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Here we go again.   COVID  = Community 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ unwelcome time of the year 
again ς cold and flu season. But this year, 
Gundaroo is experiencing multiple positive 
COVID cases in addition to the flu.  

This ΨǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŀǾŜΩ ǎǳǊƎŜ in COVID cases is 
occurring around Australia. The new 
Omicron subvariants are many times more 
transmissable than those ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
familiar with, and their arrival has 
ironically coincided with the offical easing 
of precautionary restrictions ς such as 
compulsory masks, seating limitations and 
isolation rules ς and with a complacent 
ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ΨǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΩΦ  

Gundaroo has been relatively COVID-free 
in the past two years, and we can be 
proud of how we cooperated as a 
community to achieve that. But we must 
also recognise and not downplay the risks 
and consequences of this new outbreak. 

Infectious diseases specialist, 
Professor Sharon Lewin, recently 
reminded us that our actions 
affect not only ourselves and our 
friends and families, but also 
others who might be far more 
vulnerable to serious infection.  

That includes the proprietors, staff 
and customers of local businesses.  

We are fortunate that, having 
recovered from the dramatic 
impacts of the first years of the 
pandemic, DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΩǎ businesses, 
eateries, meeting places and local 
ΨƘŀǳƴǘǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ managed so far without 
closures or serious restrictions. But the 
hospitality industry, amongst other 
services, is currently struggling to employ 
enough workers to stay afloat.  

DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ very high flu rate and 
soaring COVID cases, it is important that 
we all follow the now well-known health 
advice to protect ouselves and our 
community against the spread. (See box.) 

The good news is the high rate of 
vaccinations here and in the ACT. This is 
reducing the chance of serious illness and 
symptoms ς confirmed by most who have 
had the virus ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŀǾŜΩΦ  

So, what can we do? 

Be patient and tolerant with one 
another as we navigate another winter. 
Gundaroo thrives on ΨcommunityΩ, so 
we should check in on friends and 
family regularly. The course of the 
pandemic has seen many acts of 

everyday kindness in our little 
community, such as procuring Rapid 
Antigen Tests (RATs) for 
those in need, and 
delivering essentials to 
others in isolation.  

Over many months, the 
Coronavirus faded from 
being a daily media 
headline. .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ now 
returning with a 
vengeance as cases keep 
surging ς made worse by 
the new phenomenon of re-infections.  

Having made it through two winters with 
little to no positive COVID cases in 
Gundaroo, we can certainly get through 
this one with some perseverance. And it 
will help if we continue to consider 
others and maintain our understanding, 
kindness and support for each other. 

Story by Elizabeth Kovacs 
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Quotes for the month 
ñA society grows great when old men plant trees under  

whose shade they know they will never sit.ò  

Reputed to be an Ancient Greek proverb (but questioned)  

ñIf a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.ò 

Matthew 3:25 (New International Version) 

ñBut the age of chivalry is gone. That of sophisters, economists, and 
calculators has succeeded; and the glory of Europe is extinguished forever.ò 

Edmund Burke (1729ï1797) 
Anglo-Irish statesman, economist, philosopher, orator 
Member of British House of Commons, 1766 to 1794 

 
 

 
 

COVID: You know the drill!  
¶ Keep at least 1.5 metres away from others ï 
even if they donôt appear ósickô ï and avoid 
large crowds.  

¶ Wear a surgical-grade mask covering your 
nose and mouth when crowds are unavoidable 

¶ Maintain good hygiene by frequently washing 
your hands and commonly touched surfaces 
(e.g. handles, benches, taps etc).  

¶ Test immediately if you have any symptoms, 
and isolate if positive.  

 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
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LOCAL NEWS 
Weather helps road works  
The runs of dry weather in the past 
few weeks have allowed Council to 
make some decent progress with 
repairs to a number of roads around 
Gundaroo.  

Perhaps most notably are the works on 
Sutton Road, where deepening and 
damaging potholes have attracted 
many months of angry criticism from 
local road users.  

The road works have been 
accompanied by 60 km/h limits for 
most of the distance to Sutton. But 
quite a few drivers have commented 
favourably to The Gundaroo Gazette 
that they can tolerate that 
inconvenience if the result is fewer 
potholes (or none) and less broken 
pavement  ς whether patched 
individually or over extended stretches 
ς and a smoother safer road.  

Progress appears to be slow, but the 
improvement is visible.  

The Council column (page 4) lists the 
sealed and unsealed roads being done 
or scheduled at the time of this edition. 
Interested readers can stay up to date 
with road works ōȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ 
²ŜŜƪ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴǎ ŀǘ 
www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
council/news.  

Back Creek Road tree removal  

CouncilΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
with removing more than 700 trees in 
preparation for slight realignments then 
sealing of the easternmost five 
kilometres of the road.  

New bridge for Back  
Creek Road  
Back Creek Road will be further 
improved when the low-level crossing 
over Back Creek is replaced by a two-
lane concrete bridge.  

This long-sought improvement has 
been made possible with a $2.85 
million grant under the Federal 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ 
Program, to be supplemented by  
$712Σ рнм ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
Contributions Reserve.  

Several years of rural subdivisions 
along Back Creek Rd, Yass River Rd, 
Dicks Creek Rd and their feeder roads 
have created a steady increase in the 
volume of daily and weekend traffic 
on Back Creek Rd. This traffic gets 
even heavier when alternative 
ΨŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǊƻǳǘŜsΩ from northern 
properties become the first to flood.  

But the Back Creek low-level crossing 
gets flooded often enough to cause great 
inconvenience to more and more users.  

A minor but impassable inundation in 2022 

Together with the partial sealing of the 
section of road with the most curves 
and crests, the proposed bridge will be a 
very welcome improvement to this 
increasingly well-used road ς especially 
after heavy rain.  

Council says that preliminary and design 
works are scheduled to commence in 
2023.  

Financial help for Gundaroo 
community groups  
CƻǳǊ ƻŦ DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
were successful in applying for Yass 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 2022/23 Community 
Financial Assistance: 

¶ Gundaroo Community Association 
(GCA) ς $381 

¶ Gundaroo Literary Institute ς $710 

¶ Gundaroo Park Land Manager ς 
$4,000 

¶ Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 
Management Committee  ς three 
separate grants.  

GCA and Literary Institute assistance will 
go towards covering rates. The 
DǳƴŘŀǊƻƻ tŀǊƪ [ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ 
assistance is for final works on the new 
amenities block.  

