’ members who get 
trained and do the hard yards on and 
off the field. He strongly reinforced the 
President’s message to keep our fire 
plans up to date, to keep the public 
informed, to keep trained, stay vigilant 
and be prepared.  

Among the several other highly 
informative reports, the meeting learnt 
that brigade’s financials are sound, that 
membership stands at 47 active, 16 
support, and 4 Life Members, and that 
the ‘down time’ during 2020 was used 
very productively to maintain, refurbish 
upgrade and otherwise improve the 
brigade’s equipment and buildings.  

The success and popularity of the 2020 
brigade Christmas party looks likely to 
result in its becoming an annual event.  

Four new Life Memberships were 
awarded with unanimous acclamation 
– to Larry Greetham, Malcolm Lawrie, 
Chris Perry and Peter Laudenbach – 
supported by stories about each 
recipient, and the Captain’s comment 
that this award is testament to three 
elements of Sacrifice, Commitment 
and Integrity.  

The meeting unanimously agreed to 
award Bunnings a Certificate of 
Appreciation for their generous 
donations to support the retrofit of the 
kitchen and training room.  

The election of office bearers is 
reported in the Gundaroo Rural Fire 
Brigade bulletin on page 8.  

Detailed Minutes of the AGM can be 
viewed at the Gundaroo Post Office.  

Expo date set for August  
The Gundaroo Community Association 
(GCA) meeting on 31 March set the 
date for a second ‘Community Expo’ to 
be Saturday 28 August – in the 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hall and grounds. 
More details will be circulated to 
community groups and businesses as 
plans are firmed up in coming months.  

That GCA meeting also reported 
increasing visits to the community 
website, www.gundaroo.org, and more 
updates by community groups and 
interest from local businesses.  

Other significant matters discussed at 
the GCA meeting were:  
• finding a new Public Liability insurer 

that will cover low-risk horse 
agistment at the Police Paddock 

• the prospect of grant funds to 
upgrade the bike track at the Park 

• a planned meeting of GCA with Yass 
Valley Council in coming weeks to 
raise such issues as parking, upkeep 
of verges, and ongoing road issues.   

 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS
Readers are invited to email issues to  
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com.  

The GCA AGM is scheduled for 26 May, in 
the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall.  

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Board of Trustees  
Among the standard Annual General 
Meeting agenda items and reports, the 
Gundaroo Common Trust elected its 
Board of Trustees for the next three 
years, and its office bearers. Trustees and 
office bearers are: 
• Helen Willett (President) 
• Shelley Schreiner (Secretary) 
• Robyn Thorne (Treasurer) 
• Marian Thorne (Herdsman) 
• Justin Barwick (Member) 
• Ron Miller (Member).  

The AGM discussed activities for the 
coming year, which included weed 
eradication initiatives, and installation of 
pedestrian gates following receipt of a 
NSW Government grant for this purpose.  

Work progresses at the 
Gundaroo tip  
The Gundaroo Gazette visited the 
Gundaroo tip on Thursday 8 April, 
intending to take a photo through the 
fence of the concrete blocks in place on 
the waste trailer pad. Behold, the gate 
was open and earthmoving machinery 
was in action backfilling behind the 
blockwall to create the vehicle landing.  

Council is fulfilling its promise.  

Council rejects solution on 
Gundaroo South Flow Path  
Council has sent a disappointing  
response to The Gundaroo Gazette’s 
follow-up to the on-site inspection with 
residents last October to assess a 
possible solution to the higher velocity of 
water since overland flow and a dam was 
redirected into a large roadside channel 
along the east end of Lot Street.  

Council’s reply to a specific question was: 
“A review has been undertaken on short-
term options to improve overland flow 
concerns [the Gazette reported that in 
February] and no viable solution has 
been determined.” [Emphasis added.]  
No explanation.  

Council intends to rely on the proposed 
retention basin on the Common – a long-
term potential solution still subject to 
various NSW Government and Native  

Title approvals, as well as state grant 
funding and Council acceptance of any 
attached conditions.  

The negative response from affected 
residents indicates that this matter is not 
going to go away any time soon.  

Users’ concern for the neglect 
of Marked Tree Road  
Since reading of the four well-used 
Gundaroo district gravel roads likely to 
be re-sheeted this year (The Gundaroo 
Gazette, March 2021), regular users of 
Marked Tree Road have begun raising 
their concerns about Council’s neglect 
of this mostly gravel road.  

At least one letter to Council, seen by the 
Gazette, has asked for the selection 
criteria and the resident and traffic 
surveys that justify the selections.  

The letter stresses the importance of 
doing regular and essential maintenance 
of culverts and mitre drains before  
re-sheeting is considered.  

The Gundaroo Gazette is aware of 
deepening dissatisfaction with the 
neglect, especially among parents 
making twice-daily trips to the school. 

The Gazette will monitor this issue 
closely, and follow-up Council’s response 
to user requests to make Marked Tree a 
priority for regular essential road 
maintenance and upgrades.  

Springdale Solar Farm 

In February, the NSW Independent 
Planning Commission (IPC) approved, 
subject to conditions, the 190ha 
Springdale Solar farm project to be built 
on Tallagandra Lane.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has received two 
statements about the approval. One is 
from the proponent, RES – which has 
been actively investing in community 
projects and goodwill, such as re-fencing 
the Gundaroo Common.  

The other is from Sutton Solar Action 
Group (SSAG), which has been a focal 
point for strong community opposition  
to the project at that site, and has 
published much relevant research.  

RES is now preparing to proceed with 
the project. SSAG is not conceding, and 
has already written to Ministers and 
other key politicians questioning the 
rigour and validity of the DPI&E advice 
and the IPC decision.  
Interested readers should visit: 
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2
020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703 
www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au  
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com.  

Women urged to stand in 
Local Government election 
The NSW Government is committed to 
inspiring and empowering more women 
to nominate as candidates in the  

September 2021 Local Government 
elections, deferred for a years due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Councillor Cecil Burgess from Gundaroo 
has indicated that he won’t be standing 
again in the Yass Valley Council 
election. It is important to have a local 
representative to ensure that the 
interests of Gundaroo, at the far south 
of the Shire, is not overlooked in 
Council deliberations.  

There is now a wealth of material and 
assistance available for women who 
might be willing to consider becoming a 
local councillor.  

Those interested could start with 
resources from the NSW Office of Local 
Government www.olg.nsw.gov.au and by 
enrolling in the Women for Election 
workshop, in Goulburn on Friday 7 May.  

Details of the workshop are contained in 
the Yass Valley Council column, page 4.  

News Shorts 
Courthouse precinct heritage 
project 
Michael Fox Architects has concluded a 
draft of its Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) 
for stakeholder comment before submission 
to the Anglican Diocese for possible heritage 
protection of the courthouse/police station 
precinct. The report builds a strong case for 
funding to conserve and protect these 
historic Gundaroo buildings.  

