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The introduction of Autumn leaves 
will be a welcome sight to many this 
year after a few brushes with bush 
fires – some a little too close for 
comfort – to the Gundaroo area and 
surrounds. Although our Summer 
consisted primarily of what was 
seemingly uneven weather patterns, 
we hit a few hot days that gave us a 
good reminder of the importance of 
slip, slop and slap.
As we are rapidly on our way to 

another drought – goodbye La 
Niña – it is important to note that 
previous flooding has caused grass 
to grow at an accelerated rate. This 
grass has since dried and provides a 
feast for hungry bushfires to munch 
on. As spoken about in our regular 
Gundaroo Fire Brigade (page nine) 
it is important that emergency plans 
are made in preparation for an 
evacuation – should we be so unlucky 
to experience one (knock on wood).

In saying this, we have been incredibly 
lucky to see the newest member of 
the Gundaroo Fire Brigade’s family. 
The CAT 1 tanker (Gundaroo 1A) is 
the first new ‘appliance’ the brigade 
has seen in a long time, so we can 
rest assured knowing that our hard 
working firies are up to date on 
technology, machinery, practises and 
knowledge.
Be sure to give our Gundaroo A1 
tanker a wave when you see it (or the 
lovely fire fighters on board).
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•	 We're looking for new voices to join the 
Gazette, if you're interested, please email us at                
gazette@gundaroo.org

•	 Please like and follow our Facebook group at The 
Gundaroo Gazette to keep updated on important 
stories, updates and posts.
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Local News
GOSH Situation
For those who were effected by the 
current GOSH (Gundaroo Outside 
of School Hours) situation, please 
contact the before and after school 
care team at the NSW Department of 
Education at BASCreform@det.nsw.
edu.au or call at 1300 244 145.

Any and all feedback will go towards 
finding a solution to the problem.

GUNDAROO PARK AMENITIES 
BLOCK AND PLAYGROUND 
SHADE OFFICIALLY OPENED
The new Amenities Block and 
Playground Shade at Gundaroo Park 
was officially opened on 10 February 
by Local Member and Minister for 
Local Government Wendy Tuckerman 
along with Yass Valley Mayor Cr Allan 
McGrath. A good crowd including 
local Cr Burgess, YVC staff, GCA 
reps, Year 6 from Gundaroo School, 
Playgroup families, other regular park 
users and Gundaroo locals witnessed 
the unveiling of the plaque and 
enjoyed a sausage sizzle run by the 
Men’s Shed.

Gundaroo Park Land Manager 
Board Chair Ron Miller said the 
Minister spoke very highly about the 
community support in Gundaroo for 
the Park and other local organisations 
and stayed on and spent time 
discussing with locals the issues 
they’re concerned about.

The day also marked the official 
‘opening’ of the new playground 
shade. Both structures were built 
using funding from the NSW Stronger 
Country Communities Fund.

“A big thanks to everyone involved 
in organising the event including 
Park Board members, user 
groups(especially Men’s Shed) and 
those at the recent working bees”, 
Ron said.

Captions:
•	 Member for Goulburn Wendy 

Tuckerman and Yass valley Mayor 
Cr Allan McGrath “unveil” the 
plaque on the new Amenities 
Block.

•	 Part of the crowd who witnessed 
the official opening of the 
Gundaroo Park Amenities Block.

•	 Member for Goulburn Wendy 
Tuckerman with Gundaroo 
local Elsie and Chair of the Park 
Land Manager Board Ron Miller 
and Yass Valley Mayor Cr Allan 
McGrath.

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF BOARD 
MEMBERS TO GUNDAROO 
PARK LAND MANAGER BOARD
Ever wondered who’s responsible for 
keeping Crown reserves operating?

Countless facilities like showgrounds, 
local halls and parks are run by 
Statutory Land Manager Boards, made 
up of people just like you. People 
who understand the need and have 
a desire to manage public land and 
assets for the benefit of the entire 
community.  Your role as a Board 
Member is voluntary, but the rewards 
of giving something back to the 
community are priceless.

We’re looking for a good mix of 
people with a variety of skills, 
however, sound business and financial 
management skills and objective 
decision-making expertise would be 
a distinct advantage. Don’t let this 
opportunity to do something for 
yourself and your community pass you 
by – contact us today.

The Gundaroo Park Land Manager 
manages the Reserve No. 530000 at 
Gundaroo notified on 14-Feb-1873 
for Public Recreation. The term of 
appointment will be for a period not 
exceeding 5 years.

All applications are required to be 
lodged by 22 March 2023.

For further information contact:

Mandy Franklin (02) 4824 3704   
cl.reserves@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Local Government returns to ‘the 
big table’
Yass Valley (Gundaroo’s Local 
Government Authority, or LGA) will 
once again have a direct line to federal 
Ministers and the Prime Minister. 

After a decade ‘on the outer’, 
the Australian Council of Local 
Government (ACLG) is being reborn. 

In her announcement in late February, 
Eden-Monaro MP, Kristy McBain – as 
Minister for Regional development 
and Local Government – described 
the Council as an ‘annual forum that 
will put leaders of local government 
and the Commonwealth in one room, 
allowing Ministers to directly hear the 
issues impacting the local government 
sector’. 

The Council’s first gathering will 
be in Canberra on 16 June, the day 
after the annual National Assembly 
of the Australian Local Government 
Association (ALGA). 

ACLG was first established in 2008 by 
then Minister for Local Government, 
Anthony Albanese, but was closed 
down after a Coalition government 
was elected. 

The Council’s rebirth will once again 
enable mayors and shire presidents 
to talk of local issues directly with the 
Commonwealth’s ministers who make 
decisions that affect local juridictions. 

As an additional mechanism to 
involve local government in national 
decisions, the federal Government has 
invited ALGA to attend meetings of 
the National Cabinet and the Council 
on Financial Relations. 

These apparently esoteric 
developments reopen two pathways 

mailto:BASCreform@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:BASCreform@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:cl.reserves@crownland.nsw.gov.au
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Local News
for Yass Valley to become closer to 
the centre of national discussions that 
affect this L:GA and Gundaroo. 

The Gundaroo Gazette would support 
efforts to put Gundaroo’s local issues 
onto a broad agenda. 

Local Government returns to ‘the 
big table’ Part 2
Yass Valley (Gundaroo’s Local 
Government Authority, or LGA) will 
once again have a direct line to federal 
Ministers and the Prime Minister. 

After a decade ‘on the outer’, 
the Australian Council of Local 
Government (ACLG) is being reborn. 

In her announcement in late February, 
Eden-Monaro MP, Kristy McBain – as 
Minister for Regional development 
and Local Government – described 
the Council as an ‘annual forum that 
will put leaders of local government 
and the Commonwealth in one room, 
allowing Ministers to directly hear the 
issues impacting the local government 
sector’. 

The Council’s first gathering will 
be in Canberra on 16 June, the day 
after the annual National Assembly 
of the Australian Local Government 
Association (ALGA). 

ACLG was first established in 2008 by 
then Minister for Local Government, 
Anthony Albanese, but was closed 
down after a Coalition government 
was elected. 

