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Gundaroo Park improvements keep coming 
Gundaaroo residents and visitors 
can expect to see further welcome 
changes at Gundaroo Park in the 
coming months.  
The Gundaroo Community 
Association and the Park Trust have 
recently been awarded grants for 
works and improvements to 
increase the utility and enjoyment 
of the Park by more diverse users.  
In May, GCA President, Moraig 
McKenna, met with Park Manager 
Ron Miller, the bike track planning 
group and federal MP for Eden-
Monaro, Kristy McBain, who 
formally announced a $20,000 grant 
under the federal Stronger 
Communities Programme.  

(L to R): Ron Miller (Park), Kristy McBain 
MP, Moraig McKenna (GCA),and Ryan 

Talbot and Damien Geary (the bike track 
planning group) 

The grant funds will be used to 
upgrade the existing bike area at 
the Park to create a basic bitumen 
pump track.  
The track is being designed by a 
group of locals with the help of local 
kids who use the track. Some early 
work has already been done by 
volunteers. It is hoped the track will 
become part of a future multi-stage 
plan that will include some skate- 
park-type facilities.  
Those seeking more information or 
offering to help should contact Ryan 
Talbot on 0413 576 995 or Damien 
Geary at damien.geary@gmail.com.  

The second of the two 
grants was announced 
in early June by state 
MP for Goulburn, 
Wendy Tuckerman.  
As one of three 
recipients in the 
electorate of grants 
under the Crown Land 
Manager COVID-19 
Recovery Support 
Program, Gundaroo 
Park will receive a 
$20,469 grant to supply 
and instal new signage 
at important locations 
around the park 
grounds and facilities.  

Secretary of the Park Board, Sean 
Egan, told The Gundaroo Gazette that 
some signs relate to conditions for 
the Primitive Camping ground, and 
others relate to COVID 19 and general 
park signage improvement.  
While the wording and detail can be 
decided now the funding is available, 
the general plan would include signs 
at a tourist information shelter, Park 
general information and conditions of 
use, fire safety, toilets, and No 
Camping and Quiet Camping zones.  
This new signage will complement the 
other improvements – e.g. amenities 
block, playground shade and solar 
system, camping area, bike track – to 
continue to make Gundaroo Park 
ever-more attractive to users.  

In this issue … 
Local News pp 1–3 
Community Noticeboard pp 4–5 
Film Society  p 6 
School News p 7 
Fire Brigade bulletin  p 8 
!st Gundaroo Scouts p 9 
Darwin Dreaming p 11 
Moving to Gundaroo in 1972  p 12 
A peek at equine assisted therapy p 13 
The story of SS Automedon (Pt 2) p 15 
Designing your garden  p 17 
Wintering with wildlife p 19 
Sport –  Gundaroo Bullocks p 21 
Eateries p 23 
Church services p 23 
Emergency & community contacts  p 24 

Quotes for the month 
“We hang petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office.”  

Aesop (about 6th century BCE) 
Former Greek slave, and author of Aesop’s Fables, the world’s  

best-known collection of morality tales. 

“A country where the media attack the opposition rather than the 
Government is a country where freedom is under threat.”  

Peter Hitchens (b. 1951)  
English journalist and author. Former foreign correspondent  

in Moscow and Washington.  

“It’s difficult to free fools from the chains they revere.” 
Voltaire  

Nom de plume of  François-Marie Arouet (1694–1778) 
Prolific French writer, philosopher, wit, and freedom of speech advocate 
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LOCAL NEWS
Well-received visit from 
our federal local member 

Kristy McBain, MP for the federal 
electorate of Eden-Monaro, spent the 
morning and much of the afternoon of 
Friday 28 May visiting Sutton and 
Gundaroo.  

Ms McBain held a ‘mobile office’ at ‘The 
Baker at Sutton’. It was well attended, 
with some Gundaroo residents present. 
Despite the amount of background 
noise in the busy baker, she was well-
heard, as were the many questions from 
the residents and her responses.  

The engaging discussion covered such 
concerns as the unhelpful politics 
around energy policy, new renewable 
energy projects, lack of affordable 
housing in Yass Valley, deteriorating 
conditions of unsealed roads, new 
renewable energy projects, some cross-
border issues (especially health care), 
the proposed fast train,  

She said after the meeting “I look forward 
to taking these issues with me to 
Parliament”, and made a point of inviting 
constituents to raise their concerns with 
her office on 6284 2442 or email at 
Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.au.  

In Gundaroo, Kristy’s first stop was at 
Gundaroo Park, where she met the Park 
Manager, the Gundaroo Community 
Association and the bike track planning 
team, to formally announce the $20,000 
grant to create a sealed pump track at 
the Park. (See page 1.)  

She said she looks forward “returning to 
Gundaroo once the project is completed”.  

At the Gundaroo Literary Institute, 
Kristy met representatives of the 
Gundaroo and District Historical Society, 
(pictured, with Sue Burns and Esther 
Robinson), and had a chance to inspect 
the new GDHS exhibition, and to 
appreciate the Institute building.  

“Like many other buildings in Gundaroo, 
local volunteers have done terrific work 
maintaining the structure and keeping it 
in regular use.  

After a pizza at Cork Street Café, Kristy 
visited Gundaroo School to present the 
school with new flags and be given a tour 
by some Year 6 students (see page 7).  

Kristy told The Gundaroo Gazette of the 
geographical challenge presented by the 
donut-shape of the Eden-Monaro 
electorate, encircling the ACT, and said 
she’d already clocked up more than 
40,000 kms driving to meetings such as 
these, which she very much enjoys.  

She reminded us that her website 
www.kristymcbain.com.au is a good 
way for people to stay updated and for 
communty organisations to see what 
government grants are available.  

Busy weekend at the 
historical exhibition  
About 80 people visited the Gundaroo 
and District Historical Society’s exhibition 
‘Anticipate change or become its victim’ 
over the weekend of 22–23 May.  

The exhibition features photographs 
and selections of text from a 1975 
report prepared by the National Trust 
for the Gunning Shire Council to help 
plan future development yet preserving 
the historic character of the village.  

There was much interest in seeing what 
structures are no longer extant, as well 
as the improved state of many of the 
buildings.  

During her visit to the Literary Institute, 
Kristy McBain said she really enjoyed 
the exhibition and that it is “an 
impressive showcase of the interesting 
history of Gundaro and its people”.  

The exhibition will open on the third 
Sunday of each month from June to 
November between 11am and 3pm. 
Sunday 20 June will be the next 
opening.  

Historical calendar and the 

Heritage Walk brochure  

Preparations are being made to 
produce the popular historic Gundaroo 
calendar in 2022, after a COVID ‘year-
off’ in 2021.  

The popular Gundaroo Heritage Walk 
brochure has been reprinted and 
distributed to vanues around the 
village. GDHS intends to revise the 
hand-drawn map for the next reprint 
so that it includes Faithfull Street.  

The next GDHS meeting will be on 26 
July at 7pm. Contact 
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com 
if you have queries or wish to become a 
member.  

GCA foreshadows  
its year ahead 
Gundaroo Community Association 
held its 2021 Annual General Meeting 
on 26 May.  

The committee for the next year is: 
President, Moraig McKenna; Treasurer, 
Gina Collins; Secretary, Sue Burns; 
Committee members, Emma Shadbolt, 
Nichole Hanlon, David Taylor, Ingrid 
Honeybrook, Sue Kominek and Maartje 
Sevenster. 

Reports from the subcommittees were 
presented. 

Police Paddock Subcommittee. Great 
rain and regrowth on the paddock last 
year allowed the horses to return. All 
four places are currently filled.  

