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Brigade members recognised at AGM 
Participants in the Gundaroo Rural Fire 
Brigade’s 2022 Annual General Meeting 
in March witnessed not only significant 
changes in the brigade’s leadership team 
but also the recognition of many 
members through the presentation of 
four different well-deserved awards.  

This year the AGM was held in the very 
spacious fire truck shed so as to provide a 
more attractive COVID-safe meeting 
space.  

Elections  

Some very long-serving office bearers 
called it a day, making way for another 
generation of leaders.  

The members elected Nick Drew as the 
new President, replacing Lawrie Willett, 
who retired after having served 17 years 
in the role.  

The Brigade also has a new Captain, Ian 
Robinson (pictured right),  accepting the 

reins from Michael Cliff, who stepped 
away after 18 years.  

Far from being ‘newbies’, however, both 
Nick and Ian have long histories with the 
Gundaroo brigade, and have had senior 
responsibilities.  

Trained as a firefighter in Western 
Australia 24 years ago, Nick has been 
with the Gundaroo brigade for 20 years. 
In that time he has been Training Officer, 
Secretary, President (twice) and Deputy 
Captain.  

Ian, a member 
for nearly 40 
years, has 
served as a 
Deputy and 
then 15 years 
as Senior 
Deputy.  

The new 
Senior Deputy 
is another 
highly 

experienced and long-serving and 
brigade member, Andrew Nicholls, 
having already served as an Equipment 
Officer and many years as a Deputy.  

All the office bearers elected at the AGM 
are listed in the Brigade bulletin on p 7. 

Members recognised 

Multiple presentations added colour to 
the evening, and two important guests 
were kept busy performing these duties.  

Ron Hardy, Captain of Group 4, Southern 
Tablelands Zone – Gundaroo, Back Creek,  

Sutton and Yass River brigades – shared 
‘the stage’ with Supertintendent Peter 
Alley, Manager Southern Tableands Zone. 
They are pictured below (Peter in the 
white shirt, Ron ‘in uniform’), presenting 
one of the awards to new Senior Deputy 
Captain Andrew Nicholls.  

The disastrous 2019–20 bushfires were 
the focus of most of the awards.  

Meredith Southwell belatedly received 
her Premier’s Award (received by others 
last year).  

Then the Commissioner’s Certificate of 
Service was presented to no fewer than 
33 brigade members, in further 
recognition of their voluntary role during 
that unforgettable season.  

Honorary Life Memberships were then 
bestowed on five brigade members,  
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Quotes for the month 
“You wouldn’t worry so much about what others think of you  

if you realised how seldom they do.”  

(Anna) Eleanor Roosevelt (1884–1962) 

American political figure, diplomat, human rights activist. First Lady of the  
US (1933–1945) during Franklin D. Roosevelt’s four terms as President 

“When a clown moves into a palace, he doesn’t become  
a king. The palace becomes a circus.” 

A recently much-quoted adaption of an old Turkish proverb 

In this issue … 
Local News pp 1–3 
Community Noticeboard pp 4–5 
Film Society p 6 
Fire Brigade bulletin  p 7 
Gundaroo School pp 8–9 
1st Gundaroo Scouts pp 10–11 
Mermaid dreaming p 13 
Meet the neighbours p 15 
Produce gardening p 17 
A guide to safer pile burns p 19 
Sport p 21 
Eateries,  Church services p 23 
Emergency & Community contacts       p 24 

http://www.gundaroo.org/


      The Gundaroo Gazette      April 2022 2 

LOCAL NEWS
acknowledging their contributions and 
support over very long periods or for 
sustained special service to the 
brigade. These deserving members 
were: Vince Harriot, Peter (Barney) 
Laudenbach, Larry Greetham, Mal 
Laurie and Chris Perry.  

Peter Firth and Rhonda Harriot were 
then nominated for the next round of 
Honorary Life Memberships.  

The last award was the Governor 
General’s National Emergency Medal, 
which Superintendent Alley presented 
to eight deserving brigade members 
on behalf of the Governor General.  

Quite a few attendees enjoyed the 
convivial post-meeting ‘mix and 
mingle’ before calling it a night.  

Brigade history 

Since the meeting, The Gundaroo 
Gazette has had some discussions 
about progress in producing a history of 
the Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade. When 
published (next year perhaps?), it will 
include stories about generations of 
families that have helped maintain the 
vigour and enthusiam of the brigade 
over many years.  

The Robinsons are one such family.  

New Captain, Ian, is one brother from 
two Robinson families.  

Ian’s wife Karen and their two children 
have all been active members of the 
brigade, and Karen was President for 
some years.  

Although brother Dave and his wife 
Deidre have lived in the district for far 
fewer years, both have had key 
responsibilities – Dave as a Deputy for 
five years and Deidre as Publicity 
Officer since 2015. And three of their 
four adult children have been 
members, with Glenn becoming one of 
the five deputies this year.  

In a way, this Robinson ‘dynasty’ 
continues that of the Kershaws – Deidre 
being one. Her two older brothers, 
Arthur and Laurie, were very active, as 
were her parents, her father Sterling 
having been awarded Honorary Life 
Membership after 50 years of voluntary 
service.  

It will be a local history book to look 
forward to.  

Gundaroo Park works still 
‘in progress’ 
Amenities Block 
After a few false starts on when the 
Amenities block at Gundaroo Park will 
be open for use, the Chair of the 
Gundaroo Park Land Manager Board,  

Ron Miller, is now confident we’re ‘in 
the home straight’.  

“While the major work was completed 
before last Christmas, there have been a 
few bits and pieces to be finished, 
including emergency lighting, the 
sealing of the kitchen floor, finalising 
the fitting out of the toilets, some 
protective bollards for the new septic 
system, and the sealing of the entrance 
gateway to the Park”, Ron said. 

“And like much of the work along the 
way, these bits and pieces have been 
delayed for a variety of reasons, but, to 
extend the metaphor, we can ‘see the 
finishing post’. Keep an eye open for 
bulletins on progress.” 

Bike track 
The team in charge of creating and 
sealing the bike track has received its 
new stock of ‘dirt glue’ for the next 
stage improvements to the bike track. 
Work is expected to start soon. 

Playground Shade 
Betta Canvas from Queanbeyan were 
out recently to do a final measure-up 
for the new playground shade. Ron 
Miller says that work is expected to 
“start soon”. 

Solar system 
The new battery-solar system on the 
Amenities Block (below) has been installed 
by Renew Power from Bellmount Forest. 

Ron Miller says, “Paul 
Coates and his team 
have done a great job, 
and have set the 
system up in such a 
way that we can easily 
extend it when and if 
we get more funding”.  