Historic Gundaroo exhibition, 
and Heritage Walk brochure  
Gundaroo and District Historical Society 
(GDHS) is preparing an exhibition drawing 
on a 1975 National Trust report about 
Gundaroo. The exhibition will be open on 
22–23 May at the Literary Institute, and 
then once a month until the end of the year. 
GDHS has also reprinted its Gundaroo 
Heritage Walk brochure, and placed copies 
at meeting venues around the village. 

Peter Keir given a grand send-off  
The Keir family – well-known for generations 
around Sutton, Gundaroo, Canberra and 
Queanbeyan – said farewell to Peter, aged 85, 
at a very grand funeral, attended by 
hundreds, at St Joseph’s Church and at 
Gundaroo Cemetery on 27 March. A future 
edition of The Gundaroo Gazette will pay 
tribute to the life of Peter and his world of 
horses and buses – among so much else.  

State help for small business 
Gundaroo businesses may be eligible for the 
Small Business Rebate Scheme, available 
from now until 30 June 2021. It allows an 
eligible business to draw down on a $1500 
credit to offset certain NSW and local 
government fees and charges. 
www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-
fees-and-charges-rebate.  

Residents over 18yo should apply now for 
their Dine & Discover NSW vouchers for 
eating out and for entertainment and 
recreation. Valid until 30 June 2021. 
www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-
dine-discover-nsw-vouchers.  
 

mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-fees-and-charges-rebate
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-fees-and-charges-rebate
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-dine-discover-nsw-vouchers
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-dine-discover-nsw-vouchers
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

Controlling invasive weeds 

Yass Valley Council Biosecurity Weeds Officers, Brett Lees and David 
Jarratt, are conducting property inspections and seeking cooperation 
from landholders to control invasive priority weeds in the Yass Valley.  

Mr Lees says: “We want to work with landholders to protect their land 
and their neighbours’ land from priority weeds infestation. Priority 

weeds are called invasive weeds for a reason – they readily invade 
pastures and native environments and quickly become established, at 
which point control and treatment becomes difficult and expensive.” 

While most landholders are familiar with the more common weeds like 
serrated tussock and blackberry, many still struggle to identify African 

Lovegrass and Chilean Needle Grass, which are very damaging to 
landscape and productivity once established.  

Rarely seen in the Yass Valley is Sticky Nightshade (Solanium 
sisymbiifolium), recently identified and removed from Lachlan Valley 

Way. Growing to about 1.5 metres, this invasive hairy plant has sharp 
prickles that can injure people, pets, livestock and native animals, and 
contains toxins suspected of causing cattle deaths in Greater Sydney.  

Council runs ‘Weeds Awareness Wednesday’ on its website and 
Facebook page, covering priority weeds and those commonly seen.  

Women for Election Australia (WFEA) Workshop 

Across NSW, women support their communities in so many ways. 
From running school P&Cs, building and expanding local businesses, 

overseeing local sports competitions and community campaigns  
to co-ordinating drought and bushfire relief for neighbours and local 
businesses. These leadership skills are highly transferable to local 

government where your skills can help your entire community. 

Across the whole of Australia, NSW is the state with the fewest 
number of female Councillors. We need more women at the table 

where decisions are being made. 

That’s why ‘Women for Election Australia’ is launching seven 
workshops around NSW. The objective is to provide women with the 
important knowledge, tools, and techniques to enable them to run for 
office, be the best candidate they can be, or assist another woman 

with her political campaign. 

Goulburn Workshop  
Date: Friday, 7 May 
Venue: Workspace Goulburn, 56 Clinton Street, Goulburn 
Time: 9am – 3pm 
Secure your spot now. Each workshop is limited to 30 people. 
For more information and tickets: 
https://events.humanitix.com/goulburn-equip-women-for-local-
government-elections-in-nsw-or-workshop-series 

 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Restrictions eased for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been halved to 2m
2

 per person. This raises the 

maximum capacity in our main hall from 26 to 52, 

which opens the way to a rather more ‘normal’ use.  

We can also include ALL the space ‘accessible to the 

public’ (foyer, stage, supper room, etc), bringing the 

total countable space to 168m
2

, thereby allowing 84 

persons on the premises at any one time.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  
social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

FrogWatch  
and all things frog 

 

with Anke Maria Hoefer 

(Gininderra Catchment Group) 

Tuesday 20 April 2021 

Sutton Primary School, from 7.30pm 

Anke will discuss the work of FrogWatch, a 

community-driven citizen science program run by 

Gininderra Catchment Group since 2002. It 

gathers data about local frogs; protects, creates 

and improves frog habitat; and helps citizens 

engage with the local environment and contribute 

to a common goal.  

FrogWatch is known for its annual  

FrogCensus, for developing the 

world’s first remote survey device 

(FrogPhone), for training 

volunteers, amd for running 

research projects and public and 

school education programs, such 

as the much-loved Tadpole Kits  

for Schools Program.  

With COVID-19 restrictions in place, we can’t serve 

supper. But there will be time for questions.  

If you don’t wish to attend in person, follow on Zoom.  

Email sutton.landcare@gmail.com for registration details.  

 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE 

SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

STAFF NEEDED 
We are seeking additional staff who enjoy working with 

children, to work at the Before and After School Care Program 
at Gundaroo Public School.  

Permanent Part-Time and Casual Roles are offered. 

NSW Working With Children Check will be required. 

Hours -– Split Shifts,  
Mornings 7am–9am and  
Afternoons 3pm–6.00pm 

Enquiries to gundaroogosh@gmaill.com 

 

Events at Tallagandra Hill Winery 

Saturday 24 April, 4.00–6.30pm 

Blues/rock band The Badloves  

supported by King Canyon 

Sunday 9 May, 4.30–6.30pm 

Country singer Christie Lamb 

returns for Mothers Day 

Tickets required via www.tallagandrahill.com.au | Book early 

QR code to sign in | COVID-safe compliance practised 

https://events.humanitix.com/goulburn-equip-women-for-local-government-elections-in-nsw-or-workshop-series
https://events.humanitix.com/goulburn-equip-women-for-local-government-elections-in-nsw-or-workshop-series
mailto:sutton.landcare@gmail.com
mailto:gundaroogosh@gmaill.com
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

From ‘The Desk’  
Plenty happening in and around Gundaroo this month, as 
the Local News and the Community Noticeboard will attest.  

In this edition, we have our regular columns from Nigel, 
Deidre, Phil, Sue, Lisa, Wildcare and our sporting teams. 
And we welcome back (now for the second month) our 
regular Gundaroo Film Society page.  

We also have our periodic columns from Barbara and Geoff, 
and a timely remembrance of a wartime childhood in 
England by Gundaroo’s Yass Valley Citizen of the Year, 
Peter Firth.  

We welcome two new advertisers – Emma Gaggin Interiors, 
and Ray White Bungendore. And while Fuse Property may 
have stopped advertising in the Gazette, they have replaced 
this by becoming a major sponsor of our Gundaroo Bullocks 
football team. A good outcome for Gundaroo.  

Please keep going to our own advertised businesses first, and 
“tell ’em we sent ya” 

We should be able to bring you the first episode in a three-
part serial in the next edition. Stay tuned!   