Insurance with the previous provider 
LCIS could not be renewed after the 
underwriter QBE announced they 
would not insure any horse-related 
activity. Public Liability Insurance with a 
new provider has been secured.  

Some fencing is being replaced, and 
new signage is being arranged. 

The Art and Culture Subcommittee 
hopes to recommence ‘Fireside Chats’ 
later this year.  

The Memorials Subcommittee and the 
Website Subcommittee reports were 
covered extensively in the May edition 
of the Gazette. 

Following the AGM, the meeting 
discussed several important items, 
including:  
–  the 2021 Community Expo  
    planned for August,  
–  footpath and parking concerns  
    (becoming more common) 
–  ongoing use and preservation of  
    our historic laneways.  

GCA anticipates meeting with Council 
in the next month to discuss these 
issues.  

Yass Valley Council elections will be 
held in September. GCA hopes to 
hold a ‘meet the candidate’ session 
when candidates are announced. 

GCA queries can be directed to 
gundarooocommunityassociation 
@gmail.com 

Council’s response to 
questions-on-notice 

Council has responded to three specific 
written questions from The Gundaroo 
Gazette, plus a fourth, asked more as a 
follow-up.  

mailto:Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.au
http://www.kristymcbain.com.au/
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS
The Gazette received the answers at 
c.o.b. on Wednesday 9 June, and had 
no time left to ‘report’ on them.  

So they are reproduced here as 
received. Concerned readers may refer 
to the May Gazette as an aid to 
informing their own views.  

Transfer Station 
Q1    Can I get a realistic target date 
when the new unloading facility will 
roolly and troolly be operational? 

The previous work did not meet the 
requirements and is being  
re-contracted to a new provider. We 
do not currently have a time on when 
the works will be complete. 

Q2    Can I get some words I can rely 
on to guide what I write in the Local 
News pages? 

Council is working on fixing the issues 
with the work at the Gundaroo 
Transfer Station; however, we do not 
have a timeline for completion. 

Road resheeting program  

Q3    When will the resheeting 
program details be revealed (i.e. 
which roads will be selected? In what 
order will they be done? And by 
when)? What SPECIFICS can I convey 
that will give users confidence that 
Council has a firm plan to deliver 
better unsealed roads SOON. If 
drainage and grading is required in 
the interim, will it be done? 

The Grading team are currently 
grading Yass River Road. Back Creek 
Road is the next road on the list to be 
attended to. Council is currently 
running one crew working on 
reforming and preparing roads for  
re-sheeting and one crew maintaining 
the unsealed roads until we can train a 
new grader operator or two.  

Back Creek Road, Yass River Road and 
Tallagandra Lane are included in the 
unsealed road re-sheeting programme 
that is planned to be commenced in 
the Gundaroo area sometime in 
August 2021 depending on weather. 
We are currently conducting tests on 
different re-sheeting material on some 
of the poorer roads in the LGA to 
ensure we get the right material prior 
to commencing the programme in 
earnest. 

Street trees 

Can I have a DEFINITE date to 
permananetly remove the coppicing 
stump outside the Hall? 

No, we have contracted this and are 
waiting for the contractor to 
complete the task. 

Good introductory meeting 
with new chief engineer 
Before these questions-on-notice were 
sent to Council (Wed 2 June), new 
Director of Infrastucture and Assets, 
James Dugdell, arranged an introductory 
meeting and a drive-around with 
Gundaroo Park Manager Ron Miller, and 
The Gundaroo Gazette (Wed 19 May). 

We spent four hours talking, walking 
and driving. Mr Dugdell was able to see 
first-hand what he’d only, at that point, 
read or heard about the village.  

He had previously driven some of the 
roads that are generating criticism on 
the community Facebook page.  

Driving via the village streets and 
laneways, we visited the Common, the 
tip, the Park and amenities block, all the 
public spaces, and the sites of minor and 
major flooding in the village – paying 
special attention to the contentious 
southern flow path and the northern  
flow path as it arrives in Cork Street and 
follows the well-flooded route down the 
vacant land and farmland to the river.  

Mr Dugdell is well aware of the multiple 
risks to existing and new development in 
flood zones.  

It was a cordial, thoughtful, frank and 
valuable afternoon. The Gundaroo 
Gazette considers it encouraging for 
informed future dialogue leading to 
broadly acceptable solutions.  

Others can judge whether that will be at 
the pace they expect.  

Flood mapping addendum 
still open for comment 
In the context of the chief engineer’s 
on-site visits (above), readers are 
reminded that they still have until 
Friday 25 June to assess and comment 
on the  Addendum reports to the 
Yass Valley Villages Flood Studies.  

As described in the May edition, “the 
purpose of these addendums is to 
ensure that a consistent set of flood-
related planning controls can be applied 
to future development in … the villages. 
Their flood studies have been reviewed 
and are proposed to be updated”.  

Addendum maps could be viewed 
alongside the floodplain risk 
management studies, which evaluate 
options for the floodplains in respect of 
existing and proposed developments.  

The addendum maps can be accessed 
here: 
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/ass
ets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-
AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf.  

News Shorts 
Mobile Service Centre in 
Gundaroo, 17 June 

GCA announced on the Facebook page 
that the Australian Government Mobile 
Service Centre will set up in Gundaroo 
from 9.00am and 3.00pm on Thursday 
17 June. The mobile centre provides 
access to Centrelink and Medicare 
payments and services, Child Support 
information, and more. See also 
www.humanservices.gov.au. 

Crown Reserves Improvement 
Fund grants still open  
Gundaroo’s Crown land managers have 
successfully accessed this grant fund in 
some previous years and may do so 
again. Applications for grants to 
upgrade and maintain facilities on 
Crown land for community use are 
open until Friday 25 June. See 
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw
.gov.au/funding/crif . 

Local Heritage Grants open 
Applications for small Yass Valley Council 
Local Heritage Grants are open until Wed 
7 July. (For details, see page 4.) 

Pre-election candidate sessions 
Yass Valley Council session is scheduled 
for Thursday 8 July at 6pm in Council 
Chambers. You can be interested in 
becoming a Councillor, or simply wish to 
understand what’s involved. (See page 4.) 

Dine & Discover extended  
to 31 July  
NSW Government will extend its Dine & 
Discover initiative for one month until 
31 July to give people more time to use 
their vouchers eating out or trying a 
new activity this winter, including in the 
upcoming school holidays.  

From ‘The Desk’ 
  A busy issue – plenty of news and events.  

I hope you enjoy the variety as much as I 
enjoyed putting it together – especially 
David Bishop’s personal recollections of 
the 1970s, and Fitzy’s second episode of 
the WWII revelations.  

And pay heed to the notices on pp 4 and 5. 

It appears the Gazette was premature in 
publishing ‘reliable’ second-hand 
information about Councillor Burgess’s 
likely retirement at the September 
elections. He has not yet decided. The 
Gazette should have asked the person who 
knows – Cecil! My apologies.  

As always, we’re grateful to all our 
writers, advertisers and distributors. 
Make sure you thank and support them.  

Until July 
Your Editor / Custodian 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/assets/2021/Public-Consultation/MBBBFS-AR-Figures-Rev-1.0.pdf
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/funding/crif
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/funding/crif
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

Crago Mill Precinct Masterplan now on Public Exhibition  

Community comment is invited on Crago Mill Precinct masterplan. 

In February 2020, Council identified a Civic Precinct – comprising a 
new library, community meeting rooms, office accommodation,  

e-commerce small business centre, short-term accommodation and 
long-term tenants – as a key infrastructure project for the community. 

Councillors also determined to make funds available for the 
preparation of documents required for the project to proceed to the 

stage where it will be deemed ‘shovel ready.’ 