Sealing the entrance 
The bitumen seal on the Park entrance 
was completed on Wednesday 20 April. 
(True! Ed. See picture above right.)  

While the initial work was being done, 
the Park entrance had been closed, 
camping had been suspended, and local 
traffic (for Scouts, Men’s Shed etc) had 
been diverted along Harp Street and 
Gundaroo Terrace. Pedestrian access 
had been available to the Park facilities 
for locals and travellers. 

Camping 
For the past month or so, camping at the 
Park has been restricted to self-contained 
caravans and motorhomes as the old 
septic system hasn’t fully recovered from 
its recent overload. Camping was also 
closed for the last week of March for 
roadworks. With the imminent opening 
of the Amenities Block, camping should 
return to normal. New signage will be 
installed in the near future as part of the 
Park’s formal approval as a ‘primitive 
camping ground’ and to keep campers 
informed about the rules. 

Good turnout at the 
Common AGM 
A good number of Commoners and 
interested Gundaroo residents turned 
out for the Common Trust Annual 
General Meeting, held on 29 March. 
Trust board members are elected every 
three years, so it will be 2024 before a 
new board is elected.  

An item of interest discussed at the 
meeting was the recent advice from 
NSW Crown Lands that the Common 
Trust's application for weed control 
funding under the 2021–22 Crown 
Reserves Improvement Fund (CRIF) 
had been successful. The Trust will 
receive $4,400 for use over the 
coming 12 months.  

It is curious that The Yass Phoenix had 
an article on successful applications to 
the CRIF program in the Goulburn 
electorate, but it didn't include mention 
of the Gundaroo Common Trust.  

‘Steady as she goes’ at the 
helm of GCA 
The Gundaroo Community Association 
AGM held on 6 April returned the 
following committee to help conduct 
GCA’s events and activities over the next 
twelve months: 

President – Moraig McKenna  
Treasurer – Gina Collins 
Secretary – Sue Burns 
Committee – Sue Kominek, David 
Taylor, Emma Shadbolt, Maartje 
Sevenster (re-elected), with new 
committee members Cate Thomas and 
Ingrid Honeybrook. 
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Yass Valley Council’s new Mayor, Allan 
McGrath, attended the meeting. Allan 
spoke about his background and 
listened to community concerns about 
the state of roads (Marked Tree Rd in 
particular) and funding allocations. 
Attendees also reiterated the strong 
importance of heritage and sense of 
community within the village and 
surrounds. 

Bungendore High School 
site uncertain 

The first Principal of Bungendore High 
School has been appointed – Melissa 
Giddins, from northern NSW. During 
April she has been busy introducing 
herself to the Bungendore community 
and to the primary schools and rural 
areas in the feeder communities, and 
has begun recruiting to build a 
leadership team to enable the school to 
open with Years 7 and 8 in 2023.  

Gundaroo is one of these feeders, 
which, as well as Bungendore, include 
Tarago, Captains Flat and Sutton 
schools, plus, for example, Mt Fairy, 
Hosinstown, Bywong and Wamboin.  

Uncertainty arose in February and March 
after the new Queanbeyan–Palerang 
Council revoked the previous Council’s 
support for the site that had been settled 
after three years of public consultation.  

Since February, plans and approvals have 
been on hold while the dispute involving 
Council, NSW Government agencies, and 
the Bungendore High School Action 
Group are resolved.  

The recruitment process will continue 
nonetheless in anticipation of the new 
high school getting started in 2023.  

The Gundaroo Gazette is monitoring 
progress towards a workable resolution. 
Meanwhile, interested readers should 
visit the websites and FB pages of the 
NSW Department of Education and the 
Bungendore High School Action Group.  

Sutton Pharmacy Plus 
‘grand opening’ 

The Gundaroo Gazette spent a bit of time 
at the ‘grand opening’ of the new Sutton 
Pharmacy on Saturday 26 March.  

The activities were as promoted in the 
March edition – sausage sizzle, face 
painting, 20% off all shop items, gifts 
with puchases – and were overseen by 
the on-site pharmacist, Islam Ahmed, 
and the owners (pharmacists from 
Victoria with several other regional 
pharmacies.) (Pictured above right.) 

The store offers basic household 
groceries and goods. The pharmacy  

shelves are well-stocked, the behind-
counter shelves can supply a wide 
range of chemist-only and prescribed 
medications, and the pharmacy can 
source unusual prescriptions just as 
easily as the big Canberra operations.  

From The Gundaroo Gazette’s 
observations of Islam’s dealings with 
customers (the pharmacy was trading 
at the ‘grand opening’), he knows his 
stuff, offers safe advice freely, and 
takes the trouble to follow-up and 
research customers’ queries.  

For those who haven’t yet dropped in 
for a ‘stickybeak’, it is worth doing.  

[NOTE: Editor has no interest in this 
enterprise, but believes the community 
will find it a valuable addition to local 
services, and hopes it will succeed.] 

Relevant announcements 
by our Goulburn MP  
Four announcements by our local state 
MP, The Hon.Wendy Tuckerman, appear 
relevant to the Gundaroo community. 

(Rotary) Emergency Service 
Community Awards (RESCA) 
Nominations are open for the 2022 
Emergency Services Community 
Awards (Rotary Clubs and Districts). 
Each year these state-wide awards 
recognise the special dedication and 
service of frontline emergency 
services personnel and volunteers 
from seven emergency services, 
including the Rural Fire Service.  

Nominations close on 31 May. Finalists 
are announced on 22 June, and Awards 
presented on Saturday 13 August.  

Go to: https://nsw.rescawards.org.au  

Regional Events Acceleration Fund 
Local event organisers can apply for 
funding to bring major events to the 
regions ($100,000 minimum) or to make 
existing sporting, musical and cultural 
events bigger and better 
($50,000―$200,000).  

Applications close 4 October 2022.  

Go to: www.nsw.gov.au/REAFund  

Primary Industries Productivity and 
Abatement Program 

This program will invest $125 million to 
improve carbon management on farm and, 
public land and Aboriginal-managed lands 
across the state. It aims to reduce carbon 
emissions, build jobs and economic 
resilience in regions, and allow primary 
producers and land managers to develop 
new revenue streams through  carbon 
markets while achieving biodiversity and 
natural capital benefits for NSW. Go to: 
www.energysaver.nsw.gov.au/netzeroland  

Bert Evans Apprentice Scholarships 

Local first-year apprentices facing financial 
or personal hardship can apply for a 
$15,000 sholarship ($5,000 for three years) 
to help with their trade and study.  

Applications close on Friday 27 May 2022.  

Go to: www.education.nsw.gov.au/skills-
nsw-bert-evans-scholarships  

Vintage and 
Veteran Motorcycle 
Club of Canberra 
members display 
their immaculate 
treasures at their 
annual rally to 
Gundaroo Park .  