The Hall Management Committee 
received $1,000 towards rates, another 
$1,000 towards film and sound 
projection equipment, and $2,370 
towards a new larger dishwasher for the 
IŀƭƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ  

School safety upgrades 
ready for next term 
Safety upgrades, signage and road 
markings at Gundaroo Public School 
were completed early in July, in time for 
the start of term three.  

Following the necessary earthworks and 
pavement widening, the most obvious 
changes are:  

¶ a pedestrian refuge installed 
directly in front of the school 

¶ ŀ Ψƪƛǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ȊƻƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ 
car park 

¶ well-defined car parking  

¶ the existing bus stop relocated to 
Morning St. 

Council can be well-pleased with these 
upgrades and the convenience and 
safety they afford the students, staff 
and parents.  

Gundaroo Park óZenô 

Eight months after the new amenities 
block at Gundaroo Park hosted the 2021 
GCA Expo on the front patio, that 
external space still remains the only part 
of the building accessible to Park users.  

Chair of the Gundaroo Park Land 
Manager, Ron Miller, remains in Zen 
mode about the eventual official opening 
of this eagerly and patiently anticipated 
new community facility.  

To paraphrase its own words, Council is 
Ψworking through compliance with its [own] 
Development ConǎŜƴǘΩ, and should 
Ψcomplete this process by September 2022ΩΦ  

More positively, the poles for the 
playground shade have now been 
installed, and the solar energy system on 
the ameniites block is operating well and 
delivering benefits. As reported last 
month, a grant is being sought to add 
another battery and extra panels to 
increase the charging capacity.  

The bike track sealing is yet to be 
finished, but the track is getting plenty of 
use. It is proving to be a popular venue.  

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news
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LOCAL NEWS

Advertising ómergerô 
proceeding 
Advertisers in The Gundaroo Gazette 
and on the www.gundaroo.org 
communty website should all have 
received their letters offering them 
use of both these promotional 
vehicles for less, little or no extra cost. 
None have rejected the offer, for 
which The Gundaroo Gazette is most 
grateful.  

If any Gazette advertisers ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
receive the joint email in June, please 
contact the Gazette to resolve this.  

The most recent invoice to Gazette 
advertisers was for two months only, to 
enable the invoicing to be adapted to 
match the financial year.  

Advertisers are directed to the back 
page, where the new advertising fees 
are listed.  

Community bonfire 
popular 
Organisers were very pleased with the 
success of the Back Creek RFS annual 
mid-year community bonfire at the 
Back Creek fire-shed (well-promoted in 
our June edition).  

Although attended by fewer than the 
big year of 2019, around 50 partygoers 
was still impressive in the increasingly 
cautious social climate ς and more than 
expected.  

There were some new residents, and a 
lot of children ς a highlight of the 
event.  

As promised, the party enjoyed delicious 
hot soup and fresh bread, dessert,  
mulled wine and marshmallows. Quite a 
few guests brought their own extra 
offerings, and one guest surprised all 
with a shared barbecue.  

Reports back to The Gundaroo Gazette 
confirmed that the evening ς blessed 
with clear comfortable early winter 
weather ς was a most enjoyable 
community event. And organised 
entirely by local volunteers.  

As happens with other rural fire 
brigades, such events offer the 
chance to meet new neigbours and to 
get to know those around us who we 
may be relying on in a future 
emergency.  

Bungendore High School to 
begin in demountables 
The 2023 intake of students in the new 
Bungendore High School will start their 
year in demountable buildings.  

 

Updated designs for the new school 
were launched on 30 June by the NSW 
Deputy Premier, the Education Minister 
and the MP for Monaro.  

The Gundaroo Gazette ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
date for construction to begin. But at 
the launch, the Deputy Premier Paul 
Toole said construction was expected to 
ōŜƎƛƴ άǎƘƻǊǘƭȅέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ State 
Significant Development application was 
approved.  

Gundaroo is within the intake zone for 
the new school, and a number of 
Gundaroo families are known to have 
taken an interest in Bungendore instead 
of high schools in Canberra, Yass or 
Queanbeyan.  

Farmers to be rewarded 
for ónatural capitalô efforts 
Eligible farmers may be rewarded with 
up to $135,000 for taking action to 
manage biodiversity and carbon while 
enhancing their land for productive use.  

This incentive will be offered under the 
NSW GovernmentΩǎ new $206 million 
Sustainable Farming Program, 
announced in the 2022 State Budget.  

It is an accreditation program, aimed at 
giving recognition to NSW farmers and 
enabling them to take advantage of the 
ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ that 
are attracting serious interest by 
business, NGOs and the financial sector.  

Recognised accreditation can enhance 
ŀƴ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ άaccess to 
premium financial markets and supply 
chain standardsέ, to quote the official 
program website: 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resea
rch-and-publications/our-science-and-
research/our-research/social-and-
economic/natural-capital/sustainable-
farming-program.  

Eligible farms will have an annual 
turnover of at least $500,000, and must 
1) sign up to the accreditation scheme, 
2) get accredited, and  
3) maintain that accreditation.  

Examples of credible action include:  

¶ planting trees to restore species 
habitat 

¶ fencing dams and waterways 
¶ rotating crops 
¶ practising sustainable grazing 
¶ planting deep-rooted perennial 

grasses 
¶ using feed and fertiliser best-

practice.  

These have been the standard practice 
of many farmers for many years. But to  

quote Tony Mahar, NFF Chief Executive: 
ά¢ƘŜ concept of being rewarded for 
looking after the landscape and 
improving biodiversity is something 
farmers have been seekingΦέ ώFor at 
least 30 years. Editor.] 

Details of this voluntary program and 
the accreditation process will be 
developed in consultration with farmers 
and other stakeholders.  

[See also two articles on regenerative 
land management and native 
grasslands on pages 12 and 13.] 

New Farm Forestry 
Program support 
The NSW Government will provide a 
$28 million funding boost to the Local 
Land Services Farm Forestry Program to 
άenhance on-ground education and 
training, and to support farm forestry 
producers to drive innovation and 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέΦ See: 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-
releases/record-28-million-boost-for-
farm-forestry  

NSW incentives to attract 
and retain a regional health 
workforce 
The 2022 budget included a commitment 
to invest $883 million over four years to 
attract health workers of all categories to 
rural, regional and remote NSW ς and 
convince them to stay.  