The Council’s rebirth will once again 
enable mayors and shire presidents 
to talk of local issues directly with the 
Commonwealth’s ministers who make 
decisions that affect local juridictions. 

As an additional mechanism to 
involve local government in national 
decisions, the federal Government has 
invited ALGA to attend meetings of 
the National Cabinet and the Council 
on Financial Relations. 

These apparently esoteric 
developments reopen two pathways 
for Yass Valley to become closer to 
the centre of national discussions that 
affect this L:GA and Gundaroo. 

The Gundaroo Gazette would support 
efforts to put Gundaroo’s local issues 
onto a broad agenda. 

Senate investigates bank branch 
closures
The Senate has launched an official 
inquiry into the major banks’ 
aggressive closures of regional and 
suburban branches around Australia – 
leaving more and more communities 
with no bank and only limited post 
office bank services. 

The motion to refer the matter to the 
multi-party Rural and Regional Affairs 
and Transport Committee was passed 
in the Senate on 8 February without 
the support of the Labor Government. 

The Committee will report back to 
Parliament by 1 December after 
taking submissions and holding public 
hearings in affected communities. 

Submissions are due on or before 
Friday 31 March. For details, 
see: https://www.aph.gov.au/
Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_
and_Transport/BankClosures/
Submissions 
•	 The Inquiry is to report on ‘the 

current extent of bank closures in 
regional Australia’, with reference 
to: 

•	 the closure process and reasons; 
•	 the economic and welfare impacts 

on those affected; 
•	 the effect on removal of face-to-

face service on access to cash; 
•	 the effectiveness of the Australian 

Prudential Regulation Authority’s 
relevant statistics and reporting; 

•	 possible solutions; and other 
related matters. 

The Gundaroo Gazette last December 
had a news item on the pending 
closure of Westpac in Yass, and also 

noted the loss of NAB and ANZ in 
Dickson ACT, all commonly used for 
banking by Gundaroo residents. 

The article also noted “a national 
campaign is gathering momentum 
to replace these departing private 
banks with a government-backed post 
office bank offering most commercial 
and private banking services, as is 
common in more than 100 countries”. 

That public campaign had a big 
influence on the creation of this 
Senate Inquiry. 

The Gundaroo Gazette has 
seen reports that the banks are 
misrepresenting the reasons for 
accelerating their rate of branch 
closures. Also that the banks have 
placed restrictions on the number 
and scale of the Post@Bank services 
provided by the licensed post offices 
(LPOs), as well as now (complicit with 
Australia Post and the Government) 
keeping secret their replacement of 
the $20 million each they used to 
pay annually to Australia Post as a 
Community Representation Fee (CRF). 

The imminent renewal of this CRF to 
properly compensate the LPOs for 
being the banks’ agents was one of 
the two real reasons the Government 
so shamefully ejected Christine 
Holgate as CEO in 2019. 

With the LPOs once again having 
to struggle and Australia Post again 
losing money, the Government’s 
new ‘Postal Services Modernisation’ 
review offers another opportunity to 
save Australia Post from closing post 
offices or from being run down and 
privatised. 

Submissions close on 27 April. For 
more information, see: https://www.
infrastructure.gov.au/have-your-say/
postal-services-modernisation .

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/BankClosures/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/BankClosures/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/BankClosures/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/BankClosures/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/BankClosures/Submissions
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/have-your-say/postal-services-modernisation
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/have-your-say/postal-services-modernisation
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/have-your-say/postal-services-modernisation
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Community Noticeboard

 

Roads and projects updates: 
Back Creek Road 

Stage 1 of the works are progressing well, all 
clearing and grubbing works have been 
completed, with the first 1.7km of bulk 
earthworks and culvert upgrades now 

underway. Council have also been successful in 
receiving grant funding under round 4 of the 
Fixing Local Roads Grant program to seal the 
last 4.34kms of Back Creek Road. We are also 

finalising the detailed design for the bridge and 
are hoping to get it out to tender in March. 

Shingle Hill Way Bridge 
The new bridge is now complete and open to 

traffic. Contractors are now working to remove 
the existing road and low-level crossing. 
Broken Dam Creek Culvert Replacement 

(Murrumbateman Road) 
Contractors are working to have this project 

completed and the road opened by mid-March. 
Heavy Patching and road resealing 

Heavy patching has been undertaken to repair 
some badly potholed bitumen road sections on 

the following: 
 East Tallagandra Road 
 Mulligans Flat Road 
 Shingle Hill Way 

Road resealing in the Sutton/Gundaroo Area 
will begin on Monday 27 February in the 

following locations: 
• Darmody Place 
• David Street 

• Rosamel Street 
• Wells Place 

2023/24 Community financial Assistance, 
Grants and Donations applications now open 

If you are a: 
• Local Community Service 

• Cultural or Sporting Organisation 
• Charitable or Non-Profit Organisation. 

and your Service or Organisation: 
• Operates within or provides benefit to 

the residents of the Yass Valley 
• Conducts quality cultural, sporting and 

community programs and activities in 
the Yass Valley 

• Cannot attract sufficient funds from 
other sources. 

We encourage you to apply for consideration 
for financial assistance through the Community 

Financial Assistance, Grants and Donations 
Program! See our website for more information: 

https://yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/our-
 

 
 

CCuuppppaa  TTiimmee  GGuunnddaarroooo  
Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall  

You are invited to come to the Hall for a cuppa to catch-up with 
friends or meet new people. Young or old, all are welcome. 

CUPPA TIME will be held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
starting March 22nd 1.00 - 3:00pm, when Yass mobile library visits 

Gundaroo. 

Tea, coffee, fresh baked scones and locally made jam will be 
available. There is no fixed charge, but donations will be accepted. 

CUPPA TIME is based on “Scone time”, an idea from Queensland as 
seen on ABC Landline - like a Biggest Morning Tea but just for social 

contact and community building. 

Let Colin Lee know at info@gundaroohall.org.au if you want to be 
on a roster to make scones or help generally. Otherwise, just come 

and join us for a cuppa. 
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Due to some double scheduling, our meeting 
was moved to the Sutton Hall at short notice 
(thanks to Alan McNeill for organising!). 
Thank you to all for your understanding. 

Due to absences, our AGM has been 
rescheduled to our April meeting. The 
meeting will be on the 18. Entomologist 
Roger Farrow will talk to us about insects and 
pollinators.  

The role of Treasurer is still available, if you 
are interested or know someone who may 
be, please contact me on the email below. 

Thank you to those who attended Sam 
Vincent’s book talk “My Father and Other 
Animals: How I took on the family farm”.  

Many thanks to those that attended via 
zoom.  

If you are interested in joining Landcare, 
please contact us at 
sutton.landcare@gmail.com. 

Tamara Firth 
Secretary | Sutton Landcare 

 

GGuunnddaarroooo  aanndd  DDiissttrriicctt  HHiissttoorriiccaall  
SSoocciieettyy  

The next meeting of the Gundaroo and District Historical Society will 
be held at 6 pm on Wednesday, 15 March at the Literary Institute. All 

are welcome to come along. 

Interested in joining? New members are always welcome. Contact 
historicalsocietygundaroo@gmail.com for membership or general 

information. 