Until May 
Your Editor / Custodian 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

 
 
 

 

 

ANZAC DAY 
Dawn Service 

Sunday 25 April 2021  

CANCELLED, but …  
Anzac Day is an opportunity for Australian and New Zealand 
peoples to commemorate the sacrifice given, both in lives lost 
and lives impacted forever. It is a time to remember and pay 

respects to those who gave everything for their country during 
times of conflict and peace keeping. 

Sadly, due to COVID-19 public gathering restrictions, our 
traditional dawn service in Gundaroo is cancelled this year.  

However, the Gundaroo War Memorial on Cork Street will be 
floodlit from 5.30am, and we encourage you to mark Anzac 

Day in the following ways: 

• Stand in your drive way as a family, and share a minute’s 
silence together. 

• Stop at the memorial during the day to pause and reflect. 

• Lay rosemary sprigs or one of the hand-made red 
poppies that will be available at the memorial. 

• Lay a wreath on behalf of your family or an organisation. 

• Watch the televised Anzac Day commemorative service 
at the Australian War Memorial, on the ABC at 5.30am. 

Lest We Forget 
Coordination contact: Dallas Leach, Ph: 6236 8169 

 

Service NSW Mobile Service Centre  

Bungendore, 30 April 2021, 9am to 3pm 
at Mick Sherd Oval, Gibraltar Street.  

• Renew a driver’s licence or vehicle regstration 
•  Process a Medical or Mobility Parking Permit  

• Process RSA and RCG cards 
• Undertake a driver knowledge test 

• Apply for births, deaths and marriages certificates  
• Apply for and renew Working with Children checks  
• Consult a cost-of-living specialist for help accessing 

government rebates and savings.  

Cashless payments by credit or debit card or cheque. 
More information at service.nsw.gov.au/msc  

Preparation Program for the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St Mary’s Parish, Bungendore, 
starting Wednesday 21 April 

Preparing baptised Catholic children in or above  
Year 3 for the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Two or three preparation sessions on Wednesday evenings 
between 6.00 and 7:30pm, at 

St Mary’s Hall, 28 Turallo Terrace, Bungendore 
(for the children and accompanying parent/guardian) 

Liturgy for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated in  

St Mary’s Church at 6pm on a weekday  
after the preparation program has finished. 

For details and enrolment forms  
visit http://cg.org.au/bungendore/Home.aspx 
phone 6238 1247 (11am–5pm Wednesdays) 

email bungendore@cg.org.au 

 
 

Gundaroo Social Tennis Club 
Anyone for tennis? Our kids are having such fun at their 
tennis lessons, we thought the adults might like to have a 

social game or two themselves. 

We are gauging community interest. Everyone is welcome. 

Suggested times (so far) are Tuesday evening (5:00–
6:00pm) and Sunday morning (9:00–11:00am), although 

you would not be required to attend both. A $2/session 
fee will help the school with the upkeep of the court. 

Please contact Kylie Martin or Virginia Dixon with your 
interest, and preferences for Tuesday/Sunday and times. 

Kylie Martin on Kyliem1975@gmail.com  
Or text Gin on 0410 575 581. 

http://cg.org.au/bungendore/Home.aspx
mailto:bungendore@cg.org.au
mailto:Kyliem1975@gmail.com
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GFS flickers on again! 
Gundaroo Film Society (GFS) began this year’s program on March 20th with some trepidation. It had been more than twelve 
months since we last screened in the Gundaroo Hall, and the committee was unsure how many members would actually show. 

We’d been heartened that many major cinemas were open, and several small niche theatres were still operating with  
COVID-safe provisions and good capacity audiences. I had an enjoyable time at Mount Vic Flicks – a community-operated 
cinema in Mount Victoria – when on a recent trip bushwalking in the Blue Mountains.  

To ensure safety on opening night, GFS would have to reduce numbers. But just how low or high could we go? The Gundaroo 
Hall at the time had a 53-seat capacity using the 2 square metre rule, but we often have groups, families and couples as well as 
individuals. These would all require different spacing. Our capacity would depend on who booked! We adopted a booking 
system through the gundaroofilm.org.au website, and I laid out the different group spacings on a CAD program, which was 
updated every day as bookings came in. 

On opening night the system worked flawlessly. I sincerely thank the committee for the extra time they took to set up the 
numbered seats, the actual spacing, and all the spreadsheets and membership forms flying around the internet that week. We 
determined that 34 people had pre-booked, and we laid out the Hall accordingly. We had allowed for another five couples ‘in 
case’, but that wasn’t required. Also, special thanks to Alan Cummine from The Gundaroo Gazette who enabled us to publish 
the entire year’s program in the Gazette. Once cut out and clipped to the fridge, everyone has quick access to the dates and 
film summaries for the rest of our 2021 season. 

Yesterday (2018) was a successful choice for our first movie, With a boppy classic Beatles sound track, and an intriguing 
concept (what happened if everyone forgot The Beatles except for one struggling musician), the film was charming and funny. 
One sign of its engagement was that the audience allowed the final song to fade out completely before anyone spoke or 
moved. The screen play was written by the rom-com king, Richard Curtiss (Four weddings and a funeral, Notting Hill, Love 
Actually) and directed by Danny Boyle, who has some big films behind him, such as Transpotting and Slumdog Millionaire. 
More than a third of the production costs went to acquiring the song rights. 

This month’s screening will again be a test of our system – with two films – and we intend to relax and bring out the ice 
creams in a COVID-friendly way. You will still be requested to book via the website, and only registered members and 
guests can attend. We’re confident we can accept at least another ten or fifteen members this screening,  

Wayne Kotzur 
President 

Gundaroo Film Society 

http://gundarofilm.org.au/
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Gundaroo School News 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we are at the end of a busy Term 1! 

We were blessed with clear skies and warm sun for 
our Cross Country Carnival; perfect conditions for the 
children to show us how fast they can be over 1, 2 and 
3 kilometres! A big thank you to all of our wonderful 
parent helpers who assisted in manning checkpoints. 
We are now looking forward to next term, when we 
host all nine schools in the Queanbeyan PSSA for the 
District Cross Country Carnival! 

Our K–2 students enjoyed a fun day at the Gundaroo 
Park for their Infants Picnic. It was a great opportunity 
for the children to have a bit of fun, and for parents 
and prospective parents, to get to know one another.  

Our Year 6 leaders spent a day in Canberra, with close 
to 1000 other Year 6 leaders from across the district, 
attending the GRIP Leadership conference. [GRIP =  
Generosity, Reponsibility, Integrity, People] Students 
spent the day hearing inspiring stories from a range of  

 

leaders and generating ideas for their own leadership 
initiatives within school. 

Some of our Year 5 and 6 students participated in 
Round 1 of the CSIRO’s Bebras Computational 
Thinking Challenge. Well done to the teams of 
Rohan and Rebecca (credit), Izzy and Erin (merit), 
Joyce and Roman (merit) and Xander and Will 
(merit) for their fantastic efforts. We are looking 
forward to Round 2 next term! 

Well done to Lyndal S, John G and Jasmine E who 
were the winners of the P&C Easter Egg raffle. 
Thank you also to P&C Secretary Emma G for 
organising such a successful Hot Cross Bun Drive! 

