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Community matters 
COVID-19 marches on and continues, 
understandably, to dominate the daily 
news.  

Gundaroo residents 
deserve praise and 
our thanks for 
continuing to keep 
Gundaroo ‘out of 
the spotlight’, 
despite our 
proximity and 
regular permitted 
travel in and out of 
the ACT.  

So many stories of 
random kindness 
and generosity are 
being shared that they are almost too 

common to relate. But one last 
week caught the imagination of 
The Gundaroo Gazette.  

Pictured here are 
Harper and Erin, 
who celebrated the 
birthday of Harper’s 
dog ‘Ollie’ by giving 
away scrumptious 
donuts to allcomers 
(‘limit 1 per 
household 
member’) outside 
TinShed Bread in 
Cork St. Harper and 
Erin had plenty of 
‘customers’.  

Another story of note is the still-
being-upgraded Gundaroo Park 
bike track. It has been ‘finished 
enough’ to have become a hub of 
activity during these restricted 
social times, shown here on 
Friday 8th. What a wonderful 
community facility this will be 
when finished.  
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Quotes for the month 
“A body of men holding themselves accountable to nobody  

ought not to be trusted by anybody.” 

Thomas Paine (1737–1809) 
English-born American political activist, pamphleteer, political theorist and 

revolutionary. Influential in the American War of Independence.  

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 

interest but each of you to the interests of others.”  

Philippians 2: 3,4 
New Testament, New International Version Study Bible 

LATE FINAL EXTRA ! 

Seal part of Back Creek Rd  
On the afternoon of Friday 8 October, 

State MP for Goulburn and Mayor of Yass 
Valley Council announced a State grant of 

$2.9 million towards sealing part of 
Back Creek Road.  

The grant has been offered under the  
NSW Fixing Local Roads Program. 

In the past two decades, Back Creek Rd 
has gradually transformed from a 

‘remote’ rural road to being almost a 
‘commuter’ road, with ever-increasing 
daily traffic that surges further when 

high rainfall reduces travel options over 
causeways on other routes from Yass 

River Rd and Dicks Creek Rd.  
The Gundaroo Gazette spoke to several 

road regulars, who were complimentary 
about the news.  

Answers to the most asked questions are 
that the grant is for tree removal and road 
sealing for about 5km from Sutton Rd, but 
doesn’t include the causeway (ineligible 

under this grant program). Council intends 
to apply for other grant funds for that work.  

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS

Gundaroo Park getting 
plenty of use 
Even with no community sport 
happening, school holidays and COVID 
restrictions have seen increased usage 
of Gundaroo Park in recent weeks.  

Unfortunately COVID-generated delays 
and wet weather are still affecting the 
current projects, but there’s been good 
progress on the new Amenities Block 
and the bike track (pictured on page 1).  

Chair of the Gundaroo Park Land 
Manager Board, Ron Miller, gave The 
Gundaroo Gazette an update on the 
current improvements being made to 
this valuable community resource.  

Amenities block. The main infrastructure 
is done, and the last of the plumbing and 
septic also. The electrical fit-out including 
a new three-phase supply for the Men’s 
Shed (extra work and materials donated 
by the contractor Barry Butler from Aztec 
Electrics of Sutton) suggests an end-of-
October finish, subject to getting the 
materials.  

Bike track.  The main outline of the bike 
track has been set up during a couple of 
dry days’ work by local Bobcat ‘sculptor’ 
Lou Jenal, working from a plan set out by 
Ryan Talbot and Damian Geary with 
valuable input of local bike riders. The 
final layout will be decided after more 
trial use, followed by sealing of part of 
the pump-track sections.  

Playground shade and solar system. The 
playground shade is still being held up by 
COVID delays in production of the kit and 
big rises in the price of steel, requiring 
some re-design.  

Camping. The Park should re-open to 
camping in the near(ish) future, subject 
to COVID restrictions and our ability to 
monitor usage and access. The delay 
might have a silver lining in that the 
ground might be a bit drier by the time 
we start getting visitors. 

School library and book 
club partner up 
Gundaroo School Library has partnered 
with the ‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ book 
club to stock the books on the club’s 
‘to-be-read’ list for this season.  

Gundaroo Loves Books coordinator, 
Kylie Bourne, told The Gundaroo 
Gazette: “This is a wonderful school 
initiative, as part of its library’s ‘adults 
section’, to encourage parents, carers 
and community members to make use 
of the facility”.  

Members of Gundaroo Loves Books 
choose their next reading list by voting 
on books they’ve ‘pitched’. This year, 
that list was handed to Principal, Bec 
Harris, who arranged for the books to be 
stocked so that anyone in the community 
can borrow and enjoy them.  

Other Gundaroo book clubs are invited 
to contact the school and have their 
reading lists stocked as well.  

Possible legal threat to 
community Facebook pages  
Administrators and users of community 
Facebook pages could become liable for 
defamatory comments, as a result of a 
High Court ruling last month.  

The High Court ruled that media outlets 
are responsible for user comments on 
their Facebook pages, and could thereby 
be liable in any defamation action 
against those comments.  

Although the ruling applied to the 
specifics of the case, legal and social 
media analysts believe it remains open 
as to whether the ruling could be applied 
beyond established media outlets to 
community Facebook pages as well.  

There are many community FB pages 
around the country, and they tend to be 
well-used, popular and valuable means of 
communication. But some administrators 
are reported to already be nervous about 
their responsibilities and concerned 
about the extra work to moderate all 
user comments, especially on locally 
contentious issues where some users  
can become less than civil.  

The Gundaroo Gazette has yet to speak 
with the administrators of Gundaroo’s 
three active community FB pages. 
However, it is a matter that governments 
are taking very seriously and analysts are  
expecting some more debate and 
decisions in the near future.  

Council elections open up 
Local government elections statewide are 
set for Saturday 4 December, and Yass 
Valley Council appears quite open.  

At least five of the nine current 
councillors are reported to be not 
standing again. And the remaining four 
Council positions can still be contested.  

Yass Valley Shire is not split into ‘Wards’, 
so ratepayers are asked to vote for all 
nine councillors, not a ‘local member’.  

Nominations for election close on 
Wednesday 3 November, and the ballot 
for the order on the voting paper wil be 
conducted on 4 November.  

For 26 years, well-known 
Gundaroo farmer and 
contractor Cecil Burgess 
has been Gundaroo’s  
go-to councillor, and may 
stand again. Cecil is yet to 
make that decision.  