 

Gundaroo Common Trust 
Annual General Meeting of Commoners 

7:30pm, Tuesday, 14 March 2023 

St Joseph’s Church Hall, Morning St, Gundaroo 

All Commoners and Gundaroo residents are welcome. 

‘‘MMeeeett  tthhee  CCaannddiiddaatteess’’  ffoorr  tthhee  GGoouullbbuurrnn  EElleeccttoorraattee  
NNSSWW  SSttaattee  EElleeccttiioonn  

Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall 6.30 pm 16 March 2023 

The Gundaroo Community Association is holding a “Meet the 
Candidates” event at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday 16 March at the Gundaroo 

Soldiers’ Memorial Hall in Cork Street Gundaroo. This is a chance for 
you to hear from the candidates standing for the Goulburn electorate 
in the coming NSW election and to ask questions on local issues that 

affect you and your community. You are invited to submit written 
questions prior to the event via email to 

gundaroocommunityassociation@gmail.com. These will be forwarded 
to candidates beforehand. 

GGuunnddaarroooo  CCoommmmuunniittyy  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
AAnnnnuuaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg  

7 p.m. Wednesday 19 April 2023 Gundaroo Soldiers Memorial Hall. 
 

SSuuttttoonn  PPhhaarrmmaaccyy  PPlluuss  
EExxppeerriieenncceedd  pphhaarrmmaacciisstt..  

 

Well-stocked pharmacy. Small 
general store for household basics.  

Discounted prescriptions – NDSS 
diabetes supplies Vaccinations – 

Medication weekly packaging 
Compounding – Medication review.  

51 Camp St, Sutton Trading: 9am–
5.30pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat. Ph: 

6230 3552, Fax: 6230 6023 Email: 
suttonpharmacyplus@gmail.com 

From ‘The Desk’ 
Phew, another month done and dusted.  
May I extend my most sincere apologies to anyone whose notice 
passed the publication date. Email issues, allergic reactions, 
assessments, computer tantrums and a 21st have since passed last I 
spoke to you – what a month! 
If you’re keen to become a writer for the Gazette, I’d love to hear from 
you! Likewise, any ideas (citizen of the month, favourite recipe, short 
story competitions et cetera) are incredibly welcome! Please email me 
at Gazette@gundaroo.org with your thoughts.  
Until next month, 
Elizabeth 

Your Editor | Custodian  
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                   Gundaroo Public School News  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It has been a great and busy start to the 2023 school year with familiar faces returning, and many new families 
joining us. The P&C started the year with the community movie night, a successful and fun evening hosted 
in conjunction with Yass Valley Council. We were excited to welcome our 2023 student leaders publicly and 
officially into their roles. 

Led by school captains Toby and Lacey, our Year 6 leaders have stepped into their roles, setting the standard 
for our student body. They will attend the annual GRIP leadership conference in the ACT next week, building 
on their already impressive skills as leaders. 

Our Year 6 student leaders also represented the school at the opening of the new Amenities Building at the 
Gundaroo Park, enjoying a sausage sizzle, and playing in the shade of the playground. Our school often uses 
the resources at the park, and we were privileged to be a part of the opening event. 

Our inaugural House Captains have stepped into their roles, and all students have been gifted their new house 
hats. Our houses were well represented at the swimming carnival, where, as always, our students showed 
amazing resilience and determination in their races. Our parent volunteers were incredible, braving an 
exceptionally hot day poolside to time, record and announce events. We had a large group of students make it 
through to the District swimming carnival to compete, where our parents and students did us proud cheering 
on Gundaroo. We wish Grace and Kate all the best as they now move on to compete at the South Coast 
Regional Carnival in Dapto.

As our oldest students lead the way, our Kindergarten students have settled in beautifully to school routines 
and are amazing us constantly with their new learning. 
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Students who did not compete at the carnival engaged in fun water novelty activities. Such as running through 
sprinklers, splashing in water, and aiming wet sponges at teachers (who are clearly great sports!). Students 
also participated in AFL Clinics with the Gungahlin Jets, developing ball skills, teamwork, sportsmanship and 
resilience. 

Finally, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest member of staff, Mrs Rebecca Visman. Rebecca 
joins us from the Southern Highlands and will be teaching the 2/3 class. 
Kind regards, 

Rebecca Harris 
Principal 
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  We have started training again with an intake of 
new members who are eager to build up their 
skills and experience, and are quickly becoming 
valuable members of our unit. With so many ways 
you can contribute, there is a place for everyone at 
the Sutton Unit; If you’re interested in joining, 
please head to the NSW SES website and apply. 
One of our friendly members from the leadership 
team will be in touch and help guide you through 
training and work out where you best fit in the 
NSW SES. 

  You can catch us at the Sutton School Country 
Fair 18th March from 3pm and Sutton Village 
Country Markets Sunday 19th from 8:30am. It is a 
great opportunity to meet with our unit and 
discuss ensuring your property is read for storms 
and floods, or ask about joining! 

  Our Commanders attended the annual South 
Eastern Zone conference, joined by units from 
right across the region. This was a great 
opportunity to meet with other leaders and share 
ideas, looking toward the future of the service and 
our regions growth and development. 
 

Above: Commanders from South Eastern Zone and a visit 
from the Commissioner, Carlene York. 

 

 
Above: Sutton Unit Membership Officer Jayne, with 
Commissioner Carlene York. 

  We pride ourselves in being a uniquely diverse 
unit, with members of all different backgrounds 
and abilities. We harness the diverse knowledge, 
skills and lived experience that every member 
brings to the service to create an inclusive and 
progressive culture in the unit. Members of our 
unit have represented us in the annual Sydney 
Mardi Gras parade, embracing the diversity of all 
our members and upholding our values of 
belonging. 

  The outlook for the month looks promising, 
looking between 25-50mm total for the month, 
with a 60% chance of exceeding the average 
rainfall. March brings perfect conditions to 
prepare your home for storms and floods. Things 
like clearing your gutters, trimming trees and 
maintaining a clean yard, as well as updating 
insurance and preparing an emergency plan are all 
incredibly important in ensuring your home 
prepared during storms and floods. 

Unit Commander: Rhian Blackwell  |  Deputy Unit Commanders: Graham Hemsworth & Krystal Hemsworth 
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NSW Rural C/- Post Office 
Fire Service Gundaroo NSW  2620 

      Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade

Welcome back to 2023! We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and New Year - enjoying time with family & friends. Thankfully 
fire conditions were kind over the festive season and members were able to have a well-earned break. However, that is not the 
case now, with little rain and hot drying temperatures, many grass areas have cured. We ask that you remain vigilant and be 
prepared for potential grassfires and bushfires. A tremendous amount of dry grass around is potential fuel for hot and fast-
moving grass fires. We are urging all residents to sit down with family to discuss, review or make your Bush Fire Survival 
Plan. Visit www.myfireplan.com.au for more information. 
Prepare your home and be ready for bushfires. Keeping a well-maintained area around your home could save it during a fire. 
Please be careful mowing or slashing your grass. It’s best to wait for rain or during early mornings or late evenings when cool. 
Have a water source handy (hoses or firefighting unit) and ring Triple Zero (000) if fire breaks out. Remember in the event of a 
fire follow your Bush Fire Survival Plan and stay up to date with what’s happening. 