General Manager, Chris Berry, said having ‘shovel ready’ plans puts 
Council in a strong position to secure grant funding opportunities.  

The community can view the masterplan design options and provide 
feedback by visiting https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-

council/public-consultation/article/1199  

Submissions close at 5pm on Friday, 18 June 2021. 

Pre-election candidate sessions 2021 

Local Government elections take place on Saturday, 4 September. 

Yass Valley, Upper Lachlan Shire and Goulburn Mulwaree Councils 
have joined together to hold three pre-election candidate sessions to 

help citizens interested in running for Council in their area. 

The information evening is for anyone who: 

• is interested in becoming a Councillor 
• seeks to understand the role and responsibilities of an 

elected member 

Delegates must register to attend. Go to our website for information. 

Please note: limited numbers for physical attendance will apply for 
venues to comply with COVID-19 restrictions. 

Applications are now open for Local Heritage Grants 

Applications for Yass Valley Council’s 2021/2022 Local Heritage 
Grants Program are now open, with $19,000 available to fund  

heritage conservation projects. 

Local Heritage Grants aim to help preserve structures of historical 
value and to foster positive attitudes to heritage and conservation. 

Applications close at 5pm on Wednesday, 7 July 2021. 

More information and application forms are available on Council’s 
website by following this link https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-

council/news/article/721 

Yass Valley Eco Champs 
Yass Valley Eco Champs is a Yass Valley Council promotional 

program giving recognition to local businesses who are making efforts 
to increase their environmental sustainability. 

We are always looking for local businesses who would like to be 
featured in the program, please email Rebecca at 
council@yass.nsw.gov.au for more information. 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
Restrictions eased for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been halved to 2m
2

 per person. This raises the 

maximum capacity in our main hall from 26 to 52, 

which opens the way to a rather more ‘normal’ use.  

We can also include ALL the space ‘accessible to the 

public’ (foyer, stage, supper room, etc), bringing the 

total countable space to 168m
2

, thereby allowing 84 

persons on the premises at any one time.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  
social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Grassland 
restoration 

with Dr Ken Hodgkinson 

(Honorary CSIRO Research Fellow) 

Tuesday 15 June 2021 

Sutton Primary School, from 7.30pm 

Dr Hodgkinson will talk about the Native Grassland 

Restoration Landcare Group he leads within the 

Gininderra Catchment Group.  

The Group manages an experiment set up in 2008 to 

determine best-practice management regimes for 

restoring the ecological condition of remnant patches 

of Natural Temperate Grasslands (NTG) in the 

Catchment. The experiment compares the effects of 

an annual mow in November with burning, in spring or 

autumn. Ken is currently preparing the results of the 

experiment for publication and will talk for the first 

time about the full findings.  

Ken will also report on the success of planting 

tubestock of native grasses and forbs into remnant 

patches, including yam daisy, chocolate lily, bulbine 

lily, billy buttons and yellow buttons, and the 

management that fosters higher success. 

The presentation will be followed by supper and an 

opportunity for more questions and discussion.  

If you don’t wish to attend in person, follow on Zoom. A 

link will be emailed a few days before 15 June. 

Email sutton.landcare@gmail.com for registration details. 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

‘Anticipate change  
or become its victim’ 

Exhibition at the Gundaroo Literary Institute on 
Sunday 20 June from 11am to 3pm.  

Featuring photographs and selections of text from a 1975 report 
The Township of Gundaroo, prepared for the National Trust to 

“document the past and assess future development in the village of 
Gundaroo”, the exhibition looks at how Gundaroo was at that time. 

It shows buildings that have since been restored and some that 
have been modified, and identifies others that no longer exist. 

The report offered information that could be used to preserve the 
historic character of Gundaroo through careful management “of the 

imminent future development of the village”.  

Visits will be in accordance with COVID-19 requirements 

Contact historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/public-consultation/article/1199
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/public-consultation/article/1199
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/721
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/721
mailto:council@yass.nsw.gov.au
mailto:sutton.landcare@gmail.com
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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COMMU NITY NOTICEBOARD

Gundaroo  
Community Expo #2 

Saturday 28th August 2021, 11:00am ― 4:00pm 
Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 

Are you a member of a 
Sporting team | Group | Club | Association | Organisation 

that wants to promote to everyone in our village  
and surrounds? 

Are you a local producer/grower/creator who would like to 
set up a market stall to advertise and sell your wares? 

Please join us in letting all newcomers to Gundaroo know  
what our Community has to offer and also reminding our 

long-time residents of all the fabulous activities and 
services that are available on our doorstep. 

The Gundaroo Community Assocation will provide tables, 
chairs and display space to stall holders for a fee of just 

$10, payable on the day.  

We will also have a separate table (no fee) for those who 
would like to just drop off their Business Card or Flyer. 

Please contact Gina at ginacollins56@bigpond.com or  
Emma Shadbolt at emma.shadbolt@optusnet.com.au  
to ask any questions or to reserve a spot at the Expo. 

We are required to develop a COVID Plan for the event.  
If you are interested to participate, let us know as soon as 

possible, so we can work out the logistics. 

Back Creek Rural Fire Brigade 
Annual Mid-year Community Bonfire 

Friday 25 June 2021, 6.30pm to 9.30pm 

Back Creek Fire Shed 

1769 Murrumbateman Road 
Kids-friendly community event.  

RSVP by 23 June to backcreekrfs.community@gmail.com 
to help with catering and planning. Per our tradition, we’ll 

have delicious hot soup and bread, mulled wine, 
marshmallows, tea and coffee, and other goodies.  

Feel free to also bring camping chairs, games, musical 
instruments or other entertainment, and any other food 

and drink you’d enjoy.  

A COVID-safe plan will be in place for this event.  

 

 

 

 

Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall usually hosts this in late May.  

This year, because of Covid restrictions, we’re being 
encouraged to host a small morning tea at our homes. 

“We hosted on 30 May, and 30 guests donated more than 
$1,000 to the Gundaroo Hall Cancer Council fundraising page, 

to support the Cancer Council’s research, support services, 
prevention programs and advocacy.” Colin & Esther 

If you would like to add to this or to 
host your own event (before 30 

June), use this link:  

https://www.biggestmorningtea. 
com.au/funraisin/checkqrcode/15939 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com
mailto:emma.shadbolt@optusnet.com.au
mailto:backcreekrfs.community@gmail.com
https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/funraisin/checkqrcode/15939
https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/funraisin/checkqrcode/15939
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Film Society returns to the swinging ’60s 
The cooler weather has come to Gundaroo, but the May screening by the Gundaroo Film Society was 

heartwarming, with a close-to-capacity audience. The now-standard seating allocation worked seamlessly, the 
committee having provided COVID-spacing with scattered low tables and an improved atmosphere. The heaters 

ran all evening, and many guests stayed for the second screening – a good sign, especially in winter! 

SWINGING ’60S REVISITED 

Our large and engaged audience first  re-experienci the sound of the swinging 1960s. The opening film The 
Boat That Rocked was a light musical rom-com, based on the reality of that period in the UK. With more than 

60 tracks credited to the soundtrack, the movie dramatised and contrasted the bland music provided by the UK’s 
radio stations and the exciting pop and rock and long-play album music being broadcast by illegal radio stations 

based on ships moored just outside the nation’s legal boundary.  

Most of our audience stayed on and enjoyed the documentary of the same period, voiced by Michael Caine.  
My Generation had a fabulous soundtrack, with the sounds having been re-engineered during production, and it 
gave maximum advantage to the Hall’s surround sound system. It was great to look at the music, art and fashion 

scenes of iconic designers and much that is now familiar to so many of us. 

