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Gundaroo Park keeps getting better
The past few weeks have been cause
for celebration at Gundaroo Park,
with information and announcements
about four of the improvement
projects – two nearing completion,
one about to begin, and one receiving
approval for a better design.
These all add to the new bore and the
excellent turf and irrigation work
already completed.
The eagerly awaited approval for
interior occupation and use of the new
Amenities Building is imminent. Partial
sealing of the bike pump track is well
under way. The grant for additions to
the Men’s Shed has been formally
presented. And the COVID-delayed
playground shade and solar system is
to be re-designed.
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The interior fit-out of the Amenities
Building is almost finished, but before
approving occupancy, Council requires the
driveway into Gundaroo Park to be sealed.
Council will do this work between Monday,
28 March and Friday, 1 April (could be as
long as 4 April). This will restrict vehicle
access to the Park and its facilities.
Locals and public will still be able to access
the grounds, including the playground,
bike track and public toilets, using the
pedestrian gates. Local user-group vehicle
traffic (eg Scouts, Men’s Shed) can enter
via Harp St and Gundaroo Terrace. Detour
signs will be in place.
The Park will be closed to camping for the
period.
Having already been well-used and
‘approved’ as a dirt track by Gundaroo’s
young bike enthusiasts, the bike pump
track is now
undergoing its
planned partial
sealing. A
working bee on
Saturday 12
March saw the
first layer of ‘dirt
glue’ go down,
thanks to Ryan
Talbot, Justin
Coates and
Damien Geary.
Final sealing to be ‘rider-ready’ is
expected to be within a month or two,
subject to weather. A popular facility for
our young people.

On 4 March, a symbolic cheque for
$76,500 was presented to several
representatives of The Men’s Shed by
State MP for Goulburn and Minister for
Local Government, Wendy Tuckerman.
The grant, from the NSW ‘Men’s Shed
Shovel-ready Infrastructure Projects’
fund, will finance “a kitchen,
corrugated steel roof, dust
extraction unit and front awning,
as well as lighting upgrades,” Ms
Tuckerman said.
“Men’s Sheds, as community
organisations, do a fantastic job by
providing a welcoming place to
work on projects and make friends.
“They support men to keep active
and productive, learn new skills,
and share knowledge and
experience that contributes positively to
the community,” she said.
The front awning will be accessible to
other users of Gundaroo Park.
(Continued)

Quotes for the month
“War does not determine who is right – only who is left.”
Bertrand Russell (1872–1970)
British academic, essayist and social critic, best known for
his work in mathematical logic and analytical philosophy.
Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, 1950.

“A strong leader accepts blame and gives the credit.
A weak leader gives blame and accepts the credit. ”
John Wooden (1910–2010)

American basketball player and much-awarded and revered coach

The Gundaroo Gazette

1

March 2022

LOCAL NEWS
The playground shade and solar
system is closer to reality now that the
Land Manager Board has been given
permission to change the scope of its
Stronger Country Communities Grant.
Originally the shade was to be a large
steel structure with solar system
attached. But after significant COVIDbased delays in getting the structure
built and subsequent major cost
increases, the Board asked the grant
body to allow the solar system to be
relocated to the roof of the new
Amenities Building and for the shade
to be replaced with a fabric and steel
structure.
The Chair of Park Board Ron Miller said
the Park could now go ahead with this
plan and was expecting work to start in
a month or so.
“Apart from getting the installation of
both done soon, there are other
benefits including the capacity to easily
expand the battery/solar system in the
future and having a less ‘industriallooking’ shade that should be cooler in
summer,” Ron said.
He thanked the community for its
patience with the delays around this
and other projects on the Park. “COVID
and weather issues have made it a
difficult time to get work construction
done, but things seem to be improving.”

Gundaroo fireys join the
northern rivers clean-up
Members from Gundaroo, Back Creek
and other Southern Tablelands Rural
Fire Brigades have been part of the NSW
Rural Fire Service contribution to the
clean-up after the extreme flooding in
the NSW Northern Rivers region.
Five Cat 1 fire trucks from Southern
Tablelands have been stationed in
Wollongbar, with crews joining a much
larger contingent operating from a base
camp of 49 tents sleeping 20 each.
The volunteers are flown into Coffs
Harbour and driven to Wollongbar. For
several days, they crew the trucks that
remain ‘on site’ for the next rotation of
volunteers.
At the beginning of March, Gundaroo
brigade members Brett Southwell, Ali
Coles and Maribeth Cole served in
various crews, with their main focus
being on ‘mud removal duties’ utilising
water tankers and fire hoses.
Brett sent a couple of photos to The
Gundaroo Gazette, and on a phone call
described the streets and townscapes as
being ‘like a bomb site’.

Readers don’t need the Gazette to
publish such images, which are
everywhere on the nightly TV news.
Instead here are two that are more
‘personal’. One (below) shows an RFS
member at work hosing mud from an
industrial site.

what Australians do. They support each
other, they rally together when people
are in need, and they help people get
back on their feet.
“With the waters receding and clean-up
starting, what comes next for these
communities is a long, tough road to
recovery. Sadly, this … is a journey those
in my communities know too well.
“It’s during these times of crisis that we
see acts of courage, selflessness and
human fellowship. We are seeing it play
out writ large across Northern NSW and
Queensland right now.”

Health warnings as mozzie
numbers increase in
southern NSW

Another (below) was taken by a home
owner near Coraki. She was so grateful
for the help, she wanted a reminder.
From the left are Michael (Yass River),
Brett (Gundaroo), Rosie (Back-Creek),
Marty (Sutton) and Darko (Yass Rver).

Federal MP for Eden Monaro, Kristy
McBain, is no stranger to such extreme
weather events, having been Mayor of
Bega Shire during the ‘Black Summer’
bushfires.
In a recent statement, Ms McBain said:
“Just like with the fires, across the
country people are holding fundraisers
and donation drives to support these
communities and to provide people with
the bare essentials to get through the
next couple of days, weeks and months.
“I am not surprised the community
response has been the same for the
floods as it was for the bushfires. This is
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Although Japanese encephalitis is much in
the news at the moment, NSW Health has
issued warnings to take extra precautions
against the abnormally high number of
mosquitoes this year that might be carrying
other infections.
About Regional reported recently that
37 cases of Ross River virus had been
recorded across the Murrumbidgee Local
Health District in January, and that
“residents could be at risk of a number of
other mosquito-borne diseases”.
Murrumbidgee and Southern NSW Public
Health Unit direcor, Tracey Oakman, has
warned that mosquitoes can spread the
West Nile (Kunjin) virus and Murray
Valley encephalitis virus. Both these
viruses can cause rare but serious brain
infections, for which there is “no vaccine
and no specific treatment”.
Most protective measures are well-known
– reduce mosquito-breeding sites; avoid
being outside unprotected, especially
during dawn and dusk; regularly apply
repellent to exposed skin; and more.
According to advice, devices that use light
to attract and elecrocute insects are not
effective, and insecticide sprays and
vapour dispensing units should be used
indoors and mosquito coils outdoors.
For more information, call your local public
health unit on 1300 066 055 (press #2).

Camping patrols across
Yass Valley
Gundaroo Park camping ground may be
‘caught up’ in the additional patrolling
of campgrounds during times when the
crowds attending political protests in
Canberra seek accommodation.
Council is expecting a large number of
protestors to seek accommodation in
Yass Valley as a result of the closure of
Exhibition Park in Canberra.
March 2022

LOCAL NEWS
Council rangers will be patrolling
recreational areas for illegal camping
and working with police to move on
anyone who doesn't comply with the
rules.
Council has reminded protestors that
Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds
are not approved for camping and that
police moved protestors on from the
area during the last protests.
Coincidentally, Gundaroo is limiting use
of the Park campsite to those with fully
self-contained caravans or motorhomes
until the septic and wastewater system
has recovered from its very heavy use
during the previous protests following
the impact of a very wet summer.