Like other outlying rural 
localities and villages in 

the shire, Gundaroo must work hard for 
support in Council, and it is important to 
elect councillors who understand the 
issues of communities well beyond Yass.  

With a month to go for nominations, five 
candidates are known so far. These are 
current councillors Jasmin Jones, Mike 
Reid and Kim Turner, and two new 
nominations. There are sure to be more 
before 3 November.  

Gundaroo resident 
Iain Fyfe is standing 
as one of five Greens 
candidates, seeking 
Council’s operations 
to be inclusive, 
transparent, and 
environmentally 
sustainable. 

Long-time Yass resident 
landholder, Fleur 
Flanery is known to 
many in Gundaroo 
through landcare and 
her long executive 
career in ACT 
responsible for 
‘municipal services’ and 
strategic planning. She 

seeks to ensure that future development in 
the shire genuinely takes account of 
environmental and community objectives.  

Gundaroo Community Association hopes 
to hold a ‘meet the candidates’ session.  

News Shorts 
www.gundaroo.org awards 
Each month, our community website, 
www.gundaroo.org, profiles a 
Community Group of the Month and a 
Business of the Month. For October they 
are, respectively, Gundaroo Public 
School and Gundog Estate Cellar Door.  
Profiles are on www.gundaroo.org.  
Gundog owner and winemaker Matt 
Burton is one of eight finalists in the 
Gourmet Traveller WINE prestigious 
‘Winemaker of the Year’ award for 2021, 
to be announced on 15 October.  

Backyards flood … again 
The Gundaroo Gazette once again 
witnessed siginificant flooding through 
Lute St and Cork St backyards after the 
end-of-September rainfall brought the 
redirected runoff from the Common at 
higher velocity down the post-subdivision 
channel along eastern Lute St.  
This matter is noted here to remind 
Council that this Council-approved 
problem causes repeated damage to 
affected properties, and won’t fix itself.  

http://www.gundaroo.org/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

 
 
 

Weed spraying 

Biosecurity officers will begin spraying infestations of African 
lovegrass, Chilean needle grass and serrated tussock along village 
roadsides from Monday, 4 October. Signs will be displayed where 

spraying is taking place.  

Gundaroo Public School upgrades 

Council is seeking tenders for the Gundaroo Public School upgrades, 
including construction of a pedestrian refuge, new shared pathway, 
‘kiss and drop’ zone, disabled car park and formalised parking, and 

relocation of the bus zone. Council expects to appoint a contractor in 
November and will liaise with the school to deliver the upgrades 
funded by an $871,306 grant from the Federal and NSW Govts’ 
2021/22 School Zone Infrastructure Sub-Program Tranche 3. 

Amenities building upgrade 

The Gundaroo Recreation Ground amenities building upgrade is  
on track to be completed by the end of October. 

Re-Sheeting Program 

Gravel re-sheeting has been completed on Dicks Creek Road,  
Back Creek Road and Yass River Road. 

Waste Transfer Station 

After a short period of COVID-restricted opening hours, Gundaroo 
Transfer Station returned to normal opening times (Saturday/Sunday, 

9.00am to 5.00pm) on the weekend of 2–3 October.  

Free food and PPE packs 

Council has partnered with Vine Community FoodCare to coordinate 
emergency packs of free food and personal protective equipment 

(PPE) to vulnerable residents in need during the current COVID-19 
restrictions. These packs include basic items such as cereal, milk, 

pasta, tinned fruit, toothpaste, shampoo and more, and are available 
to people who live in Gundaroo. 

If you would like one of these packs or know someone in need, please 
call Lynette on 6226 9237. She will deliver the packs to you or provide 

no-contact pickup at the Yass Community Centre. 

Small business promotion 

Council has built an online directory on its website with the details of 
businesses that are still open and/or offering goods and services in 
some capacity during the lockdown. You can find the directory or 

nominate a business here:  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1268 . 

 

Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Restrictions back for Hall bookings 

The social distancing space for indoor meeting places 

has been been raised again to 4m
2

 per person. This 

reduces the maximum capacity in our main hall to 23, 

which once again limits the sorts of functions possible.  

Other conditions remain in place – signing in and out,  

social distancing, hand hygiene, and optional masks.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Annual General Meeting postponed from Monday  
27 September 2021 to a future date when COVID  

restrictions are lifted.  
The Historical Society’s calendar for 2022 will be on 

sale in early November. It has some great new 
photos of events, people and places from days past.  

Cost will remain at $15 each.  

historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com  
www.gundaroohistoricalsociety.com 

SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

From ‘The Desk’ 
Here is another shortened edition of ‘The Gundaroo 
Gazette’ – 20 pages – while your editor continues 
editing the memoir of a significant Australian.  

To join again with the other regulars (Gardens, 
Wildcare, Sport), we welcome back Sue McIntyre’s 
always informative ‘Indumentum’ and Geoff Burton’s 
‘Epicureanista’. Your editor can attest the pleasure 
of Geoff’s French Onion Soup with Cognac.  

Cate Thomas has written a feature celebrating the 
birth and 35 years (and counting) of ‘Gundaroo 
South Veterinary Clinic’ and its three proprietors. A 
great small piece of local history. Many of us are 
very familiar wih the clinic and the service our vets 
provide and we’re very grateful for it.  

‘The Gundaroo Gazette’, as always, thanks all our 
contributors, advertisers and RMB distributors, and 
DR Print, for helping it reach you, the reader.  

Please continue to do all you can to stay safe and 
well, keep Gundaroo COVID-free, support each other 
and our local businesses. And make good use of our 
two community FB pages and www.gundaroo.org.  

Until November 
Your Editor / Custodian 

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1268
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
http://www.gundaroohistoricalsociety.com/
mailto:gundaroogosh@gmail.com
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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Gundaroo School News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We finished our third term learning from home after a 
very brief time (one day) being back together at school. 

It was a lovely day, and we all enjoyed the opportunity 
to touch base before returning to stay-at-home orders 
for another fortnight. Teaching, learning and supporting 
children at home is a challenge for all involved, yet our 
community continues to make the experience as positive 
as possible.  

Our day at school was a good trial run for what it will 
look like when we do return. We very quickly realised 
the importance of facial expressions and voice 
projection, both of which are difficult for a teacher 
wearing a mask. As such, we are ready with masks 
with clear panels and voice amplifiers to make this 
easier for teachers and students in the classroom.  

Missing our students while they’re learning from 
home, the teachers sent home ‘Flat Teachers’ so they 

could go on adventures together, and they have been 
up to all sorts of things around the village. I have 
included some photos of the adventures of the ‘flat’ 
Gundaroo teachers.  

