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Anzac Day 2021 – Gundaroo commemorates, and celebrates 
Disappointed that the traditional 
and very popular Dawn Service 
had needed to be cancelled for the 
second year (see page 5), 
residents nevertheless gathered at 
the War Memorial before dawn 
and conducted their own 
impromptu commemoration.  

It turned out to be a deeply 
moving occasion.   

With no notice or expectation, 
individuals in the assembly were 
handed a task to perform – give a 
short welcome speech, give a 
reading, sing a hymn, recite a poem 
and The Ode  – coordinated in the dark 
by Julie Pickering. All accepted and 
performed admirably, as though they’d 
been rehearsing.  

What had been 
‘arranged’ was 
for community 
groups and 
families to lay 
wreaths at the 
the Memorial.  

Several wreaths 
were laid 
respectfully and 
solemnly in the 
still of the 
dawning light.  

 

Another was 
laid later in 
the morning 
by Gundaroo 
School 
(pictured).  

Others 
visited during 
the day to 
hang poppies 
from the 
basket left 
there for the 
purpose.  

At precisely 6am, the haunting bugle of 
‘The Last Post’ could be heard around 
the village, broadcast through concert 
speakers outside the pub.  

The moment’s silence (not a movement 
in the little crowd) was followed by 
‘Reveille’, similarly broadast, before the 
national anthem and the end of what 
had been a very memorable ceremony. 

The Anzac Day tradition continued in the 
afternoon, when the pub hosted a few 
hours of classic two-up. As might be 
expected, the well-run event was 
exceptionally well-attended, with a few big 
winners and many other enthusiastic 
players ‘donating to the two-up god’, as 
one wag put it.  

‘The Gundaroo 
Gazette’ is 

chuffed to have 
captured the coins 

in the air on a 
cheap phone 

camera.  

The event also 
saw a small 
reunion of 
four former 
crew of HMAS 
‘Sydney IV’ guided missile frigate. 
Together they had served in three 
operations in the Persian Gulf from 
2001 to 2003. They are pictured here 
without rank. From left to right: 
Gundaroo’s Rob Milne, Carl (‘Fruity’) 
and Jess McDonald, and Justin 
(‘Dustbin’) Shanny, from Victoria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was an Anzac Day to remember.  
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Quotes for the month 
“Be content to appear stupid and clueless in extraneous matters. 

Don’t wish to seem knowledgeable. And if some regard you  
as important, distrust yourself.”  

Epictetus (about AD 50 to 135) 
Raised as a slave in Rome. Banished, then lived in Greece, and  

became a leading philosopher and teacher of Stoicism.  

“You can’t expect somebody to become a biologist by giving them access to 
the Harvard biology library and saying ‘Just look through it’. That will give 
them nothing. The internet is the same, except magnified enormously.” 

Avram Noam Chomsky (b. 1928)  
American linguist, analytic philosopher, cognitive scientist. historian, 

 social critic, human rights activist 
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LOCAL NEWS
The word is spreading  
on gundaroo.org  
Gundaroo’s own Community Website 
gundaroo.org is reaching more and 
more people each month with more 
than 1,100 hits/visits in April. 

This rapid growth shows the success of 
the site, which is the go-to spot to find 
out what Gundaroo offers and what’s 
happening in and around the village.  

Launched in 2020 using information 
gleaned from other sites and 
publications, gundaroo.org enables 
every Gundaroo-aligned business or 
community group to be promoted 
whenever a search is made for 
Gundaroo. 

Since then the committee behind the 
not-for-profit site has been tweaking its 
content and operation to make it user-
friendly for those joining the site and 
those visiting. 

Time to confirm your spot 

A spokesperson for gundaroo.org, Kevin 
Curtis, says that, now its success is 
apparent, it’s time for those who’ve 
been listed on the site to confirm they 
want to be involved and stay part of 
gundaroo.org.  

“Community groups are listed free but 
need to confirm the information on the 
the site is accurate,” Kevin said. 
“Charges for businesses range between 
$50 and $250 per year. See the Fee 
Schedule under the ‘Apply’ menu or 
click on the ‘Apply’ button on 
gundaroo.org to see some examples. 

“A good number of businesses have 
committed, but it’d be good to get more.” 

Help needed 

Kevin said even the committee had 
been surprised to find there were more 
than 30 Community Groups and 40-plus 
Businesses on the current Directory 
listings. 

“Because of this rapid growth, the 
committee needs some help to manage 
the website and we’re calling for 
volunteers”, Kevin said.  

“If you want to list your business or 
association or wish to volunteer, please 
email cwsc@gundaroo.org or contact me 
on 0417 017 125 for more information.” 

Mr T moves to Bungendore 
Gundaroo school’s Principal, Nigel 
Trethowan, has taken a promotion to 
become Principal at Bungendore – a 
much larger school than Gundaroo, with 
around 500 students.  

After more than five years at the helm, 
in which he became embedded in the 
hearts of students and the community, 
‘Mr T’ was given a fine send-off at a 
crowded school assembly on Thursday 
6 May (pictured above right). 

 

It was an emotional occasion.  

You can see Mr T’s account and The 
Gundaroo Gazette’s own photo montage 
on pages 6 and 7.  

Gundaroo winery awards  
Gundaroo wineries – Gundog Estate 
Cork St Cellar Door and Tallagandra Hill 
Winery – have won two of the seven 
Canberra District prizes in ‘Australia’s 
Best Cellar Door Awards for 2021’.  
Gundog Estate Cork St Cellar Door won 
‘Best Small Cellar Door’ (pictured), and 
Tallagandra Hill Winery won ‘Cellar 
Door with Best Accommodation’.  

The awards are made annually by 
Gourmet Traveller WINE magazine.  

Gundaroo Community 
Expo #2 

The date has been set and arrangements 
are being put in place for the second 
Gundaroo Community Expo, organised by 
the Gundaroo Community Association.   

The Expo will be held in the Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hall on Saturday 28 August 
from 11am to 4pm. 

The Community Expo will provide a 
‘one-stop’ opportunity for groups, clubs, 
associations, sporting teams and others 
to promote what they do and show the 
wide range of activities and interests 
available in and around Gundaroo.  

This year, local producers, growers and 
‘creators’ are being invited to set up a 
market stall to promote and sell their 
services and products. 

The Gundaroo Defibrillator Group will 
again conduct hands-on first aid 
information sessions covering First Aid 
for Adults, First Aid for Kids, and how to 
perform CPR and use the Defibrillator. 

Exhibitors are invited to set up a 
table/stall/display and to be there to 
meet and talk with visitors. The stall fee 
will be $10, which will go towards an 
annual membership of the GCA for a 
nominated representative. 

The GCA will also provide a table for the 
display of business cards or flyers to 
promote services of those who won’t 
have a display.  

Expo is designed to inform recent 
arrivals and long-time residents alike 
what our community has to offer. 

For information and to book a space, 
contact Gina Collins and Emma Shadbolt, 
on ginacollins56@bigpond.com and 
emma.shadbolt@optusnet.com.au.  