Kominek is reminding Gundaroo’s
organisations that lay wreaths at the
service to make arrangements for their
floral productions now.
Gundaroo’s acclaimed resident florist,
Debbie Hogan, has offered to make
wreaths again as she has done for some
years. But wreath-layers are free to
choose their own florist, remembering
that early orders give all florists time to
order in the flowers.
The April edition of The Gundaroo
Gazette will have more details about
the Dawn Service program.

Organisations of
the Month – March

The first Gundaroo ‘Produce Swap’
happened as scheduled at Gundaroo
Park on Sunday 6 March, at 10am.
Local growers and gardeners brought
their surplus produce – fruit and
veggies, eggs, and makers of jams and
preserves, honey, fresh and dried
herbs, potted plants and saved seeds,
picked flowers, baked goods. Money
plays no part.
All who took part declared the morning
a success, and are looking forward to the
next ‘produce swap’, planned for the
first Sunday in April at the same time.
Here is a sample of what this fledgling
event could have in store next month.

The gundaroo.org community website
is continuing its convention of featuring
a ‘Community Group of the Month’ and
a ‘Business of the Month’.
Each nominated organisation is
presented with pictures and short
stories and links to their respective
pages on the website.
For March 2022, they are:
Community Group:
Gundaroo Film Society
Business:
Ray White Real Estate
Gundaroo Film Society is one of
Australia’s oldest film societies, having
been running film nights at Gundaroo
Hall since 1905.
While Ray White Real Estate may be a
‘new face’ in Gundaroo, its team is not,
being led by Gundaroo local, Chris
Dixon, formerly with McGrath.
For their stories, go to
www.gundaroo.org and follow the
internal links.

Anzac Dawn Service is on
The Memorials Subcommittee of GCA
has reported that the insurances that
interfered with
the official
conduct of the
2021 Anzac
Dawn Service
have now been
sorted out, and
the Service will
go ahead as
before.
Memorials
subcommittee
member Sue
The Gundaroo Gazette

Gundaroo Produce Swap
off to a good start

experienced RSA-certified people are all
being encouraged to enter or return to
the the hospitality sector.
TAFE and other registered training
organisations deliver the courses within a
day, both online and face-to-face. For
more information, go to.
https://skills.education.nsw.gov.au/rsa.

Biological weed control
Consistent with the trend towards less
reliance on artificial fertilisers and
herbicides, NSW Department of Primary
Industries has published a practical
manual – Biological control of weeds: A
practitioner’s guide for south-east
Australia.
Quoting from the promo: “Australia has
a long and distinguished history of
successful weed management using
biological control (biocontrol). The
technology has proven to be
environmentally friendly, selfsustaining, and cost-effective.
“This manual was
written to assist weed
practitioners
interested in utilising
and maximising the
benefits of weed
biocontrol as part of
their weed
management plans in
south-east Australia.
Read more and request a copy here.”
This manual would complement the
resources available to Gundaroo
landholders attending a Property
Planning Workshop (see page 5).

Sutton Pharmacy Plus
‘grand opening’
The new pharmacy that has just opened
its doors at the ‘old shop’ in Sutton is
planning a grand opening on Saturday
26 March at 11am.
It’s hard to imagine that Penny O’Brien
The event will be held on-site to enable
and her team wouldn’t be pleased to
visitors to meet the pharmacist-in-charge,
hear the cries “What a bounty!” “What
Islam Ahmed, and have a good look at the
good fun.” “Bring on the next one.”
facilities.
The grand opening will feature:
Fee-free RSA courses – an
Free Sausage sizzle
extra 5,000
Free face Painting
The NSW Government is offering an extra
20% off store-wide for all shop items
5,000 fee-free Responsible Serving of
Gifts with purchases
Alchol (RSA) courses to help people get
Judging from the so-far universally
jobs in the hospitality sector, which
suffered a massive loss of staff during the positive social media comments, The
Gundaroo Gazette anticipates that
COVID lockdowns. Demand for the
Sutton Pharmacy Plus will be welcomed
courses has been very high.
and well-patronised by the Sutton and
Young people entering the jobs market,
Gundaroo communities.
older workers seeking employment, and
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall
Capacity and restrictions for Hall bookings

ss

In late February, the NSW Government removed the 2m2
per person social distancing for indoor gatherings.
Gatherings will nevertheless follow other COVID
restrictions as directed by NSW Health.

School safety upgrades

Safety upgrades at Gundaroo Public School will
commence at the start of the April school holidays
after Councillors agreed to allocate additional
funding from the 2021/22 Operational Plan to cover
the shortfall from the grant funding. Upgrades
will include the installation of a pedestrian refuge,
a ‘kiss and drop zone’ and disabled car park, and
relocation of the bus stop.

Colin Lee

Secretary /Public Officer

Gundaroo Common Trust
Annual General Meeting of Commoners
7:30pm, Tuesday 29 March 2022
St Joseph’s Church Hall, Morning St, Gundaroo
All Commoners and Gundaroo residents welcome.
COVID restrictions will apply.

Gundaroo amenities upgrade
Gundaroo Recreation Ground amenities building
upgrade is due to be completed by March 2022.
A date for the official opening will be
announced shortly.

Gundaroo Community
Association

Unsealed road grading
Council recently completed grading the
following unsealed roads in the Gundaroo area:
• Tallagandra Lane
• Kia Ora Lane
• Westmead Lane
• Brooks Creek Lane

Special Guest,
Yass Valley Council Mayor, Allan McGrath

Small Business Month

Committee Elections for 2022

Annual General Meeting

7.30pm Wednesday 6 April 2022
Gundaroo Soldiers’ Memorial Hall

Want to be a voice for the community?
Want to help make community events happen?
Got ideas for how Gundaroo can continue
to be a great place to live?
Nominate for the Committee.
Membership renewal now due for 2022 at $10 pa.
Membership forms available at
gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com

Yass Valley Council is excited to support Small
Business Month (1–31 March 2022) in Yass Valley.
Working in collaboration with MAP Institute and
Southern Region Business Enterprise Centre, Small
Business Month will provide businesses across Yass
Valley with valuable tools and resources to enhance
their brand and help them grow after a challenging
few years. Across the month, there will be chances
for small business owners to find mentors, learn
how to improve their social media, manage cash
flow and write successful grant applications. To find
out more and view the full calendar of online
events, please visit:
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/ourcouncil/news/article/1465.

. Historical Society
Gundaroo & District
The 2022 GDHS Exhibition will focus on the
Gundaroo Inn – orginally the Commercial Hotel, then for
around100 years Gundaroo Wine Bar and more recently
Gundaroo Colonial Inn.
2022 is the 150th anniversary of this historic community
hub. We are gathering stories and pictures to make this a
memorable exhibition, and welcome your contributions.
The exhibition is scheduled for 4–13 June at
(guess where) the Gundaroo Inn.

Community invited to join
Council’s Advisory Committees
Yass Valley Council is seeking nominations from suitably
qualified and experienced community representatives for eight
Advisory Committees. These three are examples of what could
be of interest to Gundaroo community members.
Economic Development Advisory Committee – up to six
representatives
Youth Council – up to ten representatives under 25 years old
and living in Yass Valley
Springdale Solar Farm Community Enhancement Fund
Advisory Committee – up to two representatives
Nominations close on Thursday 31 March 2022

Next GDHS meeting: 28 March at the Literary Institute.
All welcome.
.