Have a safe and happy break over Easter and the 
school holiday. I look forward to sharing more 
exciting school news in the next Gazette.  

Nigel Trethowan 
Principal 
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Annual General Meeting on 17 March was well attended. One agenda item was to elect our 2021–22 Committee. It is:  
Captain Michael Cliff 
Senior Deputy Ian Robinson 
Deputies (5) Nick Drew, Andrew Nicholls, David Robinson, Scott Shearer, Brett Southwell 
President Lawrie Willett 
Secretary Alison Coles 
Treasurer Peter (Barney) Laudenbach 
Training Officer Alexander Oliver 
Equipment Officers (2) Brett Southwell, Alan Edwards 
Community Engagement Officer Ben Duncan 
Events Coordinator Trish Voigt 
Publicity Officer Deidre Robinson 
Catering Officer Tahlia Meischke 
Admin/Tech Officers Danny O’Brien, Ben Duncan 

Big Thank You ― the Brigade would like to thank Gundaroo Public School for their donation of $104 from a recent fundraising 
event involving the school community.We are very grateful for your support.  

New Residents Pack ― New Gundaroo residents and any others interested may pick up a free fire information pack at the 
Gundaroo Shop. The pack explains how to stay fire-safe in a rural setting, using information provided by NSW RFS.  

Bush Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) ― At midnight on 31 March, the official Bush Fire Danger Period ended, and permits to 
light fires for the purpose of hazard reduction are no longer required. Residents must still inform our local Fire Control Centre (Yass 
6226 3100), local Brigade Captain (Gundaroo Michael Cliff 0428 494 403) and surrounding neighbours. All notifications must be 
at least 24 hours before planning to light a fire. Always take care and remain vigilant. Clear an area around the pile you intend 
to burn, have a good supply of water on hand in case the fire gets out of control or spreads, and never leave the fire unattended. 
More information is available at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au. Remember, in an emergency, ring Triple Zero (000).  

Incidents – As I write this report, Gundaroo area is receiving very good rainfall and we are hoping not to have callouts due to 
severe weather conditions. Tonight, Brigade members received a message on our RFS/ACTIV pager system asking for a crew to 
be deployed to help assist with floods in NSW.  

What a change from bushfire fighting that we experienced last year!  

GRFB Captain, Michael Cliff reported the following: 
8 March – Lake George Escarpment Fire Trail checking and clearing of fallen trees and overgrowth 
8 March – fire in train carriage roof, Lawton Road Bellmount Forest.   

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  

  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 

Sutton SES services the Sutton, Gundaroo and parts 
of the Bywong communities. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 

New volunteers always welcome. 

 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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1st Gundaroo Scouts
 

The Adult Leaders of 1st Gundaroo recently participated in an upskilling weekend, allowing 
us to commence moving to the new Youth Program. This program represents the largest 
change to Australian Scouting in 40 years, and was borne out of years of research and 
feedback. We are excited to be moving to the new 
framework, and I’d like to publicly thank our 
Leaders for their commitment to the move. 

The program provides a consistent model across all sections, from 
Joeys through to Rovers. The sections can be thought of as building 
blocks, encouraging youth development in key areas such as social, 
physical, intellectual, character, emotional and spiritual. As we 
transition, our youth members will see new awards and pathways to 
achieving their goals (pictured, right).   

In other news, our group made the decision NOT to camp on the 
escarpment a few weeks ago when the east coast deluge occurred. 
Initial disappointment turned to relief as the rain continued to fall.  
The good news is that the Scout trailer is packed and ready to go 
should another opportunity present itself. 

Two of our Scouts participated in the Enterprising Girls workshop on 13 March, hosted by SciScouts and the 
Engineering and Computing Faculty at ANU. Chloe explained: “The enterprising girls’ workshop was a workshop 

which aimed to try and teach young girls about ways they can start their 
own business or have a go at fixing a wider problem. We had to identify 
something which we thought was an environmental issue and a way to 
resolve it. By the end of the day, we had come up with our solution and 
had begun to make a website advertisement. We had to present this to 
the group and the lady running it who was on a zoom call was listening in 
and assisting us.” 1st Gundaroo is exceptionally proud of these girls 
(pictured, left).  

All parents and friends of 1st Gundaroo are invited to our annual report 
presentation, which will be held on Tuesday 20 April at 7pm. Anyone 
from the community or parents who are able to join us are more than 
welcome to help us meet our administrative requirements. 

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 

0413137761 

 

EDITOR’S SOAPBOXX 

“I will NOT write a plural using apostrophe + s.” 

  

This error (forming a plural with an apostrophe) is 
becoming embedded in social media, and thereby 
infecting wider usage, including by folk who had it 
right for decades – even journos and sub-editors! 

Our own Gundaroo FB page is not immune.  
Please help keep this error at bay as long we can.  

(Ask your editor for two accepted exceptions.) 

MORE SOAPBOXX … about our rural PO 

Expose the ruthless sneaky politics about Australia Post 

Some readers may have noted my occasional lapse into an opinion on 
some federal political perfidy. Here is another. And it’s right here!  

The Senate is holding an Inquiry into the ‘dismissal’ of Australia Post 
CEO Christine Holgate, ‘ostensibly’ because she had rewarded four 
senior executives with Cartier watches worth $5,000 each. The Prime 
Minister’s confected hyperbolic outrage about this in Parliament last 
October raised suspicion that there is another agenda. And there is.  

Your Editor’s own research reveals that for years, the Coalition has 
been ‘laying the groundwork’ for a bargain basement privatisation of 
Australia Post. Relying on publicly available information, I lodged a 
personal submission to the Inquiry. Ms Holgate should still be CEO. 

Since her appointment as CEO in 2017, Christine Holgate’s stellar 
performance has reversed the previous intentional decline. She turned 
Australia Post from losses to profits in each of her first three years.  

She reversed the financial struggles of local POs (including 
Gundaroo) caused by the relentless increase in parcel traffic, which 
had not been matched by proportionate remuneration. LPOs love her. 

She and her team negotiated a deal with the big banks to properly pay 
LPOs for the banking services they perform – often all there is where 
the banks have abandoned regional communities. She was scheduled to 
renegotiate the deal in 2021. She supported Bank@Post, and the 
prospect of formalising Australia Post as a national public bank.  

The banks could not tolerate this. Ms Holgate had to go. More people 
should know this real agenda and help keep AP as a ‘public service’.  
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Anzac Day 2021 
By Barbara Westerway

Autumn has arrived, and although I’m not enamoured 
of Canberra’s climate (freezing cold in winter and often 
ferociously hot in summer), I do welcome autumn. 

Canberra’s hundreds and hundreds of deciduous trees, 
with their gold, red and russet foliage, can be a 
fabulous sight in autumn, not seen in many of our 
other cities. 

April also brings us one of the most important days 
on the Australian calender – Anzac Day.  

It’s a supremely important day for our family. We still 
have serving members, as well as older ones, past and 
present, who have served their country in times past. 