Catered by 
Gundaroo  
Men’s Shed 
(12 March) 

https://nsw.rescawards.org.au/
http://www.nsw.gov.au/REAFund
http://www.energysaver.nsw.gov.au/netzeroland
http://www.education.nsw.gov.au/skills-nsw-bert-evans-scholarships
http://www.education.nsw.gov.au/skills-nsw-bert-evans-scholarships
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Gunning medical services – 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy – 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

Unsealed road grading schedule 

Council has recently graded or is due to grade the 
following unsealed roads in the Gundaroo area: 

• Gundaroo town streets – completed 
• Wurungul Lane – completed 
• Back Creek Road – scheduled 

Changed access to Gundaroo Park 

As part of the completion work for the new amenities 
block at Gundaroo Park, Council will be sealing the 

driveway into the park between 28 March and 1 April 
(and possibly 4 April depending on the weather). This will 

restrict vehicle access to the park and its facilities. 
Members of the public will still be able to access the 

grounds including the playground, bike track and public 
toilets via the footpaths. Local user group traffic will also 

still be able to access the park via Harp Street (detour 
signs will be in place). However, the park will be closed to 

all campers between 27 March and 4 April. 

School safety upgrades 

Traffic control may be in place on Lot Street during the 
Gundaroo Public School safety upgrades, which are due 

to begin on 4 April. Contractors will be installing a 
pedestrian refuge, a ‘kiss and drop’ zone and disabled car 
park in front of the school, as well as relocating the bus 
stop. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation during this 

time and expect only short delays. 

Youth Week 

Yass Valley Library is hosting a free bowls workshop with 
an accredited coach as part of Youth Week this April. The 

workshop is suitable for children aged over 10 and all 
equipment and lunch are provided. Parents and carers 

are also welcome to attend and everyone is encouraged 
to stay after the workshop to watch the ACT Junior Bowls 

Competition. 

Where: Yass Bowling Club 
When: Tuesday, 12 April – 10:30 am-12:00 pm 

Yass Valley Animal Shelter 

The new Yass Valley Animal Shelter Facebook page is 
now live. Please like or follow for information about 

missing animals and animals available for adoption. We 
currently have a female kelpie looking for her owner and 

two male dogs looking for new homes. 

Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 
No COVID restrictions for Hall bookings 

The NSW Government has now removed all social 

distancing and other restrictions for indoor gatherings.  

Consequently, the Hall can once more be booked for 

functions and meetings at full capacity.  

Colin Lee 

Secretary /Public Officer 
 

Back Creek Rural Fire Brigade 

Annual General Meeting 

7:00pm Thursday 28 April 2022 
Back Creek Fire Shed  

1769 Murrumbateman Road, Gundaroo NSW 

Agenda 

1.       Open and welcome 
2.       Apologies 
3.       Minutes of the last AGM 
4.       Business arising from the last AGM  
        (including confirmation of auditor) 
5.       Captain’s report 
6.       Treasurer’s report 
7.       Training Officer’s report 
8.       Equipment Officer’s report 
9.       Election of Office Bearers 
Refreshments will be available at the  

conclusion of the meeting. All are welcome. 

Andrew Mackie 
Honorary Secretary 

0418 403 728 

 



         The Gundaroo Gazette          April 2022  5 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

 

  

From ‘The Desk’ 
Well, ‘my left foot’ (good name for a movie!) is the gift 
that keeps on giving. So generously that this month it 
shouted me eight days in ‘the health farm’ in the 
usual final week of production. That must serve as my 
‘late note’! To add to your editor’s embarrassment, 
this edition thereby missed publishing notices for 
Easter (deleted) AND Anzac Day (too late to delete).  

Our features this month are pictorial, on pages 8–9 
and 10–11. They illustrate two exciting initiatives by 
Gundaroo School and 1st Gundaroo Scouts that 
expand the range of activities for our students, Scouts 
and Cubs that might become regular events.  

And, as always, our regular columnists ― Geoff, Sue, 
Lisa, Bec and Sean ― lifted your Editor’s spirits by 
writing stories I like to read and publish ― hopefully 
to be of similar interest to you, our readers.  

Our advertisers consistently put their services before 
you, neatly just meeting the costs at DR Print for the 
many who still prefer their Gazette to be on paper. I 
hope you keep making their support worthwhile.  

I like to thank my reliable sources of local news and 
events too, and especially our tireless RMB couriers. 

Until May 
Your Editor | Custodian 

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ― 7am–9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ― 3pm–6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
2022 Exhibition: When did you first visit the Gundaroo Inn? 
Who did you meet there? We want to hear your story about 
this social hub of Gundaroo as part of its 150-year history. 

Please get in touch to tell us your tales at 
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com.  

The exhibition is tentatively scheduled for  
4–13 June at (guess where) the Gundaroo Inn.  

What else is happening?: As well as the exhibition, this year 
we will be recording the stories of some long-term local 

residents and updating our website. Once again we will be 
on the lookout for pictures for our annual calendar, so if 

you have any pictures of interest, do let us know. 
The Gundaroo Heritage Walk: Having visitors to Gundaroo? 

Don’t forget our free walking guide for Gundaroo with 
information about its heritage buildings and sites. Copies can 

be found at the Gundaroo Grocer and other businesses in 
Gundaroo. The guide can also be accessed online from our 

website https://gundaroohistoricalsociety.com/heritage-walk/. 

Next GDHS meeting: 7pm Monday 30 May  
at the Literary Institute.  

You are welcome to join us.  

. 

Sutton Pharmacy Plus 
Experienced pharmacist. Well-stocked pharmacy. 

Small general store for household basics 
Discounted prescriptions – NDSS diabetes supplies 

Vaccinations – Medication weekly packaging  
Compounding – Medication review. 

51 Camp St, Sutton 
Trading: 9am–5.30pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat.  

Ph: 6230 3552, Fax: 6230 6023 
Email: suttonpharmacyplus@gmail.com 

    
Anzac Dawn Service 

Monday 25 April, 5.30am 

Commemorate the Australian and Allied forces’ 
participation in World War 1, World War 2 and 
subsequent conflicts at the Anzac Dawn Service,  

at the Gundaroo War Memorial on the corner of  
Cork and Harp Streets. 

Assemble at 5.25am. Please bring a torch. 

In the interest of traffic and safety, 
 gather in Harp St. 

A breakfast of egg and bacon rolls and coffee will be 
offered at The Gundaroo Inn from 6.00 to 8.00am. 

Coordination contact:  Phil Gaden  
0413 137 761 

Regenerative 
Agriculture 

Tuesday 19 April 2022 

from 7.30pm at Sutton Public School 

Gundaroo Land Managers will lead a 

presentation about the group and its first 

on-farm visits to share ideas and 

experiences on regenerative agriculture.  