Gunning medical services – 4845 1166
Doctors and allied health services.
(Phone for bookings and more information.)

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend

Go to: www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1475
The Gundaroo Gazette
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
Register your Interest

South East Local Land Services

Gundaroo Brewers

Property Planning Workshops

A number of local residents are avid brewers of a
number of different products. It doesn’t matter if
your interest is in beer, cider, wine or spirits.
Would you …
• like to connect with other brewers so you
can increase your skill-set?
• want to be able to leverage supplier
relationships that others already have?
• be interested in establishing a Co-Op so you
can buy in bulk at a better rate?
• like to be able to get your products locally?
• try what others have already produced?
To learn more and be included in the first
Gundaroo Brewers meeting, please send an email
to Tony Stuart-Smith at
gundaroobrewers@gmail.com

March–May 2022
FREE two-day workshops

To help new and established
landholders develop their own tailored
and integrated property plans.
Yass – Thursdays 7 and 21 April
Enquiries: Marien Stark, SE Regional
Agriuculture Landcare Facilitator
0428 258 441 marien.stark@lls.nsw.gov.au

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF
SCHOOL HOURS CARE
BEFORE AND AFTER
SCHOOL CARE
Before School ― 7am–9am $15 per day, $18 Casual
After School ― 3pm–6pm $25 per day, $28 Casual
GOSH is an Approved Service offering
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families.
Children from all schools are welcome to attend.
Enquiries to
gundaroogosh@gmail.com

From ‘The Desk’
One of my high-school English teachers told me to
avoid starting a letter with an apology. My natural
inclination is to not take that advice literally, but to
assess the circumstances. I’ve chosen that path here.
Please accept your Editor’s apology for another very
late edition. Two in a row to start the year!
I have my reasons, which don’t need airing any more
than they have been to various folk over the past
several weeks. Let’s just call it ‘health’. (Not lifethreatening, but persistent, painful and distracting.)
All the usual Gazette content within is where you’d
expect – local news, notices, reports, food&wine,
nature, gardens, wildlife, sport, and ‘directories’. I
sincerely thank the contributors, as always. They are
the backbone of this humble journal.
Our features this month are on pages 12 and 13.
I hope you find them as engaging as I did.
Sarah Dunkerley – well-loved former Gundaroo
School teacher – has described and explained how
and why using the Swedish ‘Grej’ has proven so
worthwhile as a learning method for young students.
And in her book review, Cate Thomas has, in my view,
done a fine job of conveying Rowan Reid’s seamless
blend of science and passion for growing and
harvesting trees for both conservation and
production – and for so simply showing others how
to achieve these complementary objectives.
Finally, a comment. I find it sad that Gundaroo Inn
must once again – so soon– be enduring a change of
management. Let us all hope that we can look
forward to some stability. And let us remember that
Leonie, the outgoing manager who worked so hard
to get ‘our pub’ reopened as we like it, is one of our
new Gundaroo neighbours. Say hello!
Until April
Your Editor | Custodian

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

IMMEDIATELY
We are a landscaping business
in the Gundaroo area.
We have positions for a labourer/
truck driver/bobcat operator/mower
operator/jack-of-all trades ― any or
all of these.
Flexible hours and above-award wage.
Call 0417 682 540 or 0428 275 701.

Sutton Pharmacy Plus
Experienced pharmacist. Well-stocked pharmacy.
Small general store for household basics
Discounted prescriptions – NDSS diabetes supplies
Vaccinations – Medication weekly packaging
Compounding – Medication review.
51 Camp St, Sutton
Trading: 9am–5.30pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat.
Ph: 6230 3552, Fax: 6230 6023
Email: suttonpharmacyplus@gmail.com
The Gundaroo Gazette
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ʼʼ
The greatest gift is the
passion for reading.
It is cheap, it consoles,
it distracts, it excites.
It gives you
knowledge of the
world and experience
of a wide kind. It is
moral illumination.
(From princetonbookreview.com)

Elizabeth Hardwick
(1916–2007)

American literary critic, essayist,
fiction writer, co-founder of
the New York Review of Books.

The Gundaroo Gazette
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Gundaroo Public School News

and we look forward to all the great things our P&C
will achieve again this year.
In the classrooms, our teachers continue to engage
their students in fun learning activities. Students in
Year 1 recently engaged in an archaeological dig,
and Kindy has been enjoying learning through
music. In our older classes, there are exciting plans
to adopt guinea pigs, and hands-on projects around
the school as the students take ownership of their
school grounds and learning spaces.
We are excited to reinstate many of the activities
we have not been able to engage in over the past
two years, and I look forward to sharing our school
news in the next Gazette.

It has been a great start to the year. As we come to
the halfway point of term, we are excited that with
the latest change to COVID guidelines, we can now
have students play across classes and can welcome
our community back on school grounds.
We kicked off the year with our school Swimming
Carnival, followed closely by the District Swimming
Carnival. As always, our Gundaroo kids gave it their
all and did an amazing job. A huge congratulations
to Max who made it through to the Regional
Carnival. What an achievement!
It was great to see some new faces in attendance
for our first P&C Meeting of the year. Our P&C’s
‘Just one thing’ initiative – asking families to commit
to one thing throughout the year – has been hugely
successful with so many responses. We are so
grateful to both our amazing P&C and community,

The Gundaroo Gazette
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NSW Rural
Fire Service

c/– Post Office
Gundaroo NSW
2620

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade
Annual General Meeting
The Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade Annual General Meeting is being held on Wednesday 16 March at 7.00 pm in the
Fire Brigade training room. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Fire Danger Period
The Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) is still in place until 31 March. There is a lot of dry grass around, and the Brigade
is asking everyone to please remain vigilant, do not become complacent, be prepared and know your Bush Fire
Survival Plan www.myfireplan.com.au. Remember to keep on maintaining the area around your home or property
to be well prepared for a grass/bush fire. In an emergency, ring triple zero (000).
State Emergency Service (SES) – Flood and Storm assistance, call 132 500 or Sutton Unit 0417 502 396.

Storz Fittings
If you are installing a rainwater tank please consider fitting it with 65mm fire storz fittings. In the event of an
emergency, the storz fittings provide a quick universal connection for our fire trucks to access water from your tank.
Our trucks do carry adapters if you have different sizes. For further information, call Deputy Brett Southwell 0419
416 897 or Captain Michael Cliff 0428 494 403.

And … Static Water Supply (SWS) Program
During bush fires, house fires or motor vehicle accidents, it can be difficult to access water to protect lives and
property. The SWS program aims to identify properties with sources of water that can be used for firefighting
purposes. You can assist firefighters by prominently displaying a free SWS plate at your property boundary so that it
is readily visible from the road. Please consider doing this if your house or property has a swimming pool, tank or
dam with at least 3,000 litre capacity. Signs are available from Yass Fire Control Centre phone: 6226 3100.

Donations
Thank you to the following people for their generous donations:
Marty O’Connor and Adrian Hennock. And thanks always to those who drop money into our RFS Hat at the shop.
A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible if made by June 30. Pay by cheque,
cash or direct transfer. Please include your name and address for receipt. Contact Brigade Treasurer, Alex Hanner
on 0408 247 020.
Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade
BSB: 032746 Account No: 01596

Training
Training for brigade members commenced at the Fire Shed at 7pm on Wednesday 23 February, our first training
session after the Holiday break. The night concentrated on getting to know the trucks and equipment again in
preparation for grass fires.