• Download on your smartphone the “Fires near Me” app and activate “My Watch Zone”
• Bush Fire Information Line 1800 679 737 (NSW RFS)
• Bush Fire Alert Levels, New Fire Danger Ratings, Total Fire Bans & more www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
• Social Media - https://www.facebook.com/nswrfs

Bush Fire Danger Period  
No fires are to be lit for the purpose of hazard reduction without obtaining a Fire Permit. Due to weather conditions and high 
fuel loads, we are presently recommending that people hold off burning anything. For further information about free fire permits, 
who to notify and burn offs, contact Gundaroo Captain, Ian Robinson 0408 625 429 or one of our Field Officers, Andrew 
Nicholls 0414 824 176, David Robinson 0414 369 214, Scott Shearer 0400 291 827 or Brett Southwell 0419 416 897.  
Incidents  
There have been six incidents since our last report. 

• 25 November – MVA, Donnelly Road, Federal Highway
• 25 November – Unknown Fire, Gurney VC Rest Area, Federal Highway
• 19 December – Caravan Fire, Brooks Creek Lane, Gundaroo
• 1 January – MVA, Federal Highway, Lake George
• 2 January – Structure Fire, Duke Road, Sutton
• 26 January – Grass Fire, Bungendore Road, Bywong

Gundaroo Brigade Annual General Meeting  
15 March 7.30pm at Fire Brigade training room, Cork Street, Gundaroo. Everyone is welcome to join.   

Thank you everyone who supported our pub raffles on Christmas Eve and to our Brigade Members 
who helped Santa to distribute lollies and Christmas cheer to children young and old.  

Deidre Robinson, Publicity Officer 

Sutton SES serves Sutton, Gundaroo and parts of Bywong. 
HQ is at 19 Victoria St, Sutton. 

Training is on Monday nights from 7.00pm. 
Volunteers always welcome.  

NSW Rural          C/- Post Office 
Fire Service        Gundaroo NSW 

                 2620 

Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Annual General Meeting 
The Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade AGM is being held on Wednesday 15 March at 7.00 pm in the Fire Brigade 
training room. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
Live Bush Fire Ready 
The Fire Danger Period (Fire Season) is still in place until 31st March. There is a lot of dry grass around and 
the Brigade is asking everyone to please remain vigilant, do not become complacent, be prepared and know 
your Bush Fire Survival Plan. More information on this can be visited at www.myfireplan.com.au. Remember 
to take care slashing and mowing grass and wait for rain or cooler mornings to get the job done. Have a water 
source handy just in case and, in an emergency ring triple zero (000). 
Storz Fittings 
If you are installing a rainwater tank please consider to fit it with a 65mm fire storz fittings. In the event of an 
emergency, the storz fittings provide a quick universal connection for our fire trucks to access water from your 
tank. Our trucks carry adapters if you have different sizes.  For further information call Deputy Brett Southwell 
(0419 416 897) or Deputy Michael Cliff (0428 494 403) 
Static Water Supply (SWS) Program  
During bush fires, house fires or motor vehicle accidents it can be difficult to access water to protect lives and 
property. The SWS program aims to identify properties with sources of water that can be used for firefighting 
purposes. A suitable water source can be a swimming pool, tank, or dam with at least 3,000 litre capacity. You 
can assist firefighters by prominently displaying a free SWS plate at your property boundary so that it is readily 
visible from the road. Signs are available from Yass Fire Control Centre phone: 6226 3100. 
Donations 
Thanks everyone for dropping money into our RFS Hat at the shop and thank you to following people for your 
generous donations, Marty O’Connor, Rod McEwin and Ian Price. 
A donation of $50 per family to Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade is tax deductible if made by June 30. Pay by 
cheque, cash or direct transfer. Please include your name and address for receipt. Contact our New Brigade 
Treasurer, Matt Davies (0412 628 661) 
Direct transfer: Gundaroo Rural Fire Brigade        BSB: 032746      Account No: 015969 
Incidents 
Captain, Ian Robinson reported that a very successful get together was held at the Sutton Fire Brigade shed, 
giving Captains and Deputies an opportunity to familiarise themselves with our neighbouring brigades in 
Group 4.  

• 26 January – Grass fire, a property on Bungendore Road 
• 2 February – Grass fire, a property at Currawang 
• 3 February – Report of a vehicle fire, Gurney Rest Area, Lake George 
• 11/12 February – Grass/Bush Fire, Narrangullen, Wee Jasper Road. A crew in 1B deployed and joined an 

overnight strike team and 1A with a fresh crew attending the next day. 

Training  
Training for brigade members commenced 7pm at the Fire Shed on Wednesday 22 February, our first after the 
Holiday break. The night concentrated on getting to know the trucks and equipment again in preparation for 
grass fires.  
 

Deidre Robinson – Publicity Officer 
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and Post office 
GOOD NEWS! MAJOR UPGRADE TO THE SHOP 

We are excited to announce that this shop will, within the next few weeks, become a “Friendly Grocer” store. 
We will still be “Gundaroo Grocer and Cork Street Cellars” but backed by and supported by the Friendly 

Grocer. This means that we will carry a significantly larger number of products at cheaper prices, and we will 
be able to offer weekly specials. 

The Post Office and Takeaway will remain part of this business. 
We will also be installing new road signage designed by Gundaroo local Merrill, from Icon Designs, who did 

such a fantastic job on the décor in the shop which has created our village such a unique little store. 
Until this all happens, and we settle into the new arrangement, there will be a temporary change to the trading 

hours. So, the hours will be as of today: 
- Monday to Thursday: 8am to 5.30pm Takeaway closing at 2pm each day.

- Friday: 8am to 6.30 Takeaway open all day.

- Saturday: 9am to 3pm – Takeaway closing at 2pm
- Sunday: 10am to 2pm – Takeaway open all day.

Phone: 6236 8141 
gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms 

Fax: 6236 8681 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery – General 

James Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B. Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy - Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT

EXERCISE CLASSES 
PILATES – STRENGTH – FLEX – BALANCE 

Enjoyable and easy to challenging mat work exercises. 
All levels welcome. 