The meeting will also be streamed by Zoom. 

E/m sutton.landcare@gmail.com for the link.  

The presentaation will be followed by supper 

and the opportunity for more discussion.  

Arnold Dekker 

Coordinator 

mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
https://gundaroohistoricalsociety.com/heritage-walk/
mailto:sutton.landcare@gmail.com
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GFS opens the curtains 
On the 26th of March, the Gundaroo Film Society (GFS) opened 

the curtains for 2022. It was great to catch up with regulars and to 
meet some new members, especially since it was the first time in 

two years without COVID-19 restrictions. 

The atmosphere was abuzz. The audience appreciated the 
atmospheric intensity of Minari. And those who lasted to  

the end of Kajillionaire were treated to a cathartic ending to  
a very eccentric film. 

At each screening during intermission, we usually sell  
ice-creams of the chocolate-coated vanilla variety. But this time 

we were treated to Colin Lee’s home-made boysenberry  
ice-creams. They were mouth-wateringly delicious. 

 

Our President, Wayne Kotzur, 
gave the boysenberry  

ice-cream his tick of 
 approval during a  

pre-screening tasting. 

 

 

If you come along to April’s 
screening, you will have the 

chance of tasting more of 
Colin’s ice cream during our 

Polish-themed feast. 

 

“I would challenge you to a  

battle of wits.  

But I see you are unarmed!” 

William Shakespeare 
English poet and playwright 
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Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 

 
The Fire Brigade Annual General Meeting on 16 March was well attended, and everyone enjoyed a memorable evening of presentations, 
retirements … and changes! Lawrie Willett retired from being our President after 17 years; Captain Michael Cliff handed over the reins after 18 
years; Equipment Officer Alan Edwards, retired; and Training Officer Alexander Oliver is moving to Queensland. We thank each of them for 

their tremendous service to the Brigade and wish them all the best for the future. The following committee members were elected for 2022–23.  

Captain Ian Robinson 
Senior Deputy Andrew Nicholls 
Deputies (5) Dave Robinson, Scott Shearer, Brett Southwell, Glenn Robinson, Michael Cliff 
President Nick Drew 
Secretary Alison Coles 
Treasurer Alex Hanner 
Training Officers (2) Danny O’Brien, Maribeth Cole 
Equipment Officers (2) Greg Taylor, Brett Southwell 
Community Engagement Officer Tricia Voigt 
Events Coordinator Tricia Voigt 
Publicity Officer Deifre Robinson 
Catering Officer Talia Meischke 
IT Officer Danny O’Brien 

The Bush Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) 

The official Bush Fire Danger Period ended at midnight on 31 March. Permits to light fires for hazard reduction are no longer required. 

Residents must still inform Yass Fire Control Centre on 6226 3100 or online at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications, 

as well as Brigade Captain Ian Robinson 0408 625 429 or Senior Deputy Andrew Nicholls 0414 824 176, and surrounding neighbours. All 

notifications must be done at least 24 hours before lighting a fire. Always take care and remain vigilant. Clear an area around the pile you 

intend to burn, have a good supply of water on hand in case the fire gets out of control or spreads, and never leave the fire unattended. More 

information is available www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.  Remember, in an emergency, ring Triple Zero (000). 

Final incident report from outgoing Captain, Michael Cliff 

Thankfully it has been very quiet, with only one incident reported, being a stubble burn that had a permit. Special mention is deserved for 

our deployed members for their assistance in the Lismore area to help clean up after the floods ― Brett Southwell, Alison Coles and 

Maribeth Cole. Well done and thank you! 

New Residents Pack 

Residents who are new to Gundaroo, plus anyone who may be interested, call in and collect a free New Residents Pack at the Gundaroo 

Shop. The pack will introduce you to how to stay fire-safe in a rural setting following information provided by NSW RFS. 

Save this Date ― for a yummy Sausage Sizzle at Belconnen Bunnings: Sunday 29 May 2022. 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer. 

 

Lou’s Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 years’ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenal’s Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686p 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
Volunteers always welcome.  

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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As restrictions ease, activities have been  
re-established with great excitement. During the 
last month we have had our first school assemblies, 
with students coming together to celebrate the 
achievements of their peers.  

All classes engaged in a session with the 
EnvironMentors. The EnvironMentors aims to 
improve community awareness and engagement on 
local sustainability issues and initiatives.  

Our weekly Peer Support Enrichment sessions have 
been great fun. Our school leaders have done an 
amazing job of stepping up to support their younger 
peers as they engage in such activities as cooking, 
sport, performing arts, visual arts, STEM, and music.   

The annual Bungendore Rotary Public Speaking 
competition was held, with the School Speak Off 
taking place in our school hall. It was amazing to see 
so many students present fantastic speeches. A very 
grateful thank you must be extended to Mrs Sue K, 
who worked with our students in preparing their 
speeches and presentation skills and providing 
feedback following their speeches. It has been very 
special having Mrs K back in the classroom with us. 

We were also joined on the day by Mrs Melissa 
Giddins, principal of the new Bungendore High 
School. Mrs Giddins has been supporting her three 
feeder primary schools, Bungendore Public School, 
Sutton Public School and Gundaroo Public School in 
many ways, including assisting us in adjudicating 
our public speaking. She was warmly welcomed 
back to the school by many of the students in years 
5 and 6 and is quickly becoming a familiar face.  

Mrs Dillon and the Gundaroo Gardeners held their first 
community gardening project. We extend our thanks to 
Sylvia Gleeson, who coordinated this with us as a 
practice run. The students had a great time, spending an 
hour spreading mulch, raking leaves, planting and 
picking vegetables, collecting eggs and feeding the 
chickens. As a school, we are supported by an incredible 
community and are excited by this opportunity to give 
back to some of the residents in this way.  

As we come to the end of the term, we are all 
looking forward to a well-earned rest and an 
opportunity to prepare for another fantastic term.  

Rebecca Harris  
Principal
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What a surprise!  

I received a message from School 
Principal, Mrs Harris, suggesting that 
we trial a senior class of year 4/5 
students (around 23 of them) to come 
to my home and help me with 
gardening.  

And if this went well, it could become 
an occasional project for year 4/5 or 
5/6 students to help the Gundaroo 
community, starting in second term. So 
‘Gundaroo Gardeners’ was born – the 
name this group of students adopted.  

Accompanied by Mrs Harris and 
Sustainability teacher Mrs Dillon, and 
wielding tools, rakes and small spades, 
the sea of blue and red-clad children 
came up Morning Street and arrived 
ready to start, all smiles.   