Financial assistance will be supplemented 
with diverse other incentives and benefits. 
For more detail, see:  
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-
releases/883-million-more-reasons-to-
work-bush  

MP announcements of 
assistance and grants 
Relevant announcements by our two MPs 
can be accessed on their websites:   
www.wendytuckerman.com/news/  
www.kristymcbain.com.au/news/media-releases/ 

News Shorts 
Date set for 2022 Expo 
A very quiet meeting of Gundaroo 
Community Association (GCA) made a 
firm decision to set a date for another 
local expo ς the GCA 2022 Gundaroo 
Expo and Christmas Market.  
Much planning lies ahead, but readers 
are asked to save the date of Saturday 26 
November 2022, to take part in an event 
that last year won praise from 
stallholders and visitors alike.  
 

 

http://www.gundaroo.org/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/our-science-and-research/our-research/social-and-economic/natural-capital/sustainable-farming-program
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/our-science-and-research/our-research/social-and-economic/natural-capital/sustainable-farming-program
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/our-science-and-research/our-research/social-and-economic/natural-capital/sustainable-farming-program
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/our-science-and-research/our-research/social-and-economic/natural-capital/sustainable-farming-program
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/our-science-and-research/our-research/social-and-economic/natural-capital/sustainable-farming-program
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/record-28-million-boost-for-farm-forestry
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/record-28-million-boost-for-farm-forestry
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/record-28-million-boost-for-farm-forestry
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/883-million-more-reasons-to-work-bush
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/883-million-more-reasons-to-work-bush
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/883-million-more-reasons-to-work-bush
http://www.wendytuckerman.com/news/
http://www.kristymcbain.com.au/news/media-releases/
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

ss
Community Financial Assistance 

Council is pleased to announce that the following Gundaroo 
community groups were successful in their applications for  

2022/23 Community Financial Assistance: 

¶ Gundaroo Community Association (rates) ï $381 

¶ Gundaroo Literary Institute (rates) ï $710 

¶ Gundaroo Park Land Manager (amenities block) ï $4,000 

¶ Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall Management Committee 
(film and sound projection) ï $1,000 

¶ Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall Management Committee 
(dishwasher) ï $2,370 

¶ Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall Management Committee 
(rates) ï $1,000 

Back Creek Road Low-Level Crossing 

Council recently accepted a $2,850,084 grant under the Federal 
Governmentôs Bridges Renewal Program to replace the Back Creek 
Road low-level crossing over Back Creek. This funding will be topped 
up with $712,521 from Councilôs Development Contributions Reserve. 

The low-level crossing will be replaced by a two-lane concrete bridge. 
Preliminary and design works will commence in 2023. 

Free Winter School Holiday Program 

Council is hosting a range of free activities for young people  
during the school holiday (4ï15 July). 

From workshops to movies, and taking a journey through Indigenous 
art and culture at the National Museum of Australia, there are a host of 

facilities and activities to keep the whole family occupied.  

For the full program, go to:  
https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1582  

School Safety Upgrades 

Safety upgrades are well underway at Gundaroo Public School. The 
upgrades include: 

¶ Installing a pedestrian refuge in front of the school; 

¶ Installing a ókiss and drop zoneô and disabled car park; and 

¶ Relocating the existing bus stop. 
The contractor hopes to have the works completed by the last week of 

June (weather dependent). 

Gundaroo Park Amenities Upgrades 

Upgrades have been completed. However, Council is continuing to 
work through the compliance requirements under the development 
consent. Itôs anticipated these will be completed by September 2022. 

Road Works Schedule 

Council has recently graded or is due to grade the following unsealed 
roads in the Gundaroo area: 

¶ Noyes Lane ï scheduled 

¶ Marked Tree Road ï scheduled 

Council has recently repaired or is due to repair potholes on the 
following sealed roads in the Gundaroo area: 

¶ Gundaroo Road 

¶ Marked Tree Road 

¶ Gundaroo township roads 

 

Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 
No COVID restrictions for Hall bookings  

Despite a rapidly spreading ôthird waveõ of COVID-19,  

the NSW Government has not re -introduced  

restrictions for indoor gatherings.  

The Hall remains available for functions and meetings  

at full capacity. But face  masks , hand hygiene and 

appropriate personal distance are still effective 

precautionary measures .  

Colin Lee  

Secretary /Public Officer  
 

Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

CHANGE OF DATE ̍  2022 EXHIBITION  
The planned date for our exhibition on The Gundaroo 
Colonial Inn has moved from June to September.  

It will be held as planned at The Gundaroo Colonial Inn to 
celebrate its 150-year history.  

We want to hear your stories about this social hub of 
Gundaroo ˈ When you first visited. Who you met there. Your 

celebrations. Tales you heard there.  

Please get in touch to tell us your tales at 
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com. 

Other activities 
As well as the exhibition, this year we are recording the 

stories of some long-term local residents and updating our 
website. Once again we will be on the lookout for pictures 

for our annual calendar, so if you have any pictures of 
interest, do let us know. 

Next GDHS meeting: 7pm Monday 25 July  
at the Literary Institute.  

You are welcome to join us.  

 

Native 
vegetation 

management 
With Christian Wythes  

Senior Landcare Services Officer of Land 

Management (Native Vegetation) at  

Yass Local Land Services  

Tuesday 16 August  2022  

Sutton Public School, from 7.30pm  

Christian will give an overview and lead 

a discussion on the allowances and 

approval requirements for managing 

native vegetation on rural -zoned land.  

The meeting will also be streamed by Zoom.  

E/m  sutton.la ndcare@gmail.com  for the link.  

The presentation will be followed by supper and 

the opportunity for more discussion. All welcome.  

Tamara Firth  

Secretary  

https://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-council/news/article/1582
mailto:historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com
mailto:sutton.landcare@gmail.com
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&ÒÏÍ Ȭ4ÈÅ $ÅÓËȭ 
7ÅÌÌȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ φψ ÐÁÇÅÓȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ 
feeling. Although there is rather more white space 
thaÎ )ȭd like Ʉ no Sports page again, and missing a 
ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ȬÍÏÖÅÄ ÏÎȭȢ  

Unfortunately, ×ÅȭÒÅ a week late again, which 
means that a few upcoming events came and went. 
My sincere apology to those affected.  

This time, IȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ use COVID as my excuse. It 
got our household last week Ʉ when the Gazette 
was approaching the home straight Ʉ and laid me 
low for a few days. ȬBrain fogȭ and constant 
sleepiness were the most annoying symptoms , and 
the heaving choking dry cough the most painful and 
scary. 7ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏw out of iso, and looking forward to 
being in the world again. Thank heavens for our 
four jabs plus the anti-virals.  