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer

Lou’s Bobcat Hire

Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong.
HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton.
Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm.
Volunteers always welcome.

Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate.
Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly.

Free quotes available
Call Lou on 0412 487 686p
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com
Tilt Tray Hire
Hiab with 7m flat tray
Landscaping, Rock Raking
Tractor & Slasher hire
Driveways & repairs
General Earthworks

The Gundaroo Gazette
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1st Gundaroo Scouts
The 1st Gundaroo Scout Group is back for 2022,
with a thriving Cub section (pictured right). We
are looking forward to getting stuck into the new
youth program this year. Cubs meet on Tuesday
nights between 6pm and 7.30pm and all children
aged between 8 and 11 are welcome to attend.
The Cubs are introduced to traditional scouting skills such as tying
knots, map reading, and using a compass. We are able to use these
skills on hikes (walks) in McLeod’s Creek Nature Reserve. We also
plan to teach and learn fire safety and cooking over a fire, leading
to a camp before Anzac Day. The Cubs are also really looking
forward to using the refurbished bike track at the oval, for bike
safety familiarisation. We truly are fortunate with the facilities
available in this village.
We are looking forward to expanding our membership as everyone
starts re-connecting in the community following the tumultuous time of the last couple of years.
The 1st Gundaroo Scouts were successful in their Volunteers Grant application and now have a fantastic new BBQ to
help us with fundraising and catering at camps. On behalf of 1st Gundaroo, Phil Gaden thanked local federal member
Kristy McBain (pictured left) at her public meeting in Gundaroo on 13
February. The BBQ itself arrived a week later, (pictured below) and was put
to use straight away, cooking
delicious sausages!
This forum is a great
opportunity to welcome Cath
as one of our new Leaders.
Cath has just started her adult
leadership journey which
involves fundamental online
training packages, and a
residential weekend. We
welcome Cath and her family to
our scouting community.
In other news, we bade
farewell to Andrew Mackie, our
Scout Leader. Andrew is well
known throughout the community and was one of the pillars who established our group back in 2010. Andrew
leaves us with a strong legacy, and we are extremely grateful for his support and guidance over the years.
All parents and friends of 1st Gundaroo are invited to our annual report presentation, which will be held on
Tuesday 5 April at 7pm. Parents and anyone from the community are more than welcome to join us and help
us meet our administrative requirements for the year.

Phil Gaden

Group Leader
0413 137 761

The Gundaroo Gazette
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Passion (from p 11)
Ingredients

Unsalted butter, softened
Castor sugar for 4 ramekins
2 egg yolks
90 gms castor sugar
8 egg whites

←

130 ml freshly juiced passionfruit
Extra castor sugar for egg whites
For the Chantilly cream :
300 ml pure cream
2 tbs icing sugar

Method

Preheat oven to 190C.
Whip cream and sugar till soft peaks form.
Coat the ramekins with butter and half fill one with castor sugar,
rotate in the hand to coat the inside entirely.
Repeat with remaining ramekins.
Put egg yolks in a bowl and whisk well, add the sugar and whisk
until pale and creamy.
Put egg whites in a clean bowl and whisk gently for 1 min, as it
starts to foam, whisk more vigorously in circular motions, lifting
the whites to aerate them.
When soft peaks start to form, sprinkle some castor sugar over
the mix and continue to whisk until firm and stiff.
Add passionfruit juice to the yolk mixture and add a quarter of the
egg whites and fold through to incorporate, then add the
remaining egg whites and fold through gently.
Spoon mixture into the ramekins, until a little over the rim – run
your thumb around the rim to enable the souffle to rise evenly.
Place the ramekins in the oven and cook for 14 mins.
Remove from the oven and dust with icing sugar.
Plate the ramekins and at the table, use a spoon to make a cut
across the top of the souffle and place a dollop of cream into
the cut.
Eat immediately.

The Gundaroo Gazette
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Epicureanista
An occasional column about food and wine
By Geoff Burton
Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au

Passion
Recently Sharon and I hooked up with an old filmmaking colleague whom we hadn’t seen for some
years. We lunched in an excellent restaurant in
Paddington called PORCINE, owned by our friend’s
son. Clearly the speciality of the house – organic
nose-to-tail pork presented in the most delicate
forms was outstanding, but I was most excited to find
Passionfruit Ile Flotant on the dessert list.
This simple but really appropriate French dessert is
one of my favourites. In this case the soft meringue
Ile, floating in a bowl of sweet, delicately flavoured
cold custard, was dressed with a passionfruit sauce,
nicely referencing the role of passionfruit in our very
Australian pavlova tradition. Thanks to a prolific vine
growing in my childhood backyard, passionfruit was
my first fruit to engorge every summer and it remains
a favourite today with its tangy-sweet flavours.
I was reminded that just up the road a block or so from
PORCINE, another French/Australian dessert was
created, around forty-five years ago, which is still
reminisced about by older Sydney foodies. In 1976,
chef Claude Corne and
his wife Nicole migrated
to Australia after
working in and creating
French restaurants in
the south of France and
in French Africa. The
couple took over a small
old residence in
Paddington, then in use
as a Spanish bar, and
the intimate French
bistro CLAUDES was
born.
Claude and Nicole, always working the kitchen and the
floor together, quickly became a hit with cashed-up
locals, and booking a seat became difficult. The go-to
dishes were Bouillabaisse (Claude trained in Marseille’s
restaurants) and his Passionfruit Souffle, served in
individual copper pans, was never off his daily menu. I
don’t think Claude and Nicole were ever comfortable
with expanding their bistro size business, and in 1981
sold CLAUDES to Damien and Josephine Pignolet, who
upgraded the venue and extended the fine-dining
concept. Wisely they bought the name CLAUDES, which
gave them an immediate and faithful clientele.
Over the next ten years, Claude and Nicole operated five
different bistro style restaurants in Sydney, the Hunter
Valley and the Blue Mountains. Without the name
‘Claudes’, the couple were hard to find as they never
The Gundaroo Gazette
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advertised their new venues. Fortunately a foodie gossip
network spread the word and directions were
distributed. One summer day in the Hunter Valley, I
drove past a winery that advertised a restaurant: Clos
de Corne – it had to be Claude and Nicole and it was. I
asked Claude if I could watch him prepare the souffle, or
could he give me a recipe. To both requests he politely
laughed and said maybe next time.
In 1993 when I was preparing to film John Duigan’s
movie SIRENS in the Blue Mountains, there was a
rumour that Claude had a restaurant in Katoomba,
having recently left a place in Blackheath. We had a
particularly efficient Location Manager on the movie
and I asked her to look out for Claude and Nicole in
her travels, in exchange for dinner. Two days later the
couple were found operating in a restaurant space
called ECHOES, situated in a nearby tourist hotel
complex. For the duration of the film shoot it was
very reassuring to have a supply of Passionfruit
Souffle to hand!
At the end of the shoot I took a party of six of my
crew for dinner at Claude’s before our return to
Sydney. Claude and Nicole were as gracious as always
and talked of plans to finally retire somewhere in the
Blue Mountains. I remember looking across our table
of six empty souffle pots towards the kitchen servery
window where Claude was keeping an eye on our
progress. Earlier in the evening he had told us that he
regarded the Passionfruit Souffle as his gift to
Australian cuisine. That was the last time I saw
Claude. He and Nicole did retire to a cottage in the
Blue Mountains where Claude sadly died in 2013.
Printed on the back of the Echoes menu, Claude had
written: “Australia, the land that allowed me to
discover myself”.
Dear Reader, if you are still with me you will now
understand why there is no attached souffle recipe
from Claude Corne. Instead I am offering Neil Perry’s
version of the dish (see left on page 10), which I must
say equals Claude’s. In the wine magazine that
published this
recipe Neil states:
“I believe that
passionfruit souffle
is the best souffle
there is, a big call I
know, but I’m
making it. It was
on the menu at the
original Rockpool
for every year it
was open.” Rockpool opened in 1989.
Bon appetit!
March 2022