New chief engineer shows 
interest in Gundaroo 

The Gundaroo Gazette has had two 
encouraging phone conversations with 
the recently appointed Director of 
Infrastructure and Assets at Yass Valley 
Council, James Dugdell. Mr Dugdell’s 
background and experience builds hope 
that more notice could be taken of 
some of Gundaroo’s persistent issues.  

He grew up in a small rural village in 
southern Queensland, and spent 26 
years as an Army engineer, planning 
and delivering infrastructure to 
communities in the Middle East, South 
Pacific and remote Australia – including 
for water and sewerage, roads, schools, 
and post-cyclone rebuilding.  

The phone conversations will be 
followed up with visits to Gundaroo, 
and personal inspections of roads and 
other sources of community concern, 
starting this month.  

Responding to The Gundaroo Gazette’s 
detailed written questions submitted to 
Council early in April, Mr Dugdell offered 
the following information.  

Gundaroo transfer station 
Earthworks and installations for the new 
unloading platform and vehicle ramp have 
been completed. The vehicle landing 
above the open waste bins has been 
inspected and is awaiting a more stable 
and safe surface covering. The new facility 
is expected to be operational by mid-May.  

http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://gundaroo.org/
http://cwsc@gundaroo.org
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com
mailto:emma.shadbolt@optusnet.com.au
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LOCAL NEWS
Street trees 
Council has let the contract to remove 
the coppicing tree stump outside the 
Memorial Hall, although a schedule for 
that job wasn’t offered. Council plans to 
replant the street trees that have not 
survived their first years, but replanting 
won’t be done during winter.  

Street parking 
Mr Dugdell is aware of concerns of 
Gundaroo residents – particularly near 
the pub and other venues in Cork Street 
and adjacent cross streets – about cars 
being parked on nature strips and across 
the footpaths and driveways. He 
acknowledges it can become a safety 
issue with pedestrians and young cyclists 
being forced to use the roadway.  

Although the law prohibits parking on 
footpaths and nature strips (NSW Road 
Rules 2014: Regulation 197), Council 
and Police are alert to the ‘give-and-
take’ in villages with wide nature strips 
and no kerbs (like Gundaroo), and do 
not want to pursue a compliance 
regime of policing and issuing fines. 
Rather, they prefer and intend to raise 
public awareness about the law and its 
purpose, which is to allow uninhibited 
pedestrian traffic. The Gazette will 
monitor this issue.  

Resheeting unsealed roads 
During our phone conversations, The 
Gundaroo Gazette suggested that Mr 
Dugdell should monitor the ‘Gundaroo 
Community Connect’ Facebook page, to 
be alert to community sentiment about 
the condition of the most-used 
unsealed roads.  

Unwittingly coincident with some recent 
criticisms of the hierarchy of roads for 
the number of grades per year (see also 
the article here on page 12), Mr Dugdell 
told The Gundaroo Gazette that Council  
is developing an ‘inspection-led 
maintenance program’, based on road 
condition and other factors like road 
usage trends, and drainage issues, which 
usually appear well before regrading 
becomes important.  

The schedule for the ‘resheeting 
program’ has not yet been confirmed, 
and is awaiting evaluation of the most 
suitable resheeting materials, although 
it is still intended to be commenced as 
soon as possible this year.  

Trends in road usage is one factor 
affecting the future of unsealed road 
maintenance. Mr Dugdell explained 
that a number of roads around 
Gundaroo long classified as ‘farm roads’ 
are approaching the classification of 
‘commuter roads’ – as a consequence 
of rural subdivisions and more residents 
with jobs in Canberra. This elevates 
road maintenance priorities beyond 
local government level, and demands a 
different approach and different 
funding sources.  

Southern flow path still  
an issue 
With specific written questions, The 
Gundaroo Gazette followed up 
Council’s recent response that “no 
viable solution has been determined” 
to the local flooding of Lot Street 
properties since the diversion of the 
Gundaroo South Flow Path away from 
natural overland flow and a small dam 
into a single large straight roadside 
channel. (See the April edition.) 

The only explanation Mr Dugdell added 
was that the previous “no viable 
option” response was based on cost 
and budget considerations, and on a 
concern that installing a few ‘leaky 
weirs’ along the channel to slow the 
water flow could “move the problem 
somewhere else” – an undesirable 
outcome.  

The Gundaroo Gazette invited Mr 
Dugdell to inspect for himself the 
redirection and the channel and the Lot 
St/Lute St choke when he visits 
Gundaroo this month.  

Commemorative trees in  
the ground 
The long-planned Commemorative 
Avenue of 40 ‘Free Fall’ Pin Oak trees 
is now a physical reality, having been 
planted on a foggy morning in early 
May (pictured).  

Its purpose is to commemorate all 
those from our community who have 
served, are currently in active service, 
and who will serve in the future, 
representing Gundaroo and Australia.  

The new young trees can be seen 
along the southern entrance to 
Gundaroo between Back Creek Rd 
and the bridge.  

The Avenue is a project of the 
Gundaroo Monuments Sub-Committee. 
It was supported with a Yass Valley 
Council Community Grant and an 
ANZAC Community Grant, topped up by 
generous local community donors.  

No wood collecting on 
Gundaroo Common 
Collecting wood on the Common 
without permission is against the law.  

Speaking for the Gundaroo Common 
Trust, which manages the Common as a 
Crown reserve, Ron Miller posted on 
‘Gundaroo Community Connect’ Facebook 
page that two people were recently 
discovered “busily cutting wood on the 
Common in the middle of the night”.  

Gundaroo Common enjoys endangered 
species habitat and environmental 
protection matched with closely managed 
cattle grazing for villagers. It is a precious 
community open-space resource, also 
available for many acceptable non-
vehicular recreational activities.  

Firewood collection is not one of those 
activities. Police will be informed if that 
activity is observed.  

Nearby rural landholders, villagers and 
users are alert to what happens on the 
Common and are likely to report unusual 
activity, as happened in this case.  

News Shorts 
State help for small business 
(Correcting the date)) 
Gundaroo businesses may be eligible for the 
Small Business Rebate Scheme, available 
from now until 30 June 2022. It allows an 
eligible business to draw down on a $1500 
credit to offset certain NSW and local 
government fees and charges. 
www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-
fees-and-charges-rebate. 

Energy upgrades – Expressions 
of interest to Kristy McBain now 
Eligible community organisations wanting a 
grant up to $12,000 under the federal 
Government’s Powering Communities 
Program must first lodge their EOI with our 
federal MP, Kristy McBain, by 31 May. 

For details of the program, see: 
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-
programs/powering-communities-program  

For an EOI form, see: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQ
LSd-
dTTjqQfYV8NeCNmknIIgyLf9KFNkwRN2uwC
1D4AV9Ebvlg/viewform.  

Springdale Solar Farm still 
being challenged 
Although the NSW Independent Planning 
Commission approved this 190ha solar farm on 
Tallagandra Lane in February, the community 
opposition channelling through the Sutton  
Solar Action Group has not subsided.  