JUNE SCREENINGS 

This month’s screenings feature a contemporary focus on childhood. Summer 1993 was released to universal 
acclaim, with incredible performances from its young Spanish leads. A boy called Sailboat had escaped our 
notice until suggested by a GFS member. It is a quirky comedy – an Australian/US co-production that was 

almost impossible to track down. After a year-long search, I finally got through to the Australian agent, on his 
way home from hosting a screening for the Phillip Island Film Society this month. 

REMINDER … COVID AND OUR COPYRIGHT CONDITIONS STILL APPLY 

Everyone must be GFS members or invited guests, and must register a seat allocation through our website, 
gundaroofilms.org. Food and drink are encouraged, but you must bring your own containers and glasses. 

Wayne Kotzur 
President 

Gundaroo Film Society 

http://gundaroofilms.org/
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Gundaroo School News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We find ourselves already past the halfway point of 
Term Two, and as always there has been a lot 
happening in our little school.  

We were very well represented at the Bungendore 
Public Speaking finals by Kate, Rohan, Verity and 
Aurore. Congratulations to Kate who received the 
encouragement award. 

Several of our students represented our school in the 
District Athletics 1500m trials at Wright Park in 
Queanbeyan. Lacey, Grace, Louis, Dylan, Matilda, 
Joella, Rohan, Ash, Levi, Anky and Mia did an amazing 
job, with a special mention going to Dylan who came 
2nd in his race and Joella who came 4th in hers. 

We have had a number of excursions and visits over 
the past few weeks. On Wednesday 19th May, all 
students across the school engaged in National 
Simultaneous Story Time, stopping at 11am to enjoy 
the story Give me some space together. On Friday 21st 
we had a visit from the Environmentors, where the 
students had an amazing time learning about worm 
farms. And last week we were visited by Alison 
Ferguson from OzHarvest who spoke to the students 
about the importance of reducing food waste.  

Over the past two weeks, students from Kindergarten 
to Year 6 presented their Rostrum speeches to the 
school, and the school finals were held on Thursday 

3rd June. A huge congratulations to Rebecca, Maddy, 
Levi, Toby and Rohan who were selected to represent 
the school in this event, and a special mention to 
Rohan who was selected to represent the school at 
the quarter finals in Yass later this term.  

On Wednesday 2nd June, we took time as a school to 
have a day focused on wellbeing. Students spent the 
day in their peer support groups engaging in a range 
of activities and enjoyed a picnic on the lawn with 
parents in attendance.  

It is not only our students who have been busy. Our 
P&C continued their amazing work, assisted by some 
of our Year 6 leaders, cooking sausages at Bunnings 
Gungahlin. The P&C do an amazing job, offering many 
volunteer hours, fundraising to support the work we 
do as a school. 

On Friday, we had a visit from the federal member for 
Eden-Monaro, Kristy McBain, who gifted us with new 
flags and was given a tour by some of our Year 6 
leaders to share our plans for the garden.  

As I write this, we are about to host our school 
Athletics Carnival, and look forward to sharing this 
with you in the next Gazette.  

Rebecca Harris  
Acting Principal 

Bungendore 
Public 

Speaking  

A visit from 
Kristy McBain 

Icy 
mornings 

Worms !  
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NSW Rural            c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Hazard Reduction 

The official Bush Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) ended on 31 March and you no longer need to have a permit to light fires for hazard 
reduction. But you still need to tell certain people about a planned burn, to avoid unnecessary call-outs for our volunteers.  

At least 24 hours prior to the burn, you must tell:  

Yass Fire Control: Ph: 6226 3100 Mon–Fri in business hours, or online at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications 
Gundaroo Captain, Michael Cliff, on his mobile 0428 494 403 
All neighbours adjoining your property.  

Do not just post it on Facebook. That is NOT an acceptable way to notify your proposed burn.  
The Brigade advises all residents conducting pile or controlled burns to take care. Ring triple zero (000) in the event of an emergency. 
Information is also available online at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.  

Our Treasurer Retires 

I’m sure half our community already knows that our wonderful Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach, known to all as Barney, is retiring and moving to 
warmer weather down the coast. Barney has been in Gundaroo Brigade for 28 years, and has attended many fires locally and in neighbouring 
districts, including the 2003 Canberra bushfires. He has been Treasurer for 20 years. Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade Executive and Members 
past and present thank Barney sincerely for his contributions, and wish him all the very best on his retirement. Please drop in and say farewell to 
Barney at the Gundaroo Colonial Inn from 4pm on Saturday 19 June.  

Incidents  

Captain Michael Cliff happily reported no incidents since the last report. 

Donations  

A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax-deductible if made by 30 June. Pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer. 
Include your name and address for receipt. Contact Treasurer, Peter Laudenbach 0402 725 375, and barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au.  
Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade   BSB: 032-746   Account No: 015969  
A replacement Treasurer for Barney will be announced in our next column. 

Home Fire Safety during Winter 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade urges residents to be vigilant with fire safety in their homes now the weather is colder. Please make the time and 
check items to make your home as fire safe as possible.  

Test batteries in smoke alarms, clean the unit and make sure it is working properly. Check for a use by date too, any smoke alarm older than 
10 years needs replacing.  

Develop a Home Escape Plan in case of a fire in your home. Practice the plan so that all family members know how to escape from each room 
and everyone knows where the designated safe meeting point is.   

Cean your chimneys or flues before lighting up. Do it yourself or call a professional chimney sweep.  
Arrange authorised inspectors for a maintenance check on oil, gas or wood heating units.  
Always use a fire screen in front of an open fire.  
Keep clothing, toys or curtains at least one metre away from heaters or fireplaces.  
Check electric blankets for damage or frayed cords and test before placing on the bed.  
Buy a fire extinguisher and a fire blanket and store them in the kitchen.  
Try to keep mice and rats out of the ceiling and walls in your home. They can chew electrical wires and cause lots of damage.  

Visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au for more information about Home Fire Safety. 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
olunteers always welcome.  

 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:barneysbookkeeping2@bigpond.com.au
http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
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1st Gundaroo Scouts
 

As you come home on Tuesday nights, you may see the lights on at the community Hall 
at the oval. Our Cub and Scout sections are continuing to meet through the cooler 
months, with plenty of activities to keep our youth members busy and active. For the 
short term, Cubs and Scouts will meet on Tuesday evenings, with the overlap allowing 
some wide team games between the sections to occur. 

One of the good things about the cooler weather is the opportunity to do some inside activities like indoor 
rock climbing. This activity helps the youth members test their skills and courage in a controlled and safe 
way. Risk taking is an important element of growing up, and we are fortunate to have access to such great 
facilities in Canberra. Here are some exciting examples of these skills!  

We are also honing our 
carpentry skills with a couple of 
woodwork nights. The youth 
members really love the 
opportunity to explore their creative 
side, along with using basic hand tools 
such as hammers and saws. As we go to 
press, the projects are still under 
construction. 

A favourite activity in the dark is ‘spotlight’ on the oval. It is amazing how 
quickly the Cubs can melt into the night on the oval, whilst another Cub, 
armed with a torch goes looking for them.  

1st Gundaroo Scout Group recently 
conducted a special linking ceremony 
welcoming Joycey and Sarah to 
Scouts (pictured left).  

This ceremony acknowledges the 
achievements both Sarah and Joycey 
have made in the Cub pack, and we 
now welcome them into the Scout section. One important element 
of the new youth program is a more coherent and consistent award 
scheme, which will make transitions like this a little easier, but no 
less important. 