TUESDAYS 9.15 – 10.15am 

Please phone for an appointment or for class details. 
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

James Ph 0459 564 381 Marion Ph 0498 146 977 

mailto:gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms
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Fast rail back on the agenda … and 
Gundaroo may be in it
Before readers get excited (or not) by the headline, it 
may be worth reflecting on more than four decades 
of proposals and investigations for a high-speed rail 
service linking Brisbane, Newcastle, Sydney, Canberra 
and Melbourne, with various alternative alignments 
and spur lines. 
Wikipedia contains a useful summary of nearly two 
dozen government and private sector proposals 
and feasibility studies costing many, many millions 
of dollars, often accompanied by grand and serious 
announcements of intention by federal and state 
governments. 
None have been implemented. Yet. 
Investigations and academic analyses have failed to 
demonstrate financial viability, and this has usually 
been accompanied by various concerns about terrain, 
land acquisition, environmental degradation, industry 
capacity – and community acceptance. Read on. 
Legislation was passed in federal Parliament last 
September to establish a new High Speed Rail 
Authority (HSRA). On 24 February 2023, Catherine 
King, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport et al, 
announced the search for Board members of the new 
Authority, which has absorbed the functions of the 
previous government’s National Faster Rail Agency. A 
week later, Minister King spoke at the National Press 
Club, saying that the HSRA would “redo the business 
case for high speed rail” – whatever that means, given 
that all the previous ‘business cases’ have not led to 
public or private investment in construction. 
In recent weeks, the online news site Guardian 
Australia has run several items about the ‘revival’ 
of the eastern seaboard fast rail agenda, and the 
priority focus on the Sydney–Newcastle corridor. And 
for years, The RiotACT has regularly published news 
articles on a fast rail link to Canberra, as recently as 
late February. 
Simultaneously, however, an alternative plan has 
been proposed by Fastrack Australia, an advocacy 
group led by two respected retired transport and 
urban planners, Dr Garry Glazebrook and Dr Ross 
Lowrey. This fairly detailed plan has already been 
presented to Rail Futures Institute Inc and the 
Australian Institute of Planning, with copies sent to 
the Prime Minister and Minister King. 
Interested readers can access the plan 
(49pp) on the Fastrack website at: https://
www.fastrackaustralia.net/_files/

The City of Gundaroo is Coming
By Alan Cummine and Terry Ryan

ugd/1b465e_0b4ba4d07f6d4d2d96f1712bdc562807.
pdf
In a nutshell, the authors argue that, instead of 
focusing on new and costly dedicated high-speed 
rail corridors, the federal Government should 
progressively upgrade sections of the existing 
rail corridors and change the priority lines. They 
claim that the cheapest and easiest way to get 
fast rail established and proven is to start with the 
Sydney–Canberra line – which would include some 
realignments and a new but topographically simple 
corridor.
And this is where Gundaroo may come in. 
The Fastrack plan proposes a high-speed rail line from 
Canberra to Gunning, where it would meet the main 
Sydney–Melbourne corridor. It would pass through – 
and have a station at – Gundaroo. 
The authors claim their proposal “will allow fast 
commuter services to operate from Canberra to 
Goulburn and Yass, including the new urban centres 
near Gundaroo and Gunning when they are created.” 
The map shows the route and the new ‘urban centres’ 
with Gundaroo also connected to the  Canberra tram 
system. 
Many in Gundaroo will recall the disquiet in the 
community over a previous proposal in 1990 to route 
high-speed rail through the Gundaroo Common. 
This disquiet may or may not recur. It would depend 
on whether this plan ever gets legs. It will also 
depend on much more detail – not just about the 
proposed route, but also the diverse ramifications 
of treating Gundaroo as a new ‘urban centre’, 
particularly one adjacent to the ACT border. 
But as a ‘maybe’, this is worth watching. 

https://www.fastrackaustralia.net/_files/ugd/1b465e_0b4ba4d07f6d4d2d96f1712bdc562807.pdf
https://www.fastrackaustralia.net/_files/ugd/1b465e_0b4ba4d07f6d4d2d96f1712bdc562807.pdf
https://www.fastrackaustralia.net/_files/ugd/1b465e_0b4ba4d07f6d4d2d96f1712bdc562807.pdf
https://www.fastrackaustralia.net/_files/ugd/1b465e_0b4ba4d07f6d4d2d96f1712bdc562807.pdf
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A Jumper to Make
An annual tradition of mine, as the weather turns 
colder and the days shorter, is to revisit the previous 
year’s unfinished knitting project. 

There’s something about starting to wear a jumper 
and slippers in the mornings that brings on a 
hankering for wool crafts. An optimistic hope (for 
my skill level) is that I’ll complete something in time 
to wear before the weather heats up. Which again 
pushes me to take up my needles and begin.

For the most part, the scarves I start I manage to 
finish. Beanies too, I eventually complete. Any 
projects on a grander scale though, tend to snag. 
To avoid being reminded of them, they’re put out 
of sight. Long and far enough away that I can forget 
about everything that frustrated me in the first 
place. Thus, the tradition. 

This year I’m hoping to break the cycle. 

Every third Sunday of the month at 3 pm a small 
group of people meet at the cafe to knit (or crochet, 
darn, etc.), chat, and occasionally have a cuppa. 
The group, initiated by Helen Gardner, is completely 

Out and About at the Café
An occasional column about the Cork St Café 

By Cassandra Simakoff-Ellims 

informal, friendly, and open to anyone. 

Once I pull the jumper (promised to my partner 
in exchange for something that I can’t remember, 
although he no doubt fulfilled his end of the 
bargain) out of the drawer and pull it apart to begin 
again, I’ll join in on the Sunday sessions. 

On a separate but related note, Lois Mor and I have 
been toying with the idea of running occasional and 
informal sewing and crafting sessions at the café, 
subject to interest. If this is something you might 
like to participate in, or if there is a specific topic you 
might like Lois (an experienced textiles teacher) to 
address, please email me at corkstcafe@icloud.com.

Photos Taken by Elizabeth Kovacs

mailto:corkstcafe@icloud.com
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100 year anniversary of William Affleck
By Ron Miller

100 years since the death of a “King of 
Gundaroo”
This month marks the 100 th anniversary of 
the death of one of the two so-called “Kings 
of Gundaroo”, William Affleck, who arrived in 
Gundaroo from Scotland as a nineteen-year-old in 
1855 and had a fundamental impact on the growth 
and development of the village and surrounding 
region.

Born in West Wemyss on March 5, 1936, the son of 
successful storekeeper Arthur Affleck, William left 
school at primary level, trained early as a pastry 
cook and confectioner and worked at a variety of 
jobs, including rope spinning and in a warehouse, 
before the family migrated to NSW and settled in 
Gundaroo joining William’s uncle John Wishart who 
already had a store in Gundaroo in the Old Harrow 
Inn. This was the first of four different sites for the 
Caledonia Store. In 1856 it was moved to a slab 
building on the southern edge the village – the first 
building to be constructed in the village, then in 
1870 to a stone cottage (now the old bakery) built 
by Arthur and William and in 1880 to its current site.

William worked as a farm labourer and a not very 
successful farmer, became the town poundkeeper 
and later went into partnership with his father as a 
storekeeper in the third Caledonia Store. He also did 
general carpentry work, later constructing his own 
buildings including the Royal Hotel in the mid-1860s 
and a number of cottages around the village. One 
of these he later donated to the village as a School 
of Arts and library, now the Literary Institute. He 
also contracted for public buildings including the 
Nelanglo and Tallagandra Schools and was involved 
in getting the land and building the Presbyterian 
Church in 1864, the first in the Queanbeyan Parish. 
He led an unsuccessful move to have a railway line 
between Queanbeyan and Gunning that would have 
passed though Gundaroo. 

He married twice, to Catherine Cameron who 
died in 1870 within five years of the marriage and 
Isabella Anderson in 1880. He had two sons, John 
and Arthur, with Catherine. Arthur died as a child 
John eventually took over the Caledonia Store when 
his parents moved to Sydney.