SSAG has written to NSW Planning Minister, 
Rob Stokes, and has taken local State MP, 
Wendy Tuckerman, on an enlightening tour 
of the site and affected properties..  

Interested readers should visit:  
www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com 
www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au  and  
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/
11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703 

 

http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-fees-and-charges-rebate
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/small-business-fees-and-charges-rebate
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/powering-communities-program
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/powering-communities-program
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-dTTjqQfYV8NeCNmknIIgyLf9KFNkwRN2uwC1D4AV9Ebvlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-dTTjqQfYV8NeCNmknIIgyLf9KFNkwRN2uwC1D4AV9Ebvlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-dTTjqQfYV8NeCNmknIIgyLf9KFNkwRN2uwC1D4AV9Ebvlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-dTTjqQfYV8NeCNmknIIgyLf9KFNkwRN2uwC1D4AV9Ebvlg/viewform
http://www.suttonsolaractiongroup.com/
http://www.springdalesolarfarm.com.au/
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2020/11/springdale-solar-farm-ssd-8703
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

Council’s 2021/22 Draft Operational Plan 

The Draft 2021/22 Operational Plan is on public exhibition and 
available for comment. The Draft Operational plan sets out Council’s 

goals and objectives for the financial year and also includes  
updated Fees and Charges. 

Members of the community have until 5pm Friday, 28 May 2021 to 
read the Draft Plan and make submissions if they wish to do so. 

Like last year, Council has developed a small presentation that 
highlights the main points of the plan. This can be accessed here:  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/documents/Draft-Operational-

Plan/plan.html 

The full document can also be accessed here: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/public-

consultation/article/1168 

Questions can be directed to Council on 6226 1477.. 

In her Mayoral Message on 5 May, Mayor Rowena Abbey described 
the Plan this way: “The Operational Plan allocates responsibility for 
each project or activity to a program area of Council. This is then 
filtered into program area plans, project plans and individual work 

plans. It is supported by Council’s 2021/22 Budget, which outlines the 
capital works program and key infrastructure projects Council will 

carry out in the same financial year. “ 

Among matters of considerable interest to Gundaroo, Mayor Abbey 
added that the Plan strengthens “Council’s renewed focus on the 

annual re-sheeting program for our unsealed road network as well as 
committing to two important roadside weed spraying programs”. 

Addendum reports to the Yass Valley Villages  
Flood Studies 

Also now on public exhibition is the Flood Mapping Addendum for 
the Flood Studies prepared for the villages of Murrumbateman, 

Bowning, Bookham, Binalong, Gundaroo and Sutton.  

Members of the community have until 5pm Friday 25 June 2021 to 
make submissions if they wish to do so.  

The purpose of these addendums is to ensure that a consistent set of 
flood-related planning controls can be applied to future development in 

the Yass Valley local government area in the villages. Their flood 
studies have been reviewed and are proposed to be updated.  

Addendum maps could be inspected alongside the floodplain risk 
management studies, which evaluate management options for the 

floodplains in respect of existing and proposed developments.  

The addendum maps can be accessed here: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-

Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf  

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Restrictions eased for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been halved to 2m
2

 per person. This raises the 

maximum capacity in our main hall from 26 to 52, 

which opens the way to a rather more ‘normal’ use.  

We can also include ALL the space ‘accessible to the 

public’ (foyer, stage, supper room, etc), bringing the 

total countable space to 168m
2

, thereby allowing 84 

persons on the premises at any one time.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  
social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo Community Association 
Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 26 May 2021 at 7pm 
Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 

Agenda includes election of a new committee  
for the coming year.  

The community and members old and new welcome 

Address any queries to 
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com 

 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

‘Anticipate change  
or become its victim’ 

Exhibition at the Gundaroo Literary Institute on 
the weekend of 22–23 May from 10am to 4pm.  

Drawing on a 1975 report on the ‘Township of Gundaroo’, prepared 
for the National Trust to ‘document the past and assess future 
development in the village of Gundaroo’, the exhibition looks at  

how Gundaroo was at that time. 

It shows buildings that have since been restored, some that have 
been modified and identifies others that no longer exist. 

While some of the townscapes in the report have remained 
remarkably similar, others are unrecognisable. 

The report aimed to provide advice in order to preserve the historic 
character of Gundaroo through careful management ‘of the 

imminent future development of the village’. 

The exhibition will be open once a month until the end of the year. 
Visits will be in accordance with COVID-19 requirements.  

 
The northern gateway to Gundaroo shows wide open spaces 

Photo courtesy National Trust of Australia (NSW) – 1975 Report by the 
Office of James Coleman Pty Ltd. (Copyright) 

Next meeting 

GDHS will next meet on Monday, 31 May at 7pm,  
in the Literary Institute, Cork Street.  

Contact historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com for more information. 

 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/documents/Draft-Operational-Plan/plan.html
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/documents/Draft-Operational-Plan/plan.html
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/public-consultation/article/1168
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/public-consultation/article/1168
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf
mailto:gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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COMMU NITY NOTICEBOARD

From ‘The Desk’  
Some of you will have noticed that this edition is two weeks 
behind its usual schedule. I apologise for that, and 
particularly to the Film Society, whose May screening is  
now behind us.  

Having had a late start to the Gazette after finishing an urgent 
paid writing contract, your Editor ran into a medical issue at 
a critical stage in the Gazette’s production, and delays could 
not be prevented. Health-wise, all is well now. 

In this edition, as well as our regular columns, we give some 
exposure to Gundaroo artists (p13), have another periodic 
article from young Elizabeth Kovacs (p12), and the first 
instalment of an eye-opening three-part serial from a new 
Gundaroo correspondent, Anthony ‘Fitzy’ Fitzgerald. It’s 
shaping up as a gripping tale.  

Sadly, we farewelled Mr T from Gundaroo School (pp2, 6, 7). 
We wish him great success and good fortune in Bungendore.  

Until June 
Your Editor / Custodian 

 
 
 

 

‘Light up the Dawn’ 

Anzac Day Commemoration 2021 
With respect and reverence, people around the world gathered at 
Anzac memorials, in driveways, sat quietly in cars or around the 

breakfast table to reflect on the sacrifice given, both in lives lost and 
lives impacted forever by those who gave everything for their country 

during times of conflict and peace keeping. 

In the Gundaroo predawn darkness, the poignant laying of wreaths at 
the memorial was surrounded by impromptu sharing of song and 
verse, culminating in the sounding of the ‘Last Post’, one minute’s 

silence, and the ‘Reveille’. 

Throughout the remainder of the day, visitors paused to reflect and 
lay red poppies and rosemary sprigs. 

The Monuments Subcommittee, who maintain the memorial and 
coordinate and conduct the Anzac Dawn Service was deeply 

saddened that the formal service was cancelled again this year. 
Whilst COVID-19 restrictions eased prior to Anzac Day, new 
indemnity insurance requirements and COVID-19 gathering 

restrictions at the time forced the committee to make the decision 
well in advance. Thank you to all who were so supportive and 

understanding of this decision. 