There will of course be cancelled events and a slightly 
different looking school day when we do return, but 
we know this is temporary. We will continue to find 
opportunities to learn and enjoy experiences together 
in new and different ways.  

It has been a big term, and on behalf of the 
Gundaroo Public School staff I extend our gratitude, 
thanks and enormous respect to our school 
community – the students, parents, and wider 
community who support us. 

Rebecca Harris 
Principal

 

   
    
 

 
 

Reflections on turning 75 
I had hoped to throw a party to celebrate being on this planet 
for three quarters of a century, but here we are all still in 
COVID-lockdown. 

People ask me how I'm coping with lockdown. I laugh and 
reply that for me, I'm seeing more people than ever walking 
around and exercising in this beautiful village of Gundaroo.  

Whereas I used to walk the dog during the week and meet 
no-one, now I’m aware of so many new young faces in the 
village. My daughter is working from home, and I’m lucky to 
have family close by in my lovely 'bubble' here in Gundaroo.  

Forget the party. I’m lucky enough to be surrounded by 
bees, butterflies, birds and blossoms, and so many happy, 
friendly faces in this Spring of 2021.  

I’ve realised something I’ve always known deep down. 
Our families and their health and happiness are so much 
more important than anything money can buy. Or, for that 
matter, than any party I could possibly throw to celebrate 
being alive and well and living in Gundaroo.  

How lucky are we? 

Ros Medaris 
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NSW Rural             c/– Post Office 
Fire Service          Gundaroo NSW 

                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Bush Fire Danger Period  

The Bush Fire Danger Period officially commenced 1 October 2021. No fires are to be lit for the purpose of hazard 
reduction without obtaining a Fire Permit.   

You can obtain a free Fire Permit by contacting one of our Permit Officers, Nick Drew 0411 410 903, Andrew Nicholls 0414 
824 176 or David Robinson 0414 369 214.  

Once you have obtained a Fire Permit, and at least 24 hours before lighting up, you must notify Yass Fire Control 
(Ph: 6226 3100 Monday to Friday during business hours) or online at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-
information/BFDP/burn-notifications and notify your surrounding neighbours. Using a Facebook page is helpful but is 
insufficient.  

On Total Fire Ban Days, the lighting of any fire is prohibited and your Fire Permit is automatically suspended. Always take 
care and remain vigilant when conducting your burn, and in an emergency, ring Triple Zero (000). Make sure your fire is fully 
extinguished when done and keep checking that it doesn’t reignite.  

Please note that Fire Permits are not required for fires for the purpose of cooking food, provided that the fire is in a 
permanently constructed fireplace, at a site surrounded by ground that is cleared of all combustible materials for a distance 
of at least two metres all around, and the fire is completely extinguished before leaving. It’s a good idea to have a water 
source, fire blanket or fire extinguisher on hand too. Fire pits and spits are very popular and have the potential to spark and 
cause a fire, so please be extra careful when using them. Call Triple Zero (000) quickly if your fire gets out of control.  

Make Your Fire Plan and Get-Ready 

Have you made or updated your Bush Fire Survival Plan? Have you started to Get-Ready for the upcoming fire season? If 
you haven’t, it’s not too late!  

Information is available online at www.myfireplan.com.au. Having a current plan will help you decide in the event of a 
bushfire if you will either LEAVE EARLY or STAY AND DEFEND. It’s your responsibility to have a current Bush Fire Survival 
Plan, remember you are preparing yourself, your family, your home, your pets and property. This year due to COVID 19 and 
its restrictions the Get-Ready Weekend was not held at our Fire Station but advertised for the Community to go online and 
access the information. If you missed it or want to revisit, go to www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/getready. 

Donations to our new Brigade Treasurer, Alex Hanner 

The Brigade welcomes at any time the generous donations from members and supporters. Such donations are well used.  

Direct transfer to: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade   BSB: 032746   Account No: 015969 

GRFB Training  

All training is not happening face-to-face due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our talented IT experts are working on delivering 
on-line training to keep members skilled up prior to summer. 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 

  

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686p 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
Volunteers always welcome.  

 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
http://www.myfireplan.com.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/getready


      The Gundaroo Gazette     October 2021 6 

French Onion Soup with Cognac  (from p7)     ← 

 

  Ingredients 

65g butter 
850g firm brown onions, sliced thinly 
1 tsp sugar 
1.4 litres good quality beef stock  
  (preferably home made) 
150ml dry white wine (Riesling) 
salt and pepper 
45ml Cognac 
1 loaf French baguette 
225g Gruyère cheese, grated. 

Method 

Melt the butter in a saucepan and gently fry the onions for 20 
mins until soft. Sprinkle over the sugar and continue to cook until 
golden brown. 

Add stock and white wine and bring to the boil. Reduce heat, cover 
and simmer for one hour. Season to taste and stir in the Cognac.  

Ten mins before soup is ready, slice the baguette into 2.5cm thick 
pieces and lightly toast. 

Grate the cheese and pile it onto the baguette toasts and grill under a 
hot grill until the cheese is melted and bubbly. 

Serve the soup in individual bowls with a hot cheese crouton  
floating in the soup. 

Serve immediately with the remaining baguette. 

Bon apetit. 
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au 

 

La Mère Catherine 
ABC-TV News recently ran a story about the re-opening of 
Paris after that city’s latest COVID lockdown.  In late 
summer sunshine, lightly clad people could be seen strolling 
in the parks, walking elegant small dogs, boating on the 
Seine and, most enviably of all, sitting at outdoor 
restaurants eating very delicious lunches, sipping on 
glorious French wines or at least sharing with friends an 
Aperol-Spritz, the latest trending summer cocktail. 

A sequence that caught my eye appeared to be shot in 
Montmatre, with a packed pavement of tourists seated at a 
long line of outdoor restaurant tables. The camera moves 
amongst the tables following two policemen who are 
examining the mobile phones of all the diners. They were 
looking for proof of the owners’ COVID vaccination status. 
Good grief – a licence to allow one to eat lunch in Paris!  

Surprisingly, no-one seemed to mind the inconvenience – the 
city was emerging from a long period of restrictions, and this 
was a small price to pay, and a particularly effective way to 
encourage vaccinations in a nation of serious diners. With a 
shock I realised this inspection regime will soon be applied to 
our own restaurants, cellar doors and bars. I do feel confident, 
however, that like the Parisians, we are all concerned enough 
to take this inconvenience to heart in the cause of public 
health. 