I had a trailer load of eucalypt mulch 
to bucket around the new trees just 
planted (with newspaper underneath), 
seeds to plant, and some vegetables to 
harvest and some to water, and the 
groups formed straight away and 
started work.  

To my amazement, a group this size 
can do a lot of work in an hour. And I 
was most grateful to see the trailer 
emptied and all the other jobs done. 
There was a big thank you from me. 

It was a most successful trial. So 
hopefully next term we will see visits 
to other homes in the community from 
our kindly school members. And I 
loved getting to know the names of 
more students from our school.  

Sylvia Gleeson, 35 Morning St 
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1st Gundaroo Scouts
 

The 1st Gundaroo Scout Group is bounding back from strength to strength, and it is 
great to be part of this fabulous community. Our numbers are growing which 
means the future of the group is looking exciting.   

Our most active section is our Cubs, which is for young people aged 8 to 11 years 
old. It focuses on exploring the outdoors, discovery, and learning interesting 
things. And this past month has seen us do some great activities. 

Our Cubs took full advantage of the newly refurbished bike track at the oval for bike safety 
familiarisation. This great community resource allowed our kids to practise their bike skills, talk 
about road safety, and have a great deal of fun! Thank you to the Gundaroo Park Trust and all the 
volunteers who brought this track to fruition.  

We also were fortunate to visit EQ Haven. 
EQ Haven is a local organisation whose 
owners, Mandy and Dean Coslett, provide 
facilities and services for Equine Assisted 
Therapy. Equine Assisted Therapy involves 
using a range of activities with horses to 
promote human physical and mental 
health. [See the two-page feature article 
‘More than just horsing around’ by Cate 
Thomas in The Gundaroo Gazette, 
December 2021. (Editor)] 

Our Cubs and Scouts had a wonderful 
time, learning about respect for 
horses (and respect for each other). 

Thank you to Mandy, Lucy, Kara, Molly and Dean for hosting 1st Gundaroo. More details for those 
interested can be found at their website here: https://eqhaven.com.au/.  

[A pictorial of that memorable occasion is presented on the next page. Ed.]   → 

All parents and friends of 1st Gundaroo are invited to our annual report presentation which will be held 
after the school holidays on Tuesday 3 May at 7pm. Anyone from the community or parents who are 
able to join us are more than welcome to help us meet our administrative requirements for the year. 

Membership enquiries can be forwarded to me, Phil Gaden on 0413 137 761 or 
phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Phil Gaden 
Group Leader 

0413 137 761 

https://eqhaven.com.au/
mailto:phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au
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Epicureanista 

An occasional column about food and wine 
By Geoff Burton 

Correspondence and recipe requests welcome to geoff@gundogestate.com.au

MERMAID DREAMING 
This story owes much to David Stratton. Fifty years ago, as 
Director of the Sydney Film Festival, he curated a 
retrospective of the films of the Japanese director Yasujiro 
Ozu. I had seen other excellent Japanese films previously 
but none as engaging and stylized as Ozu’s.  

Of the 49 feature films that Ozu made between 1936 and 
1962, the most popular is TOKYO STORY filmed in 1953. It 
was the highlight of David’s retrospective and remains a 
frequent choice of pollsters as the World’s Best Film. As an 
aspiring cinematographer, I was intrigued by Ozu’s quirky 
methodologies – such as never moving the camera, using 
only editing to create space, always filming with the camera 
at knee-height as though viewed from sitting on tatami 
mats, and never changing the camera lens; the 40mm focal 
length providing his only preferred perspective. 

I needed to learn more. I scrounged a small travel grant from 
the Arts Council (those were the days!) and headed off to 
Tokyo to spend some time with Ozu’s cinematographer, 
Atsuta san, as the Master had died a few years earlier.  

I checked into a modest ryokan in a very busy part of the city 
and started regular meetings with Ozu’s crew members, 
which were both frustrating and hilarious as they knew no 
English and I no Japanese. A lot of time was spent in the 
many tiny local eating places, with much pointing at plastic 
food displays and much consumption of sake. 

In hindsight, I probably learnt more about Japanese food 
than about cinematography on my Ozu quest, and have 
always enjoyed and encouraged the interaction between 
fine food and creative arts.  

The restaurant closest to my ryokan specialised in a range 
of seafood that seemed more unusual than the average 
sushi and sashimi places. It had many different eel dishes, 

molluscs and other 
shellfish I had never 
seen before, and a 
large tank of the 
strangely named sea 
urchins – uni in 
Japanese – ready to 
offer up their roe or 
corals in a variety of 
different ways, though 
mostly as sashimi 
served with some soy 
sauce and wasabi. I 

have always enjoyed eating fresh urchin roe with its 
characteristic flavour of the sea carried with such a smooth 
and creamy texture. 

Sea urchins live in most of the world’s seas and are 
regularly harvested and consumed in many countries, 
including coastal Australia. None are as determinedly as 
Japan, which annually consumes around 50,000 tonnes, 
representing around 80% of world production. 

Jump forward twenty years and I am photographing an 
Australian feature film in Melbourne. The title is AYA and 
the Writer/Director is Japanese speaking Solrun Hoaas. 
The film stars Eri Ishida in the title role of the Japanese war  

 

bride of Frank, played by Nicholas Eadie. Coincidentally 
AYA is set in 1953 Melbourne in 
the same year that TOKYO 
STORY was set and produced in 
Tokyo. The families in both films 
are recovering from the 
aftermath of the same war. 

The plot line of AYA covers 
twenty years of Aya’s life in 
Melbourne and the difficulties 
many war brides experienced in 
settling into a foreign 
environment. Solrun Hoaas had 
met and interviewed many 
Japanese war brides as research 
for this film. 

There is a scene in the film, set in 
Aya and Frank’s kitchen, where 
an argument takes place over some minor difference, and it 
gradually escalates. Aya is cleaning and opening a pile of large, 
black spikey sea urchins with a sharp knife. Quickly these exotic 
creatures in Aya’s hands become a graphic metaphor for the 
differences between the two characters. Accidentally some 
blood is spilled, and the vivid red against the dense sharp 
blackness of the sea urchins became terrifyingly real. 

The AYA shoot was delightful, especially working with the 
marvellous Eri Isheda. Location catering provided Japanese 
food as well as the usual fare until the film crew totally 
opted for the former. One evening after viewing the day’s 
rushes, Solrun and I screened a 16mm copy of TOKYO 
STORY for the younger crew members. 

After a long day’s shooting schedule, we often dropped 
into a small Japanese restaurant and bar in Elizabeth 
Street, sadly no longer there, for drinks and snacks. There 
was a lot of night shooting on AYA and sometimes these 
sessions were very late. On these occasions the Chef would 
bring out small plates of food of his own choosing and eat 
with us. On one memorable evening the dish of the day 
was sea urchin, beautifully fresh and rich, and served very 
simply with soy, wasabi, and finely sliced daikon. A very 
large bottle of crystal-clear aged sake was contributed by 
one of the film’s producers. 