OUT AND ABOUT IN GUNDAROO
Random matters of local interest
Grej of the Day

“What did you learn at school today?” could a child
respond “Nothing”. Parents have commented to me how
By Sarah Dunkerley
amazing facts just slip out – when visiting a museum,
playing a board game, or adding to a discussion.
As a former teacher at Gundaroo Public School, I
wanted to share a wonderful inspiring concept that has
As a class, we kept our grej facts in an exercise book, and
been instilling within some of the classes at Gundaroo
revised these to participate in monthly kahoots as a fun
for the past two years a curiosity to deepen the
way to see what we
children’s thirst for knowledge. This is ‘Grej of the Day’.
remembered. At the
end of the year, we
Since COVID has prevented parents from entering
created Grej board
classrooms to see for themselves the display boards
games which showed
linking the children’s learning of the world around
just how far the
them by showing connections between culture, events
children had come in
and people, I thought it timely to share now with the
seeing themselves as
wider community.
global citizens and
Grej is a Swedish word that represents ‘one thing’. The
linking their learning
concept of Grej of the Day was created in 2009 by
to the world around
Micke Hermansson, a Swedish former classroom
them.
teacher. As a child he devoured countless facts and
In 2021, Micke Hermansson did presentations all around
details from published materials, including the
the world on his concept ‘Grej of the Day’. There are
Guinness Book of Records, in his free time as a hobby.
tens of thousands of teachers all over the world and
He developed the concept of Grej of the Day and broke
hundreds of teachers in New Zealand and Australia
it down into simple steps. I saw his Ted Talk video in
alone that have taken this into their teaching day. He has
2019 as I was flicking through Facebook and was
written books, done Ted Talks and lectures, and set up
immediately taken with the idea.
Facebook sites dedicated to spreading this concept
In 2020 as I taught years 3/4/5 at Gundaroo, I
globally. I’m thrilled to have been a part of that.
incorporated Grej of the Day into my teaching routine
Early in a school day
and haven’t looked back. That’s the wonderful thing
in 2020, the 3/4 class
about a small school like Gundaroo. There is flexibility
at Gundaroo Public
to think outside the box and run with ideas that
school got to speak
enhance the educational experience.
via zoom to the Grej
In 2021, two classes at Gundaroo Public School. made
creator Micke, who
Grej of the Day the catalyst to encourage the students
was staying up very
to discover new perspectives in the process of
late in Sweden.
learning, and I believe it continues in 2022.
(pictured right) They
Three key components make a Grej of the Day
asked a lot of
successful.
questions of this
fascinating man and I
Step 1: Piquing their curiosity (1 min)
hope realised how
The teacher starts by giving students a clue the day
special that moment was.
before about the upcoming topic. This brief clue
I believe that as these children grow up and venture
encourages them to explore their thinking, and I have
out into the world, the skills, information, and sense of
been reliably informed that quite a lot of Gundaroo
wonder that Grej of the Day develops will hold them in
dinner-table debates have happened over the past
couple of years trying to decipher clues. These clues could good stead for what lies ahead. As Micke Hermansson
always says, “knowledge is cool”.
be a fun fact, a famous quote, or a riddle, and so on.

Step 2: Fun facts and Stories (4–6 mins)

Heartwood: The art and science

After the students have analysed the clue and guessed
the topic, the next step is for the teacher to proceed
with the main points of the presentation. I found that
the children were captivated by the background to a
topic and the compact dynamics presentation.
There was always a WOW fact included. Did you know
sloths can hold their breath longer than dolphins? Or
that the teddy bear was named after the American
president Teddy Roosevelt? This is often the thing they
remember, and sparks their curiosity to find out more.

of growing trees for conservation
and profit by Rowan Reid
Book review by Cate Thomas
I confess I was a bit reluctant to read Heartwood when
Alan, our editor, suggested it. I knew Alan had a forestry
background and is a friend of the author, and I thought
this would be something dear to him – but not to me!
But I started reading anyway, trusting his knowing me
and what I’m interested in, and from the first page I was
captivated. Not the least because of the interesting and
relevant photos, but also because of Rowan Reid’s storytelling style of writing. And, because he is not just a