In his 44 years in Gundaroo, described in his memoir 
“Reminiscences of William Affleck from Infancy to 

the Present” as the best of his life at the “Centre 
of the Earth”, he was involved in much of what 
occurred. As one of the “kings” he was involved 
in the commercial and political development of 
Gundaroo (the other “king”, postmaster William 
Ralph Clemenger, lead the social and cultural 
development).

He’s credited with founding or being the driving 
force behind the Gundaroo and Fairfield bridges, the 
Courthouse (now the Anglican Church), Gundaroo 
Park, the cemetery, creation of a Show Society and 
racecourse, bringing to the village the Post Office 
and the CBC Bank of Sydney, and early development 
of the school and the Literary Institute. He saw the 
Park as his “monument” having secured the land 
and planting the trees, some of which still stand.

In 1860 he formed the Mutual Improvement Society 
and set up the Cricket Club which he described in 
his memoir as “…if not the best…easily the second 
best in the Queanbeyan district.” The club still plays 
today as the GOATS. He was a Justice of the Peace, a 
local magistrate, Trustee for Roads, Common trustee 
and School Board member.

In the mid-1890s he was elected the NSW 
Parliament as the Member for Yass for the Free 
Trade Party, a position he held until 1904.

In February 1899 William and Isabella moved to 
Strathfield in Sydney where he built three houses 
named “Weymess”, “Caledonia” and “Gundaroo”. He 
died on March 6, 1923.

•	 “Reminiscences of William Affleck from Infancy to 
the Present” https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-
452249748 

•	 In Living Memory Marion Meischke, Longhand Press 
2019

•	 Gundaroo  Errol Lea-Scarlett, Roebuck 1972

William Affleck  
05/03/1836 – 06/03/1923

https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-452249748
https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-452249748
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GGaarrlliicc  SSooyy  SStteeaakk  
You will need:  

• ½ cup of soy sauce 
• 8 grated garlic cloves 
• ¼ cup of olive oil 
• 2 tsp freshly ground black pepper 
• Steak 

 
For roughly 1 cup of sauce add soy sauce, garlic cloves, olive oil 
and black pepper into a small bowl.  

Whisk all the ingredients together in a bowl that can be kept in 
the fridge for a couple of weeks. In a flat dish or tray marinate 
the steaks in the Garlic-Soy Sauce flipping them over 3 or 4 
times to ensure coverage. 

To cook the steaks to medium/rare you need to work with a hot 
grill and allow around 12 minutes or so of cook time and 5 
minutes of resting.  

On the hottest part of your BBQ grill allow about a minute of 
cooking and then move the steaks to a slightly lower heat for 4 
minutes or so when the juices should start to appear. Flip the 
steaks and repeat the process on the second side. Each time you 
turn the steaks you should brush with the reserved marinade. 
Uncover the steak if your grill has a lid to caramelise the 
marinade. 

When the steaks are ready, they will be browned, glossy and 
juicy on the surface. If uncertain of the doneness you can use a 
small sharp knife to make an exploratory cut. 

After resting for 5 minutes slice the steaks across the grain into 
small portions that are chopstick friendly. Transfer to a warmed 
platter and pour over the juices released by the slicing. Serve 
with rice and vegetables or salad of your choice. 

 

 

What does 
garlic do when 

it gets hot? 

It takes its 
cloves off! 
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AND POST OFFICE 

SHOP AND TAKEAWAY TRADING HOURS  
Monday to Wednesday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Thursday and Friday 8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 3.00 pm 
Sunday 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Any changes to these hours, which may occur from time to time, will 
be notified on our Facebook page and on signage at our front door. 

POST OFFICE TRANSACTIONS (excluding mail collection) 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am to 12 noon 
Sunday CLOSED 
Mail can be collected at any time during shop hours.  

Hot organic BBQ chickens available on Friday nights.  
Pre-ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment.  
Phone: 6236 8141          Fax: 6236 8681 

gundaroogrocer@bigpond.coms 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – GUNDAROO 
Musculoskeletal – Sport – Spinal – Post Surgery – General  

James Langworthy – Physiotherapist 
B. Physiotherapy 

Marion Langworthy - Physiotherapist 
B.App.Sc (Phys), M.PT 

 
EXERCISE CLASSES 

PILATES – STRENGTH – FLEX – BALANCE 
Enjoyable and easy to challenging mat work exercises. 

All levels welcome. 
TUESDAYS 9.15 – 10.15am 

Please phone for an appointment or for class details..  
The Caledonia Store, 32 Cork St, Gundaroo 

James Ph 0459 564 381           Marion Ph 0498 146 977 
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The National Folk Festival in Canberra
It has been 30 years since the National Folk Festival 
found a permanent home in the National Capital. 
The Festival has been around since the last 1960s, 
and for the first 20 years was a small gathering of 
folk music and dance enthusiasts from around the 
country, all gathering in a different city each Easter 
for concerts, dancing and informal music making. As 
well as a small amount of beer consumption.

The Festival grew over the years until by the 
early 1990s it was just too big and complex to be 
reinvented by a new volunteer group each year, so 
it ended up in Canberra with Exhibition Park (EPIC) 
as its first permanent site. 1993 was the first festival 
held at EPIC with four concert venues, two dance 
stages as well as a couple more for participatory 
activities along with three paid staff and around 
250 volunteers. A decade later there were 15 
venues, half a dozen paid staff and 1200 volunteers, 
amounting to up to 10,000 people on site each day. 
It remained around that size until 2019.

The ‘Nash’ or the ‘Folkie’ as it is known to the 
younger generation has presented all the major 

National Folk Festival
By Poovra Sangam

performers in Australian folk and acoustic music 
over the years. Veterans such as Ted Egan, Eric Bogle 
and the Bushwackers have been regular performers 
over the past 30 years, with new generations of 
performers – many of whom have grown up at the 
festival are now emerging as singers, musicians, 
and dancers. The festival has always had a focus 
in First Nations performers, with singers like the 
Pigram Brothers from Broome, the Mills Sisters 
from Darwin, Gina Williams from Perth, and 
Queenslander Kev Carmody appearing on the main 
stage.

At its heart the festival is a volunteer run, 
community event. Volunteer Co-ordinators have 
teams who sell tickets, staff the gates, manage the 
bars, run the venues and take away the rubbish. The 
half-dozen paid staff do the government paperwork, 
book the performers and other contractors and keep 
track of what hundreds of volunteers are doing.

If you are interested in getting involved in this 
event, please visit www.folkfestival.org for more 
information.

http://www.folkfestival.org
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In our gardens
by Lisa Walmsley

Nematode in my compost
Have you got soil or dirt? 

If you don’t have good soil, you will not have healthy 
plants - it’s as simple as that.  

Dirt is soil that has no life in it, and even though you 
might be able to grow plants in it for a while, it is not 
a sustainable practise causing your plants to become 
sick, eventually dying. 

Most of us have work to do on our soils. 

I have banged on about mulch in this space a 
million times and it is definitely a key ingredient to  
improving our soils but it is not the only thing you 
can do to help your gardens.

We have been told for years that mulch helps our 
soil retain moisture, suppress weeds and  add 
organic matter - and that’s certainly true. But 
have you ever wondered what else is happening 
underground?