I remember sitting next to the Chef discussing the taste 
components of sea urchin. This turned out to be extremely 
difficult as we had few common words between us to 
describe the tastes we were experiencing beyond the usual 
sweet, sour, salty terms – umami had yet to be 
popularised. After eating and drinking ourselves further 
into the problem, the Chef suddenly jumped up, struck by 
a brilliant thought but unable to find the appropriate 
words. He called over a waitress and asked her to translate 
his excited revelation. After some polite shyness, the 
waitress leaned down and whispered into my ear: “He says 
sea urchins taste like Mermaids”. 

Fresh sea urchin is occasionally available at the fish stalls in 
Fyshwick Markets, whole or cleaned and dressed ready for 
consumption. 

Bon appetit!  
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids  
and Post Office 

SHOP AND TAKEAWAY TRADING HOURS  
Monday to Wednesday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Thursday and Friday 8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 3.00 pm 
Sunday 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Any changes to these hours, which may occur from time to time, will 
be notified on our Facebook page and on signage at our front door. 

POST OFFICE TRANSACTIONS (excluding mail collection) 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 12 noon 
Sunday CLOSED 
Mail can be collected at any time during shop hours.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms 

GUNDAROO PHYSIOTHERAPY and PILATES 
We are excited to announce that James Langworthy has joined the 
practice as a physiotherapist & is available to treat patients in the 
village. James is a Gundaroo local and has been working in private 

practices on the NSW South Coast & in Canberra since graduating in 
2017. He has excellent experience in all physiotherapy services spanning 

post-op, musculoskeletal, sport, spinal and general conditions. 

 
PILATES EXERCISE CLASSES Tuesdays 9.15 – 10.15am 

James will be continuing the popular Pilates-based exercise classes 
that have been running in the Caledonia Store for 15+ years. The 

classes will combine mat-based Pilates, general strength, flexibility 
and balance exercises. They will be enjoyable but challenging classes, 

suited to all levels, and can be tailored to individual needs. 
Contact James on  

0459 564 381 or jameslangworthy@bigpond.com to schedule a 
physiotherapy appointment or to register for a Pilates class.  

 

The Caledonia Store, Cork St Gundaroo 
 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
mailto:jameslangworthy@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

A periodic column about matters natural 
by Sue McIntyre

Meet the neighbours 

Whether you run livestock or are mainly interested in 
biodiversity, Wallaby Grasses are a significant part of 
our vegetated landscape.  They belong to an 
intriguing and enigmatic genus Rytidosperma.  The 
species are difficult to identify, owing to the obscure 
microscopic features that separate them, their 
tendency to hybridize, and a tendency to pass on 
more than the normal single set of chromosomes into 
the next generation. 

On Gang Gang we have been monitoring the Wallaby 
Grasses for 15 years and have finally analysed and 
written up our observations.  The work has involved 
the microscopic examination of 1,959 seed heads, 
enabling us to identify 12 different species in a 50 
hectare paddock.  This is around two-thirds of the 17 
species that are found around the Southern 
Tablelands - not including the three species that are 
restricted to the alpine areas. 

Each species has its own ecological niche, which 
botanists are only beginning to understand.  But this 
understanding is important for conservation.  Some 
species feed the threatened Golden Sun Moth, 
another protects orchids. As pasture plants, some are 
highly productive, others hold eroding soil together. 
But which is which? To find out, come to the talk! 

The open access journal article is available at: 
https://www.publish.csiro.au/BT/BT21100  

April 2022 
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/ 

 

 

 

  

"On the Wallaby" 

The story of our most important 
pasture grasses. 
 

Thursday May 5th 2022 
Gundaroo Soldiers' Memorial Hall 

7.30 pm 
 
The Murrumbateman Landcare Group 
 invites all district landcare members and the 
wider community to a group discussion, 
supper, and presentation on Wallaby Grasses. 
 

RSVP bob.mccoll.bm@gmail.com 

https://www.publish.csiro.au/BT/BT21100
http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

Produce gardening 

Something that I get a lot of pleasure out of, is 
designing and building gardens that produce food. 

In my own garden 
in the last few 
weeks I have grown 
the plants to make 
red currant jelly, 
crab apple jelly and 
elderberry syrup. 
And a few weeks 
ago we ate pink 
lady apples and I 
can honestly say 
they were the best I 
have ever had.  

Last year I slow 
cooked all my 
excess tomatoes 
then put them in 
containers and 
froze them for later 
use. All winter I had 

tomatoes to add to casseroles, soups and bolognese. I 
also made lots of Basil pesto, specifically because I 
love pesto pasta. 

These things don’t 
take much time to 
produce and don’t 
take up much 
freezer space. And 
I love the benefit 
of knowing exactly 
whats going into 
my own food. 

Eating a sun-
ripened, warm 
strawberry is like 

nothing else. Your taste  
buds have a party, and 
the big reward with 
strawberries is the more 
you pick the more 
strawberries the plant 
will produce.  

Everyone wants to pick something they have grown 
themselves. It’s basic human nature and one of life’s 

little pleasures, and you are guaranteed to have 
awesome flavour. 

My garden is not very big and I don’t have acres of 
produce. But my little plot is still able to produce lots 
of delicious morsels for my family all year. 

I must admit, I have fantasised my whole gardening 
life of having the picture-perfect raised garden beds 
surrounded by gravel paths, walls full of espalier fruit 
trees and strategically placed garden seats that 
conjure up thoughts of Versailles just outside Paris. 

The reality is quite different. I have beds that are at 
ground level, no gravel paths (they’re on the list) and 
the walls are slowly under construction. The beds 
started as pure clay, so its been a slow grind 
improving the soil to a level that is good for 
vegetables ― lots of manure, some ash from our fire 
place, gypsum, and dashes of veggie mix.  

I also have lots 
of weeds in my 
vegetable 
garden, and it’s 
easy to lose 
heart when 
weeds rampage 
around your 
garden stealing 
valuable space, 
nutrients and 
water. Yes I do 
weed, but thes 
plants are 
opportunistic 
and grow very 
quickly. I don’t 
like to use Roundup in the vegetable garden, so hand 
weeding is the only option.s 

So why not give it a go. Production plants are 
relatively easy to grow, and you reap lots of rewards. 