Gundaroo is really copping it with this ȬÔÈÉÒÄ ×ÁÖÅȭ, 
so Sylvia and I appear to be in good company. 
Apparently, many more of us are likely ÔÏ ȬÃÏÐ ÉÔȭȢ  

This month Ʉ as well as all  our regular welcome 
columns about Ȭmatters naturalȭ, our gardens, and 
wildcare, and the fire brigade, school and scouts 
pages Ʉ we have two articles about land 
managementȢ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ about our 
local rural enterprises. Gundaroo IS in a farming 
district, after all. 4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÈÉÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ budding 
would-be writers.  

Gazette succession plans moving ahead 

)ȭÖÅ ÎÏ× ÈÁÄ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÁÌË ×ÉÔÈ Á young woman who 
really wants to take the reins by the end of the year. 
TÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×Åȭve embarked on a gradual handover.  

Elizabeth Kovacs will be known to many of you. Her 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÕÎÓ Ȭ"ÌÕÅÆÉÅÌÄÓȭ ÆÁÒÍ on Dicks Creek Rd. She 
went to Gundaroo School, has worked at several 
Gundaroo businesses, has started her own craft 
enterprise, and is regularly seen at local markets.  

Significantly, Elizabeth is in her third year of a four-
year double degree at University of Canberra Ʉ with 
majors in creative writing and journalism. A few 
months of this semester can apparently include an 
ȬÉÎÔÅÒÎÓÈÉÐȭ ×ÉÔÈ The Gundaroo Gazette, for which 
she has previously written several articles.  

Elizabeth is enthusiastic and is confident she can 
ȬÓÔÁÙ Á ×ÈÉÌÅȭ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÚÅÔÔÅȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ a journalism 
career WILL prove irresistible. But a couple of years 
here could be of mutual benefit. ,ÅÔȭÓ make the most 
of it. 7ÅȭÖÅ already begun with this ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ front 
ÐÁÇÅȢ -ÏÓÔÌÙ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈȭÓ ×ÏÒË.  

Finally, once again, I thank all our writers, news and 
notice contributors, advertisers, tireless couriers, and 
my Ȭtechnical fixÅÒÓȭ Ʉ and especially readers who 
give feedback and suggestions for improvement.  

Until August 
Your Editor | Custodian 

Gunning medical services ï 4845 1166 
Doctors and allied health services.  

(Phone for bookings and more information.) 

Gunning Pharmacy ï 4845 1339 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am to 2.30pm every 2nd weekend 

SAVE THE DATE  FOR 
THE EXPO! 

Gundaroo Community 
Association  Expo and 

Christmas Market 2022  

SATURDAY 26  NOVEMBER  
Save this date. 

Watch this space for details as 
planning proceeds.  

2021 Expo was praised by stallholders  
and visitors alike.  

GUNDAROO OUTSIDE OF  
SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

BEFORE AND AFTER  

SCHOOL CARE 

Before School ˉ 7amð9am   $15 per day, $18 Casual 
After School ˉ 3pmð6pm   $25 per day, $28 Casual 

GOSH is an Approved Service offering  
Child Care Subsidy to eligible families. 

Children from all schools are welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to 
gundaroogosh@gmail.com 

Gundaroo Public School, Lot Street, Gundaroo 

Sutton Pharmacy Plus 
Experienced pharmacist. Well -stocked 

pharmacy.  
Small general store for household basics 

Discounted prescriptions ­ NDSS diabetes supplies 
Vaccinations ­ Medication weekly packaging  

Compounding ­ Medication review. 

51 Camp St, Sutton 
Trading: 9amï5.30pm MonïFri, 9amï1pm Sat.  

Ph: 6230 3552, Fax: 6230 6023 
Email: suttonpharmacyplus@gmail.com 
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Not a book review              By a biased reader 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. But that was inevitable. You see, I knew this family well when I studied at 
Sydney Uni in the 1960s. Mother Joan (single my then), the author Angela and her four siblings. Her next sister 
Katrina and I became very close ¹ so to speak. Decades later, we met by chance at a rural show in the New 
England, where Katrina and her husband Rob are major woolgrow ers. (She DID marry him, as she vows in the 
book.) My wife Sylvia and I have been friends with them ever since ¹ and visit each other when we can. And 
Angela signed my copy of this book one day at the Merino Café in Gunning.  

So, here is what some others have said about Barefoot in the Bindis.  

ñRich, nourishing, totally engrossing and very moving.ò 
Margaret Pomeranz 

ñEndlessly vivid and enjoyable ï full of stories and characters  
that will tug at both your imagination and memory.ò 
Richard Glover 

Amazon readers in Australia, selected from dozens, all complimentary.  

ñFabulous. Great story, well written. Lots of reasons to read this, whether for 
entertainment, or nostalgia or to gain insight into the lives of our farmers, and Post 
War Australia. Written with humour and intelligence and a fast flow so that I didnôt 
want to put it down.ò 

ñWonderful and heart warming look at country life ups and downs and struggles. 
Well written and entertaining. Could not put it down.ò 

ñAn interesting account of the times that will resonate with bush kids of that era, 
and educate those of this generation.ò 

ñReally enjoyed reading about this family in a period that I could easily relate to. 
Description of family members, struggles and hardship of this family was so powerful.ò 

ñThis is a refreshingly honest and evocative autobiography with a distinctly Aussie 
flavour, full of humour and pathos. é I related to Barefoot in the Bindis because of 
the era. It is a delightful book, heart-rending in a way but full of real interest. I 
recommend It to all Aussie readers.ò 

Enough! This well -written book  could resonate with some who have similar memories .  
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         Gundaroo Public School News  

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy term, and I think we are all a little 
surprised at the pace with which we have reached the mid-
way point of the year. As I write this, we are about to start a 
well-deserved break for staff, students and families, and we 
wish our community a safe and enjoyable break together.  

The school staff have several projects and professional 
learning activities planned, and we look forward to sharing 
these with you next term. Until then, we will reflect on the 
final weeks of Term Two.  

Sustainability: We were successful in receiving two grants 
which will allow us to continue to move forward with our 
plans to enhance outdoor learning spaces. [The new P&C 
column on p11 has more detail. Ed]  If you ever come across 
a grant opportunity you think could be beneficial to our 
school, please do not hesitate to send the details to our 
P&C at gundaroopc@gmail.com.  

Sport: Following our weekly basketball and rugby lessons in 
Term Two, we are excited to have Tennis as our sport for 
Term Three. Tennis ACT and Southern NSW will provide 
whole-class tennis lessons, an additional tennis taster and 
an opportunity for Stage 2 (Years 3, 4) students to compete 
in the Todd Woodbridge Cup in August. Go Gundaroo! 