The Monument Subcommittee will address the issues affecting this 
year and is committed to holding a full Anzac Dawn Service 

commemoration in 2022. 

Dallas Leach, President Gundaroo Monuments Subcommittee 
dcleach@bigpond.com 

Equine Assisted Therapy  

Starting in June 2021  

At EQ Haven, on the Gundaroo Rd  

Bellmount Forest.  

What is equine assisted therapy?  

It is supervised activities with horses to help people manage 
various physical, cognitive and emotional issues.  

Highly trained therapists use the ability of calm and healthy 
horses to support people to develop self-awareness,  

self-regulation, resourcing, personal development and 
leadership skills.  

EQ Haven will shortly be opening for 
bookings. You can register your interest  
by emailing info@eqhaven.com.au.  

Visit our website: www.eqhaven.com.au  
and follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  

 

More information to come in a future edition  
of The Gundaroo Gazette. 

 

Gundaroo Social Tennis Club 
Anyone for tennis? Our kids are having such fun at their 
tennis lessons, we thought the adults might like to have a 

social game or two themselves. 

During winter, our Sunday games won’t start until 10.00am, 
to avoid a frosty slippery court.  

A $2/session fee will help the school maintain the court. 

Community members can unlock the lighting box with the 
local postcode.   

Contact Kylie Martin or Virginia Dixon. 
Email Kylie on Kyliem1975@gmail.com  

Or text Gin on 0410 575 581. 

 

 

 

 

The Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall usually hosts 
this event in late May.  

This year, because of Covid restrictions, we’re 
encouraging you to host a small morning tea at 
your place and make a big donation online via this 
QR code below (before 30 June) to support the 
Cancer Council in its research, support services, 
prevention programs, and advocacy.     Colin Lee 

 
 

mailto:info@eqhaven.com.au
http://www.eqhaven.com.au/
mailto:Kyliem1975@gmail.com
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Gundaroo School News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, this is my final Gazette article as Principal of 
Gundaroo Public School. As many of you now know, I 
have taken up the role of Principal at Bungendore.  

I have been so fortunate to have spent the last five 
and a half years leading Gundaroo school, and while 
incredibly sad to be leaving, I know that the school is 
in a fantastic position to continue to do amazing 
things and provide the students with the best possible 
opportunities.  

Thank you Gundaroo for being so welcoming and 
supportive, and helping me feel part of the wonderful 
community that you have. I will never forget the 
emotion I felt during the ‘farewell’ the students and 
families gave me at my final school assembly. It was 
thoughtful, generous, fun, and especially memorable. 
Thank you all. I promise I will be back to visit! 

Rebecca Harris will relieve in the Principal position for 
the remainder of Term 2, and we welcome Mr Scott 
Northey, who is relieving in Mrs Harris’ Assistant 
Principal position.  

My final day as Principal was spent welcoming the 
nine other schools from the Queanbeyan Primary 
Schools Sports Association to Gundaroo for the 
district Cross Country.  

As always, we put on an outstanding event, helped 
with wonderful weather, for a cracking day. A big 
thank you to our P&C for catering the event and doing 
so with such precision and expertise.  

I may be a little biased, but Gundaroo does it far 
better than anyone! Congratulations also to all of the 
runners on the day who did our school proud. And 
special congratulations to Grace R and Dylan T who 
have made it through to the regional carnival in 
Cambewarra! What an achievement.  

Until we meet again, this is …  

Nigel (Mr T) Trethowan 
Principal (as was) 
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FAREWELL MR T ! 

Of course, Mr T is too self-effacing to draw attention to how much he is in the hearts of the school community. So 
we’ve done it for him. The Gundaroo Gazette offers here a selected pictorial of school events on Mr T’s last two days.  

Thursday was his last school assembly, and Friday saw Gundaroo host nine schools for the Queanbeyan district 
cross-country carnival. Both served as an appropriate and well-deserved farewell.  

At the assembly, there were several tributes before the two school captains, on behalf of the students, presented Mr T 
with a very large gift-wrapped box – or should we say ‘several’ gift-wrapped boxes, like traditional Russian Babushka 

dolls. (Note the growing pile of discarded packaging!) Finally he unwraps a jumbo jar of his beloved Nutella! 

 

After the thoughtful and emotional ceremony, students and their families and friends formed a ‘guard of honour’ 
as Mr T walked from the stage, then to be spontaneously mobbed and hugged by appreciative students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The district cross-country carnival was a very fitting ‘grand-final’ event for Mr T to preside over. 

 

 

 

And we save the final words for  
the students of Gundaroo     → 
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Film Society in full swing! 
The Gundaroo Film Society screenings are now in full swing. We are confident of our bookings and spacing regimes, 

and are happy to have more members and guests book to attend as the season progresses. 

ANZAC SCEENINGS 

Last month’s films centred around Anzac Day and offered a glimpse into the tragic enormity of war and its aftermath.  

They shall not grow old was an absorbing 2018 documentary on the First World War. Director Peter Jackson 
used the technical wizardry of Weta Digital to recolour and revitalise scratchy jerky images from WWI. It was 
harrowing to see enthusiastic and naive young soldiers pitched against ‘the war machine’, but we were all still 

amazed by their heroism, humour and nonchalance towards their struggles and tribulations.  

The Keeper (2018), which was filmed in Ireland and Germany, told the true story of a despised German POW 
working in the community and his simple gritted determination to be true to his heart and his love of soccer. He 

eventually became Manchester United’s most beloved keeper. 

NEW FOOD RULES 

The committee is now relaxing the ban on food, and returning to the use of tables for members and guests.  
This has always been one of the appeals of the screenings. where groups can book together and share a table.  

We are allowing members to bring their own plates and utensils – which are not be be shared outside the booked 
group – and asking patrons to remove all items from the Hall after the films. The Committee will of course set up the 

Hall for Covid spacing, and all attendees must have prebooked through the Gundaroofilms.org.au website. 

COMING FILMS  

This month’s films promise to be very enjoyable with great sound tracks and an emphasis on the music of the sixties, 
with Michael Caine providing his take on the era in My Generation. 

The Boat that Rocked is a comedy fiction of the 1960s story of pirate rock, broadcasting pop and rock music from a 
ship – a clash of culture between youth and the then-staid British establishment. It is a hoot. 

 

Wayne Kotzur 
President 

Gundaroo Film Society 

http://gundaroofilms.org.au/
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THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant available from 12 to 2pm. 
Bookings are recommended.  

We are proud to announce that 
we have won the Gourmet 
Traveller Best Small Cellar 
Door award for 2021. Our 

team is beyond happy with this 
result and looking forward  
to celebrating with you all. 

We have now bottled our first vintages for the year, and are 
offering tastings of our 2021 Wild, Chase, Hunters and Off-Dry 
Semillons. They are tasting great, and are very well-paired with 

some of our amazing plates from Grazing Restaurant. 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents,  
and don’t forget your Loyalty Card! 