Furthermore, it’s curious that we have not stopped 
to ask, or think to ourselves whether or not we have 
life in our soils? 

It’s not unusual to drive your shovel into the ground 
with the assumption that easy digging means  good 
soil. But it is important to note that this is not always 
the case.  

This brings me to my most important point. Worms 
are your closest friends in the garden. 

Seeing worms in the ground is a really good sign that 
your soil is heading in the right direction. But what 
else is going on?

Like so many other things in life, diversity in biology 
is the key to improving your soil. 

I have spent the last year exploring the life living 
below us through the lenses of a microscope and 
my discoveries are - in my personal opinion - beyond 
extraordinary. 

Our soils are bacteria dominant and, what does well 
in bacterial dominant soils? Weeds!

Currently, I am learning how to increase the 
population of biology in our soils via the creation of 
compost, teas and extracts. Biology in soil takes the 
form of fungi, bacteria, Protozoa and nematodes 
- who collectively improve our soils by making 
aggregates. This improves nutrient cycling which 
helps water penetration, therefore encouraging 
deep roots and better soil structure.

This is a new learning process for me and, although 
it's a steep learning curve with much of the content 
seemingly foreign and ‘against the grain’, it’s 
loaded with science and works like a charm once 
implemented. 

Plants work symbiotically with creatures in the soil 
and they will support each other with their nutrient 
cycling.

The takeaway? Plants will consistently do better 
in soil that has improved biologically. My personal 
mission? To test and prove this to myself.



18 The Gundaroo Gazette 18 February 2023

Sutton Automotive 
& Engineering 
All mechanical repairs  

on cars, 4WDs and trucks 
Horsefloat repairs 

2541 Sutton Road, Sutton 
Phone:  6230 3188 

E: suttonautoeng@outlook.com 

GoodWords Consulting 
Edit | Write | Rewrite  

Affordable 
Accessible 

Local 
Alan Cummine 

0407 488 927  
alan.cummine@gmail.com 

www.goodwordsconsulting.com.au 

WWrriittee  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  mmeeaann,,  tthhee    
wwaayy  yyoouu  wwaanntt  iitt  ttoo  bbee  rreeaadd.  

• Lawyer conveyancing
• Wills
• Probate ACT and NSW
Online conveyancing

service 
www.ozpropertylaw.com 
Local Gundaroo and Yass 

Valley 
1300 136 386 

Rhondda Nicholas 
Solicitor 
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Gundaroo Scout Group
By Phil Gaden

 

The 1 st Gundaroo Scout Group is back with our Cub 
Section meeting Tuesday evenings between 6.00pm and 
7.30pm at our Hall in Gundaroo. New and prospective 
members are always welcome, with children being able 
to try scouting for three weeks before signing up. If you 
think your child would like to be involved, be sure to 
come along one evening, or give Phil Gaden a call on 
0413 137 761.

It is great to be outside in the evenings at this time of 
year. Our youth members have developed our program 
this term to make the most of the fantastic facilities we 
have in Gundaroo as well as in Canberra. I love seeing 
our Cubs taking responsibility and initiative for their 
program and what they want to achieve this term.

Some key dates:

•	 14 March – Computer Games – By popular demand 
we will be having a computer games night!

•	 4 April – Movie Night!

The Cubs and Scouts are planning a couple of camps 
along with our friends at 1 st Gunning. The first one will 
be at Jindabyne. Cath and Dave are currently working 
hard to confirm dates, and these will be passed to 
members soon. The other camp is the annual sleepover 
at the Scout Hall on 24 th April.

The 1 st Gundaroo Scout Group will then attend the 
Dawn Service the following morning.

All parents and friends of 1 st Gundaroo are invited 
to our annual report presentation which will be held 
on 28 March. Anyone from the community or parents 
who can join us are more than welcome to help us 
meet our administrative requirements for the year. 
Membership enquiries can be forwarded to Phil Gaden 
on 0413137761 or phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au.

mailto:phil.gaden@nsw.scouts.com.au
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Gundaroo Sport
By Chris Gaggin

Presentation Night
As summer draws to a close, the Gundaroo Junior 
Goats celebrated another successful season of 
Cricket Blast down at the oval. The last session 
wrapped up on Friday 3 March with a bbq and a 
few well-earned juice boxes for the kids, parents 
and coaches alike. Once again, we had great 
participation rates (for our little village) with over 
45 registered players and a healthy mix of girls and 
boys of all ages and abilities. It was great to see so 
many kids (and parents!) out on the oval having a 
run around each Friday evening. Whilst the game of 
cricket may not have been the most important part 
for all the kids involved, having fun with their mates 
was; and it’s always great to see the local kids out 
and enjoying themselves.

A big thanks to Dave, Chris, Corey, Rohan, Zac, Dane, 
and all the parents and carers that helped things 
run smoothly throughout the summer. So, until next 
summer, it’s the Junior Goats signing off.

Next Season
For the older kids in the Cricket Blast group, next 
season the Goats will be entering a team in the ACT 
Junior competition. At this stage it will likely be a 
mixed team that will play in the Stage 1 Transition 
competition. This an introductory league, which has 
smaller player numbers and modified rules to help 
ease kids into fully fledged cricket. There will be 
more details available as next season approaches, 
but please reach out if you have any questions or 

would like to express an interest in your child taking 
part. As always, girls and boys of all abilities are 
encouraged.

New Blasters Coordinators
With the introduction of Gundaroo Junior Teams 
into the ACT competition, the Goats are now on 
the lookout for new Blaster Coordinators. The 
Blaster Coordinator(s) oversees the local Friday 
night Blast sessions for kids aged 5-10yrs. The role 
is supported in terms of administration, equipment, 
session plans etc., and a full handover and ongoing 
assistance will also be provided. No prior cricket 
experience required, just a positive attitude (and a 
small measure of patience!) If you have an interest 
in taking on the role or know someone that you 
think might be suited, please reach out to gundaroo.
junior.cricket@gmail.com

mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com
mailto:gundaroo.junior.cricket@gmail.com
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What did the shark say 
when he ate the clownfish?

"This tastes a little funny"
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Eateries in Gundaroo 

Grazing (The Royal Hotel) 
Corner of Cork and Harp Streets 

6236 8777 www.grazing.com.au 

Award-winning restaurant in a 19th-century pub. 

Phone and email bookings. 
Open Thursday to Sunday 
Thursday –Friday: 12pm to 2pm; 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday: 11.30am to 3pm; 6pm to 9pm 
Sunday: 11.30am to 2.30pm 

Cork Street Gallery Café 
24 Cork Street (down driveway to the old police stables) 

6236 8217 www.corkstreetcafe.com 

Innovative gourmet pizzas, with salads and homemade 
cakes, served in the stables or the paved garden. 
Carefully curated selection of wines and beers, 
but can cater to BYO. 
Casual and popular. Phone orders welcome. 
Takeaway available. 

Open Thursday to Sunday 

Thursday: From 5pm. Last orders at 7.30pm 
Friday: From Noon. Last orders at 8pm 
Saturday: From 9am. Last orders at 8pm 
Sunday: From 9am. Last orders at 7.30pm 

Bookings are highly recommended. 