One of Montmatre’s most popular restaurants, easily 
recognised by its bright red façade, is La Mère Catherine.  

Opened in 1793 
as a gathering 
place for hunters, 
it is famous for 
three things – 
Danton and his 
revolutionary 
followers were 
regulars; in 1814 
hungry and thirsty 
Russian Cossacks 
would bang on 
the tables and 
shout “Bistro!” 

(Russian for “quick”), thereby creating a new and lasting 
category of fast French food; and it created the eponymous 
French chook-in-red-wine dish, Coq au Vin. 

Sydney once had its own Mere Catherine (minus the French 
article and accent) situated near the top end of Victoria 
Street, Potts Point (pictured above right). In 1974 M et Mme 
Rouffiat, recently arrived from France, leased the narrow 
terrace at No 166 and converted the front room into a cosy 
little bistro with seating for 18. A narrow short corridor led to 
a domestic kitchen with a couple of stoves added, and the 
toilet was next door in a backpacker’s hostel. With no 
additional staff, the Rouffiats provided excellent classic bistro 
food from a surprisingly large menu most nights of the week. 
After ten years, the couple had had enough and Chef Gerard 
Humair took over and replicated the same food until 2019, 
when the property was sold. 

Before internet and 
mobile phones, it was 
always a problem 
booking a table at Mere 
Catherine. There was a 
phone that was seldom 
answered, and slipping a 
note under the door 
early in the morning 
became the best way to 
be counted for dinner 
that night – first in, best 

fed. Curiously, however, a film producer friend who lived two 
doors away seemed to have the same corner table and chair 
every night – his own kitchen being always devoid of food.  

I tried to eat at Mere Catherine whenever I was in the Kings 
Cross area. I loved the food and the ambience; it was a great 
place to meet old friends or seduce a new one.  The two  
stand-out dishes for me were Beef Bordelaise – a whole  
roasted eye-fillet served on a plank of wood and presented with 
its own carving knife, and Mme Rouffiat’s Onion Soup – a 
brilliant example of the simplest ingredients being transformed 
into the most reassuring and comforting of tastes. 

A few weeks ago on a cold COVID Sunday afternoon I made a 
batch of Onion Soup, and it delivered, as always. I have 
provided the recipe for this treat for you to try with just one 
variation from Mme Rouffiat’s version. When the bowl of 
soup was brought to the table, the waiter would use a fork to 
lift one end of the crouton and with the other hand slurp a 
tablespoon or two of Cognac into the soup under the crouton. 
In my version I introduce the Cognac earlier into the cooking 
process, which partly reduces the alcohol content without 
detracting from the soup’s exotic flavour. I urge you to try it. 
(See my recipe at left on page 6.) 

Paris Dreaming for me is about the end of travel restrictions 
and a return to the Summer pavement restaurants of the City of 
Lights. Below is a small montage of earlier days of indulgence. 
(Clockwise from left: Paris breakfast, lunch, tea, supper) 

Enjoy. 

mailto:geoff@gundogestate.com.au
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Gundaroo’s ‘creatures great and small’ 
By Cate Thomas  
(With apologies to James Herriott) 

 

With the excitement, and some apprehension, of a recent change of 

owners at the Gundaroo South Veterinary Clinic for the first time in 

21 years, it is worth reflecting on its story.  

Roger and Marion Meischke 

Well, it started with Roger and Marion Meischke. A Sydney University 

vet graduate, Roger had completed a PhD in Glasgow before the 

couple moved to Gundaroo in 1979, Now working for the Department 

of Primary Industry, Roger’s notoriety as a vet spread, in part because 

he found himself on a precarious boat adventure with live sheep 

headed for the Middle East at the start of the Iran-Iraq war in 1980. 

Apparently, the media loved the story, and word spread about this vet 

from Gundaroo! Within a few years, however, the excitement of the 

DPI job dissipated, and Roger found himself pondering his future. 

In 1986, Roger and Marion made the decision to follow their hearts 

and strike out on their own to start a vet practice in Gundaroo. They 

were buoyed by the fact that they 

had already established a solid base 

in the area and a reputation for 

reliability. However, colleagues 

thought Roger ‘mad’ and implored 

him to consider the financial risk. On 

top of this, he and Marion now had 

five children to feed and care for. But 

they still  went ahead and began, 

very modestly, with a little blue light 

set up at the corner of Faithfull and 

Cork Street, pointing the way to their 

home at the top of the street, where 

the family lounge-room had been 

setup as a clinic.  

Marion recalls seeing her youngest, a toddler, peering over the baby 

gate into the surgery where she was helping Roger set up to operate. 

And Roger recalls the X-ray machine being in the shearing shed. 

They say it was this less formal atmosphere that helped build loyal 

patronage from as far away as Goulburn, Yass and Braidwood. As 

Marion adds, it was also that they “always picked up the phone, 24/7, 

365 days a year”, so were reliable in emergencies. It was hard and 

frenetic work, but they remember it as a wonderful time, and the 

children learned to go with the flow and to pitch in.  

Within six months, Roger was busier than ever. Over the next several 

years he recalls treating many different types of animal, including 

camels, monkeys, emus, goats, and ostrich. He says it was a time 

when people out this way were experimenting with different kinds of 

livestock, and it was exciting – through his work he got to try emu 

steak for the first time! At the same time, he was also collaborating 

with human medical researchers to identify sheep tumour viruses, and 

becoming involved in the emerging animal embryo transfer and 

artifical insemination industries.  

Roger and Marion loved the people-side of the business too. Marion 

told me the story of Roger arriving at a family home in Dalton to 

euthanase a fatally ill pony. The family were dressed up in their 

‘Sunday best’ and each walked over to the pony to offer their farewell 

and respects before Roger put him to sleep.  

Roger was told that this sombre ritual arose because, when the father 

was a small boy, his own father had shot the boy’s pony in front of 

him. So he had determined to teach his children to respect every 

animal and be allowed to mourn its loss. 

In 1989, Roger and Marion took their next financial risk to expand and 

improve the business – building the vet 

hospital that many of us today are 

familiar with on Faithfull St. It was a big 

investment, with everything having to 

be stainless steel, and all sorts of 

equipment to be bought and installed. 

They also brought other vets on board: 

Sarah Webb, an experienced surgeon 

with a Gundaroo property, and Michael 

Hayward. Michael moved on a year later, but Sarah was at the 

practice for around five years, before moving on to practise in 

Canberra and now at the Animal Referral Hospital in Fyshwick. 