I was born on the 24th of April and my little mother 
would recall how she held me in her arms at dawn on 
Anzac Day, and cried as she heard the haunting sounds 
of the bugle sounding the Last Post. 

Peter and I were living in Sydney when we first 
started sharing the Anzac vigil and march with our 
Canberra family. But the whole family has kept this 
ever since, and now it’s an even bigger group that 
sets off from Gundaroo in the dark, under a star-
spangled night sky.  

There have been children, but we are still all up by 
5am, and when we have little ones, they wear beanies 
and gloves, several layers of warm clothes, and are 
often wrapped in a blanket.  

When the moving Dawn Service is over, (particularly 
if the magpies have carolled their magnificent chorus 
as dawn is breaking), there are probably a few tears, 
and then we all set off for the Carillion in Kings Park. 

Here we set up our 
barbecue and 
consume a huge 
breakfast of sausages, 
eggs, bacon, fried 
tomatoes and 
potatoes, and some 
of the elders warm 
their frozen bodies 
with a shot of rum in 
their coffee – in the 

tradition of the Azacs’ ‘gunfire breakfast’.  

After the barbecue, we play ‘charades’ and other 
games with much hilarity and good humour and then, 
nourished and entertained, we make our way steadily 
to the March. 

Often the sun shines brilliantly, but whatever the 
weather, the March is always a splendid spectacle. 

Last year,because of the Pandemic, it was very, very 
different. But as we stood at the front gate of my 
daughter’s home (dressed in dressing gowns and 
coats, and holding our candles and a lantern), the fog 
and the rising mist gave the dawn a very special 
quality and an atmosphere that I shall never forget. 

We couldn’t see our neighbours, or other people, but 
we knew they were there. All over Gundaroo they 
were doing just what we were doing – standing at their 
gates, and on their steps, patios and verandahs, silent  
and REMEMBERING. 

Some of our family belong to an organization called 
‘Soldier On’, which was formed to help returned 
veterans and their families through the traumas of war 
and its effects. 

Some also belong to ‘The Boots Choir’ – a ‘Soldier On’ 
activity, which was part of the combined choirs 
segment that performed during the Anzac Day 
commemoration in 2019.  

The choir was 
formed by Chuck 
and Tracey 
Truscott, both ex-
military serving 
people who 
found themselves 
going from 
“social and busy 
to detached and isolated” when they left the force. 
Many veterans and their families now belong to the 
choir (which began with six members), and it is great to 
see the warmth, support, and comradeship that exists 
within the group. 

The latest edition of Canberra’s City News (March 18–24) 
featured a very interesting article about the ‘Boots ‘n All’ 
choir; from its inception and founders to its members,  
(including a family dog, a four-time award-winning 
veteran, who has even parachuted into combat), the 
choir’s first song, and members’ dreams for the future. 

In the Canberra Weekly last month, there was also an 
article about ‘Soldier On ‘. This one dealt with the 
‘March On’ challenge they were holding during the 
month  to support the veteran community. 

Acting CEO in Australia, Prudence Slaughter, said: “This 
is the first time ‘Soldier On’ has run the challenge,  
modelled on the 96km Kokoda Track in Papua New 
Guinea.” 

The Kokoda Track is very important in our  military 
history, and in his Australia Day address in 2012, 
Associate Professor Charles Teo (who has walked the 
Track) stated “… walking the Track is a necessary part 
of being Australian. Kokoda serves as a cogent 
reminder of our responsibility to fellow Australians  
and fellow human beings. Our forefathers sacrificed 
their lives for our current way of life. 

“Young boys lied about their age to fight for their 
country.  

“The Track is full of stories that illustrate the sacrifice, 
courage, endurance and mateship that contributed to 
the success of the campaign then, and the freedoms we 
enjoy today.” 

And what now ? What will Anzac Day bring us this year? 

One thing is certain; whatever the day, the weather,  
the place, the numbers, or the type of commemoration, 
Anzac Day will always be the day that our nation 
remembers the sacrifice of the men and women who 
fought for our country and our freedom. 

As a soldier friend once said to me, “Advance Australia 
Fair! It’s the best ruddy little country in the world, and 
I’d give my life to protect it.” 
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A childhood in ‘The Blitz’ 
By Peter Firth 

 

A colleague of mine suggested last year that I record my 
early life in London during the Second World War. On 
reflection, I thought that my war experience would not 
be duplicated in our local area round Gundaroo, and 
therefore may be of some interest.  

I was born in 1938 just before the Second World War. 
The Germans started the serious bombing of London in 
1940 – known as ‘The Blitz’.  

 

The British Government 
produced this motivational 
poster in 1939, in 
anticipation of mass air 
attacks on major cities. 
But is was only rarely 
publicly displayed during 
that period. It is more 
commonly seen and used 
now!  

 

When the Blitz began, 
the British Government 
decided that, although 
civilian casualties would 
be inevitable, the 
slaughter of children could not be tolerated.  

Thus began the mission called ‘Operation Pied Piper’. 
On the nominated day, the children to be sent to the 
countryside had a tag around their neck and were 
packed into a train to send them to their nominated 
country village.  

I remember my mother crying her heart out at the 
train station while I was thinking of this train trip as a 
wonderful holiday and I did not understand why my 
mother was so distraught. I was very fortunate that 
my mother’s sister had a hotel in Blackpool, a popular 
holiday resort on the English coast.  

My memories of the time and length of my stay in 
Blackpool are rather vague, but I do remember 
towards the end of my time there that I was fretting 
for my parents and could not understand why I was 
being detained at Blackpool. Needless to say there 
was no schooling so I was unable to communicate 
with other children of my age.  

For some unknown reason, I did get back to London 
well before the bombing stopped. Fortunately my 
parents had not been injured and our house was 
intact. Unfortunately, many other children were 
‘misplaced’ and did not find their way home. Out of 
the millions of children sent to the countryside, only 
13,200 eventually returned to London to be settled 
into children’s homes, unsure of whether their 
parents were still alive or had moved. It was a rather 
sad conclusion for a program that had been designed 
to give the children a chance of survival. 

 

The bombings were indiscriminate and relentless. The 
sound of the air raid siren going off was a nightly ritual. 
One night there was an enormous explosion nearby. 
My mother and I went around the corner from our 
house the next morning, and I remember viewing what 
had been a semi-detached house now levelled to the 
ground. I doubt that the inhabitants of that house 
survived. As my father was an engineer, he designed 
and constructed an air raid shelter under the stairs in 
our house using very solid iron beams. Having seen the 
destruction around the corner, I am sure that our 
house would not have survived a direct hit and would 
have created enormous destruction to us.  

At some stage towards the end of the war, the 
Germans had developed a rocket we called V1. You 
could hear them whistling overhead, and the story was 
that if the whistling stopped, look out, as the rocket 
had run out of fuel and was falling somewhere beneath 
its trajectory. A little later they developed the V2, 
which was quicker and more deadly with more 
explosives on board. Fortunately none of these were 
destined to drop on our house.  

We did not see much of my father during the rest of the 
war, as he was responsible for constructing fighter 
airfields to the northwest of London.  