 

     

 

 
 
 

Tuesday―Sunday  
from 3pm till close (variable)  
Restaurant from Wednesday 

Limited table seating inside. Bookings advisable. 
Mandatory sign-in and out. Social distancing and hygiene. 

Follow staff directions.  
Changes are afoot!  
• Pub food is back 
• Sunday night roast is now on 
• New online booking system  
• Takeaway online coming soon 
• Gift cards available 
• New website nearly ready 

Check on Facebook (@gundaroocolonialinn) for the 
online booking and gift card links, and for details of 

weekly specials and entertainment.  

POOL COMP ― Thursdays 

VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 
For Gundaroo’s sporting and community groups.  
Tickets available at the Pub, or follow the link  

on Facebook @gundaroocolonialinn. 
Meat trays supplied by Gunning Butcher.  
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Anzac Day  

Our Captain, Michael Cliff and partner/member, Julie Pickering, laid a wreath on behalf of Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade at the 
Gundaroo War Memorial on 25 April. Despite the challenging times and restrictions around COVID19, it was a time to remember all 
those brave men and women who gave so much – Lest We Forget. 

The Bush Fire Danger Period 

Permits to light fires for hazard reduction are no longer required. At least 24 hours before planning to light the fire, residents must 
still inform Yass Fire Control Centre on 6226 3100 or at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications. 
Please also notify Gundaroo Brigade Captain Michael Cliff 0428 494 403 and your surrounding neighbours to avoid unnecessary 
callouts. Take care and remain vigilant when conducting your burn. Ring Triple Zero (000) in an emergency. 

Thank you heaps! 

Huge thanks to Bunnings Belconnen for the opportunity for a great sausage sizzle on 10 April, and to the team of helpers and 
supporters on the day. We also thank The Gundaroo Gazette for its thorough write-up of our 2021 AGM on 17 March.  

Incidents  

Captain Michael Cliff reported no incidents for our Brigade since the last report. 
Units from Sutton and Back Creek, with ACT support, attended a sadly-fatal light plane crash on Tallagandra Lane on 13 April.  

Donations  

A donation of $50 per family to is tax deductible if made by 30 June. Pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer. Include your name and 
address for receipt. Contact Treasurer Peter Laudenbach on 0402 725 375 or email barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au. 
Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 032-746        Account No: 015969  

Home Fire Safety Checklist for Autumn/Winter – Our helpful checklist urges residents to be vigilant with fire safety in their 
homes as winter approaches. Please check these items and make your home as fire safe as possible.  
• Install smoke alarms throughout your home and keep them clean, test and replace batteries regularly. 
• Develop a Home Escape Plan in case of fire and practice it regularly. All your family should know two safe ways to escape from each room 

and know a designated safe meeting point.  
• If you deadlock doors when you’re at home, always leave keys in the lock to avoid becoming trapped. 
• Never leave cooking unattended. 
• Clean and check chimneys or flues before lighting up and call a professional chimney sweep if needed.  
• Arrange authorised inspectors for a maintenance check on oil, gas or wood heating units.  
• Always use a fire screen in front of an open fire. 
• Check electric blankets for damage or frayed cords and test before placing on the bed. 
• Keep clothing, toys or curtains at least one metre away from heaters or fireplaces. 
• Clean the lint filter in the clothes dryer every time you use it. 
• Only use one appliance per power point and switch off when not in use. Do not overload power boards. 
• Keep candles, incense, and oil burners away from anything flammable, and never leave them unattended. 
• Wheat-filled heat packs have the potential to cause burns and fire. Always read and follow instructions carefully.  
• Do maintenance checks on portable outdoor gas heaters, and do not place them too close to awnings or combustible materials.  
• Store matches and lighters out of reach of children. 
• Buy a fire extinguisher and a fire blanket and store them in the kitchen. 
• Don’t leave appliances (like mobile phones) unattended when charging. They can overheat & ignite. 
Check online Home Fire Safety at www.fire.nsw.gov.au.                                                                           Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
New volunteers always welcome. 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
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The remarkable story of ‘SS Automedon’ 

by Anthony Fitzgerald * 
 

(Part one of a three-part serial) 
November 11 1940 dawned clear and calm in the 
Indian Ocean. It was hot and the air was still, the sea 
like glass. The SS Automedon, a non-descript British 
merchantman (pictured), was on the 48th day of its 
journey from Liverpool and steaming towards the 
Netherlands East Indies on her way to Singapore.  

She was loaded with crated aircraft, machinery, 
microscopes, spare parts, bicycles, vehicles, 
medicines, cameras, steel, copper sheeting, service 
uniforms, textiles, whisky, beer, cigarettes, foodstuffs 
and mail, and also carried some civilian passengers.  

Automedon Captain 
Ewan had set a 
course almost due 
east from Durban in 
South Africa to avoid 
the northern reaches 
of the Indian Ocean, 
as the British Navy 
had warned all 
shipping of German 
ambushes north of  

                                                               Madagascar.  

Captain Ewan had been told of two brief distress 
signals over the last couple of days, but he had 
dismissed them as fake, probably designed to draw 
any nearby merchantman into a trap. 

Also 
steaming 
across the 
Indian Ocean 
on an 
intersecting 
course with 
Automedon 
was the 
German 
raider 
Atlantis 
(pictured).  

The two ships had steamed into view of each other 
just before 7am when the officer on watch, Second 
Officer Donald Stewart, saw the masts and funnels of 
Atlantis appear on the horizon to the north. He woke 
Captain Ewan, who immediately came to the bridge 
and watched the other ship in the far distance. At 
last, he decided it must be a Dutch merchantman, as 
Automedon was steaming into a popular trade route.  

By contrast, on the other ship, the crew of Atlantis 
saw Automedon as just another victim. In fact, she 
was to become the 13th since Atlantis had left 
Germany eight months earlier. 

But she was not ‘just another victim’. 

The two ships had been drawing closer for over an 
hour when Atlantis suddenly revealed her true 
colours and signalled the Automedon ‘stop’ and ‘do 
not raise the alarm’ in quick succession, followed by a 
warning shot across the bow.  

The Automedon crew were slow to decode the 
messages, and consequently a tragedy was about to 
unfold. The radio operator had raced to the 
communications room and had begun to tap out a 
message – ‘RRR’ followed by the ship’s name and 
location would convey that they were under attack. 

But the experienced and well-drilled crew of Atlantis 
quickly homed in on the bridge and the radio room 
with a devastating volley from her guns. In a matter 
of seconds, the radio fell silent, unable to give name 
or location. Captain Ewan was dead and the castle of 
Automedon was in ruins. 

A second salvo followed when a sailor was spotted 
running for the only gun on Automedon.When the 
German boarding party arrived, they were 
shocked at the level of destruction. They had not 
inflicted carnage like this on any of their previous 
12 victims. They removed all the crew and 
passengers and as much cargo as they could safely 
spare the time to gather.  