Gundaroo Inn 
23 Cork Street 

6236 8155 www.thegundarooinn.com 

The ‘village pub’ and family restaurant. 
Family-friendly atmosphere. 
Dine-in and takeaway 
Open Wednesday to Sunday 
Wednesday: 3pm to 10pm 
Thursday–Sunday:  12pm to 10pm 

Gundaroo Grocer, Cork St Cellars & Takeaway 
54 Cork Street 

6236 8141  gundaroogrocer@bigpond.com 

Quality meals. Wide menu. Eat-in or takeaway. 
Seating limited inside. (See ad on page 10.) 

Open Monday to Sunday 

Monday–Wednesday: 8am to 5.30pm 
Thursday–Friday: 8am to 6.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 3pm 
Sunday:  10am to 2pm 

Gundog Estate Cork Street Cellar Door 
Cnr Cork and Harp Streets (enter from Harp Street) 

6236 8276 www.gundogestate.com.au 
corkstreet@gundogestate.com.au 

Open Thursday to Monday 10am to 5pm 

For seated tastings and sales. Booking advisable, via 
phone or email.  

0434 041 915 / wine@tallagandrahill.com.au 

www.tallagandrahill.com.au 

Open Saturday–Sunday: 11.45am to 4pm 
For tastings, and a special wine and 
cheese/charcuterie lunch package. 
Kitchen closes at 3pm 
For more info on our food offerings and latest live 
music events, visit www.tallagandrahill.com.au. 

Tallagandra Hill Winery ― Wine Bar 
1692 Murrumbateman Road 

Church worship in Gundaroo 

Catholic 
St Joseph’s Church 
(Cnr Harp and Morning Streets) 

Mass: 10.30am on the second and fourth Sundays 
Communion Services: 9.00am every other Sunday 
Contact: Di Sutherland – 0417 242 707 

Anglican 
St Marks Church 
(Cork Street) 

All services start at 4.00pm 
Communion Service (first Sunday)) 
Contact: The Ven Dr Royce Thompson — 0416 265 600 

Uniting 

Gundaroo Community Church 
(Cnr Lot and Cork Streets) 

Services on the first three Sundays of the month, starting at 
9.00am and finishing with morning tea. 

Gundaroo Community Church (first Sunday) 
Family service, led by local families. 
All ages worship, with activities for kids. 

Open Service (second Sunday) 
Shared worship with Canberra district home churches, with 
activities for kids and youth. 
Currently remains suspended 

Uniting Church Service (third Sunday) 
Gunning Uniting Church worship team, with kids’ activities. 

Contact: Steve Myers – 0411 145 185 

Ecumenical Services (Currently suspended) 

The three churches arrange an ecumenical service in each 
month with a fifth Sunday, rotating the venue. 

Facebook pages (Local groups) 
Gundaroo Community Connect 
Gundaroo Community Noticeboard 
Gundaroo Buy, Swap and Sell 
Gundaroo & District Historical Society 

Website www.gundaroo.org 
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The Gundaroo Gazette 

Service Contact
Defibrillator (AED) See this page for the list of core 

responders.
Police  
Queanbeyan  
Yass  
Gunning (stops at Bellmount 
Forest) 
Collector (includes Gundaroo)

6298 0599  
6226 9399  
4845 1244; wise1dan@police.nsw.gov.au 
Snr Constable Daniel Wise  
4848 0271; fitz1jos@police.nsw.gov.au
Snr Constable Joe Fitzgerald

NSW Ambulance
(non-urgent)

131 233

Fire Brigades:
Gundaroo
Back Creek
Sutton
Yass River–Nanima 
Fire Control (Yass)
Belmount Forest

0408 625 429 (Ian Robinson) 
0429 443 260 (Ben Haseler) 
0418 303 232 (John Cooper) 
6100 6252 (Duty Officer) 
6226 3100 
0429 451 111

State Emergency Service
(SES)
(Sutton)

132 500  
132 500

Other emergency services: 
Gunning District Nurse 
Veterinary Surgeon  
Injured wildlife

4845 1166  
6236 8222 (Eamon Ryan, Bill Ryan) 
6299 1966 (Wildcare, 24 hours)

Justice of the Peace 0418 449 984 (Mick Nicholls) 
0425 650 283 (Rachel McBeath)

Yass Valley Council
Council Office 
Gundaroo Councillor

6226 1477  
0429 930 628 (Cecil Burgess)

Gundaroo Community 
Association

0421 520 278 (Moraig McKenna)

Soldiers Memorial Hall info@gundaroohall.org.au
Gundaroo Park Trust 0411 400 897 (Ron Miller)
Gundaroo Common Trust 6236 8129 (Helen Willett)
Police Paddock 0418 496 908 (Sue Burns)
Village Monuments 0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden)
Gundaroo Public School 6236 8115 (Liz Nicholls)
Gundaroo Outside School 
Hours (GOSH)

0427 410 537

Ist Gundaroo Scout Group
(Joeys to Rovers)

0413 137 761 (Phil Gaden)

Gundaroo Playgroup
(Little Explorers)

0425 275 767 (Jacquie Nuttall) 
0435 045 746 (Esther Ferraris)

Gundaroo & District Historical 
Society

0418 496 908 (Sue Burns)

Gundaroo Arts and Culture gundarooartsculture@gmail.com
Gundaroo Community SIngers 6236 8104 (Maartje Sevenster)
‘Gundaroo Loves Books’ Book 
Club

0406 377 025 (Kylie Bourne)

Gundaroo Men’s Shed Mensshed@gundaroo.org  Phil Evans
0403 046 543

Gundaroo churches See p 19 for services & contacts.
Civil Marriage Celebrant 0401 267 851 (Lorraine Bird) 

enquiries@lorrainebird.com.au

Gundaroo is fortunate to have a portable automated external 
defibrillator (AED), centrally located and ready for use in a cardiac 
emergency around the village. 
It is kept in a locked cabinet fixed to the outside front wall of the 
Gundaroo PO and shop, together with a list of ‘core responders’ 
(shown below). 
Interested in being a responder? Contact Gina Collins on  
6236 8435 or ginacollins56@bigpond.com. 

Gundaroo Services and Contacts 
LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES

 Fire/Police/Ambulance: Dial 000 

Gundaroo Community Association Defibrillator 

Name Address Telephone / Email

Cathy 
Stephenson

Morning St 6236 8377 (h)  
0414 648 763 
gundaroocath@gmail.com 

Clair Thornton Morning St 0419 473 714  
thornton.clair@gmail.com 

Maribeth Cole Cork St 0410 346 307  
maribeth_cole@yahoo.com 

Emily Wallis Morning St 6236 8948 (h)  
0404 215 531  
emily.wallis@canberra.edu.au 

Julie Jefferson Lute St 0412 657 788 jruttle32@gmail.com 

Darren 
Schoevers

Cork St 0402 494 604  
darren.schoevers@defence.gov.au 

Stephanie 
McCaffery

Buranda Lane 0427 300 393  
stephani.mccaffery@anu.edu.au 

Gina Collins
(Admin Matters

Cork St 6236 8435 (h) 
0412 256 490
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