I do remember the celebrations at the cessation of 
hostilities. My father did a lot of work to beautify our 
back yard, which was a reasonable size. Many of the 
children and parents from the neighbourhood gathered 
and had a great celebration of freedom. I do not know 
where the food came from as we were on strict food 
rations, but everyone had made an effort and provided 
something they could afford.    

Such was part of my childhood war experience, and I 
remember with a great amount of gratitude those who 
made the effort to keep us safe.  
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CORK ST. CELLAR DOOR 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant available from 12 to 2pm. 

Bookings are recommended.  

Have you visited the cellar door and 

tried the amazing lunch options 

provided by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant? 

Why not stop in and see what food 

How does ‘potato tortellini, almond 

ricotta, muscatel, beurre noisette’ 

paired with our Gundog Estate  

Chase Semillon sound? 

Now stocking locally sourced pantry products from Sarah’s Kitchen & 

Catering Co, Brooks Creek Hampers, and Black Horse Foods. 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents  
and our Loyalty Card! 

Phone 02 6236 8276 or email corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au. 
www.gundogestate.com.au  

  
 

 

 
 

Tuesday―Sunday  
from 3pm till close (variable)  
Restaurant from Wednesday 

Limited table seating inside. Bookings advisable. 
Mandatory sign-in and out. Social distancing and hygiene. 

Follow staff directions. Mingle outside only.  
APRIL 
Sunday 25th ― Anzac Day. Details to be confirmed. 
Assume  9.00am : Open for Brunch 
  1.00―6.00pm : Two-up 
MAY 
Sunday 9th  ―  Mothers Day  

Likely to be popular. Book early. Booking system via link 
to be advised.  

Check regularly on our Facebook page for event details 
and any easing of COVID restrictions. 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 
For Gundaroo’s sporting and community groups. Tickets 

available at the Pub, or follow the link  
on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 

Meat trays supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
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Epicureanista 
An occasional column about food and wine 

By Geoff Burton 
Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 

 

Days of Heaven 

A few Saturdays ago the National Film and Sound 
Archive (a National Treasure House) held a matinee 
screening of Terence Mallick’s second feature film, 
DAYS OF HEAVEN. Filmed in 1978 and set around the 
turn of the 20th century, the story centres on four 
main characters, led by the very young Richard Gere 
and Brook Adams. They are itinerant rural workers and, 
along with apparently hundreds of others, are hand-
bailing sheaves of wheat somewhere in the huge Texas 
panhandle (actually shot in Canada). 

I was pleased to be able to get to that rare cinema 
screening for two reasons. Since its first release, DAYS 
OF HEAVEN has been a permanent fixture in my  
all-time-favourite movie list, and because of the event 
that the story is structured around – HARVEST.  

The day before the 
screening, we had 
completed the 
picking of our first 
Riesling grape crop 
on our Gundaroo 
vineyard. This will 
become the first 
Gundaroo Riesling 
Wine produced in 
the Canberra District 
wine region. 

Because of the Gundaroo terroir, the times of our 
grape harvest dance around the dates of Easter. This 
year for instance, all our white grapes are now 
harvested (I am writing this on Easter Saturday), whilst 
our red grapes will be picked from Monday onwards 
for another week or so. Next year, Easter Sunday will 
be thirteen days later than this year, and all the grape 
picking will be done and dusted by then. 

In Europe, however, our winemaking colleagues will at 
this time be celebrating budburst, the first days of 
spring that prompt the vines to come out of their 
winter hibernation. Either way, on both sides of the 
wine planet, there will be extensive feasting going on 
over the next few weeks. 

A grape harvest tradition in France has been the feeding 
of the pickers with traditional, regional food, all 
prepared on the vineyard property. Fresh baguette, jam 
and coffee on arrival at 5.30am. If it’s a cool morning 
perhaps a nip of Eau de Vie. Mid-morning there are 
baguette sandwiches, and a glass of wine. Then a later 
lunch – a substantial hot meal with salads, cheeses, 
deserts and wine, which brings to an end the picking for 
the day.  

When Australian baby-boomers were legging it around 
Europe in the 1960s, grape picking was always included 
in their itineraries. Often the choice of vineyards was 
determined by the reputation of their lunches – a 
substantial lunch could support a young traveller’s body 
for at least a whole day. Youth hostels would post 

vineyard menus on their notice boards to help point you 
in the right direction. 

For this column, I had 
first chosen a classic 
recipe for Coq au Vin, 
a popular vineyard 
dish of chicken cooked 
in red wine. But as we 
are currently 
celebrating a white 
wine harvest, I have 
chosen instead Coq au 
Riesling, which is from 
Rick Stein’s new 
recipe collection: 
Secret France. 

Bon apetit! 

Coq au Riesling 
 

2 tbs olive oil 
70 gms unsalted butter 
2 eschalots, peeled but left whole 
3 cloves garlic, finely chopped 
160 gms smoked bacon lardons 
50 gms button mushrooms 
1 free range chicken, jointed into 8 pieces 
1 tbs plain flour 
500 ml dry Riesling 
350 ml chicken stock 
1 bay leaf 
2 thyme sprigs 
100 ml single cream 
1 egg yolk 
Small handful chopped parsley 
Salt and black pepper 

Heat half the oil and butter in a casserole dish and fry the 
shallots, garlic and bacon until they start to colour. Add 
mushrooms and fry a little longer. Transfer all to a bowl using a 
slotted spoon. 

Add remaining oil and butter to the casserole dish. Dust the 
chicken pieces with flour and brown them in a couple of 
batches. Return all the chicken to the dish and add the wine, 
stock, herbs and cooked shallots, bacon and mushrooms. 
Season with salt and pepper. Bring to a simmer and cook for 20 
minutes, uncovered. Pass everything through a colander set 
over a bowl and keep the chicken, bacon and vegetables warm. 

Return strained liquid and juices to the pan, reduce slightly and 
take off the heat. Whisk the cream with the egg yolk and a 
ladleful of the reduced cooking liquid, then pour this into the pan 
with the stock. Place over a medium heat until the sauce has 
thickened but don’t let it boil. 

Put everything back into the pan and let it warm through. 
Garnish with chopped parsley and serve with small boiled 
potatoes. 

 

mailto:geoff@gundogestate.com.au
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

BREAKFAST NOW AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with enjoyable  
and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about matters natural 
By Sue MacIntyre 

A life-long experience 

Having written much about Gang Gang in the last decade, it 
seems overdue to be asking some long-standing residents 
of our district about their land. I am curious about the way 
views and actions change over the decades. Colin and 
Esther are the first subjects of this journalistic foray, kindly 
agreeing to share their reflections on the 20 hectares that 
they have stewarded for over 30 years. 

Initially attracted to the block's scattered mature trees and 
pleasantly undulating topography, they had an appreciation 
of the native grasses and wildflowers growing on their 
newly acquired land. But as a young couple establishing 
livelihoods, their visions and energies were mainly aimed at 
growing food and being self-sufficient.  