Athletics Carnival: The Gundaroo Athletics Carnival was a 
huge success. Congratulations to every student who 
participated in the events. Whether it was jumping, 
running, or playing, the students showed great 
sportsmanship and determination. The blue sky and shining 
sun were a lovely addition to the day. Thank you to the 
parents and grandparents who helped make the day run so 
smoothly. We could not have done it without you. 

Spelling Bee: Congratulations to our junior and senior 
tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ .ŜŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ Spelling 
Bee, we have finalist Bertie and runner-up Ava. In the 
Senior Spelling Bee, we have finalist Lily and runner-up 
Milla. Our finalists will go on to compete in the Regional 
Finals in Term Three and we cannot wait to cheer them on.  

Enrichment: Our weekly Peer Support Enrichment sessions 
were again very popular. This 
term, students chose from art, 
cooking, STEM, school 
projects, sport and choir.  

These activities allow 
students to explore their 
strengths and passions 
through different and fun 
learning experiences.  

 

Quiz Night: We are incredibly excited this year to be 
welcoming back the annual Gundaroo Public School P&C 
Quiz Night. Quiz Night tickets will go on sale in Week 1 of 
Term 3. Tables of 8ς10 people are selling for $150/table, so 
gather your friends and get in touch when the kids return 
to school.  

Family Fun Day: On the last day of Term Two, families were 
invited to spend the afternoon at school. All classrooms 
were open with student work on display. We then moved 
to the hall where the Gundaroo RFS shared a winter fire 
safety talk with us and lit the fire pits so we could roast 
marshmallows. Our students and their families enjoyed 
roasted marshmallows, hot chocolates and biscuits as they 
listened to the choir sing.  

Our cooking Enrichment group shared 
the caramel slice they had made, and 
our art group sold their candles.  

It was a fantastic 
way to finish the 
term and, far 
from dampening 
the day, the 
rainy weather 
created some  

     great fun.   

Have a wonderful break, and we 
will see you next term. 

Rebecca Harris  
Principal 

mailto:gundaroopc@gmail.com
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NSW Rural           c/ς Post Office 
  Fire Service         Gundaroo NSW 
                  2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Fire safety this winter 

Winter is upon us and we have been experiencing some very cold days and nights! Time for another little reminder about keeping safe over the 

next couple of months. High electricity costs are causing some people to not think about fire safety, and as a result there have been some 

deaths in house fires or people seriously burnt while trying to stay warm.  

Brigade Captain, Ian Robinson, is concerned and wants to alert our readers to some fire safety issues.  

Do not bring inside your home heaters made for outdoors only. They can give off toxic fumes and ignite.  |  Donôt bring inside any type of fire 

in metal buckets, and donôt burn lots of candles.  |  Remember to test and replace batteries in smoke alarms.  |  Clean your chimney or flue 

to prevent build-up of soot, which can catch alight.  |  Use a fire screen if you have an open fire to prevent sparks coming out.  |  Keep your 

clothes on that drying rack, and toys or curtains, at least a metre from the heater.  |  Clean the lint filter on the clothes drier before and after 

every load.  |  Check electric blankets for frayed cords or any type of damage.  |  Practise your Fire Escape Plan with everyone who lives 

in your home, so in the event of a fire youôll all know what to do.  For additional valuable information, visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au.   

Incidents  

Captain Ian Robinson reported no incidents since the last report. 

Donations 

Thank you to Paul Blacklock, Marty OôConnor, Ron Miller, Chris Gaggin, Emma Shadbolt and Matthew Whitfort for your recent donations  

to the Brigade.   

And thank you to everyone who supported our recent pub raffle, our Bunnings sausage sizzle, and for ongoing support of our RFS Hat at  

the Gundaroo Grocer. 

A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible. Pay by cheque, cash or direct transfer. Include your name and 

address for receipt. Brigade Treasurer Alex Hanner. 

Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 032746      Account No: 015969 

Required burn notifications 

The official Bush Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) ended on 31 March, and you no longer need a permit to light fires for hazard reduction. But 

you still need to notify others about your proposed burn. If everyone follows these steps for what you need to do until it is required again, 

unnecessary callouts for our volunteers will be avoided. 

1. Notify at least 24 hours prior to the burn the Yass Fire Control on Ph: 6226 3100 Monday-Friday during business hours, or log it 

on-line https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications. 

2. Notify our Brigade Captain, Ian Robinson on 0408 625 429, or Senior Deputy Andrew Nicholls on 0414 824 176 about your burn. 

3. Personally notify all neighbours adjoining your property. Do not just post it on Facebook. We stress again that Facebook is not 

an acceptable way to notify your proposed burn. The Brigade advises all residents conducting pile or controlled burns to take care. 

Ring triple zero (000) in the event of an emergency.  Information is also available online at www.rfs.nsw.gov  

Deidre Robinson ï Publicity Officer 

 

[ƻǳΩǎ Bobcat Hire 
Over 30 yearsõ experience locally and interstate. 

Lou Jenalõs Bobcat Hire gets your earthworks done quickly and cleanly. 

 
Free quotes available 

Call Lou on 0412 487 686p 
Email: lousbobcathire@hotmail.com 

   Tilt Tray Hire Hiab with 7m flat tray Landscaping, Rock Raking  
  Tractor & Slasher hire    Driveways & repairs         General Earthworks 

 
Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 

HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
Volunteers always welcome.  

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov/


         The Gundaroo Gazette             July  2022  9 

1st Gundaroo Scouts
 

The 1st Gundaroo Scout Group was  
   extremely proud to welcome six  
   new youth members during the  
    past month. Elliott, Jon, Tom,  

Louis, Benji and Aurore all made the Scout Promise 
and a commitment to live by the Scout Law.  

The Promise and Law are core elements of the 
scouting movement and provide the values 
expected of all members. The elements of the Scout 
Law revolve around the themes of being respectful, 
doing what is right, and self-belief. More 
information can be found here: 
https://scouts.com.au/about/what-is-
scouting/promise-law/ 

The investiture ceremony (pictured) followed a 
fantastic session exploring the obstacle course our 
youth members had planned and constructed. The 
final obstacle was a ladder bridge, symbolising the 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΩ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
scouting community. It was an excellent night, with 
a special thanks to our Leaders Dave and Cath, and 
the Sutton SES unit for their ongoing support.  

We will take a break over the winter school holidays 
and look forward to returning next term. Next term 
we will be working towards taking the youth 
members to Cootamundara in October to 
participate in an Air Activity hosted by the Scouts 
Air Activity Centre.  