Upon learning that the Automedon was to be sunk 
once the boarding party returned, a passenger from 
the Automedon, Mrs Violet Ferguson, pleaded with 
the captain to retrieve her luggage. Kapitan Rogge 
relented and the boarding party were informed.  

And with that small turn of fate, an extraordinary 
trove was about to be uncovered, with momentous 
consequences for the future war in the Pacific.  

Second Officer Stewart had managed to keep the 
German boarding party from discovering the strong 
room on the Automedon. But Stewart was crestfallen 
when Leutnant Ulrich Mohr asked to be shown where 
the luggage was stored.  

For hidden in the same room were 125 British mailbags.  

The astonished 
German 
boarding party 
quickly loaded 
all the 
mailbags onto 
the launch for 
transfer back 
to Atlantis, 
before the 
Automedon 
was duly sunk 
(location 
pictured).  

 

Read the June edition of The Gundaroo Gazette to learn of 
the unfolding consequences of this unfortunate discovery. 

* Anthony Fitzgerald (Fitzy) lives in Gundaroo, and is 
known to many for his friendly service behind the bar at 
the pub. Fitzy’s ‘day job’ is in the Multimedia Section of 
the Australian War Memorial, helping digitise the AWM’s 
vast collection of photos, film and sound recordings.  

He has a longstanding interest in the humanitarian impacts 
of war, with a particular interest in WWII – hence his 
interest in sharing this story. 
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OUT AND ABOUT

The danger of unsealed roads 
By Elizabeth Kovacs 

Locals recently took to the Gundaroo Community Connect 
Facebook page in anger regarding the state of the 
surrounding unsealed roads. But this isn’t the first time this 
issue has arisen.  

Kathleen, a local who lives on Dicks Creek Road, says, “at 
best case, the road is simply inconvenient and unpleasant 
to drive and wearing out our vehicles quicker than we can 
pay them off. Worst case scenario is that death can be 
involved”. 

According to the Yass Valley Council Policy – provided on 
the Council website – Dicks Creek Road is a Category 3 
road. This means it is supposed to have two maintenance 
road grades a year. Yass River Road and Back Creek Road 
are both Category 2, and are meant to receive three 
maintenance grades per year. Dairy Creek Road, Whites 
Road and Boutchers Drive are Category 4 roads, which 
receive only one maintenance grade a year.  

This isn’t just a case of a few potholes and a few more 
people complaining; these arguments have merit to them. 
Gary, a local from Gundaroo, says, “Why is it that we must 
have roadworthy cars to drive on uncarworthy roads?”  

Hear, hear. I have already been forced to replace two 
sump pans on my car in a matter of months, in conjunction 
with other car issues. Costs for my car are already 
exceeding $1,000 and, as a full-time university student 
working two casual jobs, I can attest that this is a lot of 
money.  

I’m not the only one suffering with car expenses. Kathleen 
says that in the last six months she has “replaced both 
front shock absorbers in my car and replaced all four 
tyres”. One of these new tyres, she says, had to be 
replaced that same week due to another puncture. Though 
these could all be blamed on reckless driving, Kathleen 
says, “It is not a case of driving too fast, because as anyone 
who drives Dicks Creek Road knows, it is impossible to 
drive fast!”.       

But expenses aren’t the only issue.  

Potholes in the road have become so dangerous that 
drivers must move to the wrong side of the road merely to 
avoid the holes. As with any road, the unsealed ones 
around Gundaroo have many crests and blind corners. I 
was lucky to escape with only a punctured tyre just last 
year after I was run off the road by a car hurtling around a 
blind corner in the middle of the road to avoid potholes.  

Lana, a local on Back Creek Road, knows this experience all 
too well, and recounts, “There are two sections that are 
too narrow for cars to pass and I have almost been run off 
the road too many times by a car coming the other way 
driving too fast, and forcing me off the road or to slam on 
the brakes.”  

Personally, I know I am lucky in my similar circumstance, as 
all I hit was a mound of dirt instead of a tree or a ditch. 
Others may not be so lucky.  

It is easy to blame the state of the roads for all accidents 
occurring on them, but the driver has a share of the blame. 
Unsealed roads have a loose and often slippery surface, 
and in their current condition are full of ruts and potholes. 

Drivers must be extra vigilant 
and aware of such hazards as 
well as of other cars travelling 
on the road.  

Lana says, “My biggest fear on 
the dirt roads, particularly Back 
Creek Road, is that persons 
routinely don’t drive to the 
conditions and go way too fast”.  

Going fast could result in the 
driver spinning out of control. In 
such a heavy foliage area, hitting 
a tree or landing in a ditch could 
result in serious injury or, worst 
case scenario, death.  

Should something occur – such 
as an accident – it is worth 
mentioning that these roads have little to no phone 
reception. Many of these roads are driven by locals only at 
the start and end of a day and a driver could be stranded 
without being able to call someone for help.  

The roads can at times become so dangerous that we aren’t 
able to get an ambulance safely in and out – attempts 
resulting in slow driving to get to the location or requiring a 
helicopter (a costly experience). The cones pictured below 
(at a corner of Dicks Creek Road) were provided by locals 
warning others of the danger. Many a hole and trench has 
been filled in by locals sick of waiting for a solution.  

Personally, these roads 
have also had an impact 
on my education and 
work availability. 
Without a car, I’ve had 
days where I’ve been 
unable to get to my 
classes or turn up to 
shifts.  

And I’m not the only one 
affected by this. 
Particularly last year, 
some have been unable 
to travel with horse 

floats for fear of their horses being hurt should they hit a 
deep pothole. Others have completely abandoned the idea 
of venturing out with boats, caravans or trailers. 
Businesses have been hit hard, as people find it difficult to 
travel on these roads. This isn’t just an issue about a few 
holes in the road. It is affecting lives and how people go 
about their day-to-day activities.  

This article isn’t written for pity or to incite anger, it’s a 
warning for locals to keep safe on these roads and a plea for 
the Council to consider abolishing the ‘road hierarchy’ in 
favour of doing maintenance on the roads when they need it.  

Kathleen says, “the roads need to be prioritised by their 
condition, not just by ‘who’s next on the list’, and serious 
effort to make permanent solutions needs to be made”.       

And soon, before something more serious than a popped 
tyre occurs. At the very least, consider this a calling for 
community. Stay safe and keep others safe on the roads. 
We have made it through serious bushfires and a global 
pandemic. Let’s get each other through another challenge.  
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IN GUNDAROO 
 

Gundaroo artists on display 
By A Staff Reporter 

Two of Gundaroo’s several prominent visual artists have 
their art on display during May and June.  

Margaret Harrison-Smith’s ‘May Mojo’ exhibition 
adorns the walls the Cork Street Gallery Café, and will 
hang there until the end of May.  

Nino Bellantonio is exhibiting jointly at Belconnen Arts 
Centre in the ACT with Canberra’s Carolyn Young. Their 
exhibition has the title ‘In Counterpoint’, and will be on 
display until 27 June.  