April 2022 
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Sutton Automotive  

& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: dssutton@bigpond.com  

GoodWords Consulting 

Edit | Write | Rewrite  

 Affordable  

   Accessible 

    Local 

Alan Cummine 
0407 488 927  

alan.cummine@gmail.com 
www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au  

mailto:dssutton@bigpond.com
http://www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au/
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Wildcare 
by Bec Quinn 

 

A guide to safer pile burns 
 

As winter approaches and the risk of bushfires 
diminishes, many rural landholders are considering 
conducting a burn off. Over the course of the year, 
many people place garden debris, leaves and small 
logs in a pile for burning at a suitable time of year.  

These burn piles may be amassed over many 
months, and they sit undisturbed usually in an open 
area or paddock. The use of burn piles is regulated 
by the Rural Fire Service to ensure they are 
conducted safely, but these regulations do not to 
take into consideration possible implications for 
wildlife.  

For many smaller wildlife species, especially reptiles 
and echidnas (pictured), burn piles provide a safe 
haven from predators and heat. Having crawled to 
safety deep 
within the pile, 
they can be 
severely 
injured or 
killed when 
the pile is 
ignited. So 
what can you 
do to make 
sure they are 
not harmed? 

The only effective way to ensure the safety of 
wildlife is to build the burn pile the day you are 
intending to light it. This minimises the likelihood of 
animals taking refuge in the pile. It is advisable to 
thoroughly check any timbers being added to the 
pile, as smaller creatures such as the tiny feathertail 
gliders (pictured) and 
sugar gliders 
(pictured) may be 
nesting in hollows.  

If you create a pile 
over time, it is 
preferable to move 
the entire pile prior to 
burning it. Most pile 
burns occur around 
autumn and winter, 

and at this time many animals are in a state of 
torpor. This is a condition similar to hibernation, 

where their metabolism slows down and they sleep 
for an extended period. These animals have no 
chance of escaping a fire. Reptiles and echidnas are 
particularly vulnerable in these circumstances, and 
it is estimated that many perish in pile burns every 
year.  

If you are unable to move the pile prior to burning, 
please don’t use accelerants such as petrol. It is 
best to light the pile on one side only to allow any 
animals within the pile adequate time to escape. 
Stand to observe the pile on the side that is burning 
as frightened animals will flee from the nonburning 
side if they are able to do so. 

If an animal is injured whilst a pile burn is being 
conducted, please contact Wildcare on 6299 1966 
immediately. Our Helpline operates 24/7 all year 
round.  

Remember, injured animals feel very vulnerable 
and frightened and need prompt medical 
assistance. 

April 2022 

Gundaroo House and Baby Sitting 

Need a babysitter? 

Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 
hours and want your kids looked after by:  

✓ Experienced babysitters 
✓ At reasonable rates 
✓ Available most evenings 

    and weekends 
✓ References available 

Going away, and need a house sitter?  
Want to leave your pets at home  
and have the garden looked after by: 

✓ Experienced pet sitters,  
    staying in your home 

✓ In business since 2016 
✓ At reasonable rates 
✓ Referees available 

Who are we? 
We are Nikita and Grace and  
have grown up in the village.  
We go to Dickson College and  
were long-time Scout members. 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
Email: gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com
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Henry’s Paving & 
Landscaping 

Specialising in Paving 
Pool Surrounds 

Driveways 
Entertainment Areas 

Retaining Walls Stone/Brick/Sleepers 
Garden Edging/Garden Beds 
Bricklaying–Tiling–Concreting 
Turf Laying – and Much More. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
For an obligation free quote 

 
Contact Herbie 

0411 122518 
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Gundaroo Sport 
 

Gundaroo Goats celebrated  
despite a poor season 
The Goats put a full stop on their season, holding their 
senior presentation night on Saturday 2 April. In a break 
with tradition, the night was held at the Gundaroo Park 
Amenities Block, with the team self-catering the event.  

It was also a test run for the new facilities, which passed with 
flying colours, comfortably seating 20-odd people inside. 
Although the decor is a bit plain at the moment (‘Cell block 

chic’, pictured)  as 
a community we 
have the 
opportunity to 
really put our local 
stamp on what we 
want the space to 
be. 

Observant 
readers of this 
column would 
have noted that 
it was not the 
most successful 

year on-field for the Goats, with our first win coming in the 
last round. But that didn’t stop festivities on the night, and 
the obligatory pose (pictured above right). 

 

Awards went to the following: 

The Scott Harding Club Award – David Jean 
The Effort Award – Joe 'Boice' Toohey 
Shenanigans – the lack of a local pub meant this was not 
awarded for the season 
F-Cup – Mark Graeme 
Players Player – Pete Hicks. 

When presentations were done and families had gone home, 
most of the team continued festivities up at the ‘Wine 
Lounge’. The famous ‘Cork Street Classic’ was run again. Fin 
Hegyi beat all comers, leaving Pete Hicks with wounded pride 
and Jack Riley with stitches in his knee and an unforgettable 
night in Emergency. Welcome to the Goats, Jack! 

We will be back in season 2022/23. For anyone interested 
in playing, keep a look out for the signage and advertising 
around the place. Or drop an email to 
gundaroo.senior.cricket@gmail.com. 

Sean Egan

 Bullocks take a ‘sabbatical’ 
The Gundaroo Bullocks held its annual general 
meeting on 5 March, attended by the President, 
Treasurer, Secretary and one player.  

The club has reached out to the community for 
new committee members and players over the 

past couple of years, to no avail. After COVID-disjointed seasons and 
declining player numbers, the meeting decided unanimously that, without 
community support and sufficient players, the Gundaroo Bullocks could no 
longer continue as a viable club.  

Steady changes in our community has led to declining interest in our little 
football club, which has punched above its weight in the Canberra league for 
many years. The club has kept fees for players the lowest of all clubs in the 
league, which has been difficult with no support from local fund-raising over 
the past couple of years. Local players are rare within the club and 
committee, so the natural local support is almost non-existent. 

In winding up, the Bullocks donated $2,500 to Gundaroo Public School for 
the purchase of sporting equipment, and any remaining funds will be used to 
maintain the oval and associated equipment over the next couple of years, 
putting back into the community where we can.  

As treasurer for the past five years, I have seen the club grow to three 
teams, win a Grand Final, and support the ever-evolving local oval facilities, 
which now have some great amenities for the community to enjoy. It is just a 
shame that our players never had the opportunity to utilise them, as the club 
has given so much in the past years to help it happen.  

To all past Bullocks and local businesses, thank you for supporting the club. 

Greg Garrett 
Gundaroo Bullocks Treasurer 

E: gundaroobullocks@bigpond.com.au  

 

mailto:gundaroo.senior.cricket@gmail.com
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• Lawyer conveyancing 
• Wills 
• Probate ACT and NSW 

Online conveyancing service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com  

Local Gundaroo and Yass 
Valley 

1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 

http://www.ozpropertylaw.com/
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IMPORTANT NOTE ― The information on this page remains temporarily amended to reflect changes 
in government decrees about COVID-19, in place in February. This changed again at the end of February, 
but this page has had only minor updates.  
Guests should contact each venue for further updates in coming weeks and for any COVID-precautions the 
venue may still have on place. Contact details remain as listed. 

