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Changing of the guard at ‘our Pub’. Merry Christmas.
AS IF IT WERE a Christmas present to the 
community, the ‘Gundaroo Inn’ should  
be open and welcoming patrons well 
before Christmas.  

The new manager and recently new 
Gundaroo resident, Leonie Sassall, is 
determined that the downtime between 
the end of Choppy Connor’s memorable 
tenure as publican and Leonie stepping in 
will be as short-lived as possible.  

The dispute that led to the months-long 
closure was resolved on the last Friday in 
November by mutual agreement 
between licensee Choppy and owner, 
George Nicola, thereby avoiding another 
costly court hearing in early December.  

The NSW Supreme Court had made an 
interim ruling that the pub should be 
trading again, at least until the scheduled 

hearing. So Choppy and business partner 
Scott Harding did just that – as reported 
on our front page last month. And what a 
time that was, until the mutual 
agreement that Choppy would vacate by 
the last day of November.  

The last of the Friday ‘community raffles’ 
(this time for the school) was an 
emotional but gracious swansong for the 
two champion raffle-spruikers. It was 
followed by a weekend of convivality, 
music and mixed emotions, plus an extra 
Monday as a final farewell (pictured).  

The turnout of helpers to pack-up the 
next day was another testament to the 
community’s appreciation of the pub and 
Choppy’s custodianship of it.  

Owner George was keen to get the pub 
open as soon as possible. Negotiations 
moved quickly with a new licensee, 
Create Catering, a Sydney-based 
business specialising in metro and 
regional restaurants and catering. 

Leonie was busy at the premises within 
days. The Gundaroo Gazette found an 
opportunity to meet and talk about her 
background and her plans.  

Leonie has had a long career in catering 
– as a chef, running restaurants for 
herself and others, and managing 
events. As Create Catering’s Operations 
Manager for the Canberra District, she 
is currently responsible for two nearby 
winery restaurants.  

She and her family have moved to 
Gundaroo and are building in the village. 
The pub is now her personal project.  

Leonie is focused on some urgent initial 
refurbishment – without changing the 
outward appearance of the building and 
interior – and on hiring a good team of 
staff, preferably locals. (See page 3.) 

She is keen to maintain the central place 
the pub holds in the hearts of the 
Gundaroo community. “Look after the 
locals first,” she says.  

So high-quality affordable ‘pub food’ will 
always be on the menu, as well as a 
selection of more ‘exotic’ dishes. 
Supporting local wines and produce, and 
an in-house ‘pantry’ are also planned.  

Community raffles will continue, as will 
regular music events.  

The Gundaroo Gazette concluded that 
the ‘Gundaroo Inn’ (no ‘Colonial’) 
appears in good hands, secure, and just 
as welcoming as ever.  
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Quotes for the season 
“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you.  

It is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and  
offer him your hand”  

Mother Teresa (1910–1997) 
Born to a Kosovar-Albanian family in Skopje. Roman Catholic nun, 

 missionary (mostly India), Nobel Laureate (Peace), Saint.  

“A generous person will prosper.  
Whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”  

Proverbs 11:25   
New International Version. 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS

Nominations still open for 
Yass Valley Australia Day 
Awards  
You can still nominate a Gundaroo 
citizen or group for the 2022 Yass Valley 
Australia Day Awards, to recognise your 
nominee for making a significant 
contribution and difference to the Yass 
Valley. Nominations close on Friday  
17 December. 

In last year’s awards, long-time 
Gundaroo resident and community 
contributor, Peter Firth, was named 
Yass Valley Citizen of the Year. (See The 
Gundaroo Gazette, February 2020). Can 
we make it two in a row?   

The five Award categories are: Citizen of 
the Year, Young Citizen of the Year, 
Senior Citizen of the Year, Community 
Group of the Year, and Individual 
Community Service.  

Conditions of entry are: 

• Individual nominees must be 
resident in the Yass Valley at the 
time of nomination. 

• Previous unsuccessful nominees are 
eligible to be nominated again. 

• Community groups or organisations 
must be located within Yass Valley. 

• Young Citizen of the Year must be 
under 26 years at 26 January 2022. 

• Senior Citizen of the Year must be 
over 65 years at 26 January 2022.  

Nominations can be made by 
individuals and community groups and 
organisations. Forms are available from 
Yass Library and Council offices in 
Comur Street Yass, and at 
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/
2022-australia-day-awards-momination-
form/. 

Santa Claus is coming  
to town! 

As he does reliably every year, Santa 
Claus will be pay Gundaroo a welcome 
visit on Christmas Eve.  

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade will again 
drive Santa around village streets 
handing out small bags of sweets to 

eager 
children, 
and 
spreading 
Christmas 
tidings, 
finishing up 
outside the 
re-opened 
pub.  

 

Amenities block … almost 

The new Amenities block at Gundaroo 
Park is finished and the contruction 
fence is gone (pictured). But once again 
a few small issues have arisen before it 
can be fully utilised. These are currently 
being rectified, and the occupation 
certificate is expected to be issued in 
mid-December.  

A Council requirement to seal the Park 
entry has contributed to this delay, but 
the sealing will make a big difference to 
access and, according to Gundaroo Park  
Land Manager Board Chair, Ron Miller, 
“is well worth waiting for”. 

Although the School’s Community 
Breakfast had to be cancelled (for 
COVID reasons), the Gundaroo 
Community Expo and Christmas Market 
will be in full swing on Saturday 11th, 
utilising the oval and the external 
covered verandah of the new block.  

Other Park news 
Camping. The Park has now re-opened 
for camping, and has already hosted a 
number of campers. More are expected 
as the regions continue to open up, and 
the Christmas holidays arrive.  

Playground shade and solar system. 
After numerous delays during the entire 
COVID-induced restrictions, matters are 
progressing again. Park management is 
expecting to hear soon whether they 
have been successful with a new plan to 
change the scope of the project to 
include more solar to the Amenities 
block and still have a playground shade 
by late summer.  

Bike track. Ron Miller reported that 
the bike track had recently been 
vandalised by someone using a vehicle 
(probably a quad bike) around the track 
when it was at its muddiest. The signage 
clearly says that motorised vehicles are 
not permitted on the track. He added: 
“Poor eyesight and lack of common 
sense don’t cut it as excuses”.  

Maric valve on the bore. Those near 
the bore shed will have heard the loud 
hitchpitched whistle coming from the 
shed when the pump is running. It’s a 
Maric Valve, which has been installed to  

help with maintaining a 
constant flow for the bore. 
Unfortunately, Park 
management weren’t advised 
that it came with an 
unacceptable level of noise 
when it operates. so are 
having it re-installed to keep 
the noise level down.  

That will be one of the several 
important tasks on the slate for the Park 
working bee on Sunday 12 December – 
promoted on the community FB page.  

COVID alert  
On Sunday 5 December, Southern NSW 
Health District reported:  

“One new COVID-19 case has 
been confirmed in Southern NSW 
today. The case is in the Yass 
Valley LGA, in Gundaroo, and is 
linked to a known case.”  

The Gundaroo Gazette wishes the 
person a rapid and full recovery.  

It is a reminder that Gundaroo’s good 
fortune during the past 21 months can 
continue only with our individual and 
collective vigilance, thoughtfulness, and 
diligent compliance with the health 
precautions – and some good luck.  

Election early indicators 

NSW Electoral Commission won’t start 
declaring the 4 December local elections 
until 20 December.  

There are nonetheless some early 
indicators from the first preference count, 
advised by the ABC’s election analyst, 
Anthony Green.  

As at 8 December, it appears that Allan 
McGrath (Ind) and Adrian Cameron 
(Grn) are fairly certain to be elected.  
Seven to go.  

Christmas Church Services 

All churches will follow new State 
COVID-restrictions from 15 December. 

Catholic – St Joseph’s  
Harp Street 

Mass, Christmas Day 10.00am 
Narelle Buckley 0422 808 964  

Anglican – St Mark’s   
Cork Street 

Communion Service 
Christmas Eve 4.00pm 

All the community and visitors are welcome. 