We hope to get all our youth members a flight in 
the ScoutsΩ own aircraft. You may see us fundraising 
around the village as we work towards subsidising 
our costs for the camp flight. Donations to 1st 
Gundaroo can be made through the NSW Scouts 
webpage here: https://nsw.scouts.com.au/make-a-
difference-how-to-donate-to-scouts-nsw/ 

If you are interested in joining the scouting journey, 
please check out https://nsw.scouts.com.au/ or 
contact Phil Gaden on 0413 137 761. The 1st 
Gundaroo Scout Group meets Tuesday evenings 
between 6pm and 7.30pm during the school term. 
As the weather is now cool and the days short, 
please ensure everyone is wearing warm clothes 
and brings a torch and their water bottle. 

Phil Gaden  
Group Leader

 

https://scouts.com.au/about/what-is-scouting/promise-law/
https://scouts.com.au/about/what-is-scouting/promise-law/
https://nsw.scouts.com.au/make-a-difference-how-to-donate-to-scouts-nsw/
https://nsw.scouts.com.au/make-a-difference-how-to-donate-to-scouts-nsw/
https://nsw.scouts.com.au/
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Good news from Gundaroo P&C 

 

The 2022 Gundaroo Parents 
& Citizens executive was 
elected in Term Two, and 
has endorsed key objectives 
of supporting Gundaroo 
Public School. These are:  

ü Realise sustainability objectives, including 
ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ aǊǎ 5Ωǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ōǳǎƘ ǘǳŎƪŜǊ 
plantings, and yarning circle, and a sensory 
garden and veggie patch. 

ü Engage our community, by hosting the return 
of the well-loved Quiz Night for its 40th 
event, by coordinating working bees and by 
working with the school to create a new 
community space. 

ü Raise funds, by supporting opportunities to 
secure funds for improvements to our school 
grounds, for sustainability projects and for 
classroom priorities as identified by the 
Principal. 

A welcome state grant 
To support these priorities, the P&C were proud 
recipients of a b{² tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ϷонΣллл to 
undertake sustainability projects for the school. We 
hosted local member for Goulburn and Local 
Government Minister, The Hon. Wendy Tuckerman, 
and Education Minister, The Hon. Sarah Mitchell,  
on Wednesday 29 June to share how this grant will 
be used.  

School captains Aurora and Xander and Principal Mrs 
Harris conducted a tour of school grounds, focusing 
on the market garden area along Morning Street 
(pictured, next column), where there are plans to 
implement projects in line with nature-based learning 
and sustainability outcomes including a learning 
space, fruit trees, edible natives, vegetable gardens 
and a new chook run.  

New GOSH operator 
The P&C welcomes the new operator of GOSH in 
Term Three, Big Childcare, and extends a heartfelt 
thanks to Helen Rex, 2021 P&C Vice President and 
GOSH Sub-Committee lead, who has supported GOSH 
operations through the transition period.  

We also thank previous P&C members for their 
tireless commitment to establishing and keeping 
this service running for our community over the 
past ten years, and also gratefully acknowledge the 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Wǳƭƛŀ aƻǊǇƘŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Early Learning. 

All welcome 
The P&C welcomes participation from all members of 
the community. For more information, visit 
https://gundaroo-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-
our-students/p-c-.html  

{ǘƻǊƳ hΩ¢ƻƻƭe, Secretary 

 

 

https://gundaroo-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/p-c-.html
https://gundaroo-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/p-c-.html
mailto:GundarooPC@gmail.com
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ON OUR FARMS 
Contributions on rural activities and issues 
 

Local Land Managers Learning Lots 
By Cate Thomas 
A funny thing happened to me last year when I 
retired ς I got very enthusiastic about helping the 
native grasses and plants where I live to regenerate, 
and I had a go at cool burning. I had read a book and 
got all the tips, so what could go wrong?  

It was all going nicely when an unexpected easterly in 
the middle of a cool-damp winter saw the flames 
multiply and soar. The then captain of Gundaroo RFS 
may recall my shame at having to call him in a panic! I 
realised that I had very little idea of what I was doing 
on my land and needed to hook into a community of 
like-minded land managers to share knowledge and 
experiences, and, most importantly, to learn. 

Thus, in November 2021, the Gundaroo Regenerative 
Land Managers Network was born. The Network is a 
local informal group (not yet incorporated or aligned 
with any other groups). It shares information about 
regenerative agricultural practices and organises 
visits to ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ properties to see and hear 
about what practices they are using. Members 
communicate via a social media page and an email 
list (for those not keen on social media), and at the 
the end of June the Network had grown to 
more than 130 members.  

Here are some things the Network does not do: 

¶ WŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ 
Regenerative Agriculture.  

¶ We doƴΩǘ tell people what to do with their 
land.  

¶ WŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
do on their land. 
o WŜΩre simply curious, and open to 

learning more about regenerative land 
management practices.  

You may have seen some of us on the local 
Sunday night ABC News several weeks ago. The 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ ΨŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩΣ but that 
describes just some of us.  

A more comprehensive name for us is Land 
Managers, because we are people living on parcels of 
land that range from a relatively small village or 
suburban block to more than 500 acres, and most of 
us are not earning a living from the land. All of us, 
however, are keen to learn more about not just 
sustaining soils, waterways, biodiversity and humans 
in the landscape, but regenerating these things. That 
is, leaving these landscape functions in a better state 
than when we arrived.  

One cattle farmer in our group said to me, as we 
walked his place looking at leaky weirs and recently  

 

The purpose of 
this up-slope 

weir is to slow 
and reduce 

overland flow, 
reduce 

downslope 
erosion and 

help rehydrate 
the local 

landscape. 

 

 

 

dug contours, that his ultimate goal was to see water 
still trickling through his long gully at the end of the 
next drought, rather than seeing more erosion and 
dust, like he had done in 2019. 

Our property visits are the standout feature of the 
Network, and in January this year we launched a 
Calendar of Events for 2022. There is an event each 
month except January, and these have proven 
popular. A group of 24 attended our most recent 
event at Ambrosia Park, Bellmount Forest (pictured).  

A new 2023 Calendar of Events is already being 
planned.  

I believe that most people are a bit like me ς they 
learn best when they see, feel and walk through a 
place, not just read or hear about it. I think this is 
what has made our property visits and the Network 
so popular.  