Step 3: Sharing the Grej
The last step is to have the children share their new
knowledge with someone else. No longer when asked,
The Gundaroo Gazette
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geeky forest scientist but also a surfer, a traveller, a
farmer and parent, the story is colourful and relatable.
Early in the book Rowan addresses the stereotyping
and political polarisation of foresters – “Everyone knows
forests are for either conservation or production, to be
saved or plundered” (p 11). He has been on a quest to
demonstrate otherwise for 40 years, and his property,
‘Bambra’, in The Otways, Victoria, is proof that it is
possible to find a middle ground.
Rowan points out that not only has there been no
sacrifice of grazing land and stocking rates on ‘Bambra’,
but in fact there have been net benefits – improved
productivity due to better protection for stock during
extreme weather events; erosion control; increased
biodiversity; and personal gains such as increased
aesthetics, comfort, job
satisfaction, and mental
health benefits. Grass grows
and is grazed in his
plantations. He plants
strategically for erosion
control, and has made money
from selectively harvesting. It
was deliberate by the author
because challenging
stereotypes is the
fundamental theme and
purpose for writing the book.
The sub-title of the book “The
art and science of growing trees for conservation and
profit” suddenly made sense.
Something Rowan challenges is a common catch-cry of
land managers: “but I won’t be around to see the
profits or enjoy the mature trees!”. He has battled with
this himself, especially when it came to planting his
Coast Redwoods (Sequoia sempervirans), and despite
starting his plantings relatively early in his life. He has
countered this by vigorously pursuing “the secret to
growing fat trees fast …” (p 87).
Rowan researched tree stocking rates, basal areas, trunk
heights and diameters, and compared plantation trees
to old natural forests in California. He has experimented
with many other species and shown that some native
Australian species – like Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta) and
Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) – are fast-growing and
useful if you want to see a quick return, Rowan also
demonstrates that you can harvest early if you have a
market for the timber. In 2010 he harvested ten 22-yearold Shining Gums (Eucalyptus nitens) after finding a
buyer who produced veneers. He says the buyer paid
him “handsomely” (p 140).
Don’t be fooled by the title of each chapter in the
Contents section. Each is headed according to the
main tree species Rowan has planted on ‘Bambra’
over the past 30 years. I made the mistake of going
straight to the chapter of a tree species I’m most
familiar with, thinking I could skip the others. But I
soon found that despite being titled “Red Ironbark”
or “Silky Oak”, the chapter had so much more than
just information about that particular tree species –
anecdotes about visits to Kenya, growing Silky Oaks
in Uganda, Coast Redwoods in New Zealand, and
amusing stories about field trips in “snow flurries” p
82). I found myself having to go back to the start in
case I missed something too interesting!
The Gundaroo Gazette
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The structure of the book makes it easy to avoid some
of the chemistry and maths formulae, tables and
graphs if that is not your thing. Between each chapter
is wedged a two-page section called “Science and
Practice”, full of tables and figures. I skipped quite a
few of these, to get through the book quickly, but I do
love a good table and statistics, and will return to read
all of them. Topics in these ‘wedges’ include:
“Quartersawn, backsawn and shrinkage”; “How to
grow tall trees”; and “How much space does a tree
need to grow?”. And like a good academic (he taught
forest science at Melbourne University for 30 years),
Rowan provides valuable references at the end of each
chapter for you to explore even further.
While reading Heartwood, I had a couple of
‘information-full-circle-moments’ where something else
I’d read recently came up in the book. In following the
well-regarded Woorndoo Chatsworth Landcare Group’s
social media page, I’d stumbled upon the decades-old
issue of sediment and nutrient build up in Melbourne’s
water catchment. Lo and behold, in Chapter 7, Rowan
talks about research on Melbourne’s water catchment
after highly toxic algae blooms in 1991.
The research focused specifically on the run-off from
agricultural land and asked if trees or grass around the
waterways were better at trapping the fine sediment
before it entered the catchment. It turned out that a
combination of both captured 99% of the problematic
sediment. Rowan followed the research and its
outcomes closely and was happy that it supported what
he'd been doing instinctively on ‘Bambra’. On reading
this, I was reassured that he has always tried to support
what he has been doing on ‘Bambra’ with sound
scientific evidence. And it’s further reassuring that he
has a handle on big and topical environmental issues,
even those way beyond his property boundaries.
Other conservation measures on ‘Bambra’ include
seeking to hasten hollow production for birds and
possums like the Sugar Glider. By observing how
hollows are formed in old trees, Rowan has trialled
hastening this process by cutting branches off young
Manna Gums on the sheltered side. He is constantly
thinking about how to support biodiversity on
‘Bambra’, and this is evident throughout the book.
There’s much more to this man and his book than just
growing trees for profit. He is a keen observer, thinker,
creative problem solver, and dedicated conservationist.
He has selectively harvested, has never had to buy
hardwood for his home fire, has continued grazing the
same acres for 30 years, yet has never undermined his
environmental values and practices. In fact, he has
improved the soils, waterways and biodiversity on
‘Bambra’ and beyond. Importantly, he shares what he has
learned with local farmers and others through the Otway
Agroforestry Network, which means anyone can learn
how to grow trees for conservation and profit.
Published by Melbourne Books, 2017. 304pp hardcover
with 300 colour photos and images. Updated and reprinted
twice, and 6,000 copies sold.
$49.95 direct from the author, and signed. Cheaper in
some large bookstores, but all proceeds from author sales
contribute to agroforestry education and demonstration.
Visit www.agroforestry.net.au.
Rowan featured on ABC’s Gardening Australia in June 2021.
March 2022

GUNDAROO PHYSIOTHERAPY and PILATES

We are excited to announce that James Langworthy has joined the
practice as a physiotherapist & is available to treat patients in the
village. James is a Gundaroo local and has been working in private
practices on the NSW South Coast & in Canberra since graduating in
2017. He has excellent experience in all physiotherapy services spanning
post-op, musculoskeletal, sport, spinal and general conditions.

PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES Tuesdays 9.15 – 10.15am

James will be continuing the popular Pilates-based exercise classes
that have been running in the Caledonia Store for 15+ years. The
classes will combine mat-based Pilates, general strength, flexibility
and balance exercises. They will be enjoyable but challenging classes,
suited to all levels, and can be tailored to individual needs.
Contact James on
0459 564 381 or jameslangworthy@bigpond.com to schedule a
physiotherapy appointment or to register for a Pilates class.
The Caledonia Store, Cork St Gundaroo

Family Day Care
in Gundaroo
We are seeking an additional
Family Day Care Educator in
Gundaroo
Contact us on
6236 8305 or at
admin@ccel.com.au
for further information.

Caring for our Country Kids

and Post Office
SHOP AND TAKEAWAY TRADING HOURS
Monday to Wednesday
8.00 am to 5.30 pm
Thursday and Friday
8.00 am to 6.30 pm
Saturday
9.00 am to 3.00 pm
Sunday
10.00 am to 2.00 pm
CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Any changes to these hours, which may occur from time to time, will
be notified on our Facebook page and on signage at our front door.

POST OFFICE TRANSACTIONS (excluding mail collection)
Monday to Friday
8.00 am to 5.30 pm
Saturday
9.00 am to 12 noon
Sunday
CLOSED
Mail can be collected at any time during shop hours.
Hot organic BBQ chickens available on Friday nights.
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.

Phone: 6236 8141
Fax: 6236 8681
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms
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Indumentum
A periodic column about matters natural
by Sue McIntyre
They made it

venturing more widely as their confidence grew. They
avoided the ground, and waited for their parents to come
in and feed them. The parents then started to encourage
them to fly a bit further by luring them between trees
before giving up their cropful of dinner.
Following that, the young birds initiated their own flights,
adding in some loops above the tree tops. Dead trees were
useful for all this training, providing a clear view for
landing. At eight weeks old, they were brave enough to
briefly land on the ground – a much riskier activity with
foxes around.
This behaviour has made me think how important it is to
select the right site for these birds to breed successfully.
There must be plenty of food within foraging distance. The
parents can probably travel quite a way for this, and our
birds rarely foraged close to the nest. The nest must be
discreet and well-anchored in the tree. These factors are
pretty self-evident.
But I had not considered the training period, where the
young need to be safe from the ground, with plenty of
secure perches, and enough appropriately spaced trees to
allow practice flights. They also seemed to prefer the three
dead stags conveniently positioned for their short training
flights.
One can only assume that when choosing a nest site, the
parents avoid forests with their crowded trees, as well as
isolated single trees. Something that I would never have
considered before. There is a lot going on in those small
bird brains.

Amidst all our global turmoil and worry, I can at least
update you with some cheerful news in relation to the
clutch of fluffy heron chicks that were the subject of this
column last month.
To recap, we were
alerted to the hatching
of three herons in early
January by the eggs
found under the large
nest high in a mature
Red Box. From these
very small eggs (pictured
left), three adult-sized
fledglings developed
over a period of about
four weeks – a
testament to the
productive summer and
the astonishingly hard
work of the parent
birds. The month-old
youngsters started
flapping around the
nest and moving
between branches.
The three eggshells of the White-faced Herons found
under the nest, marking the time of their hatching in early
January. They were surprisingly small and fragile, about two
thirds the length of a small hen's egg.

March 2022
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/

At this point we expected the birds to quickly leave the nest
and move away. But they didn't, and the second month was
even more interesting.
Their first forays from the nest were from branch to branch
within the tree, graduating to flying to adjacent trees, and
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The three young 'Kronks' about seven weeks after hatching,
able to fly from tree to tree but not yet independent. Here they
are watching out for their parents to return with food, and
hopefully to provide further guidance on how to be a heron.