 

Eateries in Gundaroo 
Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets  
6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au  
   info@grazing.com.au  
Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub.  

Phone and email bookings.  
Lunch: Thursday to Sunday 
Dinner: Thursday to Saturday 
‘Grazeaway’ – dinner only, Thursday to Saturday  
5.30 to 8.30pm. Phone orders only.  

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 
6236 8217 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and home-made 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome.  
Takeaway available.  

Thursday & Friday: From 5pm dine-in and takeaway  
Saturday & Sunday: From 11am dine-in and takaway  

Bookings are highly recommended. 

Gundaroo Inn 
23 Cork Street 
6236 8155 
www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au  
The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. Family-friendly 
atmosphere. When fully re-opened, there will once again 
be live music often, and takeaway food.  

Trading hours are still changing as the new 
management settles on a workable routine.  

Keep checking Instagram and the community FB pages. 
Bar:  Wednesday to Sunday from 12pm 
Restaurant:  Wednesday to Sunday 
  12pm–3pm and 5pm–8pm 
                          Seating limited inside. Booking advisable.  
                          Dine-in and takeaway 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 
6236 8141 gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 
Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway.  
Spaced seating limits numbers. (See ad on page 14.) 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 
6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
   corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au  
Thursday to Monday  10am to 5pm 
For seated wine tastings and sales. Booking advisable, 
via phone or email.  
(See ad on page 12.) 

 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 
Booking: 0434 041 915, wine@tallagandrahill.com.au  

Open Saturday and Sunday for tastings, and our 
special wine and cheese lunch package. 
Lunch/Tasting Package:  
11.45am onwards (kitchen closes at 3pm) 
Wine Tastings:  
11.45am onwards (cellar door closes at 4pm) 
For more info on our food offerings and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church worship in Gundaroo 
In-person services and activities have 

recommenced in accordance with official  
COVID-safe conditions.  

Catholic 
St Joseph’s Church  
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Narelle Buckley – 0422 808 964 

Anglican 
St Marks Church  
(Cork Street)  
All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday)) 
Contact: The Ven Dr Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 
Gundaroo Community Church  
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 
 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended  
Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Marion Meischke — 6236 8192 

Ecumenical Services (Currently suspended) 
The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
  Gundaroo Community Connect 
  Gundaroo Community Noticeboard 
  Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
  Gundaroo & District Historical Society 
Website www.gundaroo.org  

 

http://www.grazing.com.au/
mailto:info@grazing.com.au
http://www.gundaroocolonialinn.com.au/
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
http://www.gundogestate.com.au/
mailto:corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au
mailto:wine@tallagandrahill.com.au
http://www.tallagandrahill.com.au/
http://www.gundaroo.org/
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The Gundaroo Gazette 
Editor/Custodian: Alan Cummine 
Team: Elona Hanner. Mick Joyce. Anthony Fitzgerald.  
  Extra help welcome.  

e/m: gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com 
mob: 0407 488 927 
Contact the Editor with enquiries and to contribute a notice or 
an article, or to place an advertisement.  

Publication: Every month except January. Deadline for 
content is 25th of the preceding month.  

Text/photos: Please supply text in an MS Word document 
attached to an email. Preferably send photos in separate 
files, rather than embedded in the document.  

Advertising rates and approximate dimensions. (Ads are 
often ‘tweaked’ to fit the available spaces.) 
Small — $20  55mm wide x 85mm tall 
Medium — $30  120mm x 85mm  
         and 55mm wide x 175mm tall 
Large — $40  185mm x 85mm  

Advertisements: Artwork may be sent in Word, pdf, jpeg or 
png, approximately matching the dimensions above and 
saved in high resolution. Please specify the time period for 
the advertisement to be run.  

The billing cycle is three-monthly, in arrears.  

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
 

LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES 
Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000  

Service Contact 
 

Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of  
core responders.  

Police 
Queanbeyan 
Yass 
Gunning 
   (stops at Bellmount Forest) 
Collector 
     (includes Gundaroo) 

 
6298 0599 
6226 9399 
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw,gov.au 
  Snr Constable Daniel Wise 
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au  
  Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald 

NSW Ambulance  
(non-urgent) 

131 233 
 

Fire Brigades: 
Gundaroo 
Back Creek 
Sutton 
Yass River–Nanima 
Fire Control (Yass) 

 
0428 494 403 (Mike Cliff) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6100 6252 (Duty Officer) 
6226 3100 

State Emergency Service 
(SES) 
(Sutton) 

 
132 500 
0417 502 396 (Duty phone) 

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Injured wildlife 

 
4845 1166 
6236 8222 (Eamon Ryan, Bill Ryan) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours) 

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls)  
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath) 
 

Yass Valley Council 
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor 

 
6226 1477 
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess) 

Gundaroo Community 
Association 

0421 520 278  
(Moraig McKenna) 

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au 
 

Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller) 
 

Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett) 
 

Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Village Monuments 0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls) 

Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH) 

6236 8105 

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group 
(Joeys to Rovers) 

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden) 

Gundaroo Playgroup 
(Little Explorers) 

0425 275 767 (Storm Watson) 
 

Gundaroo & District 
Historical Society 

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns) 

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com  

Gundaroo Community 
Singers 

6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster) 
 

‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ 
Book Club 

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne) 

Gundaroo Men’s Shed richarda@fastmail.com.au (Ric Andrews) 

Gundaroo churches See p 23 for services & contacts.  

Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 
enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au  
 

 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 
Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external  
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a 
cardiac emergency around the village.  

It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall 
of the Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core 
responders’ (shown below).  

Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

Name Address Telephone/s 
 

Cathy Stephenson Morning Street 6236 8377 (h) 
0414 648 763 
 

Lisa Bell Lot Street 6236 8950 (h) 
0412 102 714 
 

Joselyn Udy Rosamel Street 0488 089 067 
 

Anthony Fitzgerald 
 

Morning Street 0459 555 181 

Emily Wallis Morning Street 6236 8948 (h) 
0404 215 531 
 

Julie Jefferson Lute Street 0412 627 788 
 

Darren Schoevers Cork Street 6236 8481 (h) 
0402 494 604 
 

Stephanie 
McCaffery 
 

Buranda Lane 0427 300 393 

Gina Collins 
(Admin matters) 
 

Cork Street 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490 
 

 

mailto:gundaroo.gazette@gmail.com
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