If you are think you may want to be a part of the 
Gundaroo Regenerative Land Managers Network, 
look us up on Facebook (you need to request to join), 
or email me, cate_thomas@hotmail.com. 

mailto:cate_thomas@hotmail.com
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Forbs in our native grasslands  
Edited from a report by Sutton 
Landcare Group 

It should come as no surprise that native 
grassland comprises many diverse plants that 
are not grasses.  

In June, Sutton Landcare Group welcomed a 
presentation from Dr David Johnson, from the 
ANU and a specialist in forbs in native 
grassland.  

Forbs are small herbaceous flowering plants 
that are not grasses or grass-like, such as 
sedges and rushes. Forbs include lilies, orchids, 
peas, daisies, and more, and are a little-known 
aspect of native grassland ecosystems.  

Forbs are highly adaptable, and are found in diverse 
climatic zones ς from hot arid (e.g. Lake Mungo, below) 

to alpine (e.g. Kosciusko National Park, below) and the 
Southern Tablelands (right).  

Forbs certainly occur in the Sutton Reserve Grasslands, 
where there is a high diversity of species grouped 
together between and around local and exotic grasses. 

The diversity of forbs is important for their resilience, 
as well as being important for biodiversity, insects, 
and the overall health of a native grassland. For 
example, they grow between clumps of grasses so as 

not to compete. They have long 
deep root systems, and can grow 
in Ψƛƴhospitable placesΩ such as in 
shade, and on thin or poor soils. 
Their root systems make them 
effective carbon sequestration 
agents (although that has been 
difficult to quantify). 

Forb seeds can survive 
underground for years (between 5 
and 15+ years depending on 
species) until they find the right 
conditions to germinate.  

Dr Johnson has been conducting 
research in a section of Kangaroo 
grass near Belconnen. In his trials, 

the Kangaroo grass was dense and the density of forbs 
very low. His experiments used various management 
techniques and different controls to understand what 
environmental conditions assist forbs to thrive.  

Some of these controls were:  

¶ thinning out the litter  
¶ spot spraying weeds  
¶ dense seeding of forb seeds.  

His results showed that removing litter was a 
significant way to increase forb density. Some 
considerations for this were: fewer nutrients for new 
forbs to grow; higher evaporation rates; and more 
competition for area.  

Contrary to initial thinking, 5Ǌ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ results 
showed that litter removal does not necessarily lead to 
exotic invasion. He found that taller forbs seem to be 
stronger than the shorter forbs. 

Native forb restoration is most likely to succeed if litter 
is removed and weeds are controlled (at least until 
forbs establish). Established native forbs can better 
resist weed invasion.  
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Family Day Care 

in Gundaroo 

We are seeking an additional 
Family Day Care Educator in 

Gundaroo 

Contact us on  
6236 8305 or at 

admin@ccel.com.au  
for further information. 

 

Caring for our Country Kids 
 

and Post Office  
SHOP AND TAKEAWAY TRADING HOURS  

Monday to Wednesday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Thursday and Friday 8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 3.00 pm 
Sunday 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Any changes to these hours, which may occur from time to time, will 
be notified on our Facebook page and on signage at our front door. 

POST OFFICE TRANSACTIONS (excluding mail collection) 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 12 noon 
Sunday CLOSED 
Mail can be collected at any time during shop hours.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  

Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms 

PHYSIOTHERAPY ς GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal ï Sport ï Spinal ï Post Surgery ï General  

James Langworthy ς Physiotherapist 
B. Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy - Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
EXERCISE CLASSES 

PILATES ς STRENGTH ς FLEX ς BALANCE 
Enjoyable and easy to challenging mat work exercises. 

All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 9.15 ς 10.15am 

Please phone for an appointment or for class details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

James Ph 0459 564 381           Marion Ph 0498 146 977 

 

mailto:admin@ccel.com.au
mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com
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Indumentum 

A periodic column about matters natural 

by Sue McIntyre

Warm yourself by the fire 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƎǊƻŀƴƛƴƎ 
ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘπǳǇ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ōƛƻƳŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛƴ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎƭȅ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘπǳǇ ƻŦ ŦǳŜƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǊŀƛƴȅΣ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ aŀȅΣ L 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴǎŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 
CƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ1 ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƻƭ ōǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ {ƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ WǳƴŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ŦƭŀƳƳŀōƭŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ млсƳƳ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ 
aŀȅΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ 

²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǳǎǎƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ wŜŘπŀƴǘƘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀōȅ 
DǊŀǎǎ όwȅǘƛŘƻǎǇŜǊƳŀ ǇŀƭƭƛŘǳƳύ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǎŎƻǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǎǎƻŎƪǎ ōǳǊƴŜŘ 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭŘ ǿƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

 
1 нлнлΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ IŀǊŘƛŜ DǊŀƴǘ 

ŦƭŀƳŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǳǎǎƻŎƪ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǘ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊπǘǳǎǎƻŎƪ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǎǇŀǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ōƛƻƳŀǎǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƛƴ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǎƻƛƭǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΣ ŀ ǇŀǘŎƘȅ ōǳǊƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ    

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ hǳǊ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
ŘŜƴǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴǎŜƴΩǎ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΥ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ 
ŦƻǊ Ŏƻƻƭ ŀǳǘǳƳƴκǿƛƴǘŜǊ ōǳǊƴǎΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ōǳǊƴŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
ŜŀŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ǎǇǊŀȅ ŀǎ ōŀŎƪπǳǇΦ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŦƛǊŜ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘΣ ŀ ōŀǊƪ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΦ ²ŜƭƭπƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 
ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 

¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ ¦ǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƛǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ όƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ 
ōŀǊŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎύ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǳǎŜ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ 

[ƻƴƎπǳƴōǳǊƴǘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŜŜŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ όǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴύ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
ǿŜŜŘǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΦ 

 

Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 
ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŦƛǊŜΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ 
ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΣ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ 
ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅΦ  

July 2022 
ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƎŀƴƎπƎŀƴƎπƎǳƴŘŀǊƻƻΦŎƻƳκ 

  

http://www.gang-gang-gundaroo.com/
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PUMPS & TANKS  

HOME & GARDEN  

AG & VET CHEMICAL  

SHEDS & HARDWARE  

STOCK WATER SYSTEMS TRENCHING & EXCAVATION  

FERTILISER, SEED AND LIME  

STOCKFEED & PET SUPPLIES PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATION DESIGN 

PROFESSIONAL AGRONOMY & SOIL MAPPING 
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In our gardens 
by Lisa Walmsley 

 

How to prune roses 

Many people face rose pruning with great trepidation, 
knowing the job must be done but having little idea 
how to do it. Some worry that they may kill their roses. 