15

March 2022

PUMPS & TANKS
HOME & GARDEN
AG & VET CHEMICAL
SHEDS & HARDWARE
STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME
STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING
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In our gardens
by Lisa Walmsley
The great unlevelling
As I wander around gardens in the district, it has
become alarmingly apparent that garden folk are
scared of working with levels and dont know how to
deal with the varying levels in their gardens.
I personally love levels in gardens, probably because
many of my own gardens have been flat, but mainly
because they broaden your gardening horizons and
provide a wider scope of opportunity to create
different spaces. Gardens without levels require extra
effort to create a feel of level change to provide a
vertical element.
Yes, levels can be expensive to rectify and if too steep
can become problems of their own accord.
Levels can cause problems with movement and rest –
steep slopes are difficult to manoeuvre around and
can be treacherous when wet. Levels can also create
big problems with drainage, and if handled badly can
make it worse. (I have a client who put in a wonderful
pool, in a cut below the house, and after the first
massive downpour, the pool filled with mud, which
naturally snow balled into more issues.)
Lawn on slopes can also be difficult with both mowing
and irrigation.
Many levels can
be dealt with by
‘terracing’ the
slope, which
creates level
‘steps’ across
the slope. This is
a way of moving
minimal soil and
is therefore less
expensive.
When creating
multiple levels
across a slope, you can create a series of unique
micro-climates, each with its own character and
usage. This can create a rich experience, with each
level providing a stage setting.
Paths can weave their way through the series of
terraces, and water looks wonderful cascading down in a
series of waterfalls. Walls and terraces tend to capture
warmth, pergolas provide shade, and different plant
material adds a stunning dimension to your slope.
Walls add a sense of space that flat land cannot, with
an immersion in the three-dimensional space created
from many layers. When it comes to practicality and
dollars, level gardens are preferred. Otherwise, soil
and mulch can wash away in heavy rain, and the
runoff doesn't soak into the soil as it should, leaving
plants thirsty.
The Gundaroo Gazette

When it comes to the look you want to achieve with
your terracing, it may be worth thinking outside the
square. The traditional sleeper or brick retaining walls
may prove to be a little dated when you could have a
more contemporary look with corten steel or gabion
baskets or large stones. All look amazing and are
sustainable.
Another wonderful effect can be created by using soil
in ‘mounds’ in interesting shapes, such as those
created in The Garden of Cosmic Speculation, created
by Charles Jencks.
Don’t be frightened of your levels. Embrace them, get
creative, and your garden will be stunning.

March 2022
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Sutton Automotive
& Engineering
All mechanical repairs
on cars, 4WDs and trucks
Horsefloat repairs

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton
Phone: 6230 3188
E: dssutton@bigpond.com

GoodWords Consulting
Edit | Write | Rewrite

Affordable
Accessible
Local
Alan Cummine

0407 488 927
alan.cummine@gmail.com

www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au
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Some insults (of many) from before the English
language was boiled down to four-letter words.
“He can compress the most words into the smallest idea of
any man I know.” (Abraham Lincoln}
“Some cause happiness wherever they go; others
whenever they go.” (Oscar Wilde)
“I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new
play. Bring a friend, if you have one.”
(George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill)
“Cannot possibly attend first night. Will attend
the second … if there is one.”
(Winston Churchill, in response)
I’ve had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I’m afraid this
wasn’t it.” (Groucho Marx)
“He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up.”
(Paul Keating)
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Wildcare
by Bec Quinn
Reporting injured wildlife

Once in care, the animal will be thoroughly assessed,
and a care plan will be devised to assist rehabilitation
and ultimately the release of the animal back to the wild.
If the decision is made to monitor an animal in place, the
rescuer will visit the animal regularly to ensure its
condition is not deteriorating. This is often done to
minimise the serious effects that the stress of capture
places on the animal. If the animal is too severely injured
or will be unreleasable, and the rescuer determines that
it is unlikely to survive, the decision may be made to
humanely euthanise the animal. This is a decision that
must be left to an experienced person who has a sound
understanding of what is realistically achievable.
Members of the public should not attempt to euthanise
an animal themselves. Not only is this illegal, but it can
also cause unnecessary suffering and cruelty.
If you come across sick, injured, or orphaned wildlife, or
an animal that just doesn’t seem to be behaving
normally and could need assistance, please phone
Wildcare on 6299 1966. We would much rather you call
us so that we can make an informed assessment to
ensure the best outcome for the animal.

Imagine this scenario. You’re driving home after work,
and you see an animal on the grass verge next to the
road. You’re unsure if it is injured, but you don’t often
see animals lying so close to the road. You stop the car
and go to have a quick look at the animal. It doesn’t get
up or run away as you approach, but you don’t want to
get too close, just in case. You can’t see any obvious
injuries, but something just doesn’t seem right. What
do you do now? You think about calling Wildcare, but
what if there’s nothing wrong and someone comes out
unnecessarily? You decide to call Wildcare. What
happens next?

February 2022
Re-run from August 2021. COVID isolation
prevented a new Wildcare article this month.

Gundaroo House and Baby Sitting
Need a babysitter?

This kangaroo was found in a Queanbeyan backyard, with no injuries
apparent to the person who called the Wildcare Helpline. After being
assessed by a Rescue Volunteer, it was brought into care due to its
overall condition and some less obvious injuries.

Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few
hours and want your kids looked after by:
✓ Experienced babysitters
✓ At reasonable rates
✓ Available most evenings
and weekends
✓ References available

When you phone Wildcare, the call is answered by a
Helpline volunteer. The line is staffed 24/7. The
volunteer will collect information from you, including
your name and phone number, the specific location of
the animal and any visible landmarks, the type of
animal, the approximate size or age of the animal and
the nature of any visible injuries.
All these questions help the roster volunteer determine
the most suitable rescuer to send to assist the animal.
Some rescues need specific training, such as snakes.
Some need vaccinated rescuers, in the case of bats. You
may be asked if you can safely bring the animal to a
rescuer or take it to a vet.
These decisions are made to ensure an injured or
orphaned animal gets the assistance it needs, as quickly
as possible. You may also be asked if you can remain
nearby the animal until a rescuer arrives. If you’re
unable to do so, it helpsl if you can mark the animal’s
location with something, such as a plastic shopping bag
tied to a fence post.
When the rescuer arrives at the animal’s location, they
begin to make an assessment of the animal’s injuries or
circumstances, and whether it should be brought into
care, left in place and monitored regularly, or
euthanised. If the animal is being brought into care, the
rescuer will start planning for this to happen, including
how to safely transport the animal.
The Gundaroo Gazette

Going away, and need a house sitter?
Want to leave your pets at home
and have the garden looked after by:
✓ Experienced pet sitters,
staying in your home
✓ In business since 2016
✓ At reasonable rates
✓ Referees available

Who are we?
We are Nikita and Grace and
have grown up in the village.
We go to Dickson College and
were long-time Scout members.
Contact us:
Grace: 0490 782 594
Nikita: 0490 391 520
Email: gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henry’s Paving &
Landscaping
Specialising in Paving
Pool Surrounds
Driveways
Entertainment Areas
Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers
Garden Edging/Garden Beds
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting
Turf Laying – and Much More.
Satisfaction Guaranteed
For an obligation free quote
Contact Herbie
0411 122518
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Gundaroo Sport
Gundaroo Goats – a dull year but a
bright future

Junior Goats end a great season
In other news, the Junior Goats recently completed
their season with a great presentation evening held
on the 4th of March. It's been a great year, with over
45 registrations and a regular turnout of 35 plus kids.
Chris Gaggin (with excellent assistance from Emma) did
an amazing job coordinating the whole thing and was
ably assisted by a number of parents who volunteered

And so another season draws to a close. Gundaroo
Goats just missed the finals (by two points) for the
2021/22 season. But the disappointment is tempered
by the knowledge that the future is bright.
After a pretty lacklustre couple of games early in
February, the Goats were determined to go into the
off-season with a scalp under their belt, and in an
excellent display did just that, knocking off Bowning at
home in the last game of the season.
What was most pleasing was the contribution from
the younger members of the team. Cadelle LeggeBrown took four wickets, Fin Hegyi bowled eight tight
overs of pace bowling on the trot, and Jack Riley gave
an excellent all-rounder performance – he opened
the bowling with 1 for 25, then came to bat at
number seven with the score at 5 for 26 and, along
with stalwart Mark Graham, put on 90 odd to see the
Goats home.
While the season had its disappointments, the
injection of new blood to the team since Christmas has
really added to ‘the vibe’ around the team (people
were actually showing up to training!), with the last
round being reward for persevering through a tough
season.
The Goats will be holding their presentation evening in
late March, hopefully in the six-month-old but never
used community rooms at the oval.

their time – coaching, wrangling, setting up, umpiring,
cooking BBQs, or just generally providing support.
Thanks to all of them and especially to Chris. Because
of you, the kids have had a great experience, and
hopefully go on enjoying the game of cricket.
Junior Goats will be back again late in 2022. Keep your
eye on the Gazette for updates.