Over two decades in the practice, Roger dealt with a lot of animal 

welfare cases and always treated injured wildlife gratis. One time he 

worked with the RSPCA and a local shearer to deal with some sheep 

that had not been shorn in 10 years. The owner, it is said, was 

disgruntled with the amount shearers were charging and so protested 

by refusing to shear his sheep! Roger says one fleece’s staple 

measured 56 centimetres. This was a record at the time, and, just like 

the more recent and similar story of Chris the sheep from Mulligans 

Flat Road (CT, August 2015), The Canberra Times relished the story. 

In his recollections, Roger noted that Marion was integral to the 

practice, being the ‘brains’ behind their business. Marion added that she 

was a big part of the ‘brawn’ behind the business as well. One of her 

many jobs was to get up very early and feed, clean and exercise the 

boarding animals, all before getting the kids up and ready for school.  

In 2000, Roger and Marion decided to sell the business to focus on other 

things and take a break from the frantic pace of a country vet practice.  

If you have wondered where the distinguishing name ‘Gundaroo South 

Vet Clinic’ came from, it’s simply because, the ‘Gundaroo Veterinary 

Clinic’ had already been taken when Roger applied to register it.  

Joseph and Anna Nowak 

It was a privilege to talk recently with the very relaxed Joseph Nowak 

from his new retirement residence at the coast. He’s even relaxed 

enough to catch episodes of one of his favourite TV shows on a 

Saturday night – ‘The Yorkshire Vet’. Joseph said he is having no 

trouble at all adjusting to life at the coast. “if it doesn’t get done today, 

there’s always tomorrow”. But he and Anna stress that they do miss 

Gundaroo, the practice and their clients.  

Joseph’s story began in Poland where he gained a Masters Degree in 

Veterinary Science and practised as a vet for eight years before 

coming to Australia with Anna in 1986. Unfortunately, like many other 

professionals migrating to Australia, his qualifications and experience 

were not recognised here, but he still felt lucky to secure a job straight 

away as a vet nurse at the Yagoona (Sydney) RSPCA, cleaning the 

boarding kennels. He worked there for 18 months, learning English, 

learning the way veterinary practice works in Australia, and being 

mentored by a man he mentions often, Dr Butcher.  
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One of Joseph’s jobs at the RSPCA was to fetch animals from the 

kennels and bring them to the vet surgery, often to be de-sexed. He 

fondly remembers the day Dr Butcher asked him to fetch a ‘Sheila’ 

from the kennel. Joseph diligently searched the kennels for a dog 

called ‘Sheila’, but in vain. When he returned to confess his failure, he 

learnt one of his many Aussie–English language lessons. Dr Butcher 

had simply wanted any female dog from the kennel. Joseph’s now 

well-thumbed reference book on Aussie slang still has pride of place 

on his bookshelf in his new home on the coast all these years later. 

While at the RSPCA, Joseph carefully considered how to get qualified 

and secure a job in veterinary practice. One way was to pass the Vet 

Board exams and be instantly registered to practise, but risk 

competing for jobs and losing to vets trained in western countries, as 

so often happened then. The other way was to go back to university 

and start from scratch. He and Anna chose this ‘longer journey’.  

Joseph enrolled in the University of Queensland, the only uni that 

would grant him some credit for his Polish qualifications and 

experience. There he met another wonderful mentor who encouraged 

him and who had a soft spot for Poles, apparently because the man’s 

father had fought in Europe in WWII alongside Poles. University was 

a slog nevertheless, with no government or family help, so he and 

Anna worked hard and long hours as kitchen hands and cleaners to 

support themselves in Queensland while Joseph studied. 

Upon graduating Joseph knew he had to be shrewd to secure work as 

a vet. In those days vet jobs were advertised in a certain magazine, 

so he resolved to ‘get ahead of the crowd’ by visiting the magazine 

headquarters just before each publication date and ask about the jobs 

that were about to be advertised. Lo and behold, a job with the 

RSPCA in Broken Hill came up. His former mentor, Dr Butcher, 

recommended him and, as it turned out, another colleague from his 

days at Yagoona was now Head Vet at Broken Hill, and was thrilled 

that Joseph could join her in the practice. So, he and Anna were soon 

on their way to BH in their old Nissan Pulsar!  

There was not much to do there in their off time, partly because the 

Nissan was too unreliable for them to travel to see the sights and new 

friends. So, what else do you do beside work? Their daughter Sabina 

was born in Adelaide not long after. The family car was still a big 

problem and Anna felt increasingly isolated. The RSPCA refused to 

help get a more reliable car or to increase Joseph’s wage, so the 

couple resolved to move on. After eight months with the RSPCA in 

Newcastle, they made a big financial leap to buy a practice in Sydney.  

Joseph built up that practice over five years, but had to look 

elsewhere when the landlord decided to sell the property. With lots of 

luck and negotiation, in 

2000, he and Anna 

secured the Gundaroo 

South Vet Clinic with, 

most importantly for 

Joseph, his name on 

the Property Title. 

They made the move 

from Sydney to sleepy Gundaroo, bringing equipment from their old 

practice to supplement what Roger already had in the building. 

Joseph says he worked with “all creatures great and small” for some 

time and was available after hours for emergencies. But after a bad 

injury, Joseph decided it would be wise to give up most of the big 

animal practice, and to keep the practice small and personal, despite 

a steadily expanding Gundaroo population. As vet emergency 

services started to emerge in Canberra, he also chose to leave the 

after-hours work to these new businesses.  

Gundaroo South Vet Clinic continued to offer some services on a 

Saturday thanks to Vet Nurse, Barbara Bourke, who worked at the 

clinic for more than ten years. Other Vet Nurses who worked there 

included included Audrey Bird and Cheryl Leach.  

Joseph said that he always invested in the best equipment and 

maintained and cleaned it immaculately. He felt proud that Eamon 

commented on this when he and Melanie bought the clinic this year.  

Eamon and Melanie Ryan 

For young Australian vets it seems a rite of passage to spend some 

time working in Britain, where veterinary practice has an outstanding 

reputation. Our new vet, Eamon Ryan, worked there for three years 

after graduating from Charles Sturt University then practising in 

Melbourne with his father Bill Ryan. lt turns out that the time in Britain 

also made good personal sense for Eamon, as he met his wife, 

Melanie, when in a country practice on the Channel Island of Jersey, 

where Mel grew up.  

After two years in Hong Kong, where Eamon became head surgeon 

in a vet hospital, Eamon and Melanie returned to Australia, and 

established Belconnen Veterinary Centre – a veterinary hospital 

offering the only advanced veterinary imaging service for animals in 

the ACT, as well as a suite of other veterinary medical and surgical 

services. 