Secretary needed! 
We are looking for a secretary! An active support committee 
administers 1st Gundaroo. These wonderful volunteers manage our 
financials and help with fundraising and other behind the scenes 
activities to allow our Leaders to focus on their great work with the 
youth members. The best news is that you do not need to be a 
parent to support our group. If you are able to give us an hour or so a 
month to help the support committee continue to function, please 
let me know. 

Standing invitation 
If your children would like to try Cubs (ages 8–11) or Scouts (ages 11–14), they are welcome to come 
down to the Hall and try out scouting before choosing to take the promise and being formally Invested 
into the group. Please give me a call on 0413 137 761 to make arrangements. 

Phil Gaden  
Group Leader 
0413 137 761  
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THURSDAY & FRIDAY 11AM–4PM 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM–5PM 

Lunch by ‘Grazing’ Restaurant available from 12 to 2pm. 
Bookings are recommended.  

This month we’re tasting the first 
release of Riesling from the 

family’s Gundaroo vineyard. Matt’s 
notes describe the wine as having 

“extraordinary acid drive that is 
beautifully tempered by residual 
sweetness to deliver a seamless 

and vibrant young wine that 
proudly showcases elegance, 
poise and regional identity”.  

GUNDOG ESTATE 2021 Gundaroo Riesling is an ideal 
accompaniment to winter seafood dining. 

Remember our special pricing for Gundaroo residents,  
and don’t forget your Loyalty Card!  

 

     

 

 
 

Tuesday―Sunday  
from 3pm till close (variable)  
Restaurant from Wednesday 

(For variable details, see ‘Eateries’, page 23.) 
Limited table seating inside. Bookings advisable. 

Mandatory sign-in and out. Social distancing and hygiene. 
Follow staff directions.  

State of Origin is on 
with restaurant specials, prizes, beer promotions 

Game 1: Wednesday9 June, Townsville 
Game 2: Sunday 27 June, Brisbane 

Game 3: Wednesday 14 July, Sydney 
What’s new? 

• Pub food and Sunday night roast 
• New online booking system 
• Takeaway online coming soon 

• Gift cards available 
• New website nearly ready 

Check Facebook (@gundaroocolonialinn) for the online 
booking and gift card links, and for details of weekly 

specials and entertainment.  

POOL COMP ― Thursdays 
VIRTUAL RAFFLE ― Fridays 

For Gundaroo’s sporting and community groups.  
Tickets at the Pub, or follow the Facebook link above. 

Meat trays supplied by Gunning Butcher.  

 

  



      The Gundaroo Gazette     June 2021 11 

Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 

 

Darwin Dreaming 
A couple of Sundays ago, Sharon and I watched as the 
sun slipped into the watery horizon at the entrance to 
Darwin Harbour. The short dusk provided time to 
occupy our deckchair seats in the open-air cinema, and 
precisely at 7pm, as happens on every evening during 
the Dry Season, the first movie of the night’s program 
came to life on the screen (pictured). 

We were guests of the Darwin International Film 
Festival, and I was judging the Capricornia Film 
Awards, which are limited to movies and short films 
that have a connection to the Territory.  
From a surprising list of 88 entries, we were pleased to 
award the major prize to a new Indigenous historical-
drama feature, High Ground, which is sure to gain a 
commercial release and is highly recommended.  
We also screened, out of competition, a feature 
documentary about David Gulpilil – a friend since we 
worked together on the original Storm Boy thirty years 
ago. David is nearing the end of his life and was too ill 
to attend the screening. This tribute to him, including 
clips from all his films, was hugely applauded by 
hundreds of his friends and relatives who came to the 
screening. Titled My Name is Gulpilil, it is currently in 
release at the Dendy cinemas in Canberra.  
The thing about outdoor cinemas is that they only 
work at night. This leaves the entire day free to enjoy 
the many other delights of Darwin in the Dry, 
including the delicious diurnal temperature range of 
22 to 32 degrees EVERY day.  

And then there’s the food … 
Not surprisingly, Darwin food strongly features tropical 
climate produce. And with the proximity to our Asian 
neighbours, the choices are delightfully difficult. 
The outdoor Saturday Parap market is the place to 
taste and shop. Huge local mangoes,rich red papayas, 
and a dozen other exotic fruits. Mary’s legendary laksa, 
prepared and served for 20 years from her food van. 
The Indonesian family’s range of satay sticks and 
home-made sauces. Thai street food of grilled prawns 
and quail and fast spicy noodle dishes. Vietnamese pho 
and cool rice-paper rolls. And next to the excellent 
coffee van with three baristas’ machines constantly 
steaming away is the van selling French wafer-thin 
crepes to people queuing for cooked-to-order crepes 
with a dozen filling options. 

Darwin’s ever-increasing restaurant scene challenges 
eating-out choices, especially if you’re on a short 
visit. But Jimmy Shu’s Hanuman is in the ‘not-to-be 
missed’ category, in my view. Nowhere is there a 
mention of ‘fusion’. Jimmy’s extensive menu evenly 
features Indian and Thai traditional cuisine, but every 
dish carries his own individual stamp, mostly in the 
form of a distinctive spice mix or the use of an 
unexpected vegetable or fruit component to add to 
the complexity of the dish.  
Unlike most restaurants, the Hanuman menu hardly 
ever changes. So I was surprised to see an addition to 
his limited sweets choices, especially as it was a very 
traditional Sri Lankan dish and happens to be one of 
my all-time-favourite desserts – Wattallapalm.  
Wattallapalm (or ‘What’ll happ’n?’, according to the 
English-speaking wags) is, along with Buffalo Curd 
with Treacle, the best-loved of Sri Lankan desserts. 
Basically it is a simple egg custard but made truly 
exotic by the inclusion of palm sugar and a selection 
of the best of Spice Island spices.  
The recipe here is one that I’ve tinkered with over 
decades, and I’m prepared to claim that it is better 
than Hanuman’s version! It is simple to make and you 
can modify it to your own spice preferences. But it’s 
essential that you use freshly ground spices and 
preferably Sri Lankan palm sugar (see note below). 
If you want to sample before making, you’ll find 
Wattallapalm on the menu of the wonderful Banana 
Leaf Sri Lankan Restaurant, 17 Kennedy Street, 
Kingston. Also try their Village Meal platter for two 
for a truly authentic Ceylonese food experience. 
Bon appetit!  

WATTALLAPALM 
Ingredients: 

4 eggs 

175 gms palm sugar  
(called ‘jaggery’ in Sri Lanka, found in most Asian or Indian spice 
shops. The most desirable is from the Kittul Palm, which grows in 
the northern, dry zone of Sri Lanka 

½ cup water. 
1½ cups thick coconut milk 
¾ cup evaporated milk 
½ tsp ground cardamom 
½ tsp ground cinnamon 
¼ tsp ground mace (or a grind or two of nutmeg) 
pinch ground cloves 
1 tbs rose water 

Method: 

Beat eggs slightly (they should not froth). Dissolve palm sugar in 
water over a low heat and cool slightly. Add palm sugar syrup to 
beaten eggs, add coconut milk and stir to dissolve sugar. 

Strain through a fine strainer into a large jug, add the evaporated 
milk, spices and rose water. 

Pour into an oven-proof dish or individual custard cups. Place dish, 
or cups, into a baking dish with water up to halfway up custard 
mix. 

Bake in a slow oven (150–160 deg) until set, approx 75 mins. Cool 
the custard and serve at either room temperature or chill slightly. 

 

mailto:geoff@gundogestate.com.au
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OUT AND ABOUT

Moving to Gundaroo in 1972 

By David Bishop 

The long dry summer of 1972 was dragging its feet 
towards the autumn. We’d just come back from 
our Uni holiday fruit picking in hot, humid 
Hanwood in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, all 
cashed up and ready to swap hard physical labour 
for more serious mind-work. 