Sean Egan

“Honestly, it’s not the way I look that
reveals my age. It’s my use of complete
sentences when I text.”
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• Lawyer conveyancing
• Wills
• Probate ACT and NSW
Online conveyancing service
www.ozpropertylaw.com
Local Gundaroo and Yass
Valley
1300 136 386

Rhondda Nicholas
Solicitor

The Gundaroo Gazette

22

March 2022

IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page has been temporarily amended to reflect changes
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place in mid-February. This changed again at the end of
February, but this page has not been updated.
Guests should contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks.
Contact details remain as listed.

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar

Eateries in Gundaroo

1692 Murrumbateman Road
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
Open Saturday and Sunday for tastings, and our
special wine and cheese lunch package.
Lunch/Tasting Package:
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm)
Wine Tastings:
11.45am onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm)
For more info on our food offerings and latest live
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au.

Grazing (The Royal Hotel)
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets
6236 8777
www.grazing.com.au
info@grazing.com.au
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub
Seating limits apply.
Phone and email bookings.
Lunch:
Thursday to Sunday
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.

Church worship in Gundaroo

Cork Street Gallery Café

In-person services and activities are
recommencing in accordance with official
COVID-safe conditions.

24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables)
6236 8217
Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO.
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.
Takeaway available.
Thursday & Friday: From 5pm dine-in and takeaway
Saturday & Sunday: From 11am dine -in and takaway
Face masks remain mandatory indoors, and seating
limits apply. Bookings are highly recommended.

Catholic
St Joseph’s Church

(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets)

Recommenced with conditions and limits.
Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964

Anglican
St Marks Church

Gundaroo Inn

(Cork Street)

23 Cork Street
6236 8155
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly
atmosphere. When fully re-opened (March), there will
once again be live music often, and takeaway food.
Trading hours are still changing as the new
management settles on a workable routine.
Keep checking Instagram and the community FB page.
February
Bar:
Wednesday to Sunday from 12pm
Restaurant: Wednesday to Sunday
12pm―3pm and 5pm–8pm
Seating limited inside. Booking advisable.
Dine-in and takeaway
March
Coffee:
Every day (once a barista is on deck)
Bar:
Tuesday to Sunday
Restaurant: Tuesday to Sunday

Recommenced with conditions and limits
All services start at 4.00pm
Communion Service (first Sunday)
Family Service (third Sunday)
Contact: The Ven R Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600

Uniting
Gundaroo Community Church

(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets)
Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at
9.00am and finishing with morning tea.
Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday)
Family service, led by local families.
All ages worship, with activities for kids.

Recommenced with conditions and limits

Open Service (second Sunday)
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with
activities for kids and youth.

Currently remains suspended

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday)
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities.
Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192
Ecumenical Services (Currently suspended)
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue.

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway
54 Cork Street
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.
Spaced seating limits numbers. (See ad on page 14.)

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street)
6236 8276
www.gundogestate.com.au
corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
Thursday to Monday 10am to 5pm
For seated wine tastings and sales. Spaced seating limits
numbers. Booking advisable, via phone or email.
(See ad on page 10.)
The Gundaroo Gazette

Facebook pages (Local groups)

Gundaroo Community Connect
Gundaroo Community Noticeboard
Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell
Gundaroo & District Historical Society

Website
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Gundaroo Services and Contacts

The Gundaroo Gazette

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000

Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Anthony Fitzgerald.
Extra help welcome.
e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
mob: 0407 488 927
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or
an article, or to place an advertisement.
Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for
content is 25th of the preceding month.
Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate
files, rather than embedded in the document.
Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.)
Small — $20
55mm wide x 85mm tall
Medium — $30
120mm x 85mm
and 55mm wide x 175mm tall
Large — $40
185mm x 85mm
Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for
the advertisement to be run.
The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.

Cathy Stephenson

Morning Street

6236 8377 (h)
0414 648 763

Lisa Bell

Lot Street

6236 8950 (h)
0412 102 714

Joselyn Udy

Rosamel Street

0488 089 067

Anthony Fitzgerald

Morning Street

0459 555 181

Emily Wallis

Morning Street

6236 8948 (h)
0404 215 531

Lute Street

0412 627 788

Darren Schoevers

Cork Street

6236 8481 (h)
0402 494 604

Stephanie
McCaffery

Buranda Lane

Gina Collins
(Admin matters)

Cork Street

0427 300 393
6236 8435 (h)
0412 256 490
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See this page for the list of
core responders.

Other emergency services:
Gunning District Nurse
Veterinary Surgeon
Injured wildlife
Justice of the Peace

Telephone/s

Julie Jefferson

Defibrillator (AED)

NSW Ambulance
(non-urgent)
Fire Brigades:
Gundaroo
Back Creek
Sutton
Yass River–Nanima
Fire Control (Yass)
State Emergency Service
(SES)
(Sutton)

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a
cardiac emergency around the village.
It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core
responders’ (shown below).
Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com.
Address

Contact

Police
Queanbeyan
Yass
Gunning
(stops at Bellmount Forest)
Collector
(includes Gundaroo)

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator

Name

Service
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6298 0599
6226 9399
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au
Snr Constable Daniel Wise
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald
131 233
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff)
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler)
0418 303 232 (John Cooper)
6100 6252 (Duty Officer)
6226 3100
132 500
0417 502 396 (Duty phone)
4845 1166
6236 8222 (Eamon Ryan, Bill Ryan)
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours)
0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath)

Yass Valley Council
Council Office
Gundaroo Councillor
Gundaroo Community
Association
Soldiers Memorial Hall

6226 1477
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess)
0421 520 278
(Moraig McKenna)
info@gundaroohall.org.au

Gundaroo Park Trust

0411 400 897 (Ron Miller)

Gundaroo Common Trust

6236 8129 (Helen Willett)

Police Paddock

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns)

Village Monuments

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden)

Gundaroo Public School

6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls)

Gundaroo Outside School
Hours (GOSH)
Ist Gundaroo Scout Group
(Joeys to Rovers)
Gundaroo Playgroup
(Little Explorers)
Gundaroo & District
Historical Society
Gundaroo Arts and Culture

6236 8105

Gundaroo Community
Singers
‘Gundaroo Loves Books’
Book Club
Gundaroo Men’s Shed

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster)

Gundaroo churches

See p 23 for services & contacts.

Civil Marriage Celebrant

0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird)
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden)
0425 275 767 (Storm Watson)
0418 496 908 (Sue Burns)
gundarooartsculture@gmail.com

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne)
richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews)
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