Earlier this year, Eamon and Mel ‘stumbled upon’ Gundaroo South 

Veterinary Practice when then owner, Joseph, referred a client for an 

MRI. Eamon and Mel thought it was “such a nice practice”, and over 

the course of the conversation with Joseph, learnt it was for sale.  

Many discussions later, and Eamon 

and Mel had decided that buying 

the little country practice in the 

village where they wanted to settle 

and start a family wasn’t such a 

“crazy idea”. Furthermore, Eamon 

had grown up here as a member of 

the Ryan farming families, and his 

vet father Bill Ryan was also here 

(pictured).  

Mel said Joseph and Anna were 

clearly pleased to be selling to a 

‘personal’ buyer not a big 

‘corporate’ buyer. 

The scope of the practice is to 

service the animals they know well – domestic pets, and farm 

animals, mostly sheep and cattle. The current plan is to run the 

practice in a similar fashion to Joseph, maintaining that small-practice 

feel, but with longer-term aspirations to undertake more complex 

surgical procedures at the practice, in which Eamon has a particular 

interest and additional training. Further out, they want to grow the 

business to become a veterinary hospital – a big undertaking with 

more vets, nurses and ancillary staff as well.  

For now, that goal is a fair way off, with the current lockdown 

already playing havoc with planned staff movements to and from 

the Belconnen practice. It has meant that Bill Ryan is now 

manning the Gundaroo practice full time, with very few of us 

having even met Eamon! 

The new owners have nonetheless hit the ground running, having 

been awarded ‘Gundaroo Business of the Month’ on  

www.gundaroo.org for both August and September. A great start to 

what we hope will be a long and happy association.  

  

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP OPENING HOURS TAKEAWAY HOURS 

Monday–Wednesday 9am–6pm Monday–Wednesday 9am to 6pm 

Thursday–Friday 9am–7pm Thursday–Friday 9am–7pm 

Saturday 9.30am to 4pm Saturday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

Sunday 10am to 2pm Sunday 10am to 2pm 

Parcel traffic is overwhelming. Please be patient!  
To find out what’s on, check our Gundaroo Grocer Facebook page,  

give us a ring, or ask when you visit the shop.  
Hot organic BBQ chickens are available on Friday nights.  

Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  
Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 

gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery  

General Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES 

Improve your balance, posture, strength and flexibility with  
enjoyable and easy-to-challenging exercises. All levels welcome. 

(* via Zoom during Covid lockdown) 
THURSDAYS 8.30–9.30am 

Please phone for an appointment or for more details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

Ph 0498 146 977 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALISON COLES  
PHYSIOTHERAPY & YOGA 

Physiotherapy by appointment 

Yoga classes at The Nest   
Friday 8.45am–10am 

APA Sports Phys APA Sports Physiotherapist & 

Yoga Teacher 

0438 526 842 

alisoncolesl@hotmail.com  

GUNDAROO MURRUMBATEMAN BUNGENDORE  

www.alisoncolesphysioandyoga.com.au  

 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
mailto:alisoncolesl@hotmail.com
http://www.alisoncolesphysioandyoga.com.au/
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Indumentum 

A regular column about matters natural 

by Sue McIntyre

 

The art of travel 
In his 2002 book The Art of Travel Alain de Botton describes 
his arrival back home to the funereal skies of London after a 
fabulous tropical holiday in Barbados.  He despaired at the 
idea of being back, and thought London to be the worst 
possible place to be fated to live.  

We are exhorted by the travel industry to anticipate travel 
to exotic places even while we are shut down. Take this new 
1.1 hectare park in New York for instance.  Suspended on 
concrete pillars over the Hudson River, the suggestion is 
that we should be gagging to visit it, as soon as we can get 
away.  A small landscape, with some laid-down turf and 
transplanted trees.  The novelty seems to be in the use of 
large amounts of concrete in order to suspend it over water.  
Hardly a great gift to the future of the planet, but that is not 
the point.  It is the novelty of the thing, and its remoteness 
(to us) that is its currency. 

SMH Sept 25, 2021 

In addressing his despondency, de Botton draws from the 
pioneering work of Xavier de Maistre, who in 1790 invented 
“room-travel”, described in Journey around My Bedroom. 
The book is recommended for the poor, and those afraid of 
storms, robberies and high cliffs.  Room-travel proved 
unrewarding in de Botton's cramped bedroom, so he tried a 
de Maistrean journey around the familiar streets of 
Hammersmith, where he lived.  "Under the command to 
consider everything as of potential interest" de Botton 
recounts the novelty of noticing the local inhabitants and 
engaging with familiar things, things that he saw daily, but 
had previously rushed past in his efforts to reach the tube 
station and get to work. 

While the commonest concept of landscape involves wide 
spaces of tens or thousands of hectares, some scientists do 
not believe that a landscape must be any particular size, as 
long as it is a template on which spatial patterns influence 
ecological processes.  By this definition, a square metre or 
so of rock outcrop (as pictured) could qualify as a 
landscape.  The outcropping rock is a harsh environment 

where only mosses and lichens can persist.  The shallow soil 
over rock supports small annual plants which can take 
advantage of wet periods, but quickly go to seed when the 
frequent drying takes place.  The rock sheds rainwater 
which soaks down into the crevices, providing a deep and 
persistent reserve of water for perennial plants whose roots 
are able to penetrate the cracks.  Thus there is a patterning 
of bare rock, shallow soil and crevices that receive extra 
run-off from the rock.  Moreover, one can imagine being in 
an aeroplane and looking out over the parallel rocky ridges 
of a mountain range.  A landscape in two ways: and on a 
reserve or in a paddock near you.  And I'd wager that with 
its thirty-odd plant species, it is more biodiverse than the 
park over the Hudson River. 

Now in spring, we are well into our own de Maistrean 
journey in time and space, in the places where we exercise 
and hang out, mostly on Gang Gang.  My writing is being 
continuously interrupted by bird visitors outside the 
window that have me to reaching for the binoculars kept at 
hand.  Each sighting of even a familiar bird has something in 
its appearance and behaviour to puzzle over. 