We’d been living in a group house in Canberra. But 
the owner had decided to sell up, leaving four of 
us house hunting in vain in a Canberra real estate 
market not kindly to groups of young students. 

I spotted an ad in The Canberra Times offering for 
sale, for around $9,500, ‘Strawberry Cottage’ in 
Morning Street Gundaroo, which, from memory, 
included five blocks of land. 

It was wildly out of our price range. But, hoping we 
might be able to rent it, we piled into my old VW 
Kombi and rattled our way out along the dusty, rutted 
road, across several dry creek beds, to have a look. 

In those days, Gundaroo comprised almost entirely 
small empty paddocks with tiny, mostly abandoned 
houses, many of them ancient timber slab huts with 
one wall removed to accommodate the odd truck, 
tractor or farm implement. 

Thirsty for information on possible housing, we called 
into Matt Crowe’s Wine Saloon, which, in those days, 
was licensed to sell only Australian wines. Matt 
invited us into his lounge room, now the Colonial Inn 
restaurant, poured us each a glass of McWilliams 
Claret and was up for a yarn ... and what a yarn! 

It seems old Charlie Wilson, who had been the 
gardener at ‘Bowylie’ Station for forty years, had, at 
sixty eight, given up the bachelor life, retired from 
his gardening career, married 16-year-old Penny 
from Gunning, whom he’d met when she was 
working as a domestic at ‘Bowylie’, and moved into 
a little, rundown weatherboard house in Morning 
Street, opposite the Catholic Church. 

Well, after a couple of years, the long-drop dunny filled 
up and the water tanks rotted out and fell empty, so 
the happy couple had no choice but to head back to 
Penny’s mum in Gunning, leaving their house 
potentially available for desperate students. 

A quick trip to 
Gunning and, after 
Charlie had 
offered to sell me 
his Morning Street 
orchard for $50 
and to rent his 
house for $1 a 
week, he agreed 
to sell his house 
for the price he 
paid two years 
earlier – $800. 

Morning Street, looking north, early 1970s 

 

 

At Easter 1972, when we moved in, there were only 
five inhabited houses in Morning Street and thirteen in 
the rest of Gundaroo, including the Wine Saloon, the 
Post Office and the Caledonia and Gundaroo Stores. 

Our cottage in the early 1970s, as depicted by Ronald Rivett  
Eva and Clarrie Lees lived next to us with Sylvia, their 
19-year-old daughter, and their 19-year-old cockatoo, 
which could play hopscotch with a rock and imitate 
Eva, squawking, “Got your wallet? Got your licence?” 
when he spotted Clarrie sporting a hat and jacket 
ready to go to town. 

American tourists, brought to Gundaroo by Matt and 
Beat Crowe for a taste of the outback, offered the 
Lees small fortunes to take Cocky back to the States, 
but they were never interested. Their life was 
complete because, at some stage, they’d won the 
lottery and bought their dream – a bit of steep land in 
the Lake George hills off the Marked Tree Line of 
Road towards Collector. 

Clarrie died not long after we moved in, and Eva’s 
brother, Tom Greenwood, moved in for a while 
from their family home on Back Creek Road to keep 
her company. 

Next door to us on the other side, Charlie and Walter 
Greenwood had moved out of their tidy timber slab 
cottage (pictured below) to over-winter at their sister, 
Amy White’s, house, never to return to live.  

Charlie, it seems, owned almost all of the vacant 
land in Gundaroo, which was, at the time, almost 
all of Gundaroo. None of that land was sold during 
his lifetime. They used it to house their trotting 
horses and to run the odd sheep brought in from 
their rural holdings.  
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IN GUNDAROO 
 

It wasn’t until many years after Charlie, Walter and Amy 
had died that Len White, who lived with his wife, Hazel, 
on Cork Street, next to the Uniting Church, was 
persuaded to sell most of the land, marking the start of 
Gundaroo’s rapid population expansion – and the 
rejuvenation of some early homes and buildings, such as 
our Morning Street cottage, below (2021) 

Gundaroo is rare as a modern community village in 
that much of the infrastructure is owned or controlled 
by the community, rather than by the local council. 

The Literary Institute, the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall and 
the Gundaroo Park are all owned by the community, 
being held in trust by community members. The 
Gundaroo Common, the Gundaroo Showground, at the 
eastern end of the Common, and the Police Horse 
Paddock are all owned by the State government but 
managed by and for the community. 

But the world changes and life moves on, sometimes for 
the best, sometimes not. 

When Matt and Beat Crowe died, their will stipulated 
that the business should be offered for sale first to 
members of the community. So, for several years a 
consortium of community members owned and 
operated the business. 

There was another demand in the will. Len White’s 
custom, at the end of the working day, was to sit at 
one end of the bar and have a few glasses of 
McWilliams Cream Sherry. Future owners were 
required to serve Len his sherry for the rest of his life 
for twenty cents a glass. 

Back in the seventies the Gundaroo Bushfire Brigade 
had one old truck with a water tank on the back and a 
couple of hoses. There was a fire bell in Cork Street to 
summon firefighters. But if there was a fire in the 
evening, the truck would tour the town pullingn    
people out of their houses and Matt’s wine bar to head 
off across rough paddocks with several willing hands 
hanging on tightly. Of course it wasn’t uncommon for 
the truck to return with one or two firefighters 
‘dislodged’, leaving them to find their own way home. 

Many of those who figured large in the Gundaroo of 
the 1970s have since died. But fortunately, many are 
still around, connecting us all to a past that will 
continue to enrich our lives into the future. 

.A personal peek at Equine  
Assisted Therapy 

By Mandy Coslett 

This is a brief peek into the joys of inviting horses to 
assist people with their personal development.  

The philosophy of those who offer ‘equine assisted 
therapy’ is pretty simple – it involves unconditional regard 
and safety for the clients and the love and wellbeing of 
the horses as partners in therapy. 

People often ask why the horse? 

Calm and healthy horses offer so 
much more in equine therapy 
that can be different to ‘in-room’ 
therapy. We can touch, feel, and 
move with horses, and they 
evoke responses from us too.  

Horses that choose to help in 
equine assisted therapy don’t 
perform tricks. We invite their 
consent for us to be part of their 
being, their world. Some days 
they may not want to help, and 
that is just fine. We can gain just 
as much truth from observation. 

Pictured are two therapists: Lucy 
(right) and Katie (left), getting 
familiar as partners to assist 
others who seek their help.  

Lucy recently said to me: 
“This weekend I was given the opportunity to care for 
horses and a farm, and I can tell you … farm life suits me.  

“Bonding with the herd of horses has to be one of my 
favourite things to do. I don’t know why, but this 
particular horse Katie has touched my soul, and when I 
walk in, we’re inseparable.”  

With origins in ancient Greece, equine assisted therapy is 
once again becoming more widely acknowledged for the 
way it can improve lives in modern times.  
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 

 

 
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

BREAKFAST NOW AVAILABLE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 

To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  
give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with enjoyable  
and easy to challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 6.30–7.30pm and THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 
($20 per casual class, discount for term payments) 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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The remarkable story of ‘SS Automedon’ 

by Anthony Fitzgerald * 
 

(Part two of a three-part serial) 
The German raider Atlantis had captured the British 
merchantman SS Automedon and now an extraordinary 
stroke of luck was about to be 
revealed. When Kapitan Bernard 
Rogge (pictured) and Leutnant Ulrich 
Mohr from Atlantis pored over the 
find from the Automedon’s strong 
room, they were astounded at what 
they had uncovered.  