Fear not. I will show you the way. 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
be a pro.  

Basic strategies 
There are a few basic strategies to follow when 
pruning roses. 

1. Remove dead wood and obvious dead branches. 
Roses tend to get scruffy during the growing season 
ς branches have a mind of their own and can also 
grow prolifically. Take out all branches that cross 
other branches (choose which one is most 
ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊǳō ǎƘŀǇŜύΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ 
branches in the centre of the rose, and allow air 
and light to penetrate the whole shrub. 

2. Remove any sickly looking branches. These do 
not tend to produce robust beautiful flowers, 
so get rid of them. 

3. /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨǾŀǎŜΩ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ has a relatively hollow 
centre, with branches around the outside. I tend to 
decide on five or six branches to keep. 

4. Provide adequate room between your rose bushes. 
If they are planted too close, your plants will be 
compromised and will not bloom as well as they 
should. They may also be prone to pests and 
diseases, because air cannot easily move through 
to keep the plants dry. 

5. As we have had a particularly wet few years, you 
have probably noticed lots of black spotΦ LǘΩǎ best 
to remove all these leaves to reduce the fungal 
spore transfer. Consider a fungal spray if your 
roses have been badly affected.  

Equipment 
1. Gloves: these are essential. Good leather is best. 

2. Secateurs: make sure they are sharp 

3. Saw: a small hand-saw 

4. Spray bottle: for metho, 
which prevents spreading 
disease from one rose to the 
next. 

5. Mechanical secateurs: if 
you are lucky to own these, 
they speed up your job. 

6. Petrol tools: trimmers and 
small chainsaws are a useful 
extra for certain roses. 

Stand back and examine the 
shape. Remove thŜ ΨƳŜǎǎȅΩ 
branches so you can see what 
youΩre doing. It doesn't really 
matter how much you 

remove in the 
first instance. 
LǘΩǎ really just 
so you can 
clear a space 
to prune 
branches 
further down.  

Make sure 
you remove 
all the leaves 
and half-
opened 
winter 
flowers. 

Now that you 
have a clear view 
of the bush, you 
can be brutal 
with your rose 
pruning. Select 
strong healthy 
branches and 
make sure they 
have plenty of 
space to grow. 
Here your main 
objective is to 
take the 
ΨbusynessΩ out of 
the plant ς that 
is, to simplify it. 

Make sure the branches you cut are taken off right at 
the bottom of the branch. Don't leave a stub. 

One of the biggest mistakes people make is not 
cutting enough off their roses. Most shrub roses, 
once pruned, should not stand much more than 30 
to 40cm from the ground.  
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Sutton Automotive  

&  Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 

Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 

Phone:  6230 3188 

E: dssutton@bigpond.com  

mailto:dssutton@bigpond.com
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Wildcare  
by Bec Quinn  

 

¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ²ƛƭŘŎŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to care for animals. What can 
you do? 
The first thought that comes to most ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
they think of wildlife rehabilitation is bottle feeding an 
adorable baby animal, whether it is a wombat, possum, 
wallaby, or bird.  

.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ to you? 

There are many other ways you can help, and here are  
a few ideas. 

Helpline 
If you are an organised person, with good communication 
skills, you may like to help on our 24/7 Helpline. These 
volunteers are the point of contact for members of the 
public, and provide advice as well as organising rescuers to 
attend to an animal in need of assistance. They are rostered 
on for a six-hour shift that meets their time constraints on a 
monthly or more frequent basis.  

Management committee 
If you have suitable skills, you may like to nominate to be on 
the Wildcare Management Committee. Suitable skills include 
minute-taking, bookkeeping, information technology, as well 
as some more generalised roles. The management committee 
usually meets monthly, on the weekend, and communicates 
frequently between meetings by email. 

Fundraising 
The Fundraising team attends markets and fairs, selling a 
variety of hand-made items such as toy animals and door 
stops. They are always on the look out for highly competent 
sewers and knitters to help create beautiful custom 
creations for sale.  

 

 

A handmade 
wombat 
recently sold  
by the 
Fundraising 
Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction 
Woodworking and construction skills are also highly 
desirable. Wildcare uses many possum boxes every year and 
is always looking for help with their construction and 
placement. Other construction tasks include aviaries and 
wombat and macropod enclosures. 

Animal care ς Rescue 
If you would like a more hands on role with animals, two 
particular roles are essential. One is to become a rescuer. 
Rescuers receive calls from the Helpline regarding animals in 
need of assistance. This may be as simple as collecting an  

 

animal from the vet and taking it to a carer, or as complex as 
removing a large kangaroo from a fence and organising 
medical care for it.  

You ǿƻƴΩǘ be expected to undertake complex rescues until 
you have the necessary experience and confidence. YoǳΩǊre 
not expected to care long-term for an animal simply because 
you rescued it. Animals are allocated to carers by the relevant 
species coordinators. 

Animal care ς Euthanasia 
The second direct animal contact role involves the humane 
euthanasia of animals that an experienced rescuer or the 
species coordinator has assessed and determined that 
unfortunately the best outcome is to end ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ 
suffering. For this role, you need to have an appropriate 
firearms licence and attend firearms training with Wildcare. 

Wildcare has been operating in the area (and its surrounding 
22,000 square kilometres) for 30 years. It is run solely by 
volunteers who are passionate about our native wildlife. If 
you think that you would like to become a volunteer with 
Wildcare, please contact our 24/7 Helpline on 6299 1966 or 
download a membership form from www.wildcare.com.au. 
You are also welcome to visit and ask questions at our stall 
whenever Wildcare sets up at various markets and fairs 
around the district.  

July 2022 

Gundaroo House and Baby Sitting 

Need a babysitter? 

Going out for the night/day, or just need a break for a few 
hours and want your kids looked after by:  

V Experienced babysitters 
V At reasonable rates 
V Available most evenings 

    and weekends 
V References available 

Going away, and need a house sitter?  
Want to leave your pets at home  
and have the garden looked after by: 

V Experienced pet sitters,  
    staying in your home 

V In business since 2016 
V At reasonable rates 
V Referees available 

Who are we? 
We are Nikita and Grace and 

have grown up in the village. We 
go to Dickson College and were 

long-time Scout members. 
Contact us:  

Grace: 0490 782 594 
Nikita: 0490 391 520 
Email: gundaroositters@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.wildcare.com.au/
mailto:gundaroositters@gmail.com