The Gundaroo Gazette 
was able to attend the 
opening of ‘May Mojo’ 
only (The artist is pictured 
centre.) 

On display are 14 of 
Margaret’s paintings in 
acrylic on paper and 
acrylic on canvas. They 
are primarily landscape, 
representing her travels, 
especially in Far West 

NSW. A recurrent but not universal focus is on the 
waters of fragile outback rivers and the permanent and 
intermittent water holes to be found in Mutawintji 
National Park near Broken Hill. (A selection is pictured 
here, plus a coastal scene.) 

Margaret has been a 
member of Canberra 
Art Workshop for 
seven years, and has 
had several successful 
exhibitions.  

Like Margaret, Nino Bellantonio is well-known to 
many in Gundaroo, and has also exhibited in the past 
at the Cork Street Gallery Café.  

Nino is an award-winning architect, as well as a visual 
artist, and much of his art reflects both sources of 
inspiration, often as mixed media collage.  

In the ‘In Counterpoint’ exhibition, Nino has joined 
with Canberra friend, Carolyn Young, who specialises in 
fine-art photography, with a special interest in ideas of 
land stewardship and the human/environment 
relationship. She too has exhibited extensively.  

In this exhibition, both artists drew from their differences 
and similarities in the process of developing their new 
work over 18 months of monthly meetings to critique  
and respond to each other’s ‘work-in-progress’.  

With an emerging common theme of ‘place-inspired 
art’ with a focus on ‘novel ecosystems where people 
occupy new places’, the result is said to be ‘artworks 
that draw upon the individual and collective process, 
where the work of both artists cross boundaries 
between collage, printmaking and photography’.  

Please note: These artistic descriptions are well outside your 

reporter’s capacity to articulate such art appreciation. They 

draw heavily on the expert notes from both exhibitions.  
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

BREAKFAST NOW AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with enjoyable  
and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

An occasional column about matters natural 
By Sue MacIntyre 

The Jacky Winter - a woodland bird  
with nowhere to go 

The Jacky Winter is a bird that is modest in appearance 
but has a load of charm. With grey-brown upper parts 
and a lighter breast, their key distinguishing feature is 
the black tail with white edges, which they waggle from 
side to side in between sallying for insects on the ground 
and in the air. In this sense they are flycatchers, but they 
are actually in the Australian robin family. 

It is a delight to see them, as they perch quite low on 
dead branches, fenceposts and the like, and are quite 
happy to attend to the business of catching food while 
you watch. They are sedentary, and a pair has part of 
its territory on Gang Gang, so we see them 
sporadically. On a recent visit to Warrumbungle 
National Park, seeing quite a few of these terrific birds 
inspired me to write about them. 

Their name is reputed to be derived from the jacky-
jacky-jacky call, which is loud and melodious and 
heard even in bleak weather. I think the name 
contributes to its charm, and has fortunately prevailed 
over the very ordinary moniker, the Brown Flycatcher. 

Jacky Winters are a very widespread bird and considered 
quite common. The eastern subspecies ranges from the 
base of Cape York Peninsula in Queensland around to 
South Australia. It does not favour the coast, being more 
common west of the Great Dividing Range, extending 
into semi-arid New South Wales. 

Because our seasons vary so wildly, the fortunes of 
nature do so also. For this reason, it is difficult to 
detect trends in the bird’s abundance. However, 
woodland bird expert Julian Reid has scrutinised a 
range of observational studies and concluded that 
Jacky Winters are declining in their eastern range, that 
is, on the tablelands and slopes of NSW.  

This bird likes woodland, where the trees are well-
spaced, or on the edge of forest. They also like lots of 
bare ground, presumably to see their their insect prey, 
and perhaps also to see potential predators 
approaching. At Gang Gang we most often spot our 
Jacky Winters where three habitats meet: dense 
eucalypt regrowth, overgrazed open paddock, and 
woodland with high grass cover. 

Julian Reid suggests that in the east, the intensification 
of land use has made many habitats unsuitable. The 
open areas are either cropped or sown to thick pasture, 
and conservation of remaining woodland areas often 
results in very dense regrowth trees and thick leaf litter 
or dense grass. 

In the west, the birds are limited by aridity rather than 
habitat loss. They depend on insects to provide all 
their water and, when it is extremely hot, they are 
pushed to their physiological limits. 

Research in the South Australian mallee by Janet 
Gardner and others has identified another problem  

Jacky Winter in its typical foraging situation, on a bare 
branch with a good view of the ground.  This bird is part of 
Janet Gardner's study in semi-arid South Australia.  Note the 
identifying leg bands. (Photo credit: Janet Gardner). 

for Jacky Winters, one that is associated with climate 
change. The researchers have trained a population of 
birds to regularly come and sit on a weighing balance to 
assess their condition. (The tempting reward? One 
mealworm.) The researchers also observed the birds' 
breeding behaviour over five heatwave events 
(consecutive days ≥40°C) in one summer. 

Over this period, the mortality rate tripled – with 16 of 
80 birds dying – and all six observed nests were 
abandoned when temperatures were over 40oC. 
When it is hot, the birds become dehydrated. They 
pant and open their wings to cool down. The nests are 
an open cup, and to avoid their eggs being cooked by 
the sun, the birds stand over the eggs to shade them. 
The birds also seem to have adapted behaviourally by 
building their nests in shadier locations. 

Things got worse when the temperature rose above 
45oC. Breeding stopped two months early and the 
breeding rate halved. Apart from the awfulness of 
watching these birds being literally cooked at a time of 
year that was once optimal for successful breeding, 
the researchers now have to contemplate what the 
future holds for these birds.   

There may be some potential for them to adapt 
physiologically and/or to change their behaviour to avoid 
the worst of the heat. But with temperatures rising at a 
rate not previously known to our fauna, we cannot 
assume that natural selection will be up to the job. 

At the eastern edge of the birds' range (i.e. near 
Gundaroo, where we live), the birds are not so 
physiologically stressed and could have a better 
future. But here, they are being driven out of their 
homes by factors we only vaguely understand.  

If you’ve observed Jacky Winters in our district, hop 
on the website below and describe their habitat. 

May 2021 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Lerps and aphids 

Whenever we have a big year, weather wise, something 
looms in behind it. Perfect weather conditions are often 
followed by some pest in overwhelming quantities.  

In the case of our western neighbours, they are 
dealing with rodents – mice and rats in plague 
proportions, eating everything in their path. We 
were mowing in long grass in Murrumbateman last 
week and mice were running all over us, even while 
we were mowing. Seems like the pesky rodents are 
finding their way east. Set up your traps! 

Those of you that travel the Barton Highway may have 
noticed many eucalypts looking decidedly ill. Lerps are 
the culprits. Eucs are prone to all kinds of insect attack, 

and at the 
moment its 
lerps.  

At close 
inspection, a 
lerp looks like a 
blister on the 
leaves 
(pictured). This 
is a sugary, 
waxy covering 
protecting the 
immature stage 

of psyllid insects, which produce a liquid secretion 
known as honey dew, and it is delicious to ants, birds 
and some animals.  