Outside, there are the regular walks to patrol for weeds 
before they set seed, and to see what is flowering and what 
is promising to flower.  It is a challenge to try and see each 
interesting plant at the peak of its flowering.  As the season 
progresses, wattles are replaced by lilies and orchids, which 
are followed by the daises and peas, and then the grasses 
by December.  This morning we happened upon a male and 
female wasp performing a mating ritual at eye level on a 
tree trunk.  The varied and graceful movements of the 
enthusiastic male were impressive.  Every one of the 
thousands of insects and spiders in a landscape have their 
own dramatic life that could engage an interested person 
for a lifetime. 

For more reasons than just a pandemic, staying at home 
may not be a mere blip in time, but a trend in the future.  
There is much to be gained, as de Botton suggests, from 
noticing what we have already seen. 

October 2021 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Lawn clippings 
No matter how much you do or don’t like gardening, at 
this time of the year if you don’t mow regularly, you will 
soon find your lawn/grass growing in the windows. With 
extremely variable weather from warm sunny days to 
wild and stormy, grass is thriving and growing like mad.  

Some of you have the luxury of mulching mowers or 
catchers, but many of us leave clumps of clippings on 
the lawn that not only look bad but also can smother 
the grass underneath and lead to dead spots. 

Leave on the lawn? 
Generally, grass clippings 2.5cm or less in length can be 
left on your lawn, where they will filter down to the soil 
and decompose quickly. (Contrary to popular belief, 
lawn clippings do not contribute to increased thatch. 
Thatch is mostly caused by vigorous grass varieties, 
infrequent mowing, over-fertilising and compacted and 
water logged soils). 

• Lawn clippings can be a valuable source of 
nutrients for the lawn. 

• The organic matter created by lawn clippings may 
be helpful to your soil if it is heavy clay, sandy, or 
low in organic matter.  

• If you mow regularly 
you can reduce your 
need to collect 
clippings. But avoid 
cutting your lawn too 
short –cut only 1/3 of 
the grass height at a 
time. 

Pick up the clippings? 
Here’s when you should pick up clippings:  

• if your lawn has any 
kind of fungal disease 
(such as leaf spot), to 
help reduce its 
severity 

• when the lawn is too 
long or wet, to 
prevent the clippings 
smothering the grass 

• if it looks unsightly, and 
you just want your 
lawn to look tidy. 

 

Use clippings for mulch? 

Using lawn clippings as mulch around your flowers, 
vegetables, shrubs and trees is generally okay, with a 
few cautions: 

• Never add more that 2cm of grass clippings to a 
garden bed. 

• Only use dry clippings. Wet clippings will mat 
down, reducing oxygen and moisture getting to  

the soil. Limited oxygen will lead to anaerobic 
decomposition of the clippings, leading to 
potential disease and bad smells. 

• Do not compost or mulch if you have recently 
treated the grass with any herbicides, as the 
residual may harm or even kill your plants. 

Compost clippings? 
Lawn clippings are great in your compost heap as 
long as they are mixed with other plant materials and 
a small amount of soil that will help the organic 
matter (grass) to decompose. Clippings are great 
because they add nitrogen to the compost. Adding 
extra materials such as leaves and straw will also 
benefit your compost. 

*        *         *        * 

Chickens love love love lawn clippings, and the clippings 
provide nutrients that are good for chooks and make 
eggs more nutritious and the yolks a richer colour. 

Worm farms are another great spot to lose your grass 
clippings as long as they are dry. Avoid adding wet 
clippings – the decomposition will cause theworm farm 
to heat up and may harm the worms. 

When all else fails, clippings can go to green waste at 
the tip where it is often recycled, composted and 
turned into a lovely organic mulch. 

October 2021 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: DsSuttonautoeng@bigpond.com 
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Wildcare 
by Bec Quinn  

Living with snakes 

The return of the beautiful spring weather is a time 
many of us look forward to after the cold, dark days of 
winter. It is a time when wildlife becomes more active, 
too, with animals of all kinds actively searching for a 
mate and enjoying the increase in available food.  

Snakes are no different, and early spring is a time of 
increased activity for them as they emerge from their 
winter brumation (like hibernation) and start foraging 
for food after many weeks without eating. Snakes are 
ectothermic (cold blooded), relying on external sources 
of heat to warm their bodies and so are often seen 
basking in the sun. This behaviour generates numerous 
articles and posts on social media which frequently have 
overtones of fear and misinformation. So how do we 
learn to coexist with our scaly friends? 

Eastern brown 
snake basking in 
the sun (Photo: 
Simone Letheby) 

 

Most snakes 
have an area 
of territory, 
or ‘home 
range’ where 
they hunt for 
food and go 

about their daily business. By understanding where 
these areas typically are, it is possible to avoid unwanted 
interactions with these creatures. Their territories 
require suitable food sources and are often close to a 
body of water.  

A snake’s diet can include small mammals such as 
mice, frogs, insects, small birds, and reptiles. They are 
essential to keeping populations of these animals in 
balance and so seeing a snake in a particular area is a 
good indicator that the ecosystem is functioning as it 
should. Snakes will seek out water to drink and it is a 
good idea to locate fishponds and other water 
sources a short distance from areas frequently used 
by humans and pets. A snake’s habitat will also have 
areas it can escape to so that it can conceal itself 
when it feels threatened. These can be holes or small 
crevices between rocks. Stacked stone retaining walls 
are a popular home for snakes in the urban 
environment.  

If you have snakes close by your house or use an area 
for recreation where snakes are likely to live, there 
are some things you can do to reduce the risk of 
snake bite. 

• Wear appropriate clothing, including long pants and 
enclosed footwear, especially when gardening or 
out in the bush.  

• Stay on pathways and out of long grass or rocky 
areas.  
 

 
• Ensure bird netting on fruit trees and vegetable 

beds is above the ground to avoid a snake 
becoming entangled in it. 

• Look, but don’t touch. Snakes are fascinating 
creatures to observe quietly, from a safe distance. 
Most people who are bitten by snakes are trying to 
move or kill the snake. If you don’t get close, you 
won’t get bitten. Please note that the penalty in 
NSW for individuals who kill protected wildlife is up 
to $22,000. 

• Carry a snake bite compression bandage and know 
how to correctly apply it. These can be purchased 
at most pharmacies, or you can contact 
fundraising@wildcare.com.au to discuss your 
needs. 

Wildcare Queanbeyan Inc will happily provide advice to 
the public regarding snakes, and has snake handlers who 
can remove snakes entangled in netting or found in 
chook pens etc, relocating them or bringing them into 
care as required. Wildcare also provides a rescue service 
for sick, injured or orphaned native wildlife. Our Helpline 
is operational 24/7 by phoning 6299 1966. 

October 2021 

 

Going away?  
Need your pets looked after? 