Their Jersey cow Bessie came with them – an obvious first 
choice of livestock given Colin's dairying background. They 
wisely chose to graze only the better grassed areas of the 
lower slopes, and had thoughts of setting up a rotational 
grazing system. But their inertia on this task ultimately saved 
them fencing costs, as the impracticality of a small household 
dealing with a cowful of milk every morning became evident. 
Drought, and the need to destock, provided the full stop. 
Ultimately the roos got to reclaim their grazing lands. 

On the rocky soil of the upper slopes, Colin and Esther 
opted to plant trees. At that time, Yass River had been rated 
as having one of the poorest-condition catchments in a 
nation that had severe erosion and salinity problems more 
broadly. In response, Landcare was established in 1986, and 
from there, programs such the Yass River Valley 
Revegetation Project arose. Colin and Esther opted in. More 
than 2,000 trees were planted in the early 1990s. The 
eucalypts and wattles were promoted by the project as a 
productive woodlot rather than an ecological restoration 
exercise, so using local species was not a priority. Their 
hillside was deep ripped using a winged-keel ripper, which 
shattered the bedrock. 

“The ripping made an incredible mess … they said it would 
settle, but it didn’t.” It still has not settled after 30 years.  

With small children, life took on a new focus. While starting a 
commercial growing enterprise was considered, their energies 
were focused on the growing family and on paid work. Apart 
from the survival aspect of this life-course, it was becoming 
evident that limited water would eventually have become a 
major barrier to earning a living from the property. 

The children's early teen years nearly precipitated a move 
to Canberra, but their attachment to the place saw Colin 
and Esther through the challenges of providing the sporting 
and social-life so important to young adults. 

Throughout, it all, a love of growing food has continued 
unabated. I can attest to the fact that they're pretty good at 
it all by now – the growing, the cooking and the eating.  

What now?  
So now the kids are grown-up and life is somewhat more 
relaxed, what now? During the last three years the pair 
have spent significant time on the land and are starting to 
really enjoy the plants that they admired only glancingly 
when they first arrived. Particularly the understorey. 

As for regrets, the ripping and planting could have been 
dispensed with. They are now aware that natural  

 

regeneration may have been a better option. The 
assumption that ‘More planting always helps’ is an 
assumption that dominates thinking to this day. But research 
has better equipped us to understand how the state of the 
landscape can predict prospects for future regeneration. 

Esther and Colin are now both enjoying the fruits of thirty 
years' destocking, with the delight of new wildflowers and 
orchids appearing (and being noticed) every season. This 
growing appreciation of the ground layer, and the way it 
responds to canopy gaps, has made them consider that life 
now might be easier if they had managed the planted and 
naturally-regenerating trees more proactively.  

The most 
bothersome 
aspects of this 
are the 
inherited pine 
windbreaks 
that could 
have been 
more readily 
removed when 
smaller, but 
are now too 
large to be 
managed 
easily.  They 
block considerable        Wattle regrowth and pine seedlings have  

amounts of light           spread to previously open spaces.   
and space, and are  
spreading from seed. 

Another missed opportunity was to thin the abundant and 
very small eucalypt seedlings around the open-growing 
woodland trees in the old paddocks.  They are now a more 
daunting prospect.  Increasingly, Colin and Esther have come 
to value the open spaces and the diversity of plants found in 
the open grassland patches. 

When one starts out with expanses of bare paddock, it can be 
difficult to accept that planting can be too dense or that it 
would become a problem in the future. But imagine the 
predicted diameter of the trees that you have planted, and 
realise that they are more than likely to grow large within 
your lifetime. 

In coming years, Colin and Esther's place will see a collective 
fencing of the vegetable garden and house garden to deter 
macropods. Within this area, Colin plans to continue planting 
a range of banksias and other natives. Less garden would suit 
Esther, who tends to focus on weeding, both around the 
house and beyond. She has seen how responsive the local 
natives are to that form of encouragement. Both intend to 
spend more time observing and recording birds, flowering, 
and other curiosities of nature as an ongoing learning 
experience.   

Viewing the photos of the open paddocks that they started 
with, and knowing the health of the vegetation that is there 
today, I would have to agree with Colin that "no significant 
damage has been done".  

Let's all try to make our mistakes slight. 

April 2021 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Ten ways to manage weeds 

Weeds are huge this year. With months of rainfall at 
just the right time, it is fair to say that weeds are a 
problem this autumn. 

Really, who wants weeds? We all have better things to 
do than spend hours toiling over weeds. There are 
even special tools just for weeds. 

Elimination is the only choice, as I’m sure you will all 
agree. Yes, total obliteration is improbable as weed 
seeds live up to 20 years in the soil. But you can 
seriously reduce them. 

Tips for weed reduction 
1. Mulch    It’s no secret that mulch is the 

ultimate –  straw, hay, compost etc. There’s a 
fine balance between not too thick and too 
thick, but I think 10cm is about right. Mulch will 
help keep weeds at bay, moderates soil 
temperature, holds in moisture, limits 
evaporation, reduces splash on plant leaves, 
keeping them cleaner and reducing fungus. As 
a bonus, mulch breaks down and composts, 
putting organic matter and humus back into 
the soil. 

2. Roundup (Glyphosate)    Not everyone’s 
favourite, and much has been written about the 
ill-effects of overusing this chemical. Having said 
that, many of us do not have the luxury of any 
other form of control. Used with caution 
(exactly as prescribed) a few times of year, this 
knock-down herbicide is going to give your 
garden some weed relief. 

3. Newspaper    Laying a think layer of newspaper 
on your soil, followed by a little mulch to anchor 
the paper, works as a great weed barrier. 
Prepare your soil, add manure and/or compost 
and worm castings, and water in well, then add 
you layer of newspaper and mulch. This will 
suppress any weed seeds already in the ground 
and hopefully prevent/reduce germination of 
new seeds on top. You can tear a small hole to 
plant. Newspaper will break down and form 
organic matter in your soil. 

4. Plastic    I have spoken in detail about weed 
mat, which should be against the gardening law. 
However, if you have a particularly weed 
infested area that you wish to turn into a garden 
bed you can lay mulch down to suffocate and 
suppress weeds. Depending on the weeds you 
wish to eliminate, the plastic may be removed 
after six weeks – longer if you have very 
persistent weeds. The compounding benefit is 
that plastic can warm your soil to start your bed 
early in the season, especially if it has been 
particularly cold. 

  
5. Cardboard    This has an effect similar to 

newspaper, although the results can be better 
because cardboard is thicker 

6. Dense planting    Once weeds are restricted 
from accessing sunshine, or have to compete for 
moisture and nutrients, they tend to wither 
away. Maybe you can consider erring on the 
overplanting side in areas of prolific weeds. 

7. Vinegar    Plants hate this stuff. Buy a spray 
bottle from the $2 shop and hit those weeds to 
your hearts content. But be very careful you 
don't hit your tomatoes or prize plants, 
because vinegar is non-discriminatory and will 
take out the lot. A dog-cone works well, 
allowing you to keep the spray directly on the 
plant of choice. 

8. Boiling water    Just pour it on. 

9. Eat them    
Dandelions, 
violet, sorrel and 
others can go in 
your salad or 
green drink.  

10.  
11. Mallow’s deep tap root 

makes it very hard to 
pull. But it can thicken 
soups and stews.    → 
 

10. Pull them    Yep, thats the good old fashioned 
labour-intensive method. If you can manage a 
daily walk in your garden, pull a few weeds as 
you go. Easy. 

April 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 
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Wildcare 
by Bec Quinn  

Wildlife in winter 

The approach of winter brings about a change in 
behaviour for some of our native wildlife, especially 
reptiles. In our region, these include lizards, snakes 
and eastern long-necked turtles.  

Reptiles are ectothermic, which is sometimes 
described as being cold blooded. This means they rely 
on external sources, such as sunlight, to regulate 
their body temperature. The cold weather in our 
region forces reptiles to go into a hibernation-like 
period known as brumation, where they become 
inactive and may not eat, drink or move for several 
weeks or even months at a time. 

During this time, people continue with their normal 
activities, such as gardening, working on rural 
properties or undertaking home renovations, and 
sometimes brumating reptiles may be disturbed. If 
you can leave the reptile where it is (under a log, for 
example), then that is the best approach. However, 
this is not always possible, and the animal may need 
to be relocated to another suitable location. 

Microbats also become much less active in winter and 
enter periods of torpor (similar to brumation) to 
conserve energy. They will rouse themselves in order 
to eat and drink and then return to a state of torpor. 
Bats are frequently found inside folded umbrellas, 
hanging from curtains, and other secure, dark places. 

Microbats require a different approach. Any bat that is 
disturbed during a period of torpor needs the attention 
of a vaccinated wildlife carer to catch, assess the bat’s 
condition, then 
provide it with 
appropriate food 
and water, before 
releasing the bat in 
the locality it came 
from. Bats can carry 
Lyssavirus, and 
unvaccinated people 
should not handle 
bats of any kind. 

Lesser long-eared bat 
(Photo: Melissa Pearce) 

 
 
Wildcare Queanbeyan asks anyone who disturbs a 
brumating reptile or a microbat to ring the hotline on 
6299 1966 for advice. 

Wildcare Queanbeyan is a volunteer organisation 
committed to rescue, raise, rehabilitate and release 
native wildlife in this region. Anyone who encounters 
sick, injured or orphaned wildlife is encouraged to 
phone the Wildcare Queanbeyan Hotline anytime on 
6299 1966. Tax-deductible donations are welcome. 
Contact the website: www.wildcare.com.au. 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 
✓ In business since 2016 
✓ Reasonable rates 
✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 
✓ Reasonable rates 
✓ Available most evenings and weekends 
✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

Sutton Mobile Rural 
Stockfeeds 

Sutton Pony Club car park, opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays:   7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays:   3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 
Pay by card or cash 

http://www.wildcare.com.au/
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Cricket ― Goats wrap up 
Season 2021 was a strange one for the Gundaroo 
Goats. A struggle for numbers that saw the first game 
forfeited and the second only going ahead due to 
Dave Drew calling in a number of favours kind of set 
the tone for the season.  

At their best, the Goats were one of the better teams 
on the park, beating the premiers and challenging the 
runners up on every occasion. But the best was not 
always available, leading to an up-and-down year with 
as many losses as wins, with the Goats scraping into 
the finals, only to bow out in the first week. 

There were a number of highlights for the year. Dave 
Noble spend much time and effort organising Pink 
Stumps Day, which was a massive success, raising 
more than $2,000 for the McGrath Foundation. Mark 
Grayham has noted (and asked me to get into print) 
that he was top three in the league for run scoring 
and led the league in run-outs. The Goats also held 
onto their trophy for the leading run-scoring team.  

Being able to use the oval again with confidence was 
amazing. We thank Ron Miller and the Park Trust for 
putting in place the infrastructure for that to happen, 
and Shane Dawson for all the sweat equity it took to get 
the oval into the condition it is now. A lot of the 
highlights were again off-field ones – Noel's heart will 
always go on, Hicksy will always be a meme-lord, and 
Skip came with a late run, wondering 'what about me'? 

Awards Presentation night was on the 27th, with a great 
meal organised once again by Bella and her crew and a 
lovely ambience provided by Choppy and his crew.  

Awards winners for the season 
are pictured here showing off.  

 
Scott Harding 'Club' Award: Dave 
Noble       → 

'Shenanigans' Award: Pete Hicks  

↙ 

 

 

 

 

 
‘Players’ Player’: Pete McKell/ 
Mark Grayham ↓ 

 

‘Effort’ Award: Dave Drew ↑ 

‘F-Cup’: Mitchell 'Empty Chair' 
Callagher. 
← 

We'll be back next year come 
October, because it's what 
we've always done and we 
have a deep-seated fear of 
change. Anyone aged 15–50 
(or older) interested in having 
a run should feel free to 
contact either Mark Grayham 
0409 689 186 or Sean Egan on 
0405 149 600. 

Sean Egan 
President 

Gundaroo Goats CC 

 

Football ― Bullocks 
ready to kick off 
The soccer season will kick off for 
the Bullocks on 17 April this year. 
We are fielding one team in the Capital football 
competition, and the Bullocks are looking forward to a 
more normal year after the 2020 stop-start season.  

A new club sponsor, Fuse Property, has 
come on board, and we thank 
them for their sponsorship 
and our new strip that their 
funding has provided. 

Our home oval is looking 
fantastic, and we have been 
approved to play home 

games on it this year. We have marked out two 
pitches, and already a number of young locals are 
taking advantage of the condition of the oval and the 
goal posts being installed, which is great to see.  

The rains and our club president Shane Dawson’s hard 
work are benefiting everyone in the community with a 
good covering of grass. A club working bee on 
Saturday the 27th got the pitches ready for the season, 
and all players attending agreed the oval is first class. 

Work on the amenities block is proceeding, and we 
expect to have change rooms and user-friendly 
facilities for visiting teams and locals to enjoy later in 
the season. 

Our first game on 17 April is against Burns Football 
Club at our home ground here in Gundaroo. It 
would be great to have some locals at the oval on 
that day supporting the boys. 

Because our home ground is outside Canberra, we’re 
unable to attract referees. If anyone in Gundaroo is 
interested in refereeing our home games, please 
email me to discuss. It would be fantastic to have 
more locals involved in the club, and an opportunity 
for local refs to earn some extra money.  

Until next Gazette, go the Bullocks! 

Greg Garrett 

Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com  

mailto:gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com
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• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of March. They may change again during 
April, and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact 
details remain as listed.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday: Dinner from 5pm 
Friday:  Lunch and dinner from 12pm 
Saturday & Sunday: B’fast, lunch & dinner from 9am 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Great family-
friendly atmosphere. Live music often. Takeaway food 
available.  
See also the advertisement on pages 12.  
Patrons must be seated at a table. Limited capacity. 
  (Mingling outside only) 
Bar:        Seating limited. Bookings advisable. 
Tuesday  
to Sunday 3.00pm till late 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Bookings advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 12.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food offering and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of March.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 9.00am every third Sunday 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, appropximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udi 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Cecelia Davey  0417 203 023 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