Gundaroo Community Church 
Lot Street 

Service will depend on the nature of the 
new COVID restrictions.  

https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2022-australia-day-awards-momination-form/
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2022-australia-day-awards-momination-form/
https://yassvalleycouncil.wufoo.com/forms/2022-australia-day-awards-momination-form/
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LOCAL NEWS

Local roads still a hot issue 
The Local News item in the November 
edition appears just as relevant this 
month, despite the Council’s steady but 
regularly interrupted program of repairs, 
maintenance and improvement.  

Gundaroo’s two community FB pages 
have been alive with criticism and ‘war 
stories’ of vehicle damage, often from 
hitting deep potholes unavoidably rather 
than an oncoming vehicle.  

Criticism of the roadworks themselves is 
common, and not just on Facebook. The 
Gundaroo Gazette has received several 
texts and emails about the quality of 
grading (no crown to aid drainage), the 
short-lived patching of potholes, and 
frustration at the lack of Council response 
to phone calls and emails.  

Council assures The Gundaroo Gazette 
the program continues apace when not 
handicapped by recurrent rain events. 

The progress of the roads program is 
published weekly on Council’s website 
and monthly in the Gazette.  

Historical Society AGM 

The Gundaroo & District Historical 
Society’s Annual General Meeting in 
November elected the following office 
bearers for the next year.  

President ― Sue Burns 
Vice President ― Ron Miller 
Secretary ― Esther Robinson 
Treasurer ― Allan Gibson 
Committee members ― justn Barwick,  
  Sheryl Rees, Andrew Martin 

A short general meeting followed to 
discuss activities in 2022. The annual 
exhibition should be on the Gundaroo 
Colonial Inn, which opened as the 
Commercial Hotel 150 years before in 
1872. The Society would welcome 
photographs and stories that could be 
included in the exhibition.  

New members are always welcome at a 
meeting or via an email to:  
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com.  

The GDHS notice on p4 promotes the 
sale of the 2022 calendar – an 
important fundraiser.  

Gundaroo interest in 
‘community energy’ 
At a meeting of CANSIGN in November a 
small group was formed to explore the 
opportunities and scope out the options 
for a community-based sustainable 
power generation project in Gundaroo.  

The idea follows the success of a 
community-driven solar farm in the 
Shoalhaven on the NSW south coast and  

the spread of that initiative to 
other communities in south-east 
NSW.  

Through Gundaroo CANSIGN’s 
collaborative work and networking 
with other environmental 
organisations, Gundaroo has been 
identified as another potential 
opportunity for a community 
energy project site.  

The working group will investigate 
the ways Gundaroo might become 
one of the increasing number of 
communities developing mid-sized 
sustainable power projects 
supported by local investors.  

The group will be seeking 
community feedback and inviting 
community and specialist 
expertise to become involved as this 
initiative develops. The GCA has offered 
some support during this early phase.  

MP announcements of 
assistance and grants 

Relevant announcements in the last 
month by our two MPs can be accessed 
on their websites:   
www.wendytuckerman.com/news/  
www.kristymcbain.com.au/news/media-
releases/ 

Cross-Border assistance to recover from 
COVID pandemic (Issued 25/11 by both 
MPS). Expressions of Interest from 
community groups et al by 28 January. 
www.regional.nsw.gov.au/our-
work/ocbc/cross-border-infrstructure-fund   

First Lap learn to swim vouchers (2/12) 
$100/child for pre-school & kindergarten 
ages. Apply by 31 December. 
www.service.nsw.gov.au/first-lap-swim-
voucher  

Dine & Discover NSW (7/12).  
New $25 vouchers available for eligible 
applicants (18yo+). Valid 
to 30 June 2022. 
www.nsw.gov.au/covid-
19/business/financial-
support/dine-discover-nsw.   

State assistance is still 
available under three 
ongoing or recurring 
programs of interest to 
Gundaroo (Sept Gazette): 

Quad bike safety 
rebates extended to 
2023  

Free pet registration for 
life for rescue animals  

Infrastructure Grants 
program  
(Next round closes on 
21 March 2022.) 

News Shorts 

Bull on the Common  
Another reminder that the bull will be on 
the Common from mid-December for six 
weeks. Notices will be posted on-site and 
through the Gundaroo Facebook pages. 
Users should keep their distance and not 
act in a way that will disturb the bull.  

More dumping on the Common 
After a good period without a problem, 
someone has again dumped rubbish on 
the eastern side of the Common behind 
the rubbish tip. This time they cut the 
chain on the locked gate and wheeled 
in an old oil tank.  

Not as bad as some incidents in the 
past, but it still shows a sad disregard 
for other’s property and also for what 
everyone in the country knows – gates 
are closed and locked for good reason; 
leave them as they are.  

New operator at the tip 
Council has appointed a permanent 
new ‘Transfer Station Operator’ to our 
tip. The young man’s name is Stephen. 
Please make yourself known.  

GUNDAROO INN IS HIRING ! 
The Gundaroo Inn will re-open as 
soon as it has staff on board.  

Staff are needed for ‘front of 
house’ in the bar and restaurant: 
bar staff (preferably with RSA) 

and wait staff for the restaurant, 
with diverse responsibilities.  

Kitchen staff are also needed.  

The new management is keen to 
employ locally, and would welcome 
approaches from former staff.  

Contact Leonie on 
olleyville@createcatering.com.au  

Gundaroo Grocer & Cork St Cellars,  
Takeaway and Post Office 

Christmas and New Year trading hours 
Fri Dec 24th Open  Shop & Post Office 8am–5pm  
              Takeaway 8am–2pm 
Sat 25th – Tues 28th Closed  
Wed 29th – Fri 31st   Open   Shop & PO 8am–4pm 
Sat 1st – Sun 2nd      Closed 

January trading hours 
Mon to Fri  Shop, Takeaway & PO 8am–5.30pm 
Saturday Shop 9–3, T’away 9–2.30, PO 9–12 
Sunday Shop 10–2, T’away 10–2, PO Closed 
Australia Day Closed 

We wish everyone a wonderful and safe  
Christmas and New Year! 

mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
http://www.wendytuckerman.com/news/
http://www.kristymcbain.com.au/news/media-releases/
http://www.kristymcbain.com.au/news/media-releases/
http://www.regional.nsw.gov.au/our-work/ocbc/cross-border-infrstructure-fund
http://www.regional.nsw.gov.au/our-work/ocbc/cross-border-infrstructure-fund
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/first-lap-swim-voucher
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/first-lap-swim-voucher
http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/business/financial-support/dine-discover-nsw
http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/business/financial-support/dine-discover-nsw
http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/business/financial-support/dine-discover-nsw
mailto:olleyville@createcatering.com.au
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

ss Unsealed road grading 
Council has completed grading the following unsealed roads  

in the Gundaroo area: 

Yass River Road (eastern end) 
Marked Tree Road 
Beralston Road 
Dairy Creek Road 

School safety upgrades 

Council is preparing the request for quotes for the school  
safety works at Gundaroo Public School. This includes  

parking works and pedestrian safety. 

Weed spraying 
Council contractors are currently undertaking broad-scale 
spraying of priority weeds, including grasses and woody  
weeds, such as St John’s wort and blackberries, along  

roadside reserves. 

Cat de-sexing program 
Council is running a free de-sexing program for cats owned 
 by pensioners. To be eligible, you must be the owner of a  
non-de-sexed cat, hold a valid pensioner concession card  

and reside in Yass Valley. If you are eligible, please  
register your interest by contacting the council ranger on  

6226 1477. Limited spaces are available. 

Celebrate Christmas in Yass Valley 
Don’t miss the late night shopping, markets and Christmas 
parade on Comur Street, Yass on Thursday, 16 December.  
The event will begin at 6:00 pm and there will be a special  

visit from Santa! Late night shopping and markets will  
take place again on the following Thursday, 23 December. 

Christmas/New Year opening hours 
All council services will be closed from close of business on 

Thursday, 23 December, until Tuesday, 4 January, other than: 

• Swimming Pools ― open, except on Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day. 

• Yass Valley Information Centre ― open other than 
on Christmas Day. 

• Waste Transfer Stations ― open exept on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day. 

• Waste collections ― collections scheduled for 
Christmas Day will be collected on an alternative 
day, with customers advised in the week before 
Christmas. Collections on other public holidays 
will proceed as normal. 

• Roads and maintenance services ― skeleton crews 
will be maintained to attend to service needs  
and emergencies. 

• Water and wastewater ― skeleton crews will be 
maintained to attend to service needs and 
emergencies. 

• Duty Officer ― an on-call duty officer will be 
maintained over the entire period. 

 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Historical Society 2022 Calendar on sale  
As always, the calendar features photos of events, people  

and places from the Gundaroo region in the distant and  
not so distant past.  

Cost is still $15 each, plus $3.30 postage (if required). 
Available at Gundaroo Grocer or direct at  
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com . 

Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Capacity and restrictions for Hall bookings 

The 2m
2 

 per person social distancing for indoor 

meeting places enables 53 guests in the main hall.  

Gatherings will follow COVID restrictions as directed by 

NSW Health, which may change after 15 December. 

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

From ‘The Desk’ 
It’s hard for me to process the fact that this is the end of my 
fourth year as editor and custodian of this humble 
community journal. Four years! That’s 44 editions. Yikes! 

I’ve learnt so much, and enjoyed so much more satisfaction 
than I anticipated when I agreed to take over from Peter 
Firth. Thank you to everyone who has had a hand in that.  

At Christmas, it is customary for me to thank many folk, and 
I will adhere to that custom.  

Thank you to all contributors. We have not only our regular 
columnists – Sue and Maartje, Lisa, Philip and Bec and 
Merran, Deidre, Phil, Gail, Nigel then Rebecca, Sean and 
Greg – but also our periodic or occasional storytellers and 
article writers. This year, I thank Geoff, Robyn, Fitzy, David, 
Mandy, Peter, Barbara, Dave and Amber, Wayne, and Cate. 
And let’s not forget those who ensure the Community 
Noticeboard and Directory pages are valuable references.  

Our generous advertisers are, of course, the only reason we 
can print 600 full-colour copies every month. The alternative 
is to charge for the Gazette – suggested to me by quite a few 
of you. We need to continue using the services of our 
advertisers and rewarding their financial support.  

Our tireless RMB distributors ensure the print copy gets into 
mailboxes on several roads outside the village – Colin Lee, 
Maureen Trevanion, Fiona Martin and Julie Smith.  

Our Post Office team are endlessly helpful, and Sutton PO 
happily puts copies on the stand and acts as the collection 
point for Fiona and Julie.  

Sylvia takes care of invoicing and bookkeeping, and every 
edition reads and proofs my writing and editing – and offers 
valuable opinions on the tenor and tone of the bits I write.  

And, of course, I thank you, our readers – particularly those 
who give me feedback and point out mistakes. Observant 
critics are helpful.  

And though I’ve rarely sought their help, I’ve found comfort 
knowing that Elona Hanner and Mick Joyce have been there 
as troubleshooters if my limited talent with Word fails me.  

This month’s feature is Cate Thomas’s well-researched 
article about horses helping people to grow and solve 
personal problems. We have four qualified practitioners in 
our midst. That might be news to quite a few of us, I imagine.  

After a second successive year of COVID-induced tumult 
and disrupted lives, let us hope there isn’t a third. Please 
accept my warmest wishes for a Christmas full of joy and 
peace, and a New Year full of promise.  

Until February 
Your Editor | Custodian 

 

Cork Street Gallery Café:  
   Closed after Dec 12th, re-opening on Jan 13th 

Grazing Restaurant:  
   Closed after Dec 23rd, re-opening on Jan 13th  

Gundaroo Inn  
   Closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day 

   Open Wednesday Dec 29th to New Year’s Eve 

   Closed New Year’s Day  

…Usual trading hours for bar and restaurant when open.  

 

Gundog Estate Cork St Cellar Door:  
   Closed after Monday Dec 20th   

   Re-opening on Thursday January 6th   

Tallagandra Hill Winery: 
   Cellar Door and Accommodation  

  Closed (incl) from Monday Dec 20th  

  Re-opening on Saturday Jan 22nd 

 

Christmas/New Year/January trading 
 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE  
     SCHOOL HOURS 

      VACATION CARE  
DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

Each weekday  
Fri 10 to Fri 24 December and  

Mon 10 to Mon 31 January 
(except 26 January, public holiday) 

Closed on and after Christmas  
until 10 January  

Different fun and learning activities every day ! 

Crafts, games, bikes, picnics, baking, water, 
sports, gladiators, fit kids, ‘messy’, nerf wars, 

‘chill out’, summer fair, ‘whatever’ … and more.  
 

 
Meals Included – Child Care Subsidy 

Short and Long Day Options  
   (Short Day $70 – Long Day $80) 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street  

For more details keep an eye on our 
Facebook Page @countrykidsclub1 

Bookings via the Parent Portal or 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
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1st Gundaroo Scouts 
 

1st Gundaroo Relaunch 
Parents, friends and Leaders of 1st Gundaroo Scout Group met on Tuesday  
9 November to discuss the relaunch of the group. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to discuss our strategy to recommence our youth 
program next year, whilst also reconnecting with the adults who support our 
group both on the floor and behind the scenes. 

Like many community groups, we have struggled to keep our youth members engaged and connected 
with the scouting journey over the past couple of years. We know there are more children than ever 
living in the area, but the biggest hurdle we face is recruiting adults willing to give leading a go. 

During our meeting, we ran the successful Leaderbuild program. This exciting program encourages 
parents or other adults in the community to join the scouting body as Leaders.  

If you missed out on our re-launch meeting, don’t worry. We will be running a stall at the Gundaroo 
Community Expo on Saturday 11 December, and will be able to answer any questions you may have then.   

If you have children you think would thrive with the activities that scouts can offer, please consider 
becoming a leader to support their journey. If you’re unable to make the Community Expo on the 11th, 
but would like to get involved, please contact Phil Gaden on 0413 137 761 or 
phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au. 

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 

  

mailto:phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au
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NSW Rural           c/– Post Office 
Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Christmas Eve with Santa and Raffles  

Despite COVID-19, we still aim to replicate previous years with Santa Claus in our fire truck giving out pre-packaged lollies to children on 

Christmas Eve. From 6pm Santa will be driven around the Village throwing lollies to children in their driveways, maintaining 1.5m distancing, 

and finishing at the Pub. We ask the Community to stay in their driveways and not congregate at the showground, fire shed etc. ― remember 

to be COVID safe! Parents/carers must supervise children. Afterwards we are hoping to run some raffles at the pub (to be confirmed).  

We thank our Community in advance for your ongoing support.  

Fire Station Visit  

Every year the Brigade takes a truck to Gundaroo School and teaches the children, staff and parents about fire safety and the importance of an 

evacuation drill. We have handouts, and the children have fun knocking down pretend flames with the fire hoses. This year we are planning for 

classes to visit our Fire Station for some hands-on learning and fun.  

Thank You 

A big thank you to fire brigade members who volunteered their time at our recent Get Ready Day and Belconnen Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. We 

also thank Bunnings for supporting our fundraising efforts and everyone who came along to these events.  

Fire Ready 

The main message from our Get Ready Day is to keep preparing your home and property for the prospect of a bushfire, and be ready 

for fast-moving grass fires with the record amount of grass that is around!  

Yes, the grass is lush and green now. But as summer progresses, the grass will dry off (cure) and become fuel for fires. Keep mowing and 

slashing. | Give overhanging branches around your house a trim and allow clearance for fire trucks in your driveway. | Remove materials that 

burn, clear debris from gutters, and prepare a hose or hoses long enough to reach around your home. | Clearly display your property number on 

your gate, house or letterbox. | Display  your blue/white sign for Static Water Supply (SWS). These signs are available from Deputy, Andrew 

Nicholls (0414 824 176) or Yass Fire Control Centre (6226 3100). | With your family, discuss, review or make your Bush Fire Survival Plan, visit 

www.myfireplan.com.au .  For more information to help you prepare: 

Bush Fire Information Line:  1800 679 737 (NSW RFS).   Bush Fire Alert Levels:  www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  

Fire Danger Ratings and Total Fire Bans:  www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr 

Download or update on your phone the Fires near Me app and activate My Watch Zone.  

Bush Fire Danger Period -No fires are to be lit for hazard reduction without obtaining a Fire Permit.  Obtain a free Fire Permit from one of our 

Permit Officers ― Michael Cliff (0428 494 403), Nick Drew (0411 410 903), Andrew Nicholls (0414 824 176) or David Robinson (0414 369 214).   

Once you have your a Fire Permit, and at least 24 hours before lighting up, notify Yass Fire Control (Ph: 6226 3100 Monday to Friday during 

business hours) or online at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications and notify your neighbours.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Thank you Marty O’Connor, Richard Fleming, Ruth Coles, Philip Wooster and Matt Muller, plus everyone who has donated throughout the year 

to help support us in the maintenance of our equipment and trucks. 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe Happy New Year. 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

  

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686p 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
Volunteers always welcome.  

http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
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MORE THAN JUST ‘HORSING AROUND’ 
By Cate Thomas 

Horses have been helping humans for centuries, and not 
just as a means of transport. Therapeutic interventions 
involving horses go way back to the time of the ancient 
Egyptians, Romans and Greeks. In recent decades there 
has been a resurgence in the provision of equine assisted 
interventions in the Western world, including Australia. 
When I started researching for this story I was surprised 
at the number of established practitioners of Equine 
Assisted Therapy (EAT) and Equine Facilitated Learning 
(EFL) around Gundaroo. 

Having trained and practised as a counsellor in a previous 
life, I was familiar with the terms ‘Equine Assisted Therapy’ 
and ‘Equine Facilitated Learning’, and being a horsey-girl 
from way back, I knew that hanging out with horses 
certainly does something positive for your state of mind.  

But why horses for therapy? Why not cows or pigs? 
Gehtmane-Hofmane reviewed literature that asked this 
question. She idenified five main characteristics that 
made horses unique: 1.  their relatively large stature;  
2.  their sensitivity to human feelings and emotional cues 
and their complex behavioural responses; 3.  their fine-
tuned perception; 4.  their fast response time – primary 
survival behaviour; and 5.  their place as significant 
‘archetypes’ (Jung) in human consciousness (2019). 

I asked each of four local practitioners and one 
participant these questions, amongst other things, 
when I visited them recently. Each have had their own 
unique pathways to offering Equine Assisted services, 
and, as is common in this emerging field, each have 
trained and specialised in different areas. But they 
have strong commonalities too, such as a love of 
horses and a deep desire to help humans to thrive. 

Gundaroo Equestrian Centre at Ambrosia Park 

Jessica Garnett heads up the Gundaroo Equestrian 
Centre at Ambrosia Park, Bellmount Forest. She is a 
qualified Equestrian Australia coach and has been a 
qualified Equestrian Facilitated Learning (EFL) coach for 
10 years. She did her EFL training with Australian 
Equestrian Facilitated Learning (AEFL), which is a 
Platinum Training Provider with the International 
Institute for Complementary Therapists, has coached for 
a number of years for the Riding for the Disabled (RDA) 
and is also a qualified Adult Educator. 

Jess in session       Jess has been rescuing and  
with ‘Nick’ the horse      rehabilitating horses for many 

years, which is in keeping 
with her principle that every 
‘being’ has something unique 
to contribute in life, despite 
injury or other limitations. 
She is also passionate about 
education and training and 
strives to provide the best 
outcome for her students. 
She is thorough in her 
planning, assessments, and 
recording learning outcomes. 
Her students use an activity 

journal to record, for instance, how they are feeling before, 
during, and after their lesson. For students with a hearing 

impairment, she provides a visual plan to communicate what 
they will be doing in a lesson and provides options for 
students rather than directing them towards a fixed activity. 
Many teachers and parents have been surprised by what 
some students have achieved through their EFL sessions at 
Ambrosia Park.  

Children or youth students may show a lack of trust of authority 
figures, so Jess encourages them at their own level while they 
are engaging with the horses. She adapts and alters the lesson 
to the individual, such as changing saddling gear to 
accommodate a person’s unique physical disability. Some 
students are given ‘homework’ to stretch their tight muscles 
(which might be due to their disability and/or lack of current 
muscle tone). This helps to minimise the risk of muscle soreness 
after completing physical activities.  

Her students are referred from a range of channels, including 
word-of-mouth, Soldier On, Riding for the Disabled, and through 
the equestrian network. She said that some students use the 
NDIS to fund their sessions.  

Down the track, Jess has plans to offer her services through a 
new community program she is setting up for local cancer 
sufferers and survivors. She is hopeful it will be helpful for 
some, having just been through cancer treatment herself and 
knowing the struggles first-hand. 

Sherony Park Equine Facility 

There’s a pretty driveway into Sherony Park which leads down 
to the main office and arena, and it is here that I met with 
Sheridan, who established Sherony Park near Sutton some years 
ago with her husband, Tony.  

Sheridan developed and began offering an EAT program in 2014 
at Sherony Park after she completed a Diploma in Youth 
Services. Sheridan was part of an ACT-based Youth Workers 
Network and still receives referrals through this network, 
through school-counsellors, 
and community 
organisations like 
Headspace and the PCYC. 
She chooses to work only 
with young people 
(pictured) because that’s 
where her passion lies, and 
her program operates 
mostly with groups of up to 
eight, but sometimes one 
on one.  

Sheridan believes EAT can 
be very helpful for young people because it happens outside, 
with horses, and that’s refreshing for someone who has trust 
issues with adult humans. She said EAT is ideal for these kids 
because it places less pressure on the young person to respond 
to expectations, it gives them ‘space’ to take up learning 
opportunities as they arise, and it therefore empowers them.  

The program goes for 8–10 weeks and begins with the group 
doing some preparation before working with the horses. They 
then engage with the horse in the large, covered arena. They 
may groom or wash their horse, and it’s part of the ‘deal’ that 
individuals fully care for the horse they work with, including 
cleaning up their poo. Sheridan says that this is a great 
opportunity for discovery and learning about oneself! 

https://www.facebook.com/gundarooequestriancentre
https://www.facebook.com/gundarooequestriancentre
https://www.equestrian.org.au/
http://www.efl.net.au/
http://www.efl.net.au/
https://www.myiict.com/our-story/
https://www.myiict.com/our-story/
https://www.rda.org.au/
https://www.ndis.gov.au/
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To compliment the EAT program, Sheridan also engages a 
neuro-linguistics coach, Tanya Mitten, and an internationally 
well-respected Classical Horsemanship coach, Michael 
Godding. Giorgia Rose, who came through the initial EAT 
program and continued her horse-related study under 
Sheridan and Michael Godding, is progressively taking over 
the EAT program.  

Staff at Sherony are well-supported and encouraged to learn 
about and reflect on their own ‘stuff’ as it arises in their 
work with young people. This is all part of Sherony Park’s 
comprehensive safety and wellbeing practices, with 
purpose-built structures to keep horses and humans safe. 

At present, Sheridan is preparing to retire, but the EAT 
services will continue to run at Sherony Park. 

EQ Haven  

Mandy Coslett runs EQ Haven at Bellmount Forest, where 
we met in her comfy ‘Daisy’s Cabin’ and talked about EAT. 
Mandy says anyone struggling with mental health, autism, 
or transitioning to a new direction in life may benefit from 
EAT. She has several staff, and offers the service to adults 
and children, mostly in one-on-one sessions. 

The origins of the EAT style practised at EQ Haven are in 
Gestalt Therapy, and therapists are trained at the Equine 
Psychotherapy Institute based in Daylesford, Victoria. The 
horses at EQ Haven are special, 
most being retired from racing or 
from injury. ‘Katie’ is a favourite 
(pictured).  

The horse is never ‘used’ to help 
people. Rather, the horse is 
‘engaged’ to interact with them. 
With horses being a ‘prey, play 
and herd’ animal, they can 
connect well with people, and it’s 
a key part of the therapy that the 
client learns and practises some emotion-regulation and 
body-awareness skills before approaching the horse. 

The initial meeting with a horse begins with the client 
seeking ‘consent’ from the horse to engage with it. From 
there, different interactions may occur, and the client is 
encouraged to reflect on the horse’s behaviour and their 
own response to that behaviour. Working with a horse in 
this way is sometimes a safer place from which a person 
can explore difficult feelings and situations, rather than 
engaging with people only. 

Clients may get to groom or stroke the horses, but Mandy 
stresses that EQ Haven is not a traditional riding school. 
Also, many people arrive with some fear about being in the 
country where they might encounter snakes and large 
unfamiliar animals, so she places a high priority on safety 
and wellbeing. She has an extensive set of policies and 
procedures that foster this. The facilities at EQ Haven are 
purpose-built with a large fenced arena and a smaller 
covered yard for use when needed.  

Down the track, Mandy hopes to introduce such other 
options as twilight or sunrise sessions, family sessions, and 
self-care sessions that will include yoga and art. EQ Haven 
has a ‘give-back’ culture as well, with all proceeds from 
horse manure sales going to a Youth Homelessness 
organisation in Queanbeyan.  

Chris Perry 

Chris Perry ran a therapy workshop in Gundaroo for veterans 
several years ago. Chris knew a veteran who was struggling, 
and she wanted to learn techniques for helping this person 
and others. She became trained in Emotional Freedom 

Technique (EFT), which is a simple but effective method to 
help calm the Amygdala – the part of the human brain that 
helps regulate emotions. It involves self ‘tapping’ on key 
points of the body whilst using affirmations. 

A suitable facility became available on Marked Tree Road, 
with workshop space, many acres of nature for exploring, 
accommodation, and horses, and so, a date was set. 
Several therapists were brought on board to offer a range 
of services, including Equine Assisted Therapy.  

Attendees were encouraged to engage with horses and to 
tune in to the ’heart-energy’ that Chris says all horses exude. 
Others have described this heart energy as a ‘golden thread 
of energy’ (Candida Baker, SMH, November 5, 2021). The 
veterans also spent time with the horses grooming, washing 
and bush walking, and it became clear they were benefiting 
from being able to open-up about their experiences. 
Afterwards the veterans reported that the horses had been 
‘key’ to the success of the workshop, and those close to the 
attendees reported noticing a positive difference. 

Although no further workshops have been held, Chris 
continues to treat people from all walks of life using EFT and it 
is obvious that she loves this work.  

A client’s experience 

Finally, I talked with someone who has actually used EAT to 
support them through a difficult period in their life. I thought 
it was important to get the perspective of a client/student of 
EAT because it’s all about them when we boil it all down. 

For anonymity, I’ll name her Cindy.  

Cindy was parenting a teenager on her own, and struggling 
with this, when she discovered EAT. Originally the therapy was 
for her teenage daughter, who Cindy says: “refused to do 
anything at the time”, including going to school. Her daughter 
agreed to try EAT and ended up loving it. One of the big 
positives for Cindy was that she got to have one-on-one time 
with her daughter in the car.  

At some point later, Cindy herself started doing sessions and 
found that being with these “huge and solid” animals was 
“comforting”. She says the EAT sessions reminded her that she 
is “powerless over others” – the horses could not be forced to 
do anything that they didn’t want to do. The opportunity to 
work with different horses meant she was able to reflect on 
her own responses to different humans. For instance, how she 
reacts when working with a ‘dominant’ horse as opposed to a 
more passive horse. 

At the time, Cindy’s partner had just moved into the household, 
and she says that EAT helped her adjust to this big change. 
Interacting with the horses reminded her that in a relationship it 
“wasn’t all about me”, and it helped her clarify and understand 
her fear of “losing her independence” in the relationship. She 
feels that horses are unique in the therapy space because they 
‘get’ people and because they are a herd animal. 

Compelling research 

I found these stories exciting and persuasive, but I recognised 
that they are personal and were told to me by experienced 
practitioners in business. So, for some objectivity, I had a look 
at some of the literature on Equine Assisted Interventions 
such as that commissioned by Sherony Park and conducted by 
Canberra academic Dr Stephanie Koorey in June 2019. 

The review consulted peer-reviewed academic reports, case 
studies and clinical trials and one newspaper article. It can be 
found on the Sherony Park website at 
https://www.sheronypark.com.au/equine-assisted-learning-
therapy/.  

(Concluded on page 10) 

https://www.sheronypark.com.au/equine-assisted-learning-therapy/
https://www.sheronypark.com.au/equine-assisted-learning-therapy/
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(Continued from page 9) 

Despite some limitations in the research reviewed, the 
review concludes that “there appears to be a strong case 
that structured professional programs with appropriately 
qualified facilitators and counsellors using horses in 
unmounted activities can be an effective form of therapy 
for a range of mental, emotional and behavioural 
behaviours”. This aligns with the conclusions of an earlier 
literature review by Kendall et al (2015) and a case study 
by Kakacek & Ottens (2008). All agree that more 
quantitative and qualitative research is needed.  

Whilst the academic world insists there is not enough 
rigorously produced evidence to support a case for the 
benefits of EAT for mental health, this horsey-counsellor-girl 
is convinced that it works. You couldn’t sustain yourself in 
this field for long, either financially or emotionally, if it didn’t 
work. And as for the difficulty in answering ‘why horses?’ or 
finding the exact words to describe the unique 
communication that goes on between horses and humans? 
Well maybe some things must remain a mystery. It’s enough 
just to know it exists, and, if you’re lucky, to experience it. 
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In Living Memory  

An easy-to-read authentic history  

of Gundaroo during two decades  

of social change, told by those  

who lived in Gundaroo then. 

The perfect Christmas or  
birthday gift for anyone with  

links to Gundaroo or an  
interest in social history.  

With over 500 remastered  
photos from the period (can be  

ordered individually) and almost  
500 pages of stories to make you laugh and cry, this  

three-volume set in an attractive slip-cover will resonate  
with the old, inform the young, and bring to light a  

fascinating history for those who live here. 

Price $150 (including GST) 

Available at The National Library of Australia bookshop, 
Paperchain Bookstore at Manuka, and Gundaroo Grocer.  

Also available from the author at 
gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com  
or  
online at www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au 

mailto:gundarooinlivingmemory@gmail.com
http://www.gundarooinlivingmemory.com.au/
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Gundaroo School News 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As we come to the end of the 2021 school year, we 
reflect on yet another year of unexpected events. 
As they always do, the Gundaroo Public School 
community has rallied and adapted, treating each 
new challenge as an opportunity. To say I am proud 
to be a part of this amazing school would be an 
understatement.  

In our final weeks we have had a number of 
events. In Week 8 our Year 5 students presented 
their school captains’ speeches to the school via 
Zoom. They all spoke so well, and their 
understanding of leadership and how they would 
approach this as a school leader, was inspiring.  

In Week 9 we had our Year 6 Farewell. A 
wonderful group of parents volunteered their 
time to host a night to remember with a red 
carpet, arrival interviews and a media wall. It is 
always an emotional night as we say goodbye to 
the leaders of our school, but it was a beautiful 
celebration of their primary school years.  

In Weeks 10 and 11 we finally had our Bike 
Weeks, which had been postponed a number of 
times due to rain. It is always wonderful to watch 
the skills of our students rapidly improve, and it 
was also a nice way to finish the year.  

Our P&C continued their amazing work – running a 
sausage sizzle at the local governments election, 
held at the school on December 4th, and preparing 
to host a cake stall at the Gundaroo Community 
Expo on decmber 11th. It has been a difficult year 
for our P&C with limited fundraising opportunities. 
But as always this amazing group continued to 
volunteer their time and energy to the school.  

As a result, the students have benefited from a new 
class set of laptops, a filming studio space and 
equipment, new library shelving, air conditioning 
for the classroom, new sets of home and classroom 
readers, and a resurfaced cricket pitch. It is 
incredible for a small school to have these 
resources, and we are so grateful to the P&C for 
their tireless efforts to support our students.  

The final event of the year is our awards 
ceremony and announcement of the 2022 
captains. As I submit this, the event is yet to take 
place so we will share photos early next year. The 
P&C are making this event even more special for 
our students, providing a special breakfast treat 
box for them to enjoy as they watch the 
ceremony, because we sadly could not host our 
traditional Community Breakfast this year.  

As we finish this year we have some changes in 
staffing. We extend our gratitude to the 
wonderful staff who leave us at the end of this 
term – Mrs Suzie Benson, Mrs Bonnie Robertson, 
Mrs Sarah Dunkerley and Mr Norm Betts – and 
wish them all the best in their next adventures. 
We also say a temporary goodbye to Mrs Liz Harris 
who is taking a year of leave.  

We thank everyone for their support throughout 
the year, and we look forward to working together 
with our community in 2022.   

Have a safe and happy break.  

 

Rebecca Harris  

Principal 

 
Farewell to our amazing Year 6 students of 2021. We are so proud of you and will miss you all very much.  
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Traditional Christmas Cake (from p 13) ← 

Ingredients 

125gm butter             2 tbs almond essence 
250gm sugar             2 tbs vanilla essence 
6 egg yolks             2 tbs rosewater 
3 egg whites             2 tbs brandy 
125gm semolina              2 tbs honey 
50gm chopped candied peel             250gm chopped pumpkin jam 
50gm chopped glace cherries           120gm slivered almonds 
50gm raisins              120gm chopped raw cashews 
50gm currants               ½ tsp ground cardamom 
225gm sultanas               ½ tsp ground cinnamon 
100gm chopped preserved ginger     ½ tsp ground nutmeg or mace 
50gm chopped crystalized pawpaw   ½ tsp ground cloves 

Method 

Put all the fruit into a bowl with the honey, brandy and the three 
essences. Cover and leave for 24 hours. 

Line a 10x11 inch cake tin with several layers of baking paper, and 
grease the top layer well. 

Cream the butter and sugar, add the egg yolks and beat until light. 
Gradually fold in the semolina then the pumpkin jam. Add the fruit 
mixture and the cashews, almonds and spices. 

Beat the egg whites and fold into the mix. 

Pour the mixture into the cake tin and put into a 150 deg oven. 
After one hour, lower the temperature to 120 deg and bake for 
another hour. Cover with foil if it browns too quickly. 

Remove from the oven and allow to cool completely before turning 
out of the tin. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 

 

Sweet Christmas spice 

I have decided to bake two cakes this Christmas. I had 
been reading an old file of food notes from Sri Lanka when 
two recipes caught my attention and instantly reminded 
me of Christmases past and the seductive umami 
combination of sweet fruits and exotic spices.  

Both these cakes, a Traditional Christmas Cake and a 
Ceylon Love Cake are delicious and a pleasure to prepare.  

The history of Sri Lanka is a succession of conquering 
colonial influences from the Portuguese to the Dutch to 
the British, all wanting to control the spice trade. They 
have all left their mark in one form or another with the 
Dutch Burgher community most responsible for the spicing 
up of traditional European cooking, especially the 
Christmas cake. The origins of the Ceylon Love Cake are 
unknown, but it is regularly brought out on birthdays and 
other family celebrations. 

If you want to try these recipes, 
the ingredients for the cakes are 
readily available in Australia 
except for the ‘pumpkin jam’ in 
the Christmas cake. The pumpkin 
in this case is a jungle melon that 
grows in the Sri Lankan rain 
forests, sometimes called ‘chow 
chow’ in Chinese cooking. The jam 
can be found in some Asian spice 
shops, but an alternative is 250 
grams of melon and ginger jam.  

Try to use the freshest of ground 
spices to ensure maximum flavour. 

Fresh cashews are not available in Australia but ‘raw’ ones 
are, as opposed to roasted, and are available in spice and 
health food stores, as are the candied and dried fruits. 

As we travelled backwards 
and forwards to Sri Lanka in 
the 1970s, we were 
frequently asked to bring 
packets of Australian raisins, 
currents and sultanas, as they 
were highly sought after for 
Christmas cooking and were 
very expensive to purchase 
locally, or to ‘get down’ from 
Fortnum and Masons in London.  

Celebrating Christmas in 
summer, as we do, 
suggests more flexible 
wine matching than the 
traditional choices, 
although an aged Muscat 
is always hard to beat with 
a piece of Christmas cake. 
Sparkling wines are always 
good with these cakes and 
any chilled white with some body, a Chardonnay or an off-
dry Riesling should do the trick. 

On the subject of wines, I would like to give a shout out to 
our local wine producers.  Many of the smaller wineries in 
the Canberra District are totally dependent on Cellar Door 
sales, and for the past year or so have really taken a hit as a 
result of COVID-19 restrictions. When you’re planning your 
Christmas cheer, please consider taking a short, pleasant 
drive to some of these wineries to taste and buy their wines. 

Log onto canberrawines.com.au for locations and wine lists. 

Bon apetit, and enjoy a happy, safe and loving Christmas 
and New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceylon Love Cake 
Ingredients 

350gm chopped raw cashews 

250gm semolina 

50gm chopped crystalized pawpaw  

50gm sugar 

50gm butter  

Grated rind of half a lemon 

½ tsp ground cardamom 

½ tsp ground cinnamon 

½ tsp ground nutmeg or mace 

2 tbs honey 

1 tbs vanilla essence 

2 tbs rosewater 

9 eggs      Another of many  

      Love Cake variations 

 

 

Method 

Put the semolina into a dry saucepan and gently roast it until it  
begins to colour.  

Cream the butter then add the semolina, pawpaw, lemon rind, 
nutmeg, cardamom, honey, cinnamon, vanilla essence and rosewater. 
Mix well, cover and put aside for an hour or so. 

   Line a 25x28cm cake tin with 2 or 3 layers of greased paper. 

 Beat the egg yolks reserving the separated whites from 6 eggs. Add 
    the sugar gradually and beat until thick. Add the semolina mixture  
    and fold in the chopped cashew nuts. Beat the egg whites until  
      stiff and fold into the cake mixture. Pour into the cake tin.     

       Place in an oven preheated to 150 degrees and when it starts to   
    colour turn down to 120. Total cooking time should be around 90 
mins. The cake should be a little moist when removed from the oven. 

Leave to cool and cut into small squares whilst in the tin. Do not 
attempt to turn out the cake itself. 

 

mailto:geoff@gundogestate.com.au
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SUMMER TRADING HOURS (EXCEPT CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR –SEE P3) 
 Shop  Takeaway Post Office 

Mon & Tues 8am to 6pm 8am to 6pm 8am to 5.30pm 

Wed to Fri 8am to 7pm 8am to 7pm 8am to 5.30pm 

Saturday 9am to 4pm 9am to 2.30pm 9am to 12pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm 10am to 2pm CLOSED 

TAKEAWAY SPECIALS 
Check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page, phone us, or ask at the shop.   

Hot organic BBQ chickens available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 

PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

RESUMING IN 2022 

Please phone for an appointment or for class details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

A periodic column about matters natural 

by Sue McIntyre

Mid-level perching opportunities 
With its history of sheep grazing, vegetation clearing and 
fertiliser use, the structural diversity in the open parts of 
Gang Gang was low when we first saw it in 2004. There 
were scattered trees, very short grass and some stunted 
shrubs. In other words, there were very few places a bird 
could pause that were not on the ground, or on the trunk 
or foliage of a tree. As an ornithologist would put it, the 
‘mid-level perching opportunities’ for birds were limited. In 
terms of habitat quality, this represents quite a big 
deficiency for some types of birds. 

Species that snatch, pounce and/or hawk for food on the 
ground, or just above it, use a perch from which to conduct 
their sallies. It is also where they sit to savour their catch.  
Insects, spiders, small mammals and reptiles are all potential 
food. The perch needs to be 1–4 metres high, with a clear view 
up, down and all around, to watch for prey and to avoid 
becoming prey. The birds also need quite a number of this 
type of perch in order to have a large enough area to forage.  
A single site would soon be exhausted of available food. 

Cosying up to a red peg on the clothesline, this male Scarlet 
Robin provided a demonstration of pouncing from an open 

perch of medium height at the very moment I was wondering 
where I might obtain such an illustration for this article. The 

perfect moment, though a less than perfect photo. 

Historically, large fallen trees and branches, and low-hanging 
dead branches would have provided the perches. Luckily, 
fence posts have provided a substitute on farms where many 
trees have disappeared. A range of species now hunt for 
food from fences, e.g. a variety of robins, Willie Wagtails, 
Kookaburras and Jacky Winters. Many other birds use them 
for casual perching. 

Gang Gang lacked the helpful surrogate habitat that 
internal fences might have provided.  We'd installed widely 
scattered star pickets to mark plots or support tree guards, 
but it was only when we erected clusters of grazing 
exclosures that the Willie Wagtails decided that our 
landscape was suitable for settling-in and breeding. In the 
two open areas where we provided 50 or more perches 
over a couple of hectares, the wagtails have taken over the 
sites with their bustling presence. We are delighted to have 

these exuberant birds around, bringing back childhood 
memories of their boldness and evocative calling on hot 
summer nights. 

One day late last summer, the wind bought down a very 
large branch of a Yellow Box, about 15 metres from the 
front windows of the house. As the leaves browned during 
autumn, it became an eyesore, and although we were not 
planning to do more than allow the branch to lie in place, 
we did decide to remove all the smaller leafy branches, 
leaving it looking like this: 

Within a couple of days, a Kookaburra was seen using the 
branch as a perch. It was scrutinising the ground and 
pouncing on insects and small lizards at regular intervals.  
We had opened up a rich new feeding ground for a pair of 
Kookaburras – one that they used all winter. 

Around mid-November, we had more evidence that we had 
helped create a valuable resource. A pair of Dollarbirds 
started using the very same branch. They displayed all 
three foraging methods: pouncing onto the ground, making 
sallies over to the nearby tree trunk to snatch spiders from 
the vertical surface, and plucking insects from the air, 
returning to the perch. 

This was our first close-up viewing of Dollarbirds on Gang 
Gang. Starting with only fleeting visits as they passed 
through on their way to and from New Guinea, in the last 
decade we have sighted them more often. There was  
evidence of them breeding in the local area two summers 
ago, and now they stay for up to a month in early and late 
summer. But until this year they had mostly been seen 
distantly silhouetted on large dead trees. Now, as they sit 
on their new perch, we can enjoy the details of their 
velvety plumage and cute teddy bear looks. The bright 
orange beak contrasts with their over-all blue hue that 
even infuses their startling white wing discs. Moreover, 
they have been displaying distinct signs of romance in the 
form of aerial displays and mutual feeding. Maybe a family 
is on the way? 

December 2021 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

  

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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The  team  at  GAWS   would  like  to thank the  people  of  Gundaroo  and  the 

surrounding districts for your support throughout the year.  
We are taking a break over Christmas, and apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

We hope that you too  can take some time to spend with family and friends.  

Our best wishes to you and your family for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and 
we look forward to working with you in 2022! 

Christmas Trading hours 
Friday 24th December ― Open 8am to 12pm  

Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28th December ―  Closed 
Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th December  ― Open 8am to 5pm  

Friday 31st  December  to Sunday 2nd January  ― Closed 
Monday 3rd January ― Open normal trading hours 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Slugs and snails 
With huge amounts of anticipation, I wait and wait 
and wait every year for Melbourne Cup day and the 
‘promise’ that the frosts are over for another year. 

Then in my freshly improved veg beds I plant out my 
slightly advanced (having planted seeds in September 
in my hothouse) tomatoes, zucchini, basil, cucumbers, 
and any other treasures I deem growable or exciting. 

If you are not prepared, you will return to examine 
your pride and joy the next day, only to find them all 
devoured by snails, slugs and Slater beetles or 
anything that feels hungry as they stroll past the new 
yummy plants. 

It’s devastating when all that work and anticipation 
wipes out your vegetable seedlings in one munch. 
Slugs and snails are insidious. Sometimes hard to find, 
they remain one of a gardener’s worst enemies and 
are able to consume several times their own body 
weight of your favourite plants in one sitting. 

Salt was used many years ago and was a wonderful 
deterrent around your treasured plants, but it 
dissolves quickly and can cause potential harm to your 
soil and other wildlife. If you live near the coast you 
can use seaweed, which will provide an effective 
barrier around the garden. 

Wood ash works for a while but like many natural 
treatments it works in some gardens and not others. 
Other folk swear by grit or eggs shells – some slugs 
and snails hate it, while others slide intrepidly across 
without a backward glance. 

Traditional slug pellets they work really well. But your 
use could depend on your infestation or your 
determination to go natural, because they can contain 
metaldehyde, which can be harmful to wildlife. Birds, 
frogs and other animals are unlikely to eat the pellets, 
but may eat the slug or snail corpse. 

In the perfect garden, the ideal natural control of 
slugs and snails is to encourage natural predators into 
your garden – frogs and birds. And this method really 
only works as long as the control you use doesn’t 
cause harm to them.  

Here are some methods that have a high rate of 
success. 

*Coffee grounds    Spread them around plants to 
deter slugs and snails and to benefit the soil as well. 

*Beer trap    Slugs and snails love beer. A small tub in 
your garden attracts them, they get drunk, fall in and 
drown. My problem is that my dogs love beer as well, 
so this solution doesn’t work in my garden 

*Egg shells and sea shells    These can work for a 
while, and create a barrier around your plants – at 
least temporarily. 

*Diatomaceous earth    Finely ground fossil remains 
of freshwater prehistoric diatoms is an abrasive 
powder – slugs cannot cross it. It may be worth a go. 

*Copper tape    iThis s a great barrier, as slugs and 
snails cannot cross it. Using a ring around individual 
plants will prevent them getting to the plants. 

*Slug and snail repellent plants     Garlic, chamomile 
and chives can work to some degree, but I have a leek 
(a relative of garlic) infested with snails.  

*Wool waste products     Shoddy is a by-product of 
the wool manufacturing process. When turned into 
pellets, you can spread around the plants as a barrier. 
When the pellets swell, they release little wool fibres 
that are an irritant to slugs and snails. The pellets 
degrade over time and become organic matter and 
plant food in the soil.  

*Nematodes    A biological control, Nematodes are 
effective in small gardens, best used early in the 
season and easy to apply. Simply add nematodes to a 
watering can and spread the solution around the soil. 
Nematodes penetrate the slug and snails, and infect 
and kill them 

*Wheat bran or corn bran    Slugs and snails are killed 
by eating small poles or rings of bran. This method is 
well-used with success, but need to be replenished a 
lot. But it is easy to buy from your local store.  

*Organic slug pellets    Iron phosphate rather than 
metaldehyde, and approved for organic gardening. You 
don’t need much, so use sparingly. There is evidence of 
them killing earth worms and reports of dogs becoming 
unwell after ingestion – so keep the dogs away, as you 
would with all other treatments. 

If you are really keen to work without chemicals, I 
recommend trying everything (one at a time) and 
hopefully you will find one that works. Otherwise use 
the tried and true pellets, eliminate as many of slugs 
and snails as possible so that the numbers are more 
manageable, and you can at least squash them when 
they are out and about. 

December 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: dssutton@bigpond.com  

Christmas trading 
Closing Thursday 23 December 
Opening Monday 24 January 

mailto:dssutton@bigpond.com
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Wildcare  
by Bec Quinn  

 

Lucky ‘Lego’ 

Everyone living in the region will be aware of the 
abundant rainfall we have experienced this spring. 
Combined with the warm weather, turtles can be 
seen basking on our roadways, or crossing to the 
other side.  

Reptiles are slow moving and, being small, are more 
difficult to see. As a result, they are often injured by 
motor vehicles. If you find an injured turtle on the 
road, please call Wildcare on 6299 1966. Our 
helpline is operational 24/7. 

You may feel confident to rescue it yourself. Be 
aware of your personal safety at all times, 
especially when rescuing near a road. Park your 
car off the road where it is clearly visible to 
oncoming traffic. Check that there is no 
approaching traffic before moving towards the 
turtle and picking it up. This can be done by 
holding the turtle by the head (it won’t bite), and 
tail-end of its shell. It is not recommended to 
hold it by the sides, as turtles can release a 
smelly liquid as a defence against predators.  

This is ‘Lego’, an Eastern long-necked turtle – injured,  
rescued,  cared for and released. (Described below) 

Place it in a box or pillowcase and call Wildcare to 
arrange a drop-off point for the turtle. If it is badly 
injured and the internal body cavity or organs are 
visible, please take it to a vet immediately. Turtles 
with suspected injuries should not be placed in 
water as this can contaminate the wounds. 

Healthy, uninjured turtles can be moved off the 
road, by picking them up in the manner described, 
and releasing them as far off the road as possible 
in the direction they were travelling.  

REMEMBER, the safety of you and other members 
of the public, including other motorists, is the most 
important thing. Do NOT proceed with a rescue if it 
is unsafe to do so. 

‘Lego’, an eastern long-necked turtle (pictured), 
was found on the road by a member of the public. 
He had been hit by a car and was badly injured, his 
front leg requiring amputation by the vet. 
Following this, he spent five months in the care of 
a specialised reptile rehabilitator before being 
released. 

December 2021 

Gundaroo House and Baby Sitting 

Need a babysitter? 

Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 
hours and want your kids looked after by:  

✓ Experienced babysitters 
✓ At reasonable rates 
✓ Available most evenings 

    and weekends 
✓ References available 

Going away, and need a house sitter?  
Want to leave your pets at home  
and have the garden looked after by: 

✓ Experienced pet sitters,  
    staying in your home 

✓ In business since 2016 
✓ At reasonable rates 
✓ Referees available 

Who are we? 
We are Nikita and Grace and have grown up in the 

village. We go to Dickson College and were long-time 
Scout members. 

Contact us:  
Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
Email: gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 
 

I’m writing a book about all the 
things I should be doing in my life. 

It’s called an oughtobiography. 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Gundaroo Goats ‘on top of’ ladder 
after washouts and a forfeit 

The month of November has been a bit of a nightmare for 
the Senior Goats, with no cricket games played. A 
combination of wet conditions and a forfeit from the 
opposition has meant the only action the team has seen 
has been a few short net sessions and few longer sessions 
farewelling Choppy's custodianship of the pub.  

The ladder has the Goats on top. But with most teams having 
played only one game, this doesn't mean much. Hopefully the 
weather clears up over the next couple of weeks so we can get 
some time in the middle before the Christmas break. 

Junior Goats 
In contrast, the Junior Goats 
have been having a great 
time at their Friday night 
sessions. Although rain (or 
at least the threat of it) has 
persisted for pretty much 
every session, the kids have 
had a great time, learning 
new skills, running around, 
making noise and generally 
having fun.             
               Rains arrive on a cold Friday 

The groups are split at the start of the session into Junior 
and Master Blasters. Juniors play a bunch of games and 
practice their skills, while the Masters have been playing 
games, with scoring in pairs a combination of runs, bowling, 
fielding and effort. The improvement after three weeks is 
visible, particularly in the bowling, with some massive 
scores being racked up. 

Gundaroo Goats have a stand at the Gundaroo Community 
Expo on December 11th, with prizes, merchandise and fun 
games for kids. This is a great opportunity to get down and 
meet the volunteers running the program and maybe sign 
up your kids.  

This is the last Gazette before February. Let us all hope the 
forecast wet summer has some periods dry 
enough for us to enjoy some good matches and 
justify being at the top of the ladder!  

We are always on the lookout for new players. 
If you’re new to the village or new to the game 
of cricket, or both, and keen for a run, contact 
Mark Graeme on 0409 689 186 or me, Sean 
Egan, on 0405 149 600.  

We wish all our supporters and our community 
a merry Christmas and a good start to, 
hopefully, a prosperous new year.  

Sean Egan 
 

Sutton Mobile 
Rural 

Stockfeeds 
Sutton Pony Club car park, 

opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays: 7am to 1.30pm 
Wednesdays: 3pm to 6pm 
Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 

Pay by card or cash 

Wong & Li Home Cleaning Service 
Sutton and Gundaroo 

ABN: 13804259575 

We are a husband-and-wife home cleaning service team.  
At the moment, we operate in Sutton and Gundaroo  

on Saturdays only. 

If you require casual occasional help in cleaning or on a 
permanent fortnightly basis, please contact me (Robert) to 

discuss your needs. We are more than pleased  

to come over and give you a quote. 
Thank you! 

Robert Wong mobile: 0422 619 396 

A pandemic chuckle  

During lockdown, I saw my neighbour 
talking to her cat. It was obvious the poor 

lady though the cat understood her.  

I came inside and told my dog. 
We both laughed.  
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    Another smile to end with 

 

• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

GoodWords 
Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  
   Accessible 
    Local 

Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

Just in case you think 

you’re smarter than 

the previous generation 
…  …  … 

Fifty years ago the 

owner’s manual of a car 

showed you how to 

adjust the valves. 

 

Today, the manual warns 

you not to drink the 

contents of the battery. 

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the start of November. This is projected to change 

again by mid-December. Guests should contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks.  
Contact details remain as listed. 

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday: 5pm to 7.30pm  
Friday: 5pm to 8pm 
Saturday: 11am to 8pm  
Sunday  11am to 7.30pm 
Seating limits:  22 inside, 30 outside  
  Bookings preferred. Masks required. 

Gundaroo Inn 
23 Cork Stree 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly 
atmosphere. Live music often. Takeaway food available.  

Trading hours may change as the new management 
settles on a workable routine with enough staff.  
For now, be guided by the following initial plan,  

and keep checking during December and January. 
Bar:  
Wednesday to Sunday  3pm till late 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm till late  
Restaurant: Seating limited inside. Booking advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Wednesday to Sunday (11.30am 3pm) 
Dinner: Wednesday to Sunday (5.30 to 9pm) 
Bookings by phone. (Online booking planned.) 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers. (See ad on page 14.) 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday to Monday  10am to 5pm 
For seated wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits 
numbers. Booking advisable, via phone or email.  
(See ad on page 12.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45am onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food and live music events, see 
ad on page 8 and visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities are 

recommencing in accordance with official  
COVID-safe conditions.  

Catholic 
St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Recommenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church  
(Cork Street)  
Recommenced with conditions and limits 

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: The Ven R Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 
Recommenced with conditions and limits 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended  
Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services (Currently suspended) 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Community Noticeboard 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Website www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/


         The Gundaroo Gazette     December 2021 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Extra help welcome.  

e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  

Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  

Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  

Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  

Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  

The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Yass River–Nanima 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6100 6252 (Duty Officer) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Eamon Ryan, Bill Ryan) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm Watson) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 
Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Cathy Stephenson Morning Street 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Lisa Bell Lot Street 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Joselyn Udy Rosamel Street 0488 089 067 
 

Anthony Fitzgerald 
 

Morning Street 0459 555 181 

Emily Wallis Morning Street 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Julie Jefferson Lute Street 0412 627 788 
 

Darren Schoevers Cork Street 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

Buranda Lane 0427 300 393 

Gina Collins 
(Admin matters) 
 

Cork Street 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
mailto:ginacollins56@bigpond.com