A severe infestation of lerps leads to the trees looking 
brown, and can cause excessive defoliation, which 
then leads to a decline in tree health and growth, and 
sometimes death. 

Birds, spiders and other insects are natural enemies 
of psyllid and will provide some control, except 
when lerps are cronic as they are now. About five 
years ago, lerps swept through the Hall region and 
wiped out many of our beautiful old eucalypts. 
They can be treated with a pesticide injected into 
the tree, but it is a costly and laborious exercise. 

Aphids are another pesky pest of this season of 
perfect breeding conditions. They are on everything, 
and as the weather cools they look for places to tuck 
down for the winter – milk thistles are ideal (pictured 
above right).  

Aphids can breed at breakneck speed, from juvenile 
to full reproduction in a few weeks. Breaking the 
rapid reproduction is critical, as these pests really 
cause problems. They are particularly voracious on 
your rose buds, but they’re most damaging by 
creating sticky honey dew.  

I have had great success squashing them on the plant, 
(gently between my fingers). It appears that the aphids 

don’t really like the smell of other aphids dead on the 
plant. However, this is not always possible – numbers 
can be huge and time probably will not allow you to 
use this method. White oil is affective, along with other 
pesticide if spraying is your choice. It is a good way to 
stop the life cycle in its tracks.  

Lady beetles are aphids’ biggest enemies, and a 
garden full of lady beetles is ideal. But you don’t want 
to be spraying if lady beetles are around. 

Check out any milk thistles around your garden. 
Chances are that they are infested with aphids at 
the moment.  

May 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 
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Wildcare 
by Merran Laver and Phil Machin  

Joey season is here 

Around this time of year, as winter approaches, many 
female eastern grey kangaroos are carrying a growing 
joey in their pouches. Unfortunately, this is also when 
road strikes increase in numbers, due to shorter days 
and busier traffic at dawn and dusk when kangaroos 
are more active. Many are killed or badly injured 
every winter, often requiring euthanasia. When you 
are out driving, and you see or hit a kangaroo on the 
road, keep in mind that a live joey could be inside the 
dead or dying mother’s pouch.  

If you come across a kangaroo that has been killed, 
and if safe to do so, please check its pouch (if female) 
for a joey. It might be a tiny pink one without fur (a 
‘pinkie’) or larger and furred (pictured).  

 

Ideally an experienced wildlife rescuer (e.g. Wildcare) 
should remove the joey for transfer to care. Contact 
Wildcare on 6299 1966 to get advice. However, if you 
are out of mobile range, here are some tips: 

• Be aware the joey will be highly stressed, so keep 
noise and disturbance to a minimum. 

• The joey may be injured, especially if the dead 
mother has sustained injuries to her body; care 
must always be taken, as it is removed. 

• A kangaroo’s pouch is quite flexible and can be 
readily ‘opened’ to gain access. 

• If the joey is attached to a teat, ideally cut the 
teat with scissors and leave teat in joey’s mouth 
while transporting. 

• To remove a joey, try to cup the body and gently 
pull from the pouch – not by the legs or tail, but 
from its torso/body – and wrap in a towel (keep 
one in the car) or jumper (keep the joey warm, 
dark and quiet). 

• If the joey is bigger and out of the pouch, it will 
probably remain near its mother; so call 
Wildcare for advice and rescue. 

• A joey can be thrown from its mother’s pouch, so 
if she appears to have a recently occupied pouch, 
have a look around to see if a joey is nearby. 

• There is always the option of taking the whole 
animal to Wildcare, or to a Vet, to have a joey 
safely removed. 

Wombats killed on roads can also have a joey in their 
pouch. Note that (unlike the kangaroo pouch) the 
wombat’s pouch faces backwards between the legs. 
Removing joey wombats can be difficult and they may 
need to be cut from a dead mother’s pouch. However, 
try to cup the body of the joey and ease it out. The 
joey may resist! 

Don’t be tempted to try to care for a joey yourself. 
Wildcare volunteers are specially trained and start off 
with a buddy mentor to guide them, as there are 
many specific requirements related to rescue, 
feeding, toileting, bedding, interaction with other 
joeys and animals etc. And every joey is different! 

If you are interested in caring for joeys, consider 
joining Wildcare (6299 1966) and get involved. 

 

. 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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 Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Gundaroo Bullocks  
have a rough start 
It has been a rough 
start to the season 
for the Bullocks, with 
three loses – not the 
way we had hoped 
the season to kick off 
for us.  

We went down 4–2 
to Majura in the first 
round, followed by a 
3–0 loss to ANU for our first home ground game of 
the season.  

Our second home game of the season, against 
the Canberra White Eagles, fared no better with 
a 6-1 loss. The first half was tightly contested, 
but due to injuries we had few exchange players 
for the second half and our defence opened up 
against a good attacking side. 

We hope our injured players are fit in a couple 
of weeks to contest a 2019 Grand Final rematch 
against Burns football club here at home on 
May the 15th. This will no doubt be a lively game 
to watch, as there will be quite a lot of passion 
displayed from both sides.  

Why not come down and 
support our local Bullocks. 
The game kicks off at 11am 
and the pitch is looking 
fantastic along with the 
lovely weather. Your support 
will be greatly appreciated.  

Our next home game after 
May 15th is not until June 12th, which will no doubt be 
a lot chillier! 

Until next Gazette, go the Bullocks! 

Greg Garrett 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com  

Sutton Mobile Rural 
Stockfeeds 

Sutton Pony Club car park, opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays:   7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays:   3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 
Pay by card or cash 

And one more … Fun with a pun 
I lost my job as a stage designer.  

I left without making a scene.  

What do you say to comfort a friend who’s 
struggling with grammar? There, their, they’re.  

mailto:gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com
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• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

In case you still believe 
correct punctuation 
doesn’t matter …  

*   *   * 

“Among those interviewed 
were Merle Haggard’s  

two ex-wives,  
Kris Kristofferson and 

Robert Duvall.”  

“This book is dedicated to 
my parents, Ayn Rand  

and God.”  

“Highlights of Peter 
Ustinov’s global tour  

include encounters with 
Nelson Mandela, an  

800-year-old demigod and 
a dildo collector.”  

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of April. They may change again during May, 
and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact details 
remain as listed.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday: Dinner from 5pm 
Friday:  Lunch and dinner from 12pm 
Saturday & Sunday: B’fast, lunch & dinner from 9am 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly 
atmosphere. Live music often. Takeaway food available.  
See also the advertisement on pages 9.  
Patrons must sign in and observe the social distancing 
rules, but may stand and mingle inside and outside. 
Bar: . 
Tuesday  
to Sunday 3.00pm till late 
Restaurant:       Seating limited. Booking advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday–Sunday (12.00–3.00pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday–Sunday (From 6.00pm) 
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 9.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food offering and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 
suspended or restricted at the end of April.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended  
Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 
Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udy 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

Buranda Lane 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