In their hands were documents 
which, if authentic, could alter the 
course of the war. British cabinet 
papers containing a Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee report entitled ‘The 
Situation in the Far East in the Event of Japanese 
Intervention Against Us’, and another entitled 
‘Assistance to the Dutch in the Event of Japanese 
Aggression in the Netherlands East Indies’ admitted that 
British resistance in the event of a Japanese invasion 
would probably fail because of Britain’s commitment to 
defence against Germany. 

The reports noted that Britain’s defences in Malaya were 
understrength and lacking in air support, that “Japan 
must know that Britain would be unable to send more 
aircraft”, and that the British Far East Fleet was 
understrength. Analysing the place of the USA in the 
region, the Dutch military’s reliability in Netherlands East 
Indies, and Japan’s desires for expansion, the reports 
concluded that Britain must avoid aggravating Japan, 
even if this meant making economic concessions – 
something Britain and the USA had so far opposed. 

The mail bags also contained navy cypher tables, Royal 
Navy sailing orders, government papers, Merchant Navy 
codes, and other secret documents such as directives, 
letters, administrative communications, sensitive 
information, reports and data from the War Cabinet, 
secret services and the military, maps and charts, 
information on minefields and swept channels and 
several other military codes and cyphers. All were 
marked “Classified: destroy in an emergency”. The 
documents contained detailed information on the 
positions and armaments of the Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force, analysis of Australia’s and New Zealand’s roles 
in the event of Japanese aggression, and extremely 
detailed information about Singapore’s defences.  

Rogge, who was fluent in English, 
realised that he must get the 
documents to Berlin as fast as 
possible. He arranged for Mohr to 
take the captured tanker, Ole Jacob, 
and the crews of the captured ships 
to Japan where he would hand over 
the documents to the German Naval 
Attaché, who would ensure they 
were sent to Berlin. 

After the papers were escorted to 
Tokyo, they were studied by Admiral 

Paul Wenneker (pictured) – highly respected in 
Japanese military and government circles – who quickly 

realised their significance. He cabled a summary of the 
contents to German Naval High Command and 
requested permission to share the content with his 
Japanese contacts.  

Having received permission, in 
December he gave copies of the 
documents to Vice Admiral Nobutake 
Kondo (pictured), Deputy Chief of the 
Naval General Staff, later recording in his 
diary, “As anticipated, the contents were 
read with extraordinary interest”. Kondo 
invited Wenneker to join him for dinner 
that evening and repeatedly thanked 
him for sharing the priceless information.  

According to Wenneker, Kondo remarked, “Such a 
significant weakening of the British Empire could not 
have been identified from outward appearances.”  

Both of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee reports 
were pessimistic and admitted in earnest that British 
resistance in the event of a Japanese invasion would in 
all probability fail because Britain’s military resources 
were committed to the defence against Germany.  

During the cabinet discussion there had been full 
agreement that Britain should focus on defeating 
Germany despite their weak position in the Far East, 
and an earnest discussion had then centred on how to 
explain this stance to New Zealand and Australia. Since 
1937, both antipodean countries had been aware of 
and quite nervous about Japan’s increasing militarism 
and aggression in the region. They had been imploring 
Britain to strengthen her presence in south-east Asia. 

Churchill’s own comprehensive assessment after the 
cabinet meeting, and recorded in telegrams sent to both 
the Prime Ministers of Australia and New Zealand, shows 
he clearly believed that Japan would be deterred by an 
unsuccessful German attempt to invade Britain. He was 
right in thinking they should have been deterred, but 
Japan failed to realise the significance – Germany’s 
failure to eliminate the British threat committed an 
unsustainable level of defensive resources that would 
ultimately bring about their downfall.  

Churchill went on to state that the American Pacific 
Fleet would be a strong deterrent, and the telegrams 
showed that he clearly believed the myth about 
Singapore’s invincibility. He thought Japan’s only 
avenue of attack was by sea and that Singapore would 
withstand a siege for months. But Japan did not fully 
appreciate the nuances of the situation until they 
received the documents. Now they were aware how 
weak British defence really was.  

Read the July edition of The Gundaroo Gazette to learn the 
impact of this discovery on World War II.  

* Anthony Fitzgerald (Fitzy) lives in Gundaroo, and is 
known to many for his friendly service behind the bar at 
the pub. Fitzy’s ‘day job’ is in the Multimedia Section of 
the Australian War Memorial, helping digitise the AWM’s 
vast collection of photos, film and sound recordings.  

He has a longstanding interest in the humanitarian 
impacts of war, with a particular interest in WWII – hence 
his interest in sharing this story.
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Advice for designing your garden 

Whether you are designing your garden from scratch 
or making revisions to an existing garden, it is always 
a good idea to have some ideas and guidance to help 
you make good design choices. 

Do research     You all know about impulse buying 
from the nursery. Research your plant varieties 
thoroughly then choose wisely, especially when it 
comes to the bones (foundation plants) – the trees 
and shrubs that will last for many years.  

Don’t just ‘google’ plants, as the information is often 
misleading or just plain wrong. Go to your local 
favourite nursery and pick the horticulturists’ brains. 
They will let you know what works and what doesn’t. 

Include layers     Ground, middle and upper story 
planting mirrors nature and is easy on the eye. Once 
you have your trees and shrubs, you can fill gaps in 
the lower story with grasses and pretty perennials. 

Outdoor space     Every garden should have a spot to 
sit outside. This may mean you need to build walls or 
dense planting to prevent wind, or to provide shade 
and shelter.  

One of the best ways to enjoy your garden is to sit in 
it. Design the space close to your house where you are 
more likely to use it more frequently. If it is too far 
away, the space will feel isolated and it will not get 
used. Your outside dining and conversational space 
should have connectivity to the garden and house. If it 
sits out by itself, the space will look disconnected and 
lack presence – you won’t be drawn to it and you 
won’t use it. 

Structural elements     Installing hardscapes, such as 
pergolas, pools and paving, along with trees, shrubs 
and hedges, will define the structure of your garden 
and provide a ‘stage’ to show off other plants, winter 
interest and perennials. 

Style combinations     
Formal plants and 
relaxed plants 
combine very well. 
Don’t be frightened 
to mix up your plant 
styles – both have a 
place in the same 
garden. Use strong 
lines or lustrous 
curves to define the 
spaces, and soften 
them with plants. 

 

Native and exotic, 
formal and relaxed 
– make for good 
contrasts 

 

Plant for all seasons     This is something most people 
want, but it’s often hard to create. If you remember 
that the colour in your garden can come in the form of 
flowers, berries, bark, foliage, fragrance, form and  

structure, it’s easier to spread the interest throughout 
the year. Select plants that continue to provide an 
attractive shape before and after flowering and  
during winter. 

Plan for growth     It’s hard to imagine the sweet little 
120mm pot plant flourishing and growing into a big 
tree or shrub, so getting the right spacing is easy to 
get wrong. Healthy plants often grow bigger than 
advised, so keep that in mind when planting. 

Focal point     A sculpture, garden art or interesting 
plant creates a place for the eye to pause and 
appreciate the surroundings. But don’t overdo garden 
decoration – create interest with arbors, stairs, walls 
and plants. 

Repetition works     Repeating plants throughout the 
garden really works, creating a visual rhythm. 
Repetition creates cohesion and pulls the garden all 
together even when areas are separate. 

Lawn     Apart from the obvious, lawn provides a 
pause in your garden, a space to catch your breath 
visually or to lie and watch the clouds blow by. 
Lawns are cool and inviting and in my mind 
essential in every garden. 

  *   *  * 

Ultimately, a garden should be one you want to be in. 
If you don’t use it, you won’t love it. With this 
knowledge, add plants and things you love and take 
away things you don’t love. It should not only look 
great; your garden should feel great to be in. 

June 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 

 

Some winners in The  Washington Post's 

Mensa Invitational to take any 

dictionary word, alter it by adding,  

subtracting, or changing one letter, 

and supply a new  definition. 

Cashtration: The act of buying a house, 

which renders the subject financially 

impotent for an indefinite period of time. 

Intaxicaton: Euphoria at getting a tax 

refund, which lasts until you realize it was 

your money to start with. 

Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, 

very high. 

Glibido: All talk and no action. 

Arachnoleptic Fit: The frantic dance 

performed just after you've accidentally 

walked through a spider web. 

Karmageddon: It's, like, when everybody 

is sending off all these really bad vibes, 

right? And then, like, the Earth explodes 

and it's, like, a serious bummer. 
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Wildcare 
by Neil James  

Wintering with wildlife 

As we enter winter, living with our surrounding wildlife 
presents several challenges. Some are unique to the 
season and some are greater or lesser than at other 
times. 

Unique to the season is the apparent, but not actual, 
disappearance of reptiles. Most snakes, lizards and 
eastern long-necked turtles are by now underground or 
inside logs conserving their energy in a hibernation-like 
period known as brumation. They may not eat, drink or 
move for several weeks or even months at a time. 
Should you disturb one, please cover it and leave it 
where it is. If this is not possible, and it needs care or 
relocation, please ring Wildcare. 

At this time of the year, those commuting a considerable 
distance to work are often driving from and to home in 
the dark. This increases the chances of hitting wildlife 
and, as we are now well into joey season, your collision 
may affect two rather than just one creature.  

Here are five steps to follow to avoid a collision or to 
respond after one, or to act after finding injured wildlife.  

Step 1 to help is to put Wildcare’s 24/7 phone number, 
6299 1966, into your phone. 

Step 2 is to note that kangaroos have no road sense and 
cannot hop backwards or veer easily. Wombats will 
often freeze when a vehicle approaches rather than 
scurry to safety. 

Step 3 is to avoid the problem by applying the  
60–80–100 rule for driving during darkness. Given the 
range of high-beam headlights, 60 km/h means you are 
generally able to avoid a wildlife collision. But 80 km/h 
means hitting at least some, and 100 km/h or more risks 
hitting every one. 

Step 4 to help an 
animal hit by a vehicle 
is to stop, check it out 
and ring Wildcare. It 
helps if you can 
identify if it’s dead or 
not. If injured, the 
extent of injury, the 
sex of the animal and 
whether there is a joey 
in the pouch, or 
thrown clear, also 
help.  

‘Hope’, the possum, was 
orphaned after her 
mother was hit by a car. 
‘Hope’ was found in 
mum’s pouch.  

 

This information enables Wildcare to determine what 
to do next concerning rescue, euthanasia or, in the 
case of a surviving kangaroo, wombat or possum 
joey, both. If an in-pouch joey is thrown clear, wrap it 
up and keep it somewhere warm (but not hot), dark 
and not noisy.  

The three biggest risks to a joey are injury from the 
collision, stress (including from conversation and radio 
noise, pets and children) and from getting cold. Unfurred 
joeys (pinkies) cannot self-regulate their temperature, so 
they need either direct body warmth next to your body 
or swift evacuation to a trained carer. Luckily, there are 
several experienced Wildcare volunteers in this district 
so please ring Wildcare for help. 

Finally, step 5 involves noting that a red cross on the 
torso of dead animal means Wildcare have already 
checked for a joey. If a fresh body has no cross on it, 
please check and ring Wildcare if there is a surviving 
joey. But please don’t drag the joey off the mum’s milk 
teat because this requires the expertise of a trained 
rescuer. 

Neil James is President of Wildcare Queanbeyan

 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

 

tel:6299-1966
tel:60-80-100
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com


      The Gundaroo Gazette     June 2021 20 

 

Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Bullocks ‘kicking goals’ again 
Gundaroo Bullocks have had 
three games and a bye since 
the last Gazette report.  

Our home game against Burns 
FC was closely contested, and 
the Bullocks showed some 
real form, and started to play 
as a team.  

After nil-all at half time, the Bullocks dominated the 
second half, with many shots on goal, but none able 
to find the back of the net. In the last minutes of the 
game Burns FC scored the winning goal in what was a 
great game, refereed by our own local Phil 
Langworthy, who did a fantastic job, keeping the 
game under control.  

Round 6 saw us play an away game against ADFA 
with a 7–2 win, followed by a weekend off with a 
bye. Round 8 was against Majura FC, where the boys 
really started to click and our game play came 
together with a fantastic 5–2 win.  

Of the  goals the Bullocks have scored this season, 
Brett Wagner is leading the way with five goals from 
six matches played. We are currently 6th on the 
ladder, and with some more wins going forward, we 
have a good chance of making the finals. 

There are four home games left this season (see 
below). Pencil them into your calendar, and come on 
down to support your team.  

 

 

Date Playing 

11am Saturday 12th June ANU Football Club  

11am Saturday 19th June Majura Football Club 9 

11am Saturday 17th July Belnorth Football Club 

11am Saturday 14 August Majura Football Club 53 

Until next Gazette, go the Bullocks! 

Greg Garrett 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com

Sutton Mobile 
Rural Stockfeeds 

Sutton Pony Club car park, opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays:   7.00am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays:   3.00pm to 6.00pm 

Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 
Pay by card or cash 

More fun with a pun 
Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a 

clock? Well, time will tell.  

Scientists got together to study the effects of 
alcohol on a person’s walk, and the result was 

staggering.  

I went to the toy store and asked the assistant 
where the Schwarzenegger dolls were, and he 

replied, “Aisle B, back”.  

mailto:gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com
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• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

More word play 
(Have I used some of these before?) 

*   *   * 

I went to the bookshop and 
asked for the self-help 
section. The salesperson 

said if she told me, it would 
defeat the purpose. 

What was the best thing 
before sliced bread?  

Can an atheist get insurance 
against ‘acts of God’? 

Why is there an expiry date 
on sour cream? 

If you try to fail, and you 
succeed, which have you 

done?  

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the end of May. They may change again during June, 
and guests are encouraged to contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact details 
remain as listed.  

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday: Dinner from 5pm 
Friday:  Lunch and dinner from 12pm 
Saturday & Sunday: B’fast, lunch & dinner from 9am 
Spaced seating limits numbers. Booking advisable.  

Gundaroo Colonial Inn 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly 
atmosphere. Live music often. Takeaway food available.  
(See also the advertisement on pages 10.)  
Bar: . 
Tuesday  3pm to 7pm Wednesday  3pm to 10pm 
Thursday 3pm to 11pm Friday 3pm to 12am 
Saturday 12pm to 12am Sunday 12pm to 10pm 
Restaurant: Seating limited. Booking advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday, Sunday (12pm to 3pm) 
Dinner: Wed, Thursday, Sunday (5.30 to 8.30pm)  
 Friday, Saturday  
     Two sittings (5.30 to 7.15pm, 7.30 to 9pm) 
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 14. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 10.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food and live music events, see 
ad on page 10 and visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 
suspended or restricted at the end of May.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended  
Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website 
www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/


      The Gundaroo Gazette     June 2021 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Extra large — $45  120mm x 175mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Joseph Nowak) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 6236 8169 (Dallas Leach) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm O’Toole) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Lisa Bell 4 Lot St 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

44 Morning St 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Joselyn Udy 23 Rosamel St 0488 089 067 
 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

Buranda Lane 0427 300 393 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork St 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Gina Collins 
(For admin 
   matters) 
 

35 Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