✓ Experienced pet sitters 

✓ In business since 2016 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Referees available 

Need a babysitter? 
Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 

hours and want your kids looked after?  

✓ Experienced babysitters 

✓ Reasonable rates 

✓ Available most evenings and weekends 

✓ Referees available 

Also available for: 
House sitting, odd jobs, gardening and cleaning.  

Help us to help others 
We are Nikita and Grace. We’re currently saving to take 
part in World Challenge, where we travel to Vietnam and 

Cambodia and give back to a local community, working on 
a worthwhile project with them.  

 
Contact us:  
Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 

mailto:fundraising@wildcare.com.au
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Gundaroo Junior Goats starting 
The weather is getting warmer, the evenings longer and the 
grass on the oval has never looked greener. That's right 
folks. It's that time of year again, when the Gundaroo 
Goats junior cricketers will be going through their paces 
each Friday evening down at the Gundaroo Oval. 

The season will start on Friday 5 November for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 10, of all abilities, with a focus on having 
fun with mates on a Friday evening. 

There are two sessions to choose from: 

Junior Blasters: 5:30–6:30pm for Kids 5 to7 yrs old.  

This session is for kids new to cricket, with participants 
building their skills through fun and game-based 
activities. The games are designed for small groups, to 
ensure every child gets a go, allowing them to test and 
learn new skills. Each week the session will run for 60 
minutes. 

Master Blasters: 5:30–7:00pm for Kids 7 to 10 yrs old.  

This is a super fun, social, safe, cricket program for boys 
and girls aged 7 to 10 where they can play modified games 
of cricket. The program is much shorter than traditional 
cricket, with a maximum of 90 minutes playing time. 

You can register your child at www.playcricket.com.au. The  
cost is $99 per child, and is fully covered by the NSW Active  
Kids Voucher available for all school-age children at 
www.service.nsw.gov.au or by searching 'active kids voucher'. 

There are 11 sessions in 
total, and the season 
will continue until the 
end of February 2022. 
Kids are most welcome 
to come down just for a 
try, and we also 
strongly encourage 
parents and carers to 
get involved. 

Finally, we've also got a 
brand new pavilion this 
year – which is very 
exciting! We look forward 

to putting it to good use, especially for all the social activities 
throughout the season. 

For more information, contact Sean Egan or Chris Gaggin at 
Gundaroo.Junior.Cricket@gmail.com.au. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

             

  

 

Sutton Mobile 
Rural 

Stockfeeds 
Sutton Pony Club car park, 

opposite  
‘The Baker at Sutton’ 

Saturdays: 7am–1.30pm 
Wednesdays: 3pm–6pm 

Ph: Shane Keir, 0412 166 443 
Pay by card or cash 

http://www.playcricket.com.au/
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:Gundaroo.Junior.Cricket@gmail.com.au
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• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and 

NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

HAIRDRESSER 
Professional  

Private salon in Gunning  
and house calls 

(Gundaroo clients) 
6pm–9pm  

Monday–Thursday 
9am–6pm, Friday 
Appointment only 

Call or text Wayne 
on 0488 700 440 

http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayne 

 

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
http://fb.me/blankcanvasbywayn
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect 
changes in government decrees about COVID-19, in place at the start of October. They may 

change again during the month, and may even be inaccurate as published here. Guests should 
contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks. The contact details remain as listed. 

 c

Eateries in Gundaroo 
 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub  
Two ‘sittings’ (1¾ hrs each), due to space limitations 
Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday – 11.45am and 1.45pm 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday – 6pm and 8pm 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday/Friday: 4pm to 7.30pm Takeaway only 
Saturday/Sunday: 11am to 8pm Dine-in/Takeaway 
Seating limits:  12 inside, 20 outside  
  Bookings and masks required 

Gundaroo Colonial Inn 
23 Cork Street Currently suspended  
6236 8155 during temporary closure 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly 
atmosphere. Live music often. Takeaway food available.  
 
Bar: . 
Tuesday  3pm to 7pm Wednesday  3pm to 10pm 
Thursday 3pm to 11pm Friday 3pm to 12am 
Saturday 12pm to 12am Sunday 12pm to 10pm 
Restaurant: Seating limited. Booking advisable  
  Dine-in and takeaway 
Lunch:  Saturday, Sunday (12pm to 3pm) 
Dinner: Wed, Thursday, Sunday (5.30 to 8.30pm)  
 Friday, Saturday  
     Two sittings (5.30 to 7.15pm, 7.30 to 9pm) 
Phone bookings via 0401 579 650 or 6236 8060 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Takeaway only (for now)   
Spaced seating limits numbers.  
Refer to advertisement on page 7. 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday and Friday, 11.00am to 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday, 11.00am to 5.00pm, for seated 
wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits numbers. 
Booking advisable, via phone or email. (See ad, page 6.) 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for seated tastings, and 
our special lunch/tasting package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45pm onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
More information at www.tallagandrahill.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities were still 

suspended or restricted at the end of August.  

Catholic 

St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits. 
Speak with Contact person. 
Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church – Suspended (but see Note below) 
(Cork Street)  
All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday) 
Family Service (third Sunday) 
Contact: Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

NOTE: St Andrew’s Wamboin (in the same Sutton 
Road Mission District) is an approved COVID-safe venue 
for in-person church services. Gundaroo parishioners are 
welcome. First, third and fifth Sundays at 9.30am. 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 
Re-commenced with conditions and limits 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended  
Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services (Currently suspended) 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Community Noticeboard 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Website www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Advisers: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Anthony Fitzgerald.  
        Extra help welcome.  
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for the 
advertisement to be run.  
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Eamon Ryan) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Land 
Manager Board 

0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm Watson) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See previous page for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association 
Defibrillator 

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated 
external defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for 
use in a cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front 
wall of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of 
‘core responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

Name Address Telephone/s 

Cathy 
Stephenson 

Morning 
Street 

6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 

 

Lisa Bell Lot Street 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Joselyn Udy Rosamel 
Street 

0488 089 067 
 

Anthony 
Fitzgerald 
 

Morning 
Street 

0459 555 181 

Emily Wallis Morning 
Street 

6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Julie Jefferson Lute Street 0412 627 788 
 

Darren 
Schoevers 

Cork Street 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

Buranda 
Lane 

0427 300 393 

Gina Collins 
(Admin matters) 

Cork Street 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mailto:wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
mailto:fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
mailto:info@gundaroohall.org.au
mailto:gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
mailto:richarda@fastmail.com.au
mailto:enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